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Processors:
Strain on
facilities
worsening
USDA cites several
plants for violations
over last year
By JONATHAN CRIBBS
Associate Editor

to the state contest. This year five
regional teams sent competitors here
for the big event.
“The youth cattle working
contest develops skills in animal
management and handling,” Virginia
Cooperative Extension reports.
“Working as a team, youth efficiently
process three stocker calves utilizing
Beef Quality Assurance guidelines.”
These include placing implants
and tags, deworming, vaccinating

Demand for locally produced
meat among regional consumers rose
dramatically after the coronavirus’s
arrival last year, and that demand
has continued even as the pandemic
begins to recede.
But local farmers have responded
by growing their herds despite
the region’s heavily overburdened
processing industry, which could
find itself further strained this
summer, livestock industry workers
said this month.
“It’s just becoming more and
more of a problem,” said Sean
Hough at the Maryland Agricultural
Commission’s April 14 meeting.
“The processors in the state can just
not keep up with the demand of the
farmers.”
Hough represents the livestock
industry on the commission.
The regional processing industry
is also dealing with a recent
oversight crackdown by the USDA,
several livestock and processing
workers said. Department inspectors
have briefly suspended at least four
Maryland slaughterhouses over the
last year — three since December —
for humane violations.
Those slaughterhouses responded
to the citation, changed their
operations and were able to resume
production within several days. A
spokesman with the department’s
inspection service declined to say
whether the government had stepped
up enforcement in the region.
Dwayne Nickerson, owner of
Sudlersville Meat Locker in Queen
Anne’s County, Md., said he’s
noticed more inspectors at his plant
over the last two months.
“Now it seems they’re coming
more often, which is fine with me,”

See CATTLE
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Members of the Fort Chiswell/Pulaski 4-H State Champion Youth Cattle Working Team, picutred on April 16, are, from left to
right, Karlynn Goforth, Charlie Goforth and Addie Crigger.
Photo courtesy Katherine E. Carter

More than 50 teams across Va.
compete to win cattle contest
Fort Chiswell/Pulaski team takes title for animal management skills
By JANE W. GRAHAM
AFP Correspondent

HARRISONBURG,
Va.
—
Working cattle is a major chore
on many farms. In Virginia this
chore has developed into statewide competition with 52 teams of
farm youth working toward a state
championship.
This year the Fort Chiswell/
Pulaski team earned the title at the
State Youth Cattle Working contest
April 16.
The members are Charlie Goforth,

Karlynn Goforth and Addie Crigger.
They were coached by Jonathan
Grimes and Cynthia Hurst.
The Augusta 4-H team came in
second. Team members are Makala
Talley, Madison Wheeler and Elyse
Dyson. They were coached by
Ashley Craun. Third place went to
Rockingham 4-H. Team members
are Blake Payne, Ryan Conley and
William Zerkel. Their coach is Sam
Leech.
The three-member teams work
together on a local level and advance
to regional with winners going on
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Scoring cows 60-90 days before calving allows for adjustments to the feeding program if cows are not in appropriate condition for calving.
Photo by Getty Images

Body-condition score a critical management tool
Managing the nutritional status of
cows is one of the cornerstones for
a successful and profitable cow-calf
operation. It is important to pay attention to a cow’s nutritional status to
ensure that she is 1) able to produce
sufficient quantities of milk to grow
her calf; 2) ready to conceive during
breeding season a few months after
calving; and 3) capable of sustaining
that pregnancy to generate another
healthy calf.
Poor nutritional status can have
dramatic impacts on milk production
and fertility, and thus, the ability
of the beef cow to do her job well.
After calving, it is expected that
cows will utilize some of their body
fat and protein (from muscle) stores
to support milk production. This is
a normal, physiological process in
mammals that can be observed in
many other species. However, it is
important to monitor and manage
these changes in beef cows in order
optimize productivity.

