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Pa. summit
emphasizes
key to profit
in dairy
Presenters say best
farmers learn to boost
milk components
By DOROTHY NOBLE
AFP Correspondent

Calves in the Virginia chapter of the Dairy Alliance’s Adopt A Cow program live on Kim Martin’s Catawba View Dairy in Fincastle.
Students will be able to take a virtual tour of the farm in April.
Photo courtesy Elizabeth Moretz

Dairy Alliance hopes program
will boost interest in farming
Adopt A Cow initiative pairs newborn calves with Virginia students
By JANE W. GRAHAM
AFP Correspondent

The Adopt A Cow program is
bringing the reality of dairy farming
to children in Virginia, allowing
them to “own” a cow during the
school year.
The Dairy Alliance is working
through Discover Dairy, an initiative
of the Center for Dairy Excellence,
to help students in rural settings and
in urban areas learn about the dairy
industry and its cows.
Elizabeth Moretz, senior manager

of farmer relations at the alliance
who runs the Virginia program,
said Adopt A Cow reaches into the
eight Southeastern states. With this
year its first, the program has seen
nearly 25,000 classrooms enrolled
with nearly 230,000 students in the
region learning about life on a dairy
farm. Of these, nearly 2,700 of these
classrooms are in Virginia and over
28,000 students have adopted a calf.
Participating students received
information in November about
their newborn calves, including an
introductory video and kit about

the calf and the dairy farm she
lives on, photos of the calf, activity
sheets, a PowerPoint presentation,
and a suggested lesson that follows
Common Core standards.
Moretz said the calves in the
Virginia program live on Kim
Martin’s Catawba View Dairy in
Fincastle. In the spring the students
will be able to take a virtual tour of
the farm, interact with Martin, see
their calves and learn more about the
See ADOPT
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BELLEFONTE, Pa. — Three
presenters at the 2021 virtual
Pennsylvania
Dairy
Summit
highlighted the importance of
maximizing milk components to
boost profit.
Two sizes of dairy farms and
a research scientist illustrated the
significance of components.
Alan Waybright purchased and
established his Mount Rock Dairy in
Newville, Pa., in February 2019.
Of his 882 Holsteins, 338 are
crosses, although Waybright said
there are no differences.
In 2020, the rolling herd average
was 30,025 pounds with 1,113 pounds
or 3.7 percent fat, and 943 pounds
protein, at 3.1 to 3.2 percent.
He purchases all his feed. Last
year he used six growers. Noah
Hughes and Dr. Robert Fry, both
from Cargill, are his nutritionists.
For protein, three amino acids—
lysine, methionine and histidine—
are used. Canola meal, amino plus,
and blood meal are used. The net
ratio of lysine is at least 2.7 to 2.9.
The feed includes 3,000 grams of
metabolizable protein.
Regarding butterfat, he aims for
forage above 50 percent and total mix
dry matter at 48 to 50 percent. For
fiber and cud chew, he feeds about 3
pounds of grass hay.
For the 0.65 pounds bicarb/cow/
day in grain mix, he recommends not
below 0.5 pounds per cow per day. He
limits feed ingredients such as distiller
grains that rank high in unsaturated
fat. They keep unsaturated fat below
3 percent of the diet.
To meet energy requirements, both
sugar and starch are fed. They feed
9.2 pounds per cow per day of dry
corn meal and 2.16 pounds per day of
See PROFIT
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Recent studies on the performance of pre-weaned calves that were fed forage are highly inconsistent. There is also no accepted standard for feeding forage to those calves.
Photo by Getty Images

Do pre-weaned calves need forage? It depends.
Before the 1950s, it was assumed
that hay and long forages were
necessary to promote rumen development in young calves. However, research conducted during the
mid- to late-1950s demonstrated
the importance of grain for rumen
development. The digestion of rapidly fermentable carbohydrates (i.e.,
grain) in the rumen generates the
volatile fatty acids propionate and
butyrate. Butyrate is the key to rumen papillae development, which is
critical for optimal rumen function.
These studies highlighted the
significance of starter grain intake of
pre-weaned calves and led to the development of the industry standard
that suggests that the level of starter

