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By JONATHAN CRIBBS
Associate Editor

WILLARDS, Md. — A valued piece 
of the Eastern Shore’s lumber and 
forestry industries returned last week. 

Delmarva Lumber — a pine sawmill 
formerly known as Cropper Brothers 
Lumber Co. — celebrated its opening 
on May 25 in Wicomico County before 
a large group of loggers, foresters, land-
owners and state and local government 

representatives. 
Speakers greeted the grand opening 

as a welcomed interruption to several 

Delmarva Lumber defies odds to boost region’s forest products industry

Executive director: ‘This is a rarity’

Beth Hill, left, executive director of the Maryland Forests Association, addresses the crowd at the grand opening of Delmarva 
Lumber, a pine sawmill in Wicomico County, Md., on May 25. Ezra Rickards, the mill’s owner, stands beside her. The mill was 
previously known as Cropper Brothers Lumber Co.

Photo by Jonathan Cribbs

See RARITY
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RICHMOND, Va. — On May 21, 
Gov. Ralph S. Northam announced the 
appointment of Brad Copenhaver as 
the 17th Commissioner of the Virginia 
Department of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services. 

Having grown up in a farming 
family, Copenhaver is passionate about 
agriculture and has devoted his career 
to supporting Virginia’s largest private 
sector industry, Northam said.

Copenhaver fills the post vacated 

by Jewel Bronaugh who was recently 
confirmed as the deputy secretary for 
USDA. 

Hertz named Virginia’s new deputy secretary of agriculture and forestry

Copenhaver new head of VDACS

See COPENHAVER
Page 17
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By JANE W. GRAHAM
AFP Correspondent

“We are having a fair.” 
Announcements like that posted on 

the Rockingham County Fair Associa-
tion’s website are popping up more and 
more across Virginia and the region 
this year. 

Many of the traditional summer 
and early fall celebrations fell victim 
to COVID-19 in 2020. 

With restrictions being loosened, 
many communities will have their fairs 
back but are likely to be different in 
many ways as effects of the pandemic 
linger. 

Gov. Ralph Northam’s decision to 
lift all of Virginia’s pandemic medita-
tion restrictions as of May 28 changed 
plans for some fairs. Officials found 
themselves scrambling to see what it 
will take to open up the fairs and ex-
pand offerings to near pre-pandemic 
times.

“We are having a full-fledged fair 
this year,” Rebecca Holloway, the fair 
manager, said. “Meet us at the fair” is 
this year’s theme set for Aug. 16-21. It 
is one of the largest in the state.

Katherine Carter, Virginia Tech’s 
Extension assistant youth livestock pro-
graming specialist, said she is working 
to help the fairs conduct their livestock 

shows in accordance with state rules 
and regulations and was expecting up-
dates to come over the weekend.

Carter said most of the large fairs 
in the state seem to be getting ready to 
open this year within the COVID-19 
guidelines provided by the state and 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

There are also concerns for animal 
health and the possibility of disease 
spread among them at fairs.  

 As in-person poultry and livestock 
shows and events begin to resume, 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — The Mary-
land Department of Agriculture’s Pesti-
cide Regulation Section has announced 
the 2021 dates and drop-off locations 
for its Pesticide Container Recycling 
Program. 

On designated days from June 
through September farmers, pesticide 
applicators, and other pesticide users 
can recycle used plastic pesticide 
containers at no cost at locations in 
Frederick, Harford, Kent, Montgomery, 
Talbot, Washington, and Wicomico 
counties.

A schedule of 2021 collection dates 
and locations is available on the de-
partment’s website, mda.maryland.
gov. MDA urges participants to be 
sure containers meet the department’s 
specifications prior to drop-off. 

Here are locations and designated 
collection dates and times for partici-
pating counties:

• Kent County: Nicholson Transfer 
Facility, Chestertown, June 11, July 9, 
Aug. 13, Sept. 10; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; 

• Talbot County:  Mid-Shore Region-
al Solid Waste Facility, Easton, June 
18, July 16, Aug. 20, Sept. 17; 8 a.m. 
to noon. (MDA said because of legal 
restraints, only residents from Caro-
line, Kent, Queen Anne’s and Talbot 
counties are able to use the collection 
site in Easton.);

• Wicomico County:  Newland Park 
Landfill, Salisbury, June 25, July 23, 
Aug. 27, Sept. 24; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.;

• Frederick County: Frederick Coun-
ty Landfill, Frederick, June 15, July 20, 
Aug. 17, Sept. 21; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.;

• Washington County: Martin’s Ele-
vator, Hagerstown, June 1, July 6, Aug. 
3, Sept. 7; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.;

• Harford County:  Scarboro Land-
fill, Street, June 4, July 2, Aug. 6,, Sept. 
3; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; 

• Harford County: The Mill of Black 
Horse, White Hall. (This will be ac-
cepting clean, empty containers from 
June 1 through September 30, during 
normal business hours. Containers will 
be collected from The Mill’s current 
customers only. Call 410-329-6010 or 
410-692-2200 for hours of operation 

See FAIRS 
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The Cloverbud Parade at the Orange County Fair is scheduled to return this year as fairs in the region plan for more in-person 
programming with pandemic restrictions easing.

Photo courtesy Kaci Daniel

Md. Pesticide 
Container 
Recycling 
Program set

CENTREVILLE, Md. — The 23rd 
Annual Maryland Commodity Classic 
will be in person this year, the Mary-
land Grain Producers Association 
announced on May 25. The event is 
scheduled for July 22 at the Queen 
Anne’s County 4-H Park. 

Co-sponsored by the Maryland 
Grain Producers Association and 

Utilization Board, and the Maryland 
Soybean Board the event will feature 
updates on commodity checkoff-fund-
ed research, opportunities to visit with 
industry representatives, recognition 
of the 2021 scholarship recipients and 
the Dr. Miller award winner, a keynote 
speaker and a barbecue chicken and 
crab feast. 

The Commodity Classic will open 

the gates at 8:30 a.m. 
MGPA staff said it anticipates four 

research presentations beginning at 9 
a.m., followed by the group’s business 
meeting beginning at 1:30 p.m. with 
state and national updates, recognition 
of scholarship recipients and Dr. Mill-
er Award presentation and keynote 
speaker.

A link for online registration is 

available at marylandgrain.org/events, 
to provide an accurate headcount 
and receive updates on credits being 
offered, schedule confirmation, and 
more. 

To enter, tickets will be $10 before 
2:30 p.m., $20 after 2:30 p.m., and no 
entry after 3:30 p.m. 

Association members will receive a 
free ticket via mail by July. 

Commodity Classic to scheduled to be in-person

See RECYCLING 
Page 18

County fairs make adjustments, again
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BLACKSBURG, Va. — To identify 
and implement ecologically sound 
grazing practices, the Southern Sus-
tainable Agriculture Research and 
Education program has announced a $1 
million Research and Education Grant, 
the largest awarded since the program 
launched.

The National Center for Appropriate 
Technology, the project lead, selected a 
systems research approach to identify 
practical and regionally appropriate 
methods of regenerative grazing that 
can be implemented across the south-
east. Systems research analyzes the 
problem as a whole by focusing on a 
broad array of factors rather than on a 
few isolated variables.

By including the social, economic, 
political, physical, and biological com-
ponents of regenerative grazing, the 
team can identify more effective water 
management strategies, better ways to 
sequester carbon, and the best meth-
ods for improving soil health through 
regenerative grazing practices.

“We want to promote and encourage 
greater understanding of regenerative 

grazing and soil health as part of a 
vibrant, just value chain, specifically 
promoting environmental and conser-
vation benefits of soil health practices 
and grazing principles that enhance 
participation and relationships for peer-
to-peer learning and mentoring,” said 
Eric Bendfeldt, a Virginia Cooperative 
Extension specialist and associate di-
rector of the Center for Food Systems 
and Community Transformation at 
Virginia Tech. 

The grant will utilize the Virginia 
Tech College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences’ and Virginia Cooperative 
Extension’s resources to bring the in-
formation to the people of the common-
wealth. As the project moves forward, 
the School of Plant and Environmental 
Sciences; the Center for Food Systems 
and Community Transformation; and 
the Department of Agricultural, Lead-
ership, and Community Education will 
assist.

Extension will work as a state-based 

Danny Boyer, owner and operator of Four Winds Farm, a grass-fed beef operation 
in Grayson County, Va., has ample experience sharing and implementing soil 
conservation strategies on his own farm and on farms in his community through 
teaching, demonstrating and applying practices such as managed grazing and 
alternative water systems.

Photo courtesy Virginia Tech

Grant aims to identify, 
implement ecologically 
sound grazing practices

See GRANT 
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 EDITORIAL

STATEMENT ON COLUMNS: The columnists’ views 
in this issue are their own and do not necessarily 

reflect those of The Delmarva Farmer.

It’s on us to check on each other
When staff from the University of 

Maryland Extension reached out about 
running part of its series on managing stress 
to mark May as Mental Health Awareness 
month, it was an easy choice to say “Yes.”