TIPS FROM
THE PASTURE
By SARAH B. POTTS
Dairy and Beef Specialist
University of Maryland Extension
Cows that are thin or use too
much of their body stores during
early lactation often have difficulty
resuming their reproductive cycle
before breeding season, making
them more likely to conceive later
in the breeding season or be culled
for not getting pregnant during the
breeding season. Cows that conceive
later in the breeding season will
have calves born later during calving
season which will likely be smaller
at weaning. Thus, ensuring appropriate nutritional status of cows can

BRIDLE PATH RANCH

Registered Shorthorn and Tarentaise Cattle

have significant implications for the
overall profitability of the cow-calf
operation.
One of the best and most informative tools that can be used to evaluate
the nutritional status of animals is
body condition scoring. The purpose of body condition scoring is
to assess the amount of fat that an
animal possesses. An animal that is
“over-conditioned” carries excess fat
while an animal that is “under-conditioned” carries too little fat. In beef
cattle, scores are assigned on a scale
of 1 to 9, with a score of 1 indicating
an animal that is extremely thin and
malnourished and a score of 9 indicating an animal that is obese.
While body condition score is
designed to reflect the body fat stores
of the animal as a whole, there are a
few key areas that should be examined when determining a score: ribs,
backbone, hooks, pins, tailhead, and
brisket. While learning how to body
condition score cattle takes a little

bit of time and practice, it is a skill
that all producers should exercise and
become proficient in so that they can
identify times when additional nutrients may be needed by their cattle or
vice versa.
At a bare minimum, there are
three critical times when body
condition should be assessed in a
cow-calf operation: 1) approximately 60-90 days before calving; 2) at
calving; and 3) at weaning. Ideally,
cows should calve in at a score of
about 5.5 to 6, while first-calf heifers
should calve in at a score of about 6
since they are still growing. This will
help ensure that cows have appropriate condition (ideally, a score of at
least 5) by the time breeding season
begins.
Scoring cows 60-90 days before
calving allows for adjustments to be
made to the feeding program if cows
See POTTS
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Missed Open
Enrollment?
Not a problem!
FarmBureauHealthCare.com enables
members to ﬁnd healthcare coverage with
WOW customer service and REAL savings,
365 days a year!

Open the camera on your phone and
point it at the QR Code to the left. Then,
tap the corresponding link to visit our
website and schedule a call!

Will and Martha Peart
www.bridlepathranch.com

703-298-3396
14701 Woolfolk Rd
Spotsylvania, Va, 22551

An exclusive member beneﬁt provided
by Maryland Farm Bureau
Visit HTTPS://FARMBUREAUHEALTHCARE.COM today!
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Managing when calving doesn’t go as planned
It’s calving season, one of the
greatest, most stressful times of the
year. Everyone loves it when things
go as planned but when they don’t
it can be gut-wrenching. Not every
pitfall can be prevented and there’s
only so many issues one can protect against, but some key points of
interest should be at the forefront of
every producer’s mind. First, reproduction is a luxury but once the cow
is pregnant, she will carry through to
the end. If the cattle are coming off a
rough winter of poor forage and are
under-conditioned, prepare for issues.
Poor quality colostrum can get calves
off to a poor start and failing to raise
energy intake after calving can have
disastrous consequences for the cow
who may fail to thrive, go down, or
produce insufficient milk for the calf.
Correct the problem by supplementing
and replacing colostrum for the calves
at birth as needed. Adding grain to
supplement and maintain body condition and deworming unthrifty cattle.
It’s tempting to just deworm everyone
all at once but that’s really a terrible
strategy and shouldn’t be done. Remember also April showers may bring
May flowers but it rarely brings on
enough grass to build back under-conditioned cows nursing calves.

THE VET’S
VOICE
By MATTHEW WEEMAN
Owner
Bayside Bovine Veterinary Services
Pay attention to the calving order.
Of course it’s ideal to keep a tight
calving window and successful reproductive programs help ensure it. It’s
a bit too late now to worry about bull
and breeding management though so
to focus on what can be controlled,
pay attention to the calves as they’re
being born. Calves born later in the
season are more likely to develop
scours and pneumonia. This is probably a result of higher disease burden
and exposure from calves already on
the pasture who have shed infectious
organisms. Moving the cows that are
yet to calve to a new pasture every
two to four weeks and keeping those
who have calved back in the original
pasture is one way to manage and
reduce this risk. Look up the Sandhills Calving System and attempt to

incorporate its practicalities to your
operation.
Manage Prolapses, Metritis and
other problems before they get worse.
Cows should clean off their afterbirth
within hours of having the calf but
it’s not going to happen every time.
There’s no need to panic if things are
delayed, but it is a sign that thecow
is not in her best health or nutrition
plane. Perhaps the mineral panel
needs to be updated to help prevent
the problem next year. Don’t pull
retained membranes. Tearing them
off might make things look better, but
it makes infection more likely. Give
them up to seven days to fall out. If
the cow has a fever, looks ill, or goes
off feed intervention may be needed
sooner; producers can perhaps handle
the problem but calling the vet (for
more than just the antibiotic) is a good
idea. Prolapses before calving (vaginal) need to be addressed when the tissue persistently protrudes. A prolapse
pin can be placed to keep things in
place and allow for a normal calving.
Cows with vaginal prolapses should
be considered good candidates to head
to the sale barn after they nurse their
calf. Uterine prolapses are a more
complex problem post calving. Too
many people assume these are dead