TIPS FROM
THE PASTURE
By SARAH B. POTTS
Dairy and Beef Specialist
University of Maryland Extension
grain intake be considered before a
calf is weaned. The current standard
indicates that a Holstein dairy calf
should be consistently consuming at
least 2.2 pounds of starter per day
before weaning. Although consumption of starter grain is crucial for

rumen development, whether forage
has a place in the pre-weaned calf
nutrition program has been up for
debate for decades.
Currently, it is recommended to
offer pre-weaned calves free-choice
starter grain within the first few days
of life. However, there is no universally accepted standard for offering
forage to pre-weaned calves. Producers are often encouraged to begin
offering forage around or a little
before weaning. While feeding grain
is important for rumen development,
intake of high levels of rapidly
fermentable grain may reduce rumen pH (i.e., induce acidosis) and
actually limit intake. Because forage
consumption stimulates rumination

and saliva production which enhances the rumen’s buffering capacity
and its ability to maintain a more
consistent pH, offering forage to
pre-weaned calves has been suggested as a way to mitigate the potential
negative effects associated with high
levels of grain consumption.
Recent research studies have
investigated the effect of feeding
forage on the performance of preweaned calves but results are highly
inconsistent. The age of the calf and
current starter intake level as well
as characteristics of the starter grain
offered likely contribute to the large
See POTTS
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Understanding the importance of food-animal vets
In a business with margins as
thin as those facing dairy and beef
operations, it is understandable that
almost every decision comes down
to the bottom-line. When it comes to
veterinary care, and the costs associated with it, producers will tally
the cost and calculate the benefit in a
myriad of ways. As a veterinarian, I
can understand the multitude of perspectives and I would like to interject
a few.
It may be surprising for readers to learn that the last census of
veterinarians in the United States
(2020) reported 116,000 veterinarians
practicing in the United States with
10,000 of them practicing on any

THE VET’S
VOICE
By MATTHEW WEEMAN
Owner
Bayside Bovine Veterinary Services
food animals. If every one of these
food animal veterinarians (FAVs)
practiced exclusively on cattle (they
don’t) there would be one vet for
every 9,500 cattle. It takes approximately 10,000 cattle to keep one

veterinarian fully employed and
these 10,000 veterinarians are called
to treat cattle, sheep, pigs, goats
and poultry. Many of them are also
treating pets and horses as well. The
numbers should make one point very
clear, there are more food animals
than FAVs to care for them. This is
the result of industry consolidation
and, in some regions, producers who
made it clear they didn’t value or
want the care.
I will unapologetically tell the
reader there is no shortage of FAVs
in spite of the numbers at the beginning of the article and the American
Association of Bovine Practitioners
in 2011 confirmed no such short-

age exists. The numbers of students
graduating veterinary school and
intending to work on food animals
has flat-lined. It is less than 1.5%;
far less than the approximately 5% a
decade ago and it reflects a continued
decline in demand and market economics. An industry focused on the
bottom-line needs to focus on exactly
what the value of veterinary care is
to the operation. Producers should
consider the amount of veterinary
support services they receive without
charge, from the treatment guidelines
developed by the herd vet and passed
See WEEMAN
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Va. cattle group to support market transparency bill
By JANE W. GRAHAM
AFP Correspondent

DALEVILE, Va. — The Virginia
Cattlemen’s Association is joining
beef producers across the country in
seeking changes to the way cattle are
sold.
The VCA board announced March
15 that the association will support
the Cattle Market Transparency Act.
The proposed legislation was recently introduced to the U. S. Senate
by Sen. Deb Fischer (R-Neb.) and
Sen. Ron (D-Ore.). Rep. Vicky Hartzler (R-Mo.) introduced companion
legislation in the House of Representatives.
If adopted, the legislation will
direct USDA officials to establish
regional mandatory minimums for
negotiated trade of fed cattle, the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association
reported in a March 2 statement.
“It would also direct USDA to
establish a library of cattle formula
contracts, amend the definition of
‘cattle committed’ to expand the delivery window from seven to 14 days
and clarify confidentiality rules for
administer in Livestock Mandatory
Reporting (LMR),” NCBA said.
“Cattle producers continue to face