Rural communities face higher rates of 
depression, substance abuse and suicide than 
in urban areas, and farmers, while remarkably 
self-reliant, often face additional stress. 

Those articles in our series touched on 
stress at a planting season, opioid abuse, 
coping mechanisms and handling financial 
stress, but the site goes much deeper into 
everyday concerns that could effect stress 
such as family routines, nutrition and 
relationships.

There’s the pressure of growing a crop 
every year amid multiple uncontrollable 
variables and doing it well enough to earn a 
living; there’s the pressure of maintaining the 
operation to pass on to future generations. 

And, then there’s the COVID-19 pandemic 
that turned much of what farmers felt they 
could rely on upside-down. 

These are topics that aren’t easy to 
talk about, but their importance can’t be 
overstated, and we were all in to spread the 
message.

Over the winter, UME asked farmers about 
COVID-19 impacts on their farm. 

More than 400 farmers responded with 52 
percent stating that while their day-to-day 
activities had not changed, their stress level 
and health concerns increased by 66 percent 
and worker/personal safety increased 58 
percent. 

Dr. Norman B. Epstein, professor of family 
science at University of Maryland’s School of 
Public Health says it’s easy for small stresses 
to “pile up” and build into a single mountain 
of stress that is difficult to trace its origin 
and can lead to anger, depression and severe 
anxiety. 

To address the many stressors a farmer 
can face, Extension created a Farm Stress 
Management webpage at www.go.umd.edu/
farmstressmanagement and packed it with 
resources on managing financial, emotional 
and physical stress and recognizing its effects 
in others in hopes of helping them get the 
help they need.  

Just like Extension’s volume of resources 
available in managing crops, animals, 
pesticides and fertilizer, it has provided many 
tools to help address stress in your life and 
the lives of your loved ones. 

It’s on us to check on one another, look for 
warning signs, ask the tough questions in a 
caring way and get them help if they need it. 

No one understands a farmer’s stress 
better than another farmer and as hard as it 
may seem to broach the subject, farmers are 
primed to take on tough tasks. 

“If you break through the taboo and you 
ask the person, they’re usually not offended,” 
Epstein says in one of the videos posted on 
the site. “They’re relieved that somebody 
noticed and somebody cares, so we highly 
recommend doing that.”

Though May is at its end, the site 
remains up indefinitely as the push for more 
awareness needs to continue indefinitely.

 VIEWPOINT

By JOHNNY PAINTER

(Johnny Painter, a third-generation farmer, 
operates an organic dairy and beef farm in Penn-
sylvania in partnership with his two brothers. He 
is a longtime Farm Bureau leader and serves on 
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s board of directors.)

When the vaccine for COVID-19 became avail-
able, I was skeptical and had decided to take my 
chances without it. 

Then I got sick.
Fighting a COVID-19 infection changes your 

perspective. It was horrible. I have never felt sicker 
in my life. I spent nearly a week in the hospital and 
had to isolate at home for 23 days after that. 

I also recognize that I’m lucky. There are more 
than 3 million people worldwide who will never be 
able to tell their stories.

I need to wait until June, 90 days after recover-
ing from my infection, to get vaccinated. 

But as soon as I’m able, I’ll be rolling up my 
sleeve for my shot. I don’t want to go through what 
I went through again. 

I am urging others to do the same.
Like all farmers, I continued to work through 

the pandemic. 
And I took precautions to limit my exposure to 

the virus. By the start of 2021, I was feeling confi-
dent that I had avoided getting sick.

I started feeling mildly sick on Feb. 27. 
That evening, I had a sneezing and coughing fit 

that lasted three to four minutes. 
The next morning, I woke up feeling horrible. 
My head and whole body ached. My feet felt 

I planned to decline vaccine, but 
getting COVID changed my mind

See PAINTER
Page 13



The Delmarva Farmer, June 1, 2021            5

Each year, sheep/goat producers 
need to decide which female 
offspring to keep. 

For most producers, it is 
customary to breed with outside 
rams/bucks, but to select their own 
female replacements. 

Restricting introductions to males 
limits the risk of introducing new 
diseases and is a good biosecurity 
practice.

Hopefully, sheep/goats are 
individually identified, and 
good records are kept. For meat 
production, female offspring from 
the dams that wean the heaviest 

litters should be favored. 
Ewe lambs and doe kids with 

heavier individual weaning weights 

should be considered. 
Even if you don’t get weaning 

weights, you can usually figure out 
which ones these are.

Selecting on weights is good 
because weight is a composite trait 
whereas birth type is a single trait 
(and not very heritable). 

At the same time, it’s important 
not to select lambs/kids just because 
they have environmental advantages. 

Weights should be adjusted for 
age, sex, type of birth and rearing, 
and age of dam.

Deciding which ewes/does to 
remove from the flock/herd is 

equally important as selecting 
replacements. 

The primary reason to get rid of a 
ewe/doe is age. Personally, I would 
keep a ewe/doe as long as she is 
profitable (productive and sound). 

Some ewes/does are productive 
past 7 years of age; others develop 
soundness issues or decline 
noticeably in production before that.

With some exceptions, I would 
cull ewes/does that fail to raise a 
good lamb/kid. 

Which ones to keep?

SHEPHERD’S 
NOTEBOOK

By SUSAN SCHOENIAN
Sheep and Goat Specialist

University of Maryland

See SCHOENIAN
Page 12

As we approach summer, I hope 
everyone’s planting season is going 
well. 

Here in Maryland we have hit 
some dry weather. We haven’t 
registered yet on the Drought 
Monitor, but there are some dry 
areas in Virginia and Pennsylvania 
that are creeping our way. 

The lack of rain has helped with 
field work to a point, but I certainly 
hope by the time you are reading 
this, that we will have received some 
much needed rain.

That is the thing about the 
weather. You just can’t predict it. 

But one thing you can predict is 
that FSA acreage reporting is right 
around the corner. 

Now there is no need to panic, 
there is still plenty of time, but it 
never hurts to send out a reminder 
because acreage reporting is very 
important for what FSA can do for 
you. 

The programs we plan for, like 
ARC/PLC and the programs we may 
not even know about yet require 
acreage reporting. If you want to 
remain eligible for FSA benefits, you 

need to report your acres. 
The upcoming Maryland 

deadlines include June 15th for 
tomatoes. 

Then July 15th marks the deadline 
for corn, soybeans, sorghum, spring 
oats, fruits (except apples, peaches, 
plums, and cherries), vegetables 
(except peas and potatoes), hay, 
pasture, and CRP/CREP. 

Please consider contacting your 

Acreage reporting and a return to normalcy
KEEPING 

THE FARM

By BOB WEVODAU
Farm Program Chief 

Farm Service Agency, Maryland

See WEVODAU
Page 12
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Shedding the mask was a big deal 
for me last week. 

Yes, I am vaccinated and consid-
ered safe. 

I would hope each of you would 
consider vaccination if you have not 
already done so. 

I enjoy seeing people smile. 
It is encouraging to see the coun-

try opening up again. 
Hopefully we can get people off 

unemployment and back to work 
soon.

We have just observed Memorial 
Day. How many Americans really 
understand the significance of this 
weekend? 

Observing the ultimate contribu-
tion made by many should make us 
all want to pause and be grateful. 

Is America safe today? Is Ameri-
ca the land of the free? 

Some people may have questioned 
my lengthy reporting about China 
the past few months. I understand. 

This can never happen to the 
United States, right? 

For those that did take the time to 
read the several points of influence 
they have made in the United States, 
have you noticed that the news is 
now reporting on several of these 
issues? Scary! 

The Chinese are now canceling 
purchase orders for old crop grains 

in favor of cheaper new crop con-
tracts which has created some of the 
recent market volatility. 

The markets go up, and then the 
markets go down. We have seen 
more market volatility this spring 
than normal. 

I hope some of you captured some 
of these highs and did not just watch 
from the sidelines. 

I understand your frustration this 
spring if you delivered contracted 
corn at a dollar less than the cash 
market was offering.

 If you delivered your contract 
corn at a profit, that’s all that mat-
ters.

I get a kick out of the excuses for 
doing nothing in a price rally: “I did 
not lose what I never had.”

True enough. We can also look 
at delivering contract corn at a price 
less than the current cash price — “I 

delivered corn at a profit!” — that is 
what is important!

Grain marketing requires you to 
remember the fundamentals and not 
have an elephant’s memory. 

You need to use a cowboy’s 
philosophy: “When you get thrown 
from your horse, you better get right 
back on or your fear may destroy 
your confidence and you may say, 
‘the hell with it,’ I am too old to 
learn!“

Marketing is not being a gambler 
and swinging for the fences every 
time. It is about taking advantage of 
opportunities at a given time and un-
derstanding the tools that are avail-
able to you to use at that time. 

Regardless of your age, you can 
learn about these tools. Marketing 
tools are just like the wrenches in 
your tool bag. 

You need several to have the right 
one for the specific job. 

This past month was an excellent 
time to use options. If you do not 
understand them - learn them! It’s on 
you!