WEAVERLINE

animals. They aren’t. While it’s not
particularly fun putting a uterus back
in and it’s always a decently expensive emergency, with the right technique it’s generally not that hard. The
cow needs to be handled with care,
the tissue needs to be kept reasonably
clean and it should not be allowed
to tear. Cows with uterine prolapses
are having calves that are too big, are
deficient in nutrients such as calcium,
are having calves pulled using poor
technique or have other issues. While
calling the vet to replace a prolapse
may not be cheap, saving a cow at the
time she’s needed to raise a calf pays
the bill. Getting that cow to market
afterwards affords some profit.
This calving season managing
nutrition, preventing calf pneumonia,
and scours while tackling some of the
common issues we face may seem
like a daunting task but if taken in
stride it’s possible to minimize stress
and maximize success.

Have an ag news
tip to report?
Call 410-822-3965!

Silage Packer

Packing silage at harvest is one of the most critical jobs in making quality forage. Proper packing
increases bunker storage capacity, reduces shrinkage and improves feed quality. A Silage packer
helps you properly pack the silage and save time and fuel.

WEAVERLINE, LLC.

877-464-1025

www.weaverline.com
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are not in appropriate condition
for calving. Scoring at weaning is
informative because it helps guide
feeding decisions to ensure pregnant
cows achieve adequate condition
before their next calving. Cows that
are thin at weaning will need more
high quality forage to replenish
body stores before calving in the
next season.
If cows are not in good condition
at calving, be prepared for possible hiccups come breeding season
since they will likely be thinner and
take longer to begin cycling and
conceive. If cows are thinner than
desired at calving (i.e., less than a
score of 5.5 to 6), ensuring adequate
access to high quality forage may
help to moderate condition loss
during early lactation going into
breeding season, which can help
promote fertility. Utilizing estrous
synchronization programs may also
help get these cows to start cycling
as well.
As we get past the cool, wet
spring weather and into summer
when growth of perennial pasture
slows dramatically, forage availability typically declines and it can

sometimes be difficult for cows
to maintain condition or replenish
stores that were lost earlier in the
season. In these instances, supplemental feeding may be required.
In extreme cases, early weaning
of calves (at ~6 months) may also
be an option. The premise of early
weaning of calves is to give cows
more time to replenish body condition on pasture, which is more
economical than feeding for body
condition gain during the winter.
When it comes to managing the
nutritional status of the cow herd,
the old adage “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure”
definitely holds true. Ensuring cows
are in appropriate condition before
calving is much easier (and cheaper)
than dealing with the repercussions
of cows that are too thin going into
breeding season.
If you find yourself in a situation
where cows are in less than ideal
condition at calving, do your best to
improve nutritional status as breeding season approaches by ensuring
access to high quality forages, but
take steps to ensure appropriate condition is achieved and maintained
before calving next year.
For additional information or
training resources related to body
condition scoring cattle, contact
your local extension agent or veterinarian.
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Name
Dairy Cattle Research
Philip Beachy
Glen-Toctin Farm
Vales-Pride Holstein
Cessna Bros. Farm
Savage-Leigh Farm
Lavon Yoder
Tobie Kinsinger FM.2
Thomas Muller Jr.
Mike & Anita Haines
Paul Yoder
Ezra Schrock
Paul & Henry Kinsinger
Vales-Pride Ayrshire
Room-to-Grow
Walnut Ridge Guernsey
Walnut Ridge Jerseys
Mike & Anita Haines 2
Spring Valley Jerseys
Eli Swarttzentruber

Breed
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
A
A
G
J
J
J
J

HECM
32,776
32,320
30,108
26,994
26,319
26,019
25,385
23,387
22,587
22,493
22,469
21,431
21,372
23,019
1,292
24,725
26,226
19,300
17,418
14,350

Herd Name
Coldsprings Farm
R.A. Bell & Sons LLC
Coldsprings Farm
Peace and Plenty Farms
Panora Acres
Md. Locust Crest Farm
Maryland Delight Farm
Lease Bros.
R.A. Bell & Sons LLC
Charles L. Lethbridge
Clint Lutz
Maryland Delight Farm
Clint Lutz