“Cattle producers continue to face serious obstacles
when it comes to increasing profitability and gaining leverage in the marketplace.”
— Ethan Lane,
vice president of government affairs,
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association
serious obstacles when it comes to
increasing profitability and gaining
leverage in the marketplace,’ said
NCBA Vice President of Government Affairs Ethan Lane. “Leveling
the playing field and putting more of
the beef dollar in producer pockets
remains the top priority of the association. NCBA shares Sen. Fischer’s
objectives, ad do its affiliates and indeed the entire industry.”
He noted that the best way to
achieve those objectives will be hotly debated.
“Our main objective is to represent the Virginia cattle producer,” Jay
Calhoun, VCA president, said in announcing the action. “VCA believes
in the intent behind the Cattle Market Transparency Act and will work
to ensure that the necessary changes
are made to maintain the viability of

Virginia’s cattle industry.”
He noted VCA supports this legislation for a number of reasons.
“We are predominately a cow/calf
state and believe added transparency
is needed to ensure our producers are
being fairly compensated for all the
time and effort that goes into raising
quality cattle,” he said.
VCA, an affiliate of the NCBA, is
working through that group. NCBA
adopted a voluntary approach on
the market transparency issue last
summer, he reported. Calhoun noted
NCBA welcomes debate on the bill
as the voluntary process continues.
He outlined five things the legislation will do if passed. They are as
follows:
• Require the Secretary of Agriculture, in consultation with the
Chief Economist, to establish region-

WEAVERLINE

ally sufficient levels of negotiated
cash trade and to consider stakeholder input through a public comment
period.
• Instruct the Department of Agriculture (USDA) to create and maintain a library of marketing contracts
between packers and producers.
• Mandate that a packer report the
number of cattle scheduled to be delivered for slaughter each day for the
next 14 days.
• Bolster the public availability
of data collected through the Livestock Mandatory Price Reporting Act
while reassuring confidentiality of
individuals and proprietary business
information.
• Require a cost benefit analysis
after three years.
“We recognize that the introduction of this legislation is a starting
point for debate and that amendments
will likely be considered through the
process becoming law,” Calhoun
said in a statement. “We believe that
it is critical to fully examine USDA’s
role and to make sure that the regional mandatory framework is a workable and equitable solution. While
the legislation may not be perfect
for all in current form, we believe it
is an appropriate legislative starting
point.”

Silage Packer

Packing silage at harvest is one of the most critical jobs in making quality forage. Proper packing
increases bunker storage capacity, reduces shrinkage and improves feed quality. A Silage packer
helps you properly pack the silage and save time and fuel.
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variation in responses observed in
these studies. A recently published
review article indicated that older
calves (at least 3-5 weeks) consuming higher levels of starter grain
(over 1.4 pounds per day) may
benefit most from forage supplementation.
The characteristics of the starter
grain likely also contribute to the
variability in the response to offering forage. Course, textured starter
grain ferments more slowly and is
less likely to reduce rumen pH than
finely ground, heat-treated, and/or
pelleted starter. Thus, there may
be less of a forage ‘need’ for calves
fed a textured starter as compared
with those fed a pelleted starter.

While feeding forage apparently
has potential to benefit intake of
pre-weaned calves in some situations, it is important to remember
that feeding too much forage can
have the opposite effect. Because
forage is bulkier and contains more
neutral detergent fiber (NDF), it
can physically limit overall intake
if consumed in excess. To avoid
this issue, forage should be fed at
no more than 5-10% of the diet on
a dry matter basis.
Although the practice of feeding
forage to pre-weaned calves is still
being debated, recent studies suggest that feeding a small amount of
forage to pre-weaned calves can be
beneficial under some circumstances. Calves over the age of 3 weeks
that are consuming more than 1.4
pounds of a pelleted, heat-treated,
or finely ground starter grain per
day are most likely to benefit from
this practice.