On May 27, July corn closed at 
$6.28 and was looking for a level to 
pause at. December new crop closed 
at $5.27 down from $6.38 on May 
7. July wheat closed at $6.61 on this 
same date.

Soybeans have not fallen as 

quickly. November beans closed at 
$13.47 on the 27th and was down a 
dollar since May 12.

Weather is the major influence in 
the market at this time. According 
to NOAA, the weather from June 
3-9 should see above normal tem-
peratures along with above normal 
moisture for much of the Corn Belt 
and Southeast. 

Their maps show above average 
rainfall are expected from Iowa, 
Missouri and areas east. It does indi-
cate that the Dakotas and Nebraska 
may remain short of moisture. 

The USDA Crop Progress report 
released Monday May 24 had corn 
plantings at 90-percent complete 
which was right at the trades expec-
tations. 

This was well over the 80% five 
year average. Due to this rapid early 
planting Allendale has increased 
yield estimates 1 percent over trend 
line to 181.4 bushels per acre. Wow! 

The relevant question becomes 
“How many acres were planted?” 

As I mentioned last week, USDA 
will survey growers early this month 
to get a handle on acres planted and 
this report will be released June 30. 

The weekly crop progress report 

It’s time to retire the excuses
GRAIN 

MARKETING

By JOHN HALL
Commodities Analyst

“But be doers of the Word, and 
not hearers only, deceiving your-
selves. For if anyone is a hearer of 
the Word and not a doer, he is like a 
man observing his natural face in a 
mirror; for he observes himself, goes 
away, and immediately forgets what 
kind of man he was.” 

—James 1:22-23

Recently, a local Christian radio 
station asked parents to call in with 
advice for 2021 high school and 
college graduates. 

One mom said, “When making a 
decision, stand in front of a mirror 
and look yourself directly in the 
eyes. 

Do you like who you see after 
making your choice?” 

This smart mother and the book 
of James give Christians much to 
consider.

In the New Testament we find 
James’ letter to the Jewish believers, 
teaching them how to live skillfully 
as Christians among the Gentiles 
outside of Israel. 

His “wisdom” letter reminded 
them to persevere with patience and 
resist the pressure to conform to 
societal standards. 

God’s grace was the foundation of 
strength for the difficult tasks they 
faced as early believers. 

His letter is just as relevant for us 
today. 

We all need to lean on this grace 
when we are tempted to blend into 
the unbelieving world instead of 

standing out for Christ.
James gives guidelines to his 

readers for maturing in the faith: 
Relinquish our controlling natures 
and submit to God; resist temptation 
from the devil; love the rich and 
poor in our communities equally; 
make time to consistently worship 
God outside of church; renounce 
and reject sinful attitudes or habits; 
react with Godly sorrow to our sin; 
respond with humility regarding 
our successes; and refuse to slander 
other Christians. (James 4:7-12)

Author and pastor David Jeremiah 
asks, “What happens when people 
call themselves Christians and do 
not control their tongues or know-
ingly ignore the needy? What about 
when they push others aside to get 
ahead, show no interest in the Bible, 
or attend church sporadically at best? 
If someone lives like this, is their 
faith in Christ sincere?”

As we examine our reflections 
in the mirror may we walk away 
reflecting Christ to the world, always 
giving thanks for His grace that 
saved us.

Mirror, mirror on the wall
FAITH 

OF OUR 
FARMERS

By C.C. ALLEN

See HALL
Page 7

Shortly after America’s largest 
private farmland owners, Microsoft 
billionaires Bill and Melinda Gates, 
acknowledged their pending divorce, 
some wag on Twitter wondered what 
might be the appropriate time to wait 
before he approached the soon-to-be-
former missus to ask about renting 
some of her farmland.

While he was joking, it’s no joke 
that the about-to-split pair owns the 
largest amount of working farmland 
in the nation. According to the Win-
ter 2020 issue of The Land Report, a 
quarterly magazine that tracks U.S. 
land sales, Bill and Melinda Gates 
now own 242,000 acres of farmland 
worth “more than $690 million.”

If their “transitional” and “rec-
reational” acres are added in, the 
Gateses own 268,984 acres.

According to TLR, most of it was 
acquired through Cascade Invest-
ments LLC, a private, Washington 
State-based firm that handles both 
the Gates family’s personal invest-
ments and those of the $50-billion 
Gates Foundation, a global phil-
anthropic effort dedicated to fight 
“poverty, disease, and inequity.”

Much of the land, mostly pur-
chased in the last decade, lies in the 

South: 69,071 acres in Louisiana, 
47,927 acres in Arkansas, 16,963 
acres in Mississippi, and 14,828 in 
Florida.  

When asked on the social media 
platform Reddit in late March why 
farmland and why now, Bill Gates 
first deflected: “My investment 
group,” presumably Cascade, “chose 
to do this. It is not connected to 
climate.” 

But he quickly pivoted to what 
sounded more like Gates Foundation 
strategy than a Gates family farm 
plan.

“The agriculture sector is im-
portant,” he explained. “With more 
productive seeds we can avoid de-

FOOD &
FARM 
FILE

By ALAN GUEBERT

Beware of philosopher 
kings and prophets of 
‘synthetic alternatives’

See GUEBERT
Page 12
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Hall ...
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 Agricultural commodities are 
riding a wave of high prices which 
is good news for farmers in the short 
run. 

As our regular readers know, we 
have pointed out that high agricul-
tural commodity prices generally 
result from short-term shifts in either 
supply (a decrease) or demand (an 
increase). 

The resulting high prices trigger 
an exaggerated increase in produc-
tion and often by the time the crop is 
harvested, the crunch has passed and 
prices plummet.

Since the start of the current wave 
of high agricultural prices we have 
worried that this historical pattern 
will repeat itself and farmers will 
once again find themselves in finan-
cial distress.

What we did not anticipate was 
a new problem on the horizon that 
could have a devastating impact on 

the price of storable agricultural 
commodities. 

The problem: getting the product 
from here to there. Let us explain.

With a recovery from the coro-
navirus pandemic on the horizon, 
companies are going all in to make 
sure that they have their products 
on the shelves when the anticipated 
recovery arrives. 

They do not want to be caught 
short waiting for products to arrive.

As a result, we are seeing a sig-

nificant tightening of international 
supply chains. Some products and 
product components are in short 
supply. 

In addition, the surge in demand 
for a wide range of products and 
product components requires ships 
to move the products from producers 
to consumers, say from China to 
the United States or the European 
Union.

But the problem is not just an 
issue of the absolute number of ships 
available; it is also an issue of the 
spread of the coronavirus among 
seafarers on those ships. 

In addition, ships that have visited 
countries with high coronavirus 
infections are not permitted to dock 
in some ports. 

With coronavirus infections 
among crew members, there may not 
be enough people available to crew 
those ships, leaving them sit idle 

until a full crew can be found.
This is particularly challenging 

because the country with one of the 
highest rate of uncontrolled coro-
navirus spread, India, is the home 
country for some 12 percent of 
seafarers involved in international 
shipping.

So even if we had enough ships 
for the current crunch in demand, we 
would still have a problem getting 
enough healthy seafarers to crew the 
ships.

And therein is the immediate 
threat to high agricultural commod-
ity prices. 

These high prices are the result of 
increased international demand for 
agricultural commodities. 

But, if we can’t get the corn, 
wheat, soybeans, rice, and cotton 

Pandemic continues to mess with crop prices
POLICY 

PENNINGS

By Dr. HARWOOD D. SCHAFFER

See SCHAFFER
Page 10

will start including crop ratings 
beginning June 1 which will also 
provide additional information as to 

the crop size. 
Like most years, weather during 

the upcoming summer months will 
remain the main concern and market 
mover in the near term.

Soybean plantings was reported at 
75-percent complete in this report. 

This was also well more than the 
54-percent, five-year average. 

As with corn, Allendale has also 
given beans a 1-percent, early-plant-
ing premium and increased expected 
yields to 51.6 bushels per acre.

Grain markets were closed on 
Sunday and Monday this past week 
to observe Memorial Day. 

They restarted on Monday night.
(Note: I research material from 

Allendale, DTN, USDA, University 
Land Grants and other credible 
sources in compiling this article. It 
is not merely my opinion, but rather 
a consensus of experts in the trade. 
Looking for a marketing coach or 
someone to discuss strategies with? 
Contact me at jehgrain@gmail.com, 
or call 410-708-8781.)
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By JANE W. GRAHAM
AFP Correspondent

FISHERSVILLE, Va. — The 2021 
Virginia Cattlemen’s Association Field 
Day and Dairy Expo is scheduled for 
July 9 at the Augusta Expo from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Virginia’s newly appointed Com-
missioner of Agriculture, Brad Copen-
haver, will be among the speakers at 
this year’s field day.  Copenhaver has a 
strong background in the cattle indus-
try having grown up on a beef cattle 
and burley tobacco farm in Washington 
County.