H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
B
H
J
J
J

Kilby Inc.
Long Green Farms Inc.
Kilby Inc.
Kilby Inc.
Wil-O-Mar Farm

H
H
X
X
H

Teabow Inc.
Shafdon Farms
Mercuro Farm LLC
Paul Coblentz & Sons
Dave & Carole Doody
Chris and Jamie Derr
Mercuro Farm LLC

H
H
H
H
H
H
H

CECIL

FREDERICK

Delaware DHIA
March 2021

KENT
Jenamy Farms
G. & S. Knutsen
G. & S. Knutsen

248
36
14

83.4
79.2
60.0

H
H
J

NEW CASTLE
Emerson, Robert L.

217

71.7

H

SUSSEX
Loyal Jake Bender
Bailey, J.E. & Sons Inc.
John A. Mills
Heatwole, J. & A.

172
259
145
62

89.9
81.2
68.2
63.2

H
H
J
H

Lancaster DHIA for
Maryland
CECIL

March 2021

Leonard & Vernon Horst
Ronald Underwood
Chesapeake Gold Farm
Chesapeake Gold Farm
Chesapeake Gold Farm
England Farm Inc.
Chesapeake Gold Farm
Keilholtz, J. & S.
Keilholtz, J. & S.

Dairy One DHIA
for Virginia

GARRETT
Delvin Mast

March 2021

Jim Elgin
Randall Inman
John O. Hardesty & Son
Randall Inman
Mt. Airy Dairy Farm
Alvis Dairy LLC
Mole Hill Dairy LLC

H
H
H
H
H
H
J

94.9
92.2
87.2
81.5
71.1
70.9
50.0

E

CARROLL

FREDERICK

Call 1-800-634-5021
to advertise on this page!

Breed

HARFORD

Andrew Kamyszek
Mt. Felix Farm
Mt. Felix Farm

WASHINGTON

Kirk Wenders

H
H
H
X
H
H
X

79
77
70
68
66
65
40

H
X

75
54

H

65

H
H
X

80
59
51

H

68
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Dairy One DHIA for Maryland

ECM
90.0
88.3
87.8
86.0
84.4
73.8
73.6
67.6
65.3
61.2
46.9
46.8
39.5
93.1
82.7
76.3
72.9
70.0
86.4
85.5
78.4
75.8
75.3
75.2
71.4

9.3
7.5
0.2
8.3
6.1
54
0.4

5.3
4.7

5.0

0.2
9.5
1.1

8.4

March 2021

Herd Name

Breed

ECM

Herd Name

Breed

ECM

Josh Skipton
Mike & Heather Iager
Venture Luck Farm
Josh Roderick

H
H
H
H

70.2
70.0
69.7
60.6

W. Edward Palmatary
Steve and Trish Boone
Benjamin Stanton
Benjamin Stanton

H
H
X
X

70.1
61.5
61.2
54.3

Mar-K Farms

H

91.6

Jarred and Trisha Boyce H
Jarred and Trisha Boyce J

83.4
46.8

Strawberry Hill Farm
James Archer
Quietness Farm
Harkins Hill Dairy
Horeb Hill Farm
Chris Dixon

H
H
H
H
H
M

74.8
73.6
69.9
66.0
63.8
51.3

Richard Edwards
Richard Edwards
Robert Meredith
Robert Meredith

H
J
H
J

79.5
47.4
44.1
34.0

University of Maryland
David & James Patrick
David & James Patrick

H
H
A

82.2
76.6
55.0

P. Thomas Mason
P. Thomas Mason
P. Thomas Mason

H
X
J

79.8
57.7
56.4

Ed Crossland

H

63.3

Lester C. Jones Inc.
Allen Weaver
Winterstein Farms LLC
Kevin Leaverton

H
H
H
H

87.8
75.8
74.3
73.8

Ralph W. Shank
Michael Forsythe
Cletus & Janice Frey
Pryor Brothers
Brent Horst
David Herbst
Cool Brook Farm
Ralph W. Shank
Debaugh Farms
Ralph W. Shank
Ralph W. Shank
Long Delite Farm
Cletus & Janice Frey
Michael Forsythe
Debaugh Farms