Visit us any time at
www.americanfarm.com!
Beef & Dairy
Business Directory

The DHIA herd information is pr
Editor’s Note: North Carolina State University, which provides the Farmer with most of
its DHIA data, was unable to produce a February report as it transitions to a new records
system. We are republishing their January
reports, but an updated Maryland-DHIA
Provo report for March is posted below.

Maryland DHIA-Provo
March 2021

Name
Dairy Cattle Research
Philip Beachy
Glen-Toctin Farm
Vales-Pride Holstein
Cessna Bros. Farm
Savage-Leigh Farm
Lavon Yoder
Tobie Kinsinger FM.2
Thomas Muller Jr.
Mike & Anita Haines
Paul Yoder
Ezra Schrock
Paul & Henry Kinsinger
Vales-Pride Ayrshire
Room-to-Grow
Walnut Ridge Guernsey
Walnut Ridge Jerseys
Mike & Anita Haines 2
Spring Valley Jerseys
Eli Swarttzentruber

Breed
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
A
A
G
J
J
J
J

HECM
32,548
32,320
29,839
26,921
26,332
25,985
25,385
23,040
22,692
22,641
22,469
21,431
20,818
22,613
1,253
24,767
25,757
18,908
17,525
14,350

Delaware DHIA
January 2021

KENT
G. & S. Knutsen
Jenamy Farms
White Oak Farms
G. & S. Knutsen

39
252
317
13

84.2
75.8
62.2
55.8

H
H
H
J

87.2
72.0
68.6

H
H
H

SUSSEX
Loyal Jake Bender
Green Acres Farm
Bailey, J.E. & Sons Inc.
John A. Mills
Heatwole, J. & A.

94.2
87.8
73.1
63.3
52.4

H
H
H
J
H

Call 1-800-634-5021
to advertise on this page!

H
H
H
H
H
H
H
B
H
H
H
X
J
J
H
J

Kilby Inc.
Long Green Farms Inc.
Wil-O-Mar Farm
Kilby Inc.
Kilby Inc.

H
H
H
X
X

Mercuro Farm LLC
Teabow Inc.
Shafdon Farms
Paul Coblentz & Sons

H
H
H
H

CECIL

FREDERICK

H
H
H
H
H

January 2021

Leonard & Vernon Horst
Ronald Underwood
Chesapeake Gold Farm
Chesapeake Gold Farm
Chesapeake Gold Farm
Chesapeake Gold Farm

FREDERICK

Keilholtz, J. & S.

HARFORD
87.1
86.2
79.9
75.0
64.6

E

Lancaster DHIA for
Maryland

Delvin Mast

January 2021

Jim Elgin
Randall Inman
North Point Farm Inc.
Mt. Airy Dairy Farm
Alvis Dairy LLC

Byron D. Stambaugh
Panora Acres
Cedar Knoll Farms
A. S. Flowing Springs
Peace and Plenty Farms
R.A. Bell & Sons LLC
Md. Locust Crest Farm
Cedar Knoll Farms
Maryland Delight Farm
Charles L. Lethbridge
Lease Bros.
Cow Comfort Inn Dairy
Cow Comfort Inn Dairy
Cow Comfort Inn Dairy
Whispering Breeze Hols.
Maryland Delight Farm

GARRETT

Dairy One DHIA
for Virginia

Breed

CARROLL

CECIL

NEW CASTLE
University of Delaware 90
Vari, V. Joseph
136
Emerson, Robert L.
229
185
590
266
151
62

Herd Name

Andrew Kamyszek

WASHINGTON

Kirk Wenders

H
H
H
X
H
X

79
76
67
63
58
38

H

71

H

75

H

73

H

68
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Dairy One DHIA for Maryland

ECM
87.0
85.9
85.2
80.1
79.6
76.2
74.0
73.2
70.7
67.4
64.7
61.2
58.2
54.5
47.0
45.7
84.5
78.1
69.7
63.4
62.9
86.4
85.4
84.4
76.6

9.5
6.0
7.6
3.9
8.9
8.0

1.3

5.0

3.7

8.3

January 2021

Herd Name

Breed

ECM

Mercuro Farm LLC
Dave & Carole Doody
Venture Luck Farm
Mike & Heather Iager
Potomac-View Farm
Josh Skipton