“We look forward to hopefully 
seeing many of you at our Field Day,” 
Brandon Reeves, VCA executive direc-
tor,” said in a message to the group’s 
members. “We’ve got a great lineup of 
speakers and vendors.  We’re excited 
to see everyone after not being able to 
congregate.”

This celebration of the industry is a 
state-wide gathering of cattle producers 
and associations, livestock company 
vendors, livestock businesses, as well 
as government and private stakehold-
ers.

The annual joint event of VCA and 
The Virginia State Dairymen’s asso-
ciation was cancelled last year due to 
COVID-19. 

The program this year includes a 
keynote presentation by Jim Weise-

meyer of Pro Farmer, a well-known 
agriculture journalist. 

A panel discussion with Congres-
sional agriculture staff members will 
follow.

Weisemeyer is Pro Farmer’s policy 
analyst, providing its members with 
the latest information on agricultural 
policy and trade developments.  He is a 
frequent guest on Farm Journal’s Agri 
Talk ATB radio program and an editor 
of The Agriculture Letter.

His career covering and interview-
ing senior government officials began 
in 1978. 

He has reported on Presidents Ron-
ald Reagan and Jimmy Carter and 
USDA secretaries since Earl Butz.  
He has traveled extensively and is a 
frequent speaker on farm policy and 
trade issues. 

  The morning agenda includes the 
VA Beef Council Annual Meeting and 
the Virginia State Dairymen’s Annual 
Meeting. 

The VCA’s Annual Meeting will fol-
low the panel as will a NCBA Update.

VCA will present the Allen K. Ran-
dolph “Cattleman of the Year Award, 
the Martin F. Strate “Industry Service 
Award” and the “Seedstock Producer of 
the Award” during the program.

Officials ask that those planning to 
attend RSVP to Eventbrite.com (Search 
for Virginia Cattlemen’s Field Day) or 
call the office at 540-992-1009.

2021 VCA Field Day and 
Dairy Expo set for July 9

Delmarva has a history of being sweet on sweet corn
By RICHARD McDONOUGH

AFP Correspondent

In terms of acres harvested, sweet 
corn is the number one vegetable crop 
(ahead of tomatoes and snap beans) 
in the United States, according to the 
USDA. 

When considering total production, 
sweet corn is ranked third (behind 
tomatoes and onions) nationally. 

While sweet corn is a major crop 
throughout Delaware, Maryland, 
and Virginia, the two Eastern Shore 
counties in Virginia have only modest 
farming operations for this crop.

Acreage planted with sweet corn 
has grown in recent years in Dela-
ware. According to the USDA, there 
were 10,000 acres planted with sweet 
corn in Delaware in 2016, with 9,800 
of those acres harvested that year. In 
2017, the numbers increased to 11,000 
acres planted, with 10,800 harvested; 
in 2018 (the most recent year for these 
statistics from the USDA), it was 
11,400 acres planted and 11,200 acres 
harvested. 

Almost all of the acreage planted 
with sweet corn in the First State is 
within Kent and Sussex counties; New 
Castle County only has very limited 
acreage planted with sweet corn.

Yields per acre varied from 125 
hundredweight, or cwt, in 2016 to 

140 cwt in 2017 to 135 cwt in 2018. 
Total production, according to the 
USDA, was 1,226,000 cwt in 2016 and 
1,512,000 cwt in both 2017 and 2018.

Production values rose from 2016 

to 2018, but dipped from 2017 to 2018. 
In 2016,  the value of  sweet 

corn production in Delaware was 
$14,262,000 according to the USDA. 
In 2017, the dollar volume increased 

to $19,439,000, but decreased to 
$16,633,000 in 2018.

Land planted with sweet corn 
amounted to 8,300 acres in Maryland 
in 2018, with 8,100 of those acres 
harvested, according to the USDA. 
Maryland’s sweet corn yield stood at 
120 cwt per acre in 2018, according 
to the USDA. 

Total production of sweet corn was 
972,000 cwt in the same year. The 
USDA reported that the value of sweet 
corn produced by farmers in Maryland 
was $19,256,000 in 2018.

According to the 2017 Census of 
Agriculture, the most recent source for 
this specific data issued by the USDA, 
there were 279 farms in Maryland 
producing sweet corn on 8,054 acres 
in the state in 2017. Of that number, 84 
farms were in the nine counties of the 
Delmarva within Maryland. 

The vast majority of acreage in the 
state devoted to sweet corn farming 
was located in these nine counties 
— at least 6,022 acres. Dorchester 
County (3,020 acres) and Caroline 
County (2,243 acres) were by far the 
largest producers of sweet corn in 
both Maryland’s Delmarva as well as 
statewide. Please note that statistics 
that might identify small numbers of 

While sweet corn is a major crop throughout Delaware, Maryland and Virginia, the 
two Eastern Shore counties in Virginia have only modest farming operations for this 
crop.

See CORN
Page 9
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Rarity ...
Continued from Front Page

debilitating years in the regional for-
est-product industry including the shut-
down of multiple Maryland sawmills.  

“Over the past several years, the 
forest products industry in Maryland 
has been declining, and I’m glad to 
share some good news with you about 
the opening of this mill,” said Beth Hill, 
executive director of the Maryland For-
ests Association. “Never in my career 
have I seen a mill saved from the chop-
ping block, not dismantled and hauled 
away after closing. This is a rarity.”

Ezra Rickards, a Millsboro, Del., 
auto body shop owner, purchased Crop-
per Brothers at auction in November, 
preventing the mill’s dissolution. He 
announced plans to upgrade the facil-
ity and revitalize the region’s timber 
market. The operation had been in 
receivership with the Farmers Bank of 
Willards since it closed in 2017.

“This isn’t my background,” Rick-
ards said. “But I’m willing to work 
hard and give it my all, and with the 
best guidance of a lot of other people 
in the industry I feel slightly prepared 
for what lies ahead, but it’s a learning 
experience just like it was when they 
opened the doors here the first time. 
We’ll get there.” 

Before Cropper Brothers closed, it 
supplied the region with pilings, heavy 
timber and tongue-and-groove prod-
ucts, among others, made mostly from 
regional Southern Yellow Pine. 

The pine is ideal for outdoor wood 
products due to its weight and density, 
which help it better accept chemical 
treatments necessary for burial or 
outdoor use.

Since its closure, the regional mill 
industry has had trouble keeping up 
with demand, leading to an influx of 
timber from the South. 

Delmarva Lumber, ideally, would 
encourage growth in the dwindling 
forest products industry. 

More than 730,000 acres in Mary-
land are “primed” for forestry and 

logging, and the Delmarva Lumber is 
an “extraordinary opportunity for the 
state,” said Kelly Schulz, state com-
merce secretary. 

“This is significant for the amount of 
economic revenue, and all of our legis-
lators that are from the House and the 
Senate and (here)… today understand 
the importance of economic revenue 
and what that’s bringing to the state’s 
coffers,” she said. 

Maryland’s government has funded 
a raft of small efforts, including stud-
ies, to buttress the shrinking industry 
but declined industry leaders’ pleas in 
2019 to upgrade or replace an aging 
wood-burning power plant at Eastern 
Correctional Institution in Somerset 
County. 

Foresters and loggers also struggled 

greatly after the Verso Corp. closed a 
massive paper mill in Allegany County 
in 2019.  

Delmarva Lumber has already 

milled more than a million board feet 
of lumber for shipment, Rickards said. 

Cropper Brothers opened in Wil-
lards in 1965.

Supporters of the forest products industry listen to speakers at the grand opening of Delmarva Lumber in Willards, Md., on May 
25.

Photo by Jonathan Cribbs

farms with limited acreage in specific 
geographic areas are generally redact-
ed from USDA reports.

Between 2009 and 2015, the USDA 
reported that between 3,000 and 3,500 
acres were planted with sweet corn 
in Virginia, with between 2,800 and 
3,100 acres harvested annually. Pro-
duction value, according to the USDA, 
was $7,285,000 in 2015. 

Virginia Tech reported that 3,000 
acres of sweet corn were grown in 
Virginia in 2017. Few of those acres 
were in the two Delmarva counties in 
the Commonwealth.

Separate reporting on the farming 
of sweet corn in Delaware, Maryland, 
and Virginia is limited. Beyond the 
statistics listed for specific years, 
reports were not issued by the USDA 
for subsequent years.

The USDA, though, has reported 
national statistics for more recent 
years. Total production of sweet corn 
throughout the United States “…in 
2020 totaled 62.9 million cwt, down 
slightly from 2019. Planted area was 
estimated at 402,900 acres, down one 
percent from the previous year. 

Area harvested, at 386,200 acres, 
was down one percent from 2019. 
The value of the crop to4taled $743 
million, 14 percent more than the pre-
vious year. Utilized production totaled 
62.7 million cwt, of which 15.1 million 
cwt was for the fresh market and 2.38 
million tons were for processing.”

The Virginia Department of Ag-
riculture and Consumer Services 
reported that the average price col-
lected at retail farmers markets in the 
Commonwealth ranged from $5.29 
for dozen ears of sweet corn in 2015 
to $6.44 for the same amount in 2019; 
the highest price was at $6.96 for a 
dozen ears in 2018. 