H
H
X
H
H
H
X
A
H
B
J
X
X
J
X

85.0
83.6
73.9
73.3
72.6
72.4
72.2
67.4
67.3
65.6
54.6
54.4
53.9
53.3
51.5

GARRETT

HARFORD

HOWARD

KENT

POTOMAC VALLEY
QUEEN ANNE’S

TALBOT

TIDEWATER

WASHINGTON

NEW & USED TANKS

NEW & USED TANKS
• VAUGHN DAIRY WATER HEATERS

• VAUGHN DAIRY WATER HEATERS
• DARITECH PASTEURIZERS
• DARITECH PASTEURIZERS
• GENERALREFRIGERATION
REFRIGERATION
• GENERAL

• PORTABLE110V
110V WALK-IN
WALK-IN RENTALS
• PORTABLE
RENTALS

717-643-1057

717-643-1057
24-HOUR SERVICE

GREENCASTLE,
PENNSYLVANIA
24-HOUR SERVICE

GREENCASTLE, PENNSYLVANIA

AUTHORIZED MUELLER DEALER

AUTHORIZED MUELLER DEALER

United We Stand with
America’s Farm Families
We’re Here To Help When You Need Us.

United DHIA Top 60 Herds in Virginia
Cool Law Holsteins
H
West-Rock Dairy
H
Goldenview Dairy Inc.
H
Home Place Dairy
H
Maynard Heatwole
X
Hammock Dairy Inc.
H
Chad & Rebeccas McMurray H
Cave View Farms
H
Mountain View Dairy
H
Ameva Farm Inc.
H
Seven Oaks Farm
X
Bowstring Holsteins
H
Stoney Run Farm Inc.
H
Stoneybrook Dairy
H
Va. Tech
H
Brandon Beery
H
Whispering Oaks Farm
H
Burnt Chimney Dairy
H
Turner Dairy
H
Burnt Chimney Dairy
H
Allen Layman
H
Willow Bend Dairy
H
Barny Bay Dairy Inc.
H
Curtis & Mark Sowers
H
Storey Creek Dairy
H
Luke & Roberta Heatwole H
Calvin Horst
H
Franklin Clear View Dairy X
William Brown
H
Robert Rutrough
H

March 2021

104.2
96.9
94.8
93.8
93.8
93.5
92.1
91.3
90.0
88.6
87.9
87.9
87.9
87.6
86.7
86.6
86.2
85.9
84.8
84.7
84.5
84.5
84.4
84.3
84.2
83.9
83.7
83.2
83.1
82.3

Flowing Spring Farm
Thomas E. Stanley & Sons
Alfred Stephens
Birch Lane Dairy
Lewis A. Lamb Sons Inc.
JRCC Dairy-State Farm
Burnt Chimney Dairy
Allen L. Shank
Sunrise Acres Inc.
Stanley Koogler
Daniel Layman
Cave View Farms Inc.
Kyle Leonard
James L. Will
Long-Acre Farm
Raymond L. Burkholder
Mel-Paula Holstein’s
Lewis and Margaret Wenger
Red-Vale Dairy
Mountain Breeze Farm
Lloyd E. Phillips
Matthews-Farms
R. M. Watkins & Sons Inc.
Jennings Gap Dairy
D., A. & G. Holsinger
Cave Hill Dairy Farm
Pleasant Pasture Dairy
Dogwood Farm LP LLP
Brandon Shrock D. T. Joy
Blackwater Bend Dairy Inc.

H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
X
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
X
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H

H-Holstein B-Brown Swiss X - Mixed
J - Jersey G - Guernsey A - Ayshire

82.3
81.9
81.5
81.2
80.9
80.7
80.5
80.3
80.1
80.1
79.9
78.5
78.3
77.6
77.3
76.5
76.3
75.6
74.9
74.2
73.9
73.8
73.7
73.6
73.4
73.1
72.9
72.9
72.7
72.6

www.rigidply.com

701 E. Linden Street,
Richland PA 17087
Ph: (717) 866-6581
Fx: (717) 866-7237

It’s where you’ll find your Complete Line of
Post-Frame Building Materials!
Roof & Floor Trusses
T&G & V-Groove Decking
GluLam Posts, Beams & Arches
Fabral Metal Roofing & Siding
Plyco Windows & Doors