H
H
H
H
H
H

75.5
72.7
66.3
64.6
62.8
56.4

Mar-K Farms

H

78.8

Quietness Farm
Strawberry Hill Farm
James Archer
Harkins Hill Dairy
Chris Dixon

H
H
H
H
M

74.0
72.9
66.6
62.6
51.8

University of Maryland
David & James Patrick
David & James Patrick

H
H
A

78.5
77.7
60.5

Artie Jay Farm

H

43.9

Lester C. Jones Inc.
Winterstein Farms LLC
W. Edward Palmatary
Allen Weaver
Kevin Leaverton
Benjamin Stanton
Steve and Trish Boone

H
H
H
H
H
X
H

88.0
74.6
74.5
71.6
69.7
56.6
53.0

GARRETT

HARFORD

HOWARD

MONTGOMERY
QUEEN ANNE’S

Herd Name

Breed

ECM

Benjamin Stanton

X

47.6

WM. Brinsfield
WM. Brinsfield

H
H

56.2
52.4

Ralph W. Shank
Michael Forsythe
Cletus & Janice Frey
David Herbst
Pryor Brothers
Brent Horst
Debaugh Farms
Cool Brook Farm
Ralph W. Shank
Cletus & Janice Frey
Shenandoah Jerseys
Michael Forsythe
Long Delite Farm
Debaugh Farms
Ralph W. Shank

H
H
X
H
H
H
H
X
A
X
J
J
X
J
X

89.2
81.6
81.1
72.9
72.6
72.2
72.0
71.6
66.0
60.8
58.5
54.5
51.9
50.4
49.2

TALBOT

WASHINGTON

NEW & USED TANKS

NEW & USED TANKS
• VAUGHN DAIRY WATER HEATERS

• VAUGHN DAIRY WATER HEATERS
• DARITECH PASTEURIZERS
• DARITECH PASTEURIZERS
• GENERALREFRIGERATION
REFRIGERATION
• GENERAL

• PORTABLE110V
110V WALK-IN
WALK-IN RENTALS
• PORTABLE
RENTALS

717-643-1057

717-643-1057
24-HOUR SERVICE

GREENCASTLE,
PENNSYLVANIA
24-HOUR SERVICE

GREENCASTLE, PENNSYLVANIA

AUTHORIZED MUELLER DEALER

AUTHORIZED MUELLER DEALER

United We Stand with
America’s Farm Families
We’re Here To Help When You Need Us.

United DHIA Top 60 Herds in Virginia
Cool Law Holsteins
Goldenview Dairy Inc.
Home Place Dairy Inc.
Cresthaven Farms
Chad & Rebecca McMurray
Cave View Farms Inc.
West-Rock Dairy
Hammock Dairy Inc.
Maynard Heatwole
Riverbend Dairy Farm
Mountain View Dairy
Cave View Farms Inc.
Robert Rutrough
Barny Bay Dairy Inc.
Va. Tech
Bowstring Holsteins
Jeremy Yoder
Calvin Horst
Whispering Oaks Farm
Cub Run Dairy
Laird Farm
Burnt Chimney Dairy
Brandon Beery
Burnt Chimney Dairy
Sunrise Acres Inc.
Luke & Roberta Heatwole
Storey Creek Dairy
Willow Bend Dairy
Allen Layman
Flowing Spring Farm

H
H
H
H
H
X
H
H
X
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
X
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H

Janaury 2021

108.0
97.5
94.6
93.8
93.6
93.3
92.8
92.4
92.4
92.0
91.9
91.7
90.9
90.6
90.5
89.4
88.4
87.0
86.8
86.8
86.6
86.5
86.5
85.1
84.7
83.7
83.3
83.2
81.8
81.7

JRCC Dairy-State Farm
M.D. & Lee Simmons
Stoneybrook Dairy
Lewis A. Lamb Sons Inc.
Red-Vale Dairy
Storey Creek Dairy
Burnt Chimney Dairy
Alfred Stephens
Birch Lane Dairy
Daniel Layman
Stanley Koogler
Turner Dairy
Thomas E. Stanley & Sons
Mountain Breeze Farm
Long-Acre Farm
Pleasant Pasture Dairy
Norman Booth
Franklin Clear View Dairy
Mel-Paula Holstein’s
J&B Farms Inc.
James L. Will
Sunny Meadow Farm
Shenmont Farms
Hodges View Dairy
Dogwood Farm LP LLP
Lewis and Margaret Wenger
Conner Dairy Farm Inc.
Matthews-Farms
Wall Brothers Inc.
Blackwater Bend Dairy Inc.