The five-year average price from 
2015 to 2019 was $6.26.

Corn ...
Continued from Page 8

Eddie Mercer Agri-Services, Inc.

CALL 301-663-4678 TO TALK WITH OUR SEED SALES REP 
OR FOR THE NAME OF A DEALER CLOSE TO YOU.

or visit our website
www.eddiemerceragri-services.com

  
ALL OF OUR WHEAT, BARLEY AND TRITICALE IS ALL OF OUR WHEAT, BARLEY AND TRITICALE IS 

GROWN AND PROCESSED RIGHT HERE IN GROWN AND PROCESSED RIGHT HERE IN 
MARYLAND and DELAWAREMARYLAND and DELAWARE

Mercer Brand MBX and AgriPro Wheat, 
Certified Barley, Triticale and 
Cover Crop Wheat and Rye 

Keep watching our website to see how our wheat 
performed in your neighborhood!
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Be sure to ‘like’ 
The Delmarva Farmer on Facebook!

USDA to begin paying off loans of minority farmers

Fluorescent light may detect heat stress impact on yield

WASHINGTON (AP)  —Minority 
farmers will begin to receive debt 
relief beginning in early June under 
what Agriculture Secretary Tom Vil-
sack called one of the most significant 
pieces of civil rights legislation in 
decades.

In an op-ed piece published May 21 
in USA Today, Vilsack also called the 
debt relief a “major civil rights victory, 
“saying it responds to systemic dis-

crimination perpetrated against farm-
ers and ranchers of color by USDA.

In April, the Wisconsin Institute for 
Law and Liberty, a Milwaukee-based 
nonprofit filed a lawsuit on behalf 
of white farmers from Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, South Dakota, Missouri, 
Iowa, Oregon, Kentucky and Ohio 
challenging the debt relief program as 
unconstitutional. 

“Conditioning benefits from the 

federal government on the basis of 
race is unconstitutional,” the organi-
zation’s president Rick Esenberg said 
in a statement. “WILL is committed to 
ensuring that the current threats to the 
bedrock principle of equality under the 
law, something that many generations 
have worked tirelessly to achieve, are 
challenged and fought.”

The class-action suit was lodged on 
Thursday, April 29, in a U.S. District 

Court in Green Bay, Wis. It listed U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack 
and Zach Ducheneaux, administrator 
of the Farm Service Agency, as de-
fendants.

After the suit was filed, USDA said 
it was reviewing the lawsuit with the 
U.S. Department of Justice, but that it 

URBANA, Ill.  — Scientists report 
that it is possible to detect and predict 
heat damage in crops by measuring 
the fluorescent light signature of plant 
leaves experiencing heat stress. 

If collected via satellite, this flu-
orescent signal could support wide-
spread monitoring of growth and crop 
yield under the heat stress of climate 
change, the researchers say.

Their study measures sun-induced 
chlorophyll f luorescence — or SIF 
— to monitor a plant’s photosynthetic 
health and establish a connection be-
tween heat stress and crop yield. 

The findings are published in the 
journal Global Change Biology.

Sun-induced chlorophyll f luo-
rescence occurs when a portion of 
photosynthetic energy, in the form of 

near-infrared light, is emitted from 
plant leaves, the researchers said.

“There is a link between sun-in-
duced chlorophyll fluorescence and 
photosynthetic rate in plants; however, 
it was unclear if SIF detection could 
measure physiological responses in 
heat-stressed plants,” said lead author 
Hyungsuk Kimm, a natural and re-
sources and environmental sciences 
graduate student at the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign. “When 
soybeans are exposed to high-tem-
perature stress, for example, they do 
not show any distinctive changes in 
canopy structure, and conventional 
remote sensing signals do not provide 
clear consequential spectral signa-
tures.”

To clarify the link between SIF 

and crop yield, researchers used a 
hyperspectral sensing system to mea-
sured SIF above soybean crops in the 
University of Illinois’ Temperature 
Free-Air-Controlled Enhancement 
experimental plots in central Illinois. 

The setup monitored changes in 
chlorophyll fluorescence of soybean 
leaf canopies in a controlled environ-
ment using infrared lamps to raise 
temperatures 1.5, 3, 4.5, and 6 degrees 
Celsius above the ambient crop canopy 
temperature, the study reports.

“This experimental setup — and 
it’s a large temperature gradient — is 
the first of its kind,” said co-author 
Carl Bernacchi, a professor of plant 
biology and of crop sciences and a 
research scientist with the USDA’s 
Agricultural Research Service at the 

University of Illinois.
“We found that sun-induced flu-

orescence responds to temperature 
increases and corresponds with fewer 
and lower quality soybean leaves,” 
said natural and resources and envi-
ronmental sciences professor Kaiyu 
Guan, who directed the study. “We 
also found that heat stress has a great 
impact on soybeans during their re-
productive stages when the plants are 
producing grain, which ultimately 
affects the size and quantity of the 
resulting soybeans.”

This study establishes a correlation 
between heat stress, SIF and grain 
quality and clarifies how heat stress 

Schaffer ...
Continued from Page 7

from here to there, prices could take 
a significant hit.

To be able to ensure that we don’t 
lose shipping capacity because of 
coronavirus infections, we need to 
make sure that we get a massive 
number of doses of vaccine to the 
coronavirus hotspots of the world as 
quickly as possible.

We would like to think that mak-
ing the ethical argument for reducing 
COVID-19 deaths around the world 
would do the trick to get the United 
States to lead and significantly fund 
a worldwide vaccination program, 
but the continued resistance to the 
science behind our strategy of man-
aging the pandemic in the United 
States leaves the two of us in doubt 
as to that approach.

So, let us turn instead to the 
self-interested economic argument. 

The quicker we get the pandemic 
under control worldwide, the quicker 
we can ensure that U.S. crops will 
have access to the ships that are 
needed to get our corn, wheat, soy-
beans, rice and cotton to our import-

ing partners. 
It is as simple as that.
That won’t protect crop prices 

against long-term overproduction, 
but it will reduce the immediate 
threat.

The second economic reason to 
get the pandemic under control is to 
reduce the long-term risk of infla-
tion; we know what uncontrolled 
inflation did to the bottom line of 
farmers in the 1970s. 

Given the rapid increase in 
demand for consumer products and 
their components by companies in 
anticipation of an increase in con-
sumer demand, a short-term blip in 
inflation is probably inevitable.

But the quicker we get the pan-
demic under control worldwide and 
supply and demand factors back in 
balance, the quicker we will see the 
cooling off of a temporarily over-
heated economy. 

A trillion dollars or so to finance 
a worldwide vaccination effort may 
be cheap compared to the alternative.

(Editor’s note: Harwood D. 
Schaffer is a research assistant 
professor in the Agricultural Policy 
Analysis Center, Institute of Agricul-
ture at the University of Tennessee. 
Schaffer co-authors this column with 
Daryll Ray, who retired in 2015.)

See LOANS 
Page 11

See LIGHT 
Page 15
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plans to continue with the program.
“It is a historic move that will sym-

bolize that USDA actually cares and 
that the Biden administration is doing 
whatever they can to mend fences and 
show the minority farmers that they 
do care about them during his admin-
istration,” said Abraham Carpenter, 
a 59-year-old Black farmer whose 
family grows fruits and vegetables on 
about 1,500 acres near Grady, Ark.

Carpenter expects the debt relief 
will pay off about $200,000 in farm 
loans, freeing up money that can now 
be put toward farm operations like 
buying seed and equipment instead of 
making loan payments.

“I know they have said it about a 
thousand times that they wanted to 
bring everybody together to make sure 
everybody was treated fairly. You can 
say it a million times., but until you 
show it nobody really believes it,” he 
said. “But this action of paying off 
debts for the minority farmers shows 
they actually do care about treating 
everybody fairly.”

The USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
announced May 21 it has published 
the first notice of funding availability 
under the American Rescue Plan Act 
for borrowers with qualifying direct 
farm loans. A subsequent notice for 
farmers with government-guaranteed 
agricultural loans held by private lend-
ers will be published within 120 days.

A provision in the pandemic re-

lief law directs USDA to pay off the 
farm loans of nearly 16,000 minority 
farmers and begin to address racial 
equity challenges. It authorizes the 
Agriculture Department to pay up to 
120% of direct and guaranteed loan 
outstanding balances for socially 
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers. 

“I’m feeling really good,” said Rod 
Bradshaw, a 68-year-old Black farmer 
who raises wheat, cattle and milo on 
2,000 acres near Jetmore, Kansas. 
“We knew it was coming, we didn’t 
know when.”

Bradshaw, who has been farming 
since buying his first ground in 1976, 
has made several discrimination com-
plaints with Agriculture Department 
over the years. He said he has four di-
rect loans totaling more than $300,000 
with USDA that he anticipates will be 
paid off under the debt relief plan.