To place an ad in this
directory call Tiffany or
Emily at 410-822-3965
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Study examines if judgment bias exists in dairy cows
BELFAST, Northern Ireland —
Over the past year, data has shown the
psychological damage that lockdown
can have on human wellbeing. New
research led by Queen’s University
Belfast has found that “livestock lockdown” may also damage emotional
wellbeing in dairy cows. The research
has been published in the Nature journal Scientific Reports.
In humans, negative moods are
linked to pessimistic judgments about
ambiguous stimuli, e.g., depression
and anxiety sufferers tend to expect
fewer positive outcomes in life. By
contrast, happy emotions and moods
are linked to more optimistic judgments.
This study is the first of its kind to
investigate whether dairy cows also
have this judgment bias, and whether optimistic judgments can be used
as an indicator of psychological wellbeing, which is important for animal

welfare.
Dr. Gareth Arnott, Senior Lecturer in Animal Behavior and Welfare
at Queen’s University and principal
investigator on the research, explains:
“Animal welfare scientists and dairy
consumers have long been concerned
that depriving dairy cattle of pasture
access harms their welfare. Pasture
access can promote natural behavior,
improve cows’ health, and cows given the choice spend most of their time
outside.
However, the effects of pasture
access on dairy cows’ psychological
wellbeing have been poorly understood – that is what our judgment bias
study intended to measure.”
To conduct their study the researchers, as part of a collaboration with the
Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute,
gave 29 Holstein-Friesian dairy cows
18 days of overnight pasture access
(which previous studies suggest improves wellbeing) and 18 days of full-

time indoor housing (which previous
studies suggest harms welfare).
Each cow was then trained to
approach a food rewarded bucket
location, but not approach another,
unrewarded bucket location. After
learning this task, to test judgment
bias, the researchers presented cows
with buckets in between the trained
locations. Approaching these intermediate buckets would reflect an
expectation of reward under ambiguity — an “optimistic” judgment
bias, suggesting positive emotional
states. The researchers found cows
kept indoors full-time were faster to
approach the known rewarded bucket location.
Andrew Crump, a postdoctoral
researcher from the School of Biological Sciences at Queen’s and lead
author of the paper, said: “Increased
reward anticipation suggests that an
animal has fewer rewards in its life,
so our results indicate that pasture is

a more rewarding environment for
dairy cows, which may induce more
positive emotional wellbeing than
full-time housing.
“Britain and Ireland have mostly
resisted the trend towards housing
dairy cows indoors full-time. We
hope that our research encourages
farmers, retailers, government and
consumers that pasture access is important for cow welfare, and should
be protected. In countries where fulltime housing is common, we hope
that ours and other welfare studies
challenge this trend.”
The Agri-Food and Biosciences
Institute (AFBI) Hillsborough hosted the study. This work was funded
by Northern Ireland’s Department
for the Economy, as well as a project
that has received funding from the
European Research Council (ERC)
under the European Union’s Horizon
2020 research and innovation program.

U.S. cattle groups want out of continental trade pact
BILLINGS, Mont. — In anticipation of a soon-to-be-held summit between U.S. Trade Ambassador Katherine Tai and her counterparts within
the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement
(USMCA), 18 national, state, and regional cattle and ranch associations
sent a letter today seeking immediate
relief from that agreement.
The letter addressed to Ambassador Tai and Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack states that the USMCA, “more than any other multilateral free trade agreement,” has “severely weakened” the United States’
live cattle supply chain and the rural
communities it supports.

Included in the letter are two
charts, one showing that during the
past seven years the United States
imported from Mexico and Canada
about two and one-half times the value of beef and cattle that it exports,
importing over $4.4 billion worth of
beef and cattle but only exporting
less than $2 billion of the same commodities.
The second chart depicts quantity-based USMCA trade and shows
the U.S. imported about three and
one-half times the quantity of beef
and cattle that it exported.
The ranch groups acknowledge
that the USMCA is working well for

multinational meatpackers, processors and importers who benefit greatly from sourcing more and more foreign cattle and unlabeled beef from
Mexico and Canada. But they argue
those benefits for the few are causing
irreparable harm to America’s family farm and ranch cattle producers
who “cannot be expected to prosper”
unless relief from the USMCA is
granted.
The letter also describes how multinational corporations exploited domestic cattle producers by importing
tens of thousands of slaughter-ready
cattle from Canada while simultaneously depriving U.S. cattle producers

access to their own markets following the outset of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The ranch groups concluded by
urging the Office of the U.S. Trade
Representative and Secretary Vilsack “to take decisive action to rebalance the untenable cattle and beef
trade imbalance memorialized under
the USMCA. At the very least, and as
a first step, we urge you to take steps
to assist America’s cattle farmers
and ranchers by giving them the ability to compete in their own domestic market by differentiating their
USA-produced beef from foreign
beef and beef from foreign cattle.”