H
H
H
H
H
X
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
X
H
X
H
H
H
H
X
H
H
H
H
H
H
H

H-Holstein B-Brown Swiss X - Mixed
J - Jersey G - Guernsey A - Ayshire

81.3
81.2
81.2
81.2
79.4
79.2
79.0
78.5
78.2
77.9
77.0
76.9
76.6
76.1
75.7
75.1
74.6
74.1
74.0
73.6
72.9
72.8
72.8
72.7
72.7
72.6
72.5
72.5
72.3
71.4

www.rigidply.com

701 E. Linden Street,
Richland PA 17087
Ph: (717) 866-6581
Fx: (717) 866-7237

It’s where you’ll find your Complete Line of
Post-Frame Building Materials!
Roof & Floor Trusses
T&G & V-Groove Decking
GluLam Posts, Beams & Arches
Fabral Metal Roofing & Siding
Plyco Windows & Doors

To place an ad in this
directory call Tiffany or
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MR TNT 91 Primo, top, won grand champion steer at the 2021 Mid-Atlantic Junior Angus Classic Regional Preview Show, March 13-14 in Harrisonburg, Va. Suter Clark,
Gretna, Va., owns the March 2020 son of Colburn Primo 5153. Scott Bush, Britton, S.D., evaluated the 320 entries. FDE Jackson 012, bottom right, won reserve grand
champion steer. Blair Heath, Cooksville, Md., owns the April 2020 son of KR Casino 6243. MS Rascal 181, bottom left, won grand champion bred-and-owned steer. Megan
Pelan, Jefferson, Md., owns the April 2020 son of Colburn Primo 5153.
Photos courtesy Next Level Images

Md., Va. entrants win at Mid-Atlantic junior classic
HARRISONBURG, Va. — Junior
Angus exhibitors led 320 entries at
the 2021 Mid-Atlantic Junior Angus
Classic (MAJAC) Regional Preview
Show, March 13-14. Scott Bush, Britton, S.D., evaluated the 107 owned
females, 54 bred-and-owned females,
55 steers, 14 bred-and-owned steers,
10 bred-and-owned bulls, two cowcalf pairs and 78 Angus-based crossbred steers.
Zach McCall, Greenville, Va., led
the grand champion bred-and-owned
bull. M C Casino 0020 is a January
2020 son of KR Casino 6243.
Beaver Creek RIP 033 won the title
of reserve grand champion bred-andowned bull. Kolton Grim, Thomasville, Pa., owns the September 2020

son of PVF Blacklist 7077.
Kathryn Coleman, Modesto, Calif., led the grand champion bred-andowned female. SR SRF Lucy 0062
is an April 2020 daughter of EXAR
Classen 1422B. She earlier won junior
champion.
Madeline Rhodes, Centreville, Md.,
showed the reserve grand champion
bred-and-owned female. CMF Royal
Charlotte is an April 2020 daughter of
EXAR Classen 1422B. She first won
reserve junior champion.
Seldom Rest Pin Up Gal 0030 won
grand champion owned female after claiming early junior champion.
Gordon Clark, Gretna, Va., owns the
February 2020 daughter of Colburn
Primo 5153.