“It’s going to free us up and let us 
halfway conduct business as usual,” 
Bradshaw said upon learning of the 
announcement. “This has been going 
on for so long, this is the first step of 
getting Black farmers and farmers of 
color back to where they need to be.”

USDA said in its news release 
that for much of its history, socially 
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers 
have faced discrimination, sometimes 
overt and sometimes through deeply 
embedded rules and policies.

“USDA is recommitting itself to 
gaining the trust and confidence of 
America’s farmers and ranchers us-
ing a new set of tools provided in the 
American Rescue Plan to increase op-
portunity, advance equity and address 
systemic discrimination in USDA 
programs,” Vilsack said.

Loans ...
Continued from Page 10

From left, Chip Paillex of America’s Grow a Row and beekeeper hobbyist John Knoble in front of the hives on Pittstown farm.

Photo Jane Primerano

Bees called 
in to rescue 
man’s apple 
production

By JANE PRIMERANO
AFP Correspondent

PITTSTOWN, N.J. — Chip Paillex 
of America’s Grow-a-Row noticed a 
drop-off in apple production after a bee-
keeper took his 10 hives off the original 
AGAR farm here. 

Paillex mentioned that to John Kno-
ble, a volunteer who came to harvest 
corn with a contingent from Johnson 
& Johnson. 

Knoble is a hobby beekeeper and 
he offered to bring some hives back to 
the farm. 

Funded by grant money from Shop-
Rite/Wakefern Foods and General 
Mills, Knoble acquired 10 bee packs of 
10,000 bees each from Georgia. 

Knoble said the he sought advice 
from the Northwest New Jersey Bee-
keepers Association and Hawk’s Hollow 
Honey in Milford when he was setting 

See BEES
Page 18
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Check Our Web Page for More Information:
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WASHINGTON  —  A recently re-
leased “Annual Greenhouse Gas Inven-
tory Report” from the Environmental 
Protection Agency revealed good news 
for agriculture.

The report captured emissions for 
all industries in 2019. U.S. agriculture 
remains a small slice of the greenhouse 

emissions pie at just 10.2 percent over-
all compared to other economic sectors, 
including transportation, electricity and 
industry. 

That small percentage is attributed 
to farmers’ conservation efforts.

“We’re actively trying to make our 
footprint even smaller, converting 

waste into energy, applying conserva-
tion and working lands programs into 
our everyday cropping systems, and 
really utilizing the tools at hand to work 
on things like carbon sequestration,” 
noted American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion economist Shelby Myers.

“And if you look over the last 70 

years, U.S. farms have nearly tripled in 
production, but the amount of resources 
we put into that, like land, energy and 
fertilizer, have remained nearly stable,” 
she added.

forestation and help Africa deal with 
the climate difficulty they already 
face. 

It is unclear how cheap biofuels 
can be but if they are cheap it can 
solve the aviation and truck emis-
sions.”

Fighting climate change in Africa 

and solving “the aviation and truck 
emissions” thing aren’t the focus 
of many American farmers or any 
American policymakers.

Still, if your net worth exceeds 
$140 billion and you own 378 square 
miles of farmland, reality tends to be 
what you say it is.

Cascade Investments did tell TLR 
that it is “very supportive of sustain-
able agriculture” and it has invested 
Gates’ money in “plant-based protein 
companies Beyond Meat and Impos-
sible Foods…”

The two companies make no 
bones about their zeal to, as Beyond 
Meat touts on its website, shift “from 
animal to plant-based meat” so “we 
can positively impact four growing 
global issues: human health, cli-
mate change, constraints on natural 
resources, and animal welfare.”

Gates himself went even further 
about his views on plant-based meats 
in a February interview with MIT 
Technology Review, according to the 
website Ag Funder News. 

In it, “Gates argued that high-
er-income societies should com-
pletely replace their consumption of 
cattle-derived beef with ‘synthetic’ 
alternatives.”

He did add that he “doesn’t think 
poorest ... countries will be eating 
synthetic meat.” Even so, “... all rich 
countries should move to 100% syn-
thetic beef.”

From an agronomic point of 
view, however, most regenerative or 
sustainable farming systems require 
a livestock component — oftentimes 
cattle — as a key element in most 
farm’s successful and profitable 
multi-year, multi-crop rotations.

Livestock or not, Gates believes 
he’s backing a winner.  “…(P)lant-
based protein makers like Impossible 
Foods and Beyond Meat ‘have [a] 
quality road map and cost road map 
that makes them totally competi-

tive’” with animal protein, he told 
the Reddit audience.

His family’s fabulous personal 
wealth, the Gates Foundation’s com-
mitment to funding research into 
seed, plant, and food technology, and 
now its immense landholdings will 
make this self-anointed philosopher 
king a player in the future of farm-
ing and food.

That power, however, should 
worry farmers everywhere, noted 
Nick Estes, an assistant professor at 
the University of New Mexico, in an 
April 5 column in The Guardian.

“The principal danger of private 
farmland owners like Bill Gates,” 
explained Estes, “is not their pro-
fessed support of sustainable agri-
culture often found in philanthropic 
work — it’s the monopolistic role 
they play in determining our food 
systems and land use patterns.”

Just ask Microsoft competitors 
about “monopolistic” roles in com-
puter software — if you can find 
any.

* * *
(Editor’s note: Readers are 

invited to reach Alan Guebert at 
agcomm@farmandfoodfile.com 
or write us at editorial@ameri-
canfarm.com. Mr. Guebert’s views 
are his own and do not necessarily 
reflect those of American Farm 
Publications.)

Guebert ...
Continued from Page 6

Schoenian ...
Continued from Page 5

See EMISSIONS
Page 13

Unsound females should definitely 
be culled. The most common reason 
for this is a spoiled udder. You 
should never keep a ewe/doe that 
has had mastitis or only has one half 
functioning. 

Some reproductive failures have 
a genetic component and should be 

the basis for culling. These include 
vaginal prolapse and ringwomb. 
I would cull animals with hoof or 
other reoccurring health issues, too. 
Speaking from personal experience 
keeping unsound females causes 
nothing but headache and heartache.

Parasite resistance is another 
trait that should be considered 
when making selection and culling 
decisions, especially if lambs/kids 
are pasture-reared. 

While using resistant males is 
most important, you should not 

keep or select females that are at 
the other end of the spectrum: most 
susceptible. 

You can do this by favoring 
the females that don’t require 
deworming, but a more accurate 
better method is to use fecal egg 
counts to make selection/culling 
decisions. Similar to selecting on 
weight, you need to be careful 
not to discriminate against higher 
reproductive performance, as this 
is a reason for lower immunity to 
parasites.

While performance should be the 
most important selection criteria in a 
commercial enterprise, it still matters 
what animals look like. 

You don’t always need to keep the 
“prettiest” lambs/kids (unless you 
show), but you should avoid keeping 
females with structural defaults or 
other soundness issues (e.g., bad jaw, 
extra teats). 

Hair sheep producers should have 
a minimum standard for shedding. 
Wool growers obviously need to add 
selection criteria for fleece traits.

County Office to report what you 
have planted so far, especially if all 
of one commodity is planted. We 
will welcome the head start. 

If you are ahead of the game 
planting wise, no reason to wait until 
the last minute. 

This planting season coincides 
with what we hope is the beginning 
of the end of the COVID pandemic. 

Things are slowly starting to 

return to normal as the cases are 
dropping in our area. This past year 
has been difficult on a wide variety 
of levels. 

Some lost loved ones, some lost 
income, some had to suffer through 
a long bout of illness, but we hope 
we are finally getting to the end of a 
difficult time. 

I wish this was the part where I 
tell you that FSA is totally back to 
normal. Unfortunately, that isn’t the 
case. 

But things seem to be headed in a 
positive direction. 

We appreciate everyone’s patience 
over the last year as we adjusted to 

this pandemic and worked with you 
remotely or in the parking lot. 

It was a challenge to run an 
agency that usually comes face to 
face with the public during a time 
when face to face interaction needs 
to be limited. 

It was also difficult rolling out 
and learning new disaster programs 
while in the middle of an actual 
disaster. 

We all miss the faces that we 
see across the counter and look 
forward to the day when those types 
of interactions can once again take 
place in our offices. 

But again, we certainly hank you 

for your patience. 
If you have any questions as to 

what changes are taking place in 
terms of visitation, please call your 
office and they will be happy to 
share where we are in the process. 

This past year has been anything 
but normal, but we wish you a 
successful planting season and we 
look forward to working with you 
for crop acreage reporting. 

Please keep those deadlines 
in mind and remember we will 
welcome taking those reports as 
early as possible. 

Feel free to reach out to your local 
FSA office with questions.

Wevodau ...
Continued from Page 5

EPA report: Ag remains small part of emissions pie
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like I had been walking on concrete 
all day wearing my work boots.

The next day, as my condition 
worsened, my son told me: “You’re 
going to go to the doctor to get 
checked out. You’re kind of old and 
out of shape and I love you.”

My doctor ran a test and con-
firmed what I already suspected: I 
had COVID-19. 