IN BRIEF
Company plans to build $103 million facility in
Indiana to produce dairy, plant-based beverages
COLUMBUS, Ind. (AP) — A California-based company plans to build a
$103 million plant in southern Indiana
that will produce dairy and plantbased beverages and create more than
100 jobs.
Ninth Avenue Foods announced
Tuesday that the family-owned company would build a 260,000-squarefoot (79,248-square-meter) plant in
Columbus that will become its first
expansion outside of its home state.
The company, which specializes
in extended shelf-life dairy and dairy
alternative products, said the project
will become its Midwest headquarters
and create more than 100 jobs by late
2024 in the city about 50 miles (80
kilometers) south of Indianapolis.

The plant will produce dairy and
plant-based beverages, helping give
Ninth Avenue Foods a broader reach
across the country, company officials
said.. The plant will have up to seven
filling lines and also allow for the
production of some products that do
not require refrigeration.
The Indiana Economic Development Corp. will provide up to $1.1
million in tax credits if the company
meets its job creation goal. The IEDC
will also provide $150,000 to help
pay for local infrastructure improvements needed to support the plant.
The company expects to begin hiring
warehouse, production, maintenance,
administrative and other workers in
March 2022.

Bill in Congress prevents ‘misleading’ labeling
of products from nuts, seeds and plants as milk
MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP) — Four
members of Congress from dairy
producing states again introduced
legislation April 22 to prevent the
labeling of products from nuts, seeds
and plants as milk, saying it’s misleading to consumers.
The bipartisan bill, which has 33
co-sponsors in the U.S. House, calls
on the Food and Drug Administration
to enforce its regulations that define
milk and cream and stop the labeling of plant-based products as milk,
yogurt or cheese.
“Only milk comes from a cow
— not an almond or coconut or any
other fruit or vegetable,” said Idaho
U.S. Rep. Mike Simpson, a Republican, in a statement.

He said he’s been sounding the
alarm for years to the FDA for accurate labeling in the dairy industry.
“Dairy farmers, already struggling
to survive, are facing a growing
threat due to the misleading practice
of marketing plant-based products
as milk and dairy products,” said
Vermont U.S. Rep. Peter Welch, a
Democrat.
Idaho Sen. Jim Risch, a Republican, and Wisconsin Sen. Tammy
Baldwin, a Democrat, reintroduced
the legislation along with Welch and
Simpson.
An email was sent to the FDA
seeking comment. A message was
also sent to the Soyfoods Association
of North America.
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Additive cuts up to a third of cows’ methane releases
ROLLE, Switzerland — Cows
are creating the world’s first cattlegenerated carbon credits thanks to
Mootral’s breakthrough natural feed
supplement, Mootral Ruminant. The
cattle feed supplement is proven to cut
the amount of methane they release
by up to 38%, while increasing yield
naturally and enabling production of
climate-friendly milk and beef.
Described by one outlet as “the
Tesla of cows” and featured in the
New York Times, Bloomberg and The
Times of London, Mootral Ruminant
is the product of years of research,
started by leading research facility
Neem Biotech, which led to the birth
of spinout company Mootral.
Mootral Founder and CEO Thomas
Hafner, life sciences entrepreneur and
co-founder of Zaluvida Ventures with
nearly three decades of experience in
the industry, is now seeking a further
$2.5 million in investment to close
the current seed funding round, with
a Series A round to follow later in
the year, to help realise his vision of
providing Mootral Ruminant at no

Cattle ...
Continued from Front Page

and ear notching, Hurst explained in
a telephone conversation. They are
also judged on cattle handling safety
and how well the process flows.
A three-judge team is in place to
follow and evaluate the process as
calves move through the chute in a
timed event. The top tow teams from
each region compete in the state
contest.
The regions and team members are
as follow:
•
Southern
Piedmont
–
Dinwiddie FFA –Jill Reiter, Savannah
Schnepf, and Colby Ainsley. Coach –
Laurel Bishop
•
Shenandoah
Valley
–
Rockingham 4-H – Aden Bazzle,
Kaylee Hill, and Kaytlyn Hill. Coach
– Sam Leech
•
Southwest VA – Grayson

Meat ...