Emily Brooks, Prophetstown, Ill.,
showed the reserve grand champion
owned female. SCC SFC Classy Sandy 033 is a March 2020 daughter of
EXAR Classen 1422B. She first won
late junior champion.
AED Rita 821F won grand champion cow-calf pair. Allison Davis,
Shelbyville, Tenn., owns the November 2018 daughter of PVF Insight
0129. A November 2020 heifer calf
sired by Ellingson Homegrown 6035
completes the winning pair.
Sydney Wise, Chaptico, Md.,
showed the reserve grand champion
cow-calf pair. GMW Classic Charm
is the January 2018 daughter of
EXAR Classen 1422B. A September
2020 heifer calf sired by FDF Depth

Charge 110E is at side.
Suter Clark, Gretna, Va., led the
grand champion steer. MR TNT 91
Primo is a March 2020 son of Colburn
Primo 5153.
Blair Heath, Cooksville, Md.,
showed the reserve grand champion
steer. FDE Jackson 012 is an April
2020 son of KR Casino 6243.
Megan Pelan, Jefferson, Md.,
showed the grand champion bredand-owned steer. MS Rascal 181 is
an April 2020 son of Colburn Primo
5153.
Hayden Hahn, Rocky Ridge, Md.,
led the reserve grand champion bredand-owned steer. Windy Ridge Mr Q
20 is a May 2020 son of Silveiras S
Sis GQ 2353.
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down over generations (most outdated) and directly from the phone
consults and other support services.
Imagine having no one competent
to call when there are questions
about the dose of an antibiotic or
the “cheap” catalog vaccine. What
exactly does that scenario look like?
It definitely won’t involve a return
call on nights, holidays and weekends. What is the cost to an industry
reliant on consumer acceptance if the
animals within it are being produced

Adopt ...
Continued from Front Page

farm.
“I am really excited to be
participating in this year’s Adopt
A Calf program,” Martin told
the Virginia State Dairyman, a
publication of the Virginia State
Dairymen’s Association. “It is
truly a great example of forward-

Profit ...

Continued from Front Page

candy meal. They try to keep neutral
detergent fiber at or below 30 percent.
In addition, rumen degradable starch
is kept to 68 to 70 percent of starch
protein.
Since Waybright purchases all
ingredients, he can use the best
sources of NDF, whether from forage
and grain.
Mount Rock Dairy shared the
details of their feed with the Dairy
Summit attendees. Different diets are
used for milking cows, dry cows, and
for heifer lactating cows.
Piney Mar Farm in Martinsburg,
Pa., milk 135 cows.
Jennifer Heltzel described Piney
Mar Farm’s operation and their data.
She and her husband, Andy, and four
children own this 4th generation
family farm.
On 200 acres, all their forage is
from their farm. They currently have
100 heifers as well as the current 135
milking, although Jennifer reports
they are trying to use fewer heifers.
In the last 16 weeks, with a 26,000
rolling herd average, they counted 4.49
percent fat, 3.5 percent protein. The
milk urea nitrogen value was 11.9.
Piney Mar Farm’s cows somatic
cell count was 88,000.
During the summer, the fat content
measures 4.2 percent, with 3.2 percent
protein.
During 2017 and 2018, fat averaged
4 percent, while protein averaged 3
percent.
Heltzel stresses keeping things
simple. She lists cow care, sand
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with no veterinary oversight? Producers should consider the intangible
benefits that a veterinarian provides
by simply being in the region, on the
farm next door and consider directly
supporting them to keep them there.
It is the local FAV that is responsible
for detecting and mitigating foreign
animal disease outbreaks and they’re
always looking including in the cattle
grazing the pasture of the farmer
they’ve never met.
As is the case for the American
farmer, the average age of the FAV
is increasing. Unlike the American
Farmer, FAVs retire when they hit
age 70. The time is near where vast
regions of the United States will not

have access to FAV care. Most regions are already finding FAVs to be
“harder to get” and they’re becoming
more expensive to obtain. Veterinarians must cover larger territories with
ever increasing inefficiency. Most
FAVs are supporting their practices
through the provision of small animal
care which hinders their ability to
respond immediately to calls. As the
cost of veterinary care increases, the
demand for the services provided
may fall and a viscous cycle occurs
especially when the bottom-line
approach is that the vet call can’t
exceed the value of the individual
animal. Just as the modern veterinarian is rarely treating individual

milk fever the modern producer
must value the care differently. Herd
support services must be valued for
the collective benefit they provide.
The value of a VCPR to an operation
is more than a prescription pad and
is supposed to be a relationship of
mutual trust. When a veterinarian
feels comfortable providing insight
the beneficial impact can be profound
and some expenses prevented altogether-how does that get factored in?
When determining if a veterinarian
is an important part of the operation,
prior to calculating what value the
veterinarian may provide it may be
helpful to consider the potential loss
of not having one available at all.