She started me on medicine and 
vitamins and sent me home to quar-
antine. I felt better at first, then a lot 
worse.

By the fifth day, I lost all desire 
to eat or drink. 

What scared me the most was 
that I felt lightheaded — almost 
like a buzz in my head— and I was 
forgetful and disoriented. 

I knew it was time to go to the 
hospital.

I hadn’t spent a night in the hospi-
tal since the day I was born. I was 
there for six days. 

At times, it was hard to breathe 
and I received oxygen one day. 

It was scary. I knew I was going 
to live, but I worried I was going 
to spend the rest of my life using a 
breathing device or having trouble 
breathing.

As I recovered, my doctors talked 
to me about the vaccine. 

They told me they had treated 
people in my community who got 
COVID-19 twice. 

I talked with my family doctor, 
a fellow farmer with whom I have a 
close relationship, and she told me 
that she had been vaccinated.

I’m encouraging everyone in the 
agriculture community to join me in 
getting vaccinated.

If you don’t do it for yourself, do 
it for the people who love you. 

The past few months have taught 
me that there are a lot of people 
who care and life’s too short to take 
unnecessary risks.

Painter ...
Continued from Page 4

COLLEGE PARK, Md.  —  Pollina-
tors are not only a critical component 
of a healthy ecosystem, but they are 
also necessary to produce certain foods 
and boost crop yields. While native 
and wild pollinators (whether they be 
certain bee species, other insects and 
animals, or just the wind) still play an 
important role, managed honey bee col-
onies are commercially trucked around 
the U.S. to meet the need for pollination 
services in agricultural products. 

The University of Maryland co-pub-
lished a new review paper in the Annu-
al Review of Resource Economics to 
examine pollinators from both an 
economic and ecological perspective, 
providing much needed insight into 
the complexities of valuing pollination. 

Recent reports of parasites, disease 
and other concerns in colonies call into 
question the resilience of the managed 
honey bee rental markets, as well as 
how those managed bees are interact-
ing with native pollinators. This recent 
collaboration with the University of 

California, Santa Barbara, and the 
University of North Texas highlights 
the importance of characterizing the 
economic value of pollination services, 
including that of managed and wild 
pollinators, both for the sustainability 
of honey bee markets and the protection 
of overall ecosystem health.

“Many people don’t realize that hon-
ey bees are not native to the U.S., or that 
they are actually a form of agricultural 
livestock rented out largely for their 
pollination services,” says Erik Licht-
enberg, professor in Agricultural and 
Resource Economics at UMD. “It used 
to be that you raised bees for honey, 
but today, pollination services account 
for the largest share of commercial 
beekeeper income, with honey as a 
secondary product. Agriculture is al-
ways integrated into an ecosystem, and 
we typically think about the managed 
parts without the ecosystem parts. But 
when we are thinking about resilience 
and things like climate change which 
is changing the ecosystem, then we 

have to reckon with the parts that we’ve 
tended to ignore. Getting a more holis-
tic sense of the health of pollinators and 
the true resilience of the rental market 
is very important.”

Researchers have historically strug-
gled to put a value on pollination 
services, largely because of the many 
complex inputs into the system like 
wind, native versus managed pollinator 
interactions, weather, and even quality 
or health of the bees due to emerging 
diseases and invasive pests like varroa 
mites -- in addition to inputs provided 
by farmers. With these complexities in 
mind, Erik Lichtenberg teamed up with 
Kathy Baylis, economist and professor 
in geography at UCSB, and Elinor 
Lichtenberg, ecology professor at UNT, 
to take an interdisciplinary approach to 
reviewing the economics of pollination.

“As a pollination ecologist, it was 
exciting to collaborate with economists 
to write this review,” says Elinor Licht-
enberg. “One of our goals was to help 
ecologists understand the economics, 

and economists understand the ecolog-
ical considerations and constraints in-
volved. This will help develop solutions 
that benefit both wildlife and farmers.”

Elinor Lichtenberg did her under-
graduate work in biology at UMD, also 
spending a year working with Daniel 
Gruner and Dennis vanEngelsdorp 
in Entomology. Baylis also collabo-
rates with vanEngelsdorp and the Bee 
Informed Partnership, a UMD-led 
nonprofit organization that conducts 
a nationwide annual survey each year 
since 2006 to assess managed honey 
bee health and colony loss.

“Colony collapse disorder was big 
in the media in 2006 when beekeepers 
started seeing so many of their bees 
dying, so people wanted to know why,” 
says Baylis. “With our increased reli-
ance on managed honey bees for polli-
nation, it really raised concerns about 
the resilience of the system we have in 

University of Md. paper examines value of pollination

AFBF President Zippy Duvall noted 
that the results of the report show great 
achievement for agriculture. “When 
you factor in land management and 
forestry practices, agriculture boasts 
net emissions of negative-2 percent,” 
he explained.

U.S. farmers are producing 143 
times more food today than 30 years 
ago, Duvall added, while the amount 
of fertilizer and water used in farming 
has stayed relatively the same.

“Not only that, but we are also pro-
ducing more food using less farmland 
— 30 million acres less than in 1990 — 
as more land has turned to development 

with our growing urban and suburban 
populations,” he said.

Farmers are continuing to improve 
on climate-friendly farming practices 
since they rely on a healthy environ-
ment to produce food and forest prod-
ucts. AFBF economists found that, in 
relation to population increases, U.S. 
agriculture’s emissions per capita have 
actually decreased by 15 percent.

Ben Rowe, national affairs coordi-
nator for Virginia Farm Bureau Feder-
ation, agreed that farmers have made 
great strides in boosting efficiency and 
implementing climate-smart practices.

“Agriculture has been proactive in 
working toward sustainability goals, 
and we’re looking for partners to help 
us do even more through market-based, 
voluntary programs,” Rowe said.

AFBF has joined with the Food 
and Agriculture Climate Alliance in 

supporting the re-introduction of the 
Growing Climate Solutions Act. 

The act establishes a USDA techni-
cal assistance and certification program 
to assist farmers and forest owners 
seeking to participate in voluntary 
carbon markets.

Rowe said FACA provides recom-
mendations for lawmakers as they 
consider climate policy. “We encourage 
new allies to join us as we build on 
climate-smart advances while ensur-
ing farmers continue to provide safe, 
abundant food for America’s families.”

Emissions ...
Continued from Page 12

See POLLINATION
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By RICHARD SKELLY
AFP Correspondent

EAST WINDSOR, N.J. — Back 
when he was 19 and working full-time 
on the family farm, turkey, fruit and 
vegetable farmer Ronnie Lee didn’t 
want to build a greenhouse on the 
family’s property, which is in between 
housing subdivisions on Hickory Cor-
ner Road.

Instead, he built two large cold 
frames and improved on designs he’d 
seen elsewhere. 

“My father ran the turkey business 
and my grandfather ran the orchards,” 
he said one sunny Saturday afternoon 
from a barn on his property. 

“My father grew corn and tomatoes 
of course, but I got started because 
he gave me a plot of ground and said 
‘Hey if you want to grow stuff and sell 
it, start growing it here.’ Originally, I 
started with pumpkins, things I could 
see right in the field. Then I saw a 
market for broccoli and cabbage and 
peppers and eggplant and cantaloupe 
and watermelons,” he said. 

As much the veteran turkey proces-
sor now as he is a vegetable grower, 
Lee, 60, knows from experience not 
to move seedlings to his open fields 
prematurely. 

He recalled that Charlie Holmes 
was the ag Extension agent for Mercer 
County 40 years ago, and “he was a 
wonderful support system” for Lee as 
a beginner farmer. Also important was 
Henry Estennes, who died last year at 
95, Lee said. 

“I went over to Henry’s farm to 
look at his greenhouses and he gave 
me all kinds of ideas,” Lee said. “I said 

to them, ‘I don’t want a greenhouse, I 
want to start small, I don’t want to get 
into this too big, I don’t know much 
about it, I’d like to do cold frames.’” 

Holmes got him a book on cold 
frames and Lee realized he wanted 
something a little different, so he 
designed them himself, with sliding 
panels over the tops and a system to let 
warm air in during the day. 

In looking into greenhouses, which 
Lee decided were too expensive, he 
found out about propagations mats.

“I thought, why can’t I put propa-
gation mats in a cold frame? I thought, 
‘it’s got to be cheaper to heat than a 
greenhouse or two, so I made my cold 
frames to fit the propagation mats,” 
he said. 

He set up thermostats in each to 
monitor temperatures and sliding roofs 
to vent his precious seedlings that much 
easier. 

He chose redwood to build his 
frames and put them together in 1980. 
He started out small, using 48 plants 
per flat and then went to 100. 

“Then finally I got 200 plants per 
flat and I realized it’s the most I can 
do, but in that area for one cold frame, 
I could start 4,000 plants at a time.” 

The only drawback to the system 
was he had to stay close to home at 
all times to monitor the seedlings in 
accordance with changing weather 
conditions.