Continued from Front Page

he said. “As long as you do the right
thing, you’re fine. If you start cutting
corners… you’re going to get in
trouble.”
Still, wait times for farmers to
have animals processed continue
to grow. One processor said his
schedule was packed for the next
two years. Nickerson also said he
was booked into 2022 and fits in new
reservations only when a customer
cancels theirs.
Long wait times at regional
slaughterhouses are nothing new, but

cost to farmers across the world. This
represents a huge opportunity for
agriculture to play its part in fighting
climate change, and opening a new
market in carbon offset.
Agricultural emissions are set to be
under scrutiny at the COP26 climate
summit in November this year, while
the global carbon market, estimated
to be worth USD $215 billion, is
anticipated to grow even further after
a 34% leap in 2019 on the previous
year. Mootral is the first company to
sell carbon credits generated through
reductions in cattle methane emissions
meaning businesses across the globe
can purchase CowCredits to off-set
their emissions. Mootral’s carbon
credits are now also eligible for use
as part of global climate reduction
schemes such as CORSIA (Carbon
Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for
International Aviation).
Mootral estimates that if all 1.5
billion cows in the world ate Mootral
Ruminant for a year, the reduction in
methane emissions would be equivalent
to taking 330 million European cars
FFA- Elijah Osborne, Scott Kirk, and
Alyssa Sutherland. Coach – Zayne
Williams
•
Central VA – Augusta 4-H
–Makayla Talley, Madison Wheeler,
Elyse Dyson. Coach – Ashley Craun
•
New River Valley – Grayson
4-H –Isaiah Osborne, Riley Halsey,
and Zane Cox. Coach – Jimmy
Osborne
•
Fort
Chiswell/PulaskiCharlie Goforth, Karlynn Goforth
and Addie Crigger-Coaches-Jonathan
Grimes and Cynthia Hurst
The cattle working program is
part of Virginia Tech’s 4-H Youth
Livestock Program is the largest
animal science project area enabling
youth to develop their interest in beef
cattle, sheep, and swine in their 4-H
projects. Youth learn about selection,
care, and feeding of livestock, animal
health, and importance of good record
keeping. Emphasis for these projects
continues to be focused on life skill
development.

the last year has only exacerbated
the need for additional facilities. The
Southern Maryland Agricultural
Development Commission has been
working for more than a year to secure
USDA certification for Hertzler’s
Meats, a new Amish slaughterhouse
in St. Mary’s County. Delaware state
officials are also studying how to
open a new processor in the state,
Nickerson said.
USDA certification wouldn’t even
be necessary, he said. A new socalled “custom-exempt” plant that
slaughters animals for customers
who consume the meat themselves
would stay busy.
“I could supply them enough work
for a year,” Nickerson said.

off the road - more than currently in
use in the EU.* It also means over
half a billion carbon credits could be
generated, making Mootral one of
the most scalable currently available
solutions in the fight against climate
change.
Currently Mootral feed is used
by commercial dairy farms such as
Brades farm in the UK which supplies
premium barista milk to the UK’s
leading coffee shops, including the
high-end chain GAIL’s.
Mootral, which is leading the charge
for sustainable agriculture, plans to
turn their attention next to the climate
friendly beef market with pilots taking
place in the US and Europe this year,
as part of a bid to get sustainable meat
on the menu in steakhouses across the
globe.
Thomas Hafner, CEO of Mootral,
comments: “Cows play an important
role in our ecosystem, improving
soil quality and supporting carbon
sequestration, as well as providing a
great source of nutrition. It’s time for
us to help them become part of the

solution in the global fight against
climate change. By bringing down
methane emissions, which is 84 times
more potent as a greenhouse gas than
carbon dioxide in the first 20 years,
Mootral is a scalable technology that
opens a window of opportunity to
avert climate catastrophe while we
decarbonise the economy.
He continues: ”We’re very excited
to launch Mootral carbon credits on
the market: they offer superb value
to buyers, make a real difference to
emissions, and help sustain our ancient
farming communities and traditions.
I’m on a mission to make this feed
supplement available at no cost to all
cattle farmers eventually but I need
forward-thinking investors to get on
board today for that to happen and to
help us scale up internationally. We’re
seeking investors who want to tackle
climate change globally but to make
a difference locally. Ethical investors
who hope to support farmers within
their supply chains to cut emissions
whilst also being able to increase yields
and sell their milk at a premium.”

Be sure to ‘like’ The Delmarva Farmer on Facebook!

The Benefits to Rigidply Trusses:

•Trusses are True, Straight and Fit your building.
•Our Truss Designers and Registered Professional Engineers provide
assistance throughout your entire project.
•No Design Load reductions - ask for a 40 PSF load and get a 40 PSF load!
•Less bracing needed with our Trusses.
•Skilled Crane Truck Operators offer crane services with delivery.

717.866.6581
www.rigidply.com

701 E. Linden Street, Richland PA 17087
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