thinking education to help kids better
understand the production aspect of
where their dairy products originate.
This strategy of combining fun and
facts is a great tool for use as farmers
and dairy advocates.”
During the school year, the students
received three updates on how their
calf was doing on the farm. The
virtual tour in April will give them
a final view of what is happening to
their calf, how it has grown and how
it is cared for by the farmer.

The virtual tour falls into a
traditional pattern of farmers
welcoming classes to visit, especially
as an end-of-year field trip. Moretz
said the virtual tours will continue
as they let so many more children be
part of a tour than an on-site visit.
The Adopt-A -Cow program is
free. It is available for use by teachers,
home-school teachers, after school
programs, library programs and youth
agriculture programs.
The program is designed to let

students have updates on their own
calf. They learn about agricultural
practices and the importance of both
dairy and dairy cows, Moretz said.
Asked if the pandemic and its
changes to education has had any
effect on the program, Moretz said
there is no way to compare since this
is Adopt-A-Cow’s first year.
“It’s a perfect time to start it,” she
maintained. “It’s a great way to get
the message to students even though
they are not in the classroom.”

stalls, heat monitoring systems, and
breeding for health traits, productive
life and protein/fat content.
They can customize their forage.
In addition, they are unique in
grouping their milk and dry cows and
in milking twice daily.
The cows diet consists of corn silage,
haylage, wheatlage and concentrate.
They push forage wherever they can.
With a Keenan mixer, feeding twice
daily, and feeding accuracy, they have
zero waste.
Piney Mar Farm works with a
nutritionist.
Also, they fertilize their crops to
maximize quality and yield. Heltzel
notes the balance between quality and
tonnage. Planting and sidedressing
aids the quality which goes into the
components.
Cow care ranks high. For example,
because of the dry crops this year,
Andy Heltzel added 10 pounds water
per cow to make the rations more
palatable.
The investment of their local mill,
Bedford Farm Bureau, has provided
the high quality concentrate with
minerals and more, which helps their
components via the cows’ diet.
Heltzel points out that every farm
has to find the recipe that works for
them. She also advises, “Know what
you don’t know and bring the experts.”
Heather Dann, research scientist
of the William H. Miner Agricultural
Research Institute in Chazy, N.Y.,
focused on how fat and protein are the
key drivers of profitability.
She explained that factors that
impact income over feed costs include
milk price, pounds of milk, pounds of
components, feed conversion and feed
costs. However the biggest impact lies

with the components.
She noted that getting the diet
right by focusing on formulation and
managing the environment is critical.
In addition, she advises using good
forage by focusing on degradable
fiber along with protein or starch
content, storing the forage properly,
harvesting it at the correct maturity
and managing the feedout.
Most producers have a nutritionist,
Dann said, but she warned, “Your
nutritionist is only as good as your
forage.”

Optimizing the forage to maintain
rumen health by multiple types of
blends and preparing the dry cows
leads to productivity and well-being.
Avoiding overstocking cows and
restricting feed play a part as well.
Dann listed top strategies to boost
fat and protein. These include: manage
rest and rumination for cow comfort;
keep feed available always; feed
consistent quality and quantity; keep
the feed in front of cows; separate the
heifer groups; and abate heat in the
summer.

Visit us any time at
www.americanfarm.com!
Missed Open
Enrollment?
Not a problem!

FarmBureauHealthCare.com enables
members to ﬁnd healthcare coverage with
WOW customer service and REAL savings,
365 days a year!

Open the camera on your phone and
point it at the QR Code to the left. Then,
tap the corresponding link to visit our
website and schedule a call!

An exclusive member beneﬁt provided
by Maryland Farm Bureau
Visit HTTPS://FARMBUREAUHEALTHCARE.COM today!
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