Now every March, he can start 
8,000 plants at a time between his 
two custom-build cold frames, which 
have been renovated and tweaked for 

Fairs ...
Continued from Page 2

Dr. Charlie Broaddus, state veterinar-
ian with the Virginia Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services, 
reminded livestock and poultry owners 
and show managers that there is the po-
tential for animal disease spread when 
animals are commingled. 

“Anytime animals are co-mingled 
at events, there is a risk they may be 
exposed to an infectious disease agent. 
Foot and Mouth Disease of livestock, 
Equine Herpesvirus Myeloencepha-
lopathy of horses, Avian Influenza of 
poultry and Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea 
of pigs are all examples of diseases 
that can spread quickly,” Dr. Broaddus 
said in a news release. “Practicing and 
implementing sound biosecurity mea-
sures is critical in keeping the state’s 
animals disease-free and marketable. 
I encourage every person involved in 
showing livestock to enhance their 
biosecurity efforts.”

While most of these fairs are tradi-
tions in their communities, there is at 

least one new one joining the lineup. 
The inaugural Henry County Fair 

is slated for Sept. 22-25 at the Martins-

ville Speedway. 
One of the earliest fairs in the state 

is the Orange County Fair scheduled 
for June 23-27 with a strong emphasis 
on 4-H members and their livestock. 
Kaci Daniel, Orange County Extension 
4-H agent said the livestock part is 
open only to 4-Hers. 

They will be showing a variety 
of animals including dairy and meat 
goats; dairy and beef cattle; and market 
hogs and lambs. 

4-H Clover Buds are able to show 
their bottle lambs, calves and goats 
with the help of older 4-H club mem-
bers. They can also show chickens, 
ducks and rabbits in cages on wagons. 

Showing is not all they do, Daniel 
said. 

They present a Clover Bud Parade 
each day, pulling their wagons and an-
imals around the fairgrounds a couple 
times throughout the day to share their 
animals with fair goers.

On Saturday night, the 4-H Dairy 
Club has a Pretty Animal Contest with 
both children and animals in costume. 
Daniel said the club has chosen “Trav-
el” as the theme for the contest. This is 
in keeping with the fair’s theme, “All 
Roads Lead to the Orange County 

Fair,” chosen by the Orange County 
Fair Association.

Holloway said Rockbridge was able 
to have a fair last year with the tradi-
tional livestock, farm, homemaking, 
crafts and art, but no midway attrac-
tions or entertainment. They called it 
“Back to Our Roots” as it reflected the 
early days of county fairs. She noted 
that all their competitive livestock 
events have classes for 4-H and FFA 
members. 

The Ag Education area at the fair 
is growing, she added and said she is 
excited that this component of the fair 
continues to grow each year. 

The New River Valley Fair, a re-
gional event, is set for July 26-29 in 
Pulaski County.  

“Good news, the NRV Fair board of 
directors will proceed with the NRV 
Fair and will adhere to all COVID 
guidelines and restrictions,” the fair 
said in a news release. “Should there 
be a change in those restrictions and 
guidelines there is a possibility of can-
cellation, but not at this time.”

According to the release, several 
attractions, including the Demolition 
Derby, Lawnmower Racing and rodeo 
have been scrapped for this year.

Orange County 4-Her, Emily Grace 
Gallahan, is interviewed during the 
Cloverbud Bottle Baby Show in 2019.

Photo courtesy Kaci Daniel

See FRAMES 
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Ronnie Lee grows up to 4,000 seedlings in each of his heated cold frames, translating 
into about 8 acres of field-grown produce.

Photo by Richard Skelly

Lee finds a perfect fit 
in custom cold frames
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place, or the lack thereof. As it turns 
out, the pollination market and associ-
ated fees are quite responsive to colony 
health, and beekeepers have been able 
to meet that demand so far. The price 
signals are working, but there are many 
things that aren’t really priced in yet. So 
a big part of this paper is to highlight 
the linkages where we know things 
are being captured, and the values that 
aren’t being captured but should be.”

Erik Lichtenberg adds, “If we are 
thinking about the resilience of the 
system of migratory managed pollina-
tion services, a lot of that system is still 
hidden. We see the tip of the iceberg, 
but we don’t see what is underneath 
the waterline, so we’d like to take our 
analytical submarine and check out 
what’s down there.”

Currently, the system involves a 
migration route that is similar to that 
of farmed labor. Managed honey bee 
colonies start their year in central 
California pollinating almonds, plums, 
prunes and other early blooming crops, 
and then are transported slowly up 
north to later blooming crops like 
apples, cucumbers, squash, and even 
pumpkins. The route moves up to the 
Pacific Northwest and then ends with 
the bees “summering” in the Northern 
Plains region to forage and recharge. 

This system has become increasing-
ly important as agriculture has become 
more specialized and mechanized, with 
less habitat for native pollinators and 
more consumer demand for insect-pol-
linated crops. But, as the researchers 

explain, there is so much about the 
system they just don’t understand.

“When problems like colony col-
lapse disorder arise, to me, it feels like 
we are always trying to attach band aids 
to different parts of the dike wherever 
we see a crack without seeing the whole 
necessarily,” says Baylis. “And that’s a 
big purpose of the paper is trying to at 
least sketch out what the whole thing 
might look like.”

Some of the biggest unknowns iden-
tified are the protection of forage lands 
and habitat for native and managed 
honey bee colonies, how to manage 
the surrounding landscape to optimize 
pollination services and pollinator 
health, and especially understanding 

the interactions between wild and 
managed pollinators. Interactions may 
be positive, as with native pollinators 
reaching higher branches in high 
winds while honey bees stick to lower 
branches, or they can be negative, like 
the spread of disease from managed to 
wild pollinators. All these inputs are 
especially important when considering 
the costs and benefits of conserving 
wild pollinator habitat.

“Economists and ecologists both 
recognize the importance of putting an 
economic value on inputs like clean wa-
ter, clean air, biodiversity, and natural 
pollination, because these natural prod-
ucts that aren’t bought and sold in the 
market otherwise get a default value of 

zero placed on them,” says Baylis. “We 
know that is wrong, so hopefully this 
can draw attention to that issue. We’ve 
identified a lot of gaps here, and it is 
important not just for the space of bees, 
but more broadly for issues where part 
of the ecological system is managed 
and monetized, and other parts are not. 
This speaks to how we can develop a 
system that is responsive, resilient, and 
also sustainable.”

Erik Lichtenberg adds, “We are 
excited about the follow-on work that 
we’ve identified to do. There is a lot 
of fascinating work to be done in this 
area, and we hope this review inspires 
people to think creatively about some 
of the issues we’ve raised.”

Pollination ...
Continued from Page 13

Light ...
Continued from Page 10

Researchers start to reflect on solar geoengineering 
CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — The Solar 

geoengineering — putting aerosols 
into the atmosphere to reflect sunlight 
and reduce global warming — is not a 
fix-all for climate change but it could 
be one of several tools to manage cli-
mate risks, according to a multi-insti-
tution research collaboration. 

A growing body of research has 
explored the ability of solar geoen-
gineering to reduce physical climate 
changes. But much less is known 
about how solar geoengineering could 
affect the ecosystem and, particularly, 
agriculture.

Now, research from the Harvard 

John A. Paulson School of Engineer-
ing and Applied Sciences finds that 
solar geoengineering may be surpris-
ingly effective in alleviating some of 
the worst impacts of global warming 
on crops.

The research, a collaboration with 
the Norwegian Research Centre and 
the Bjerknes Centre for Climate Re-
search, the Norwegian University of 
Science and Technology, the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research in 
Boulder, Seoul National University 
and the Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
is published in Nature Food.

“Research on solar geoengineer-

ing must address whether or not it is 
effective at reducing human impacts 
of climate change,” said David Keith, 
the Professor of Applied Physics at the 
Paulson school. “Our paper helps fill 
that gap by using the best crop model 
yet embedded in a climate model 
to examine the potential impact of 
solar geoengineering on agricultural 
yields.”

The team looked at three types of 
solar geoengineering — stratospheric 
aerosol injection, marine sky brighten-
ing, and cirrus cloud thinning — and 
their impact on the global yield of 
maize, sugarcane, wheat, rice, soy and 

cotton in a business-as-usual future 
where emissions continue at their 
current levels.

In such a future, the most effective 
way to protect crops against the worst 
effects of global climate change is to 
reduce the surface temperature. The 
researchers found that all three po-
tential solar geoengineering methods 
have a strong cooling effect that would 
benefit crop yields.

Previous research suggested that 
cooling temperatures brought on by 

affects photosynthetic performance 
and crop yield.

“The technique may provide a tool 
for breeders to identify more heat-re-
sistant crops and help farmers select 
the best crops to grow in the U.S. 
Corn Belt as temperatures rise, as 
predicted by many climate models,” 
said co-author Lisa Ainsworth, a plant 
biology professor and USDA scientist 
at Illinois.

See REFLECT
Page 18
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Plant enzyme production may enhance CO2 acquisition
URBANA, Ill.  — Rubisco, an en-

zyme in plants, is arguably the most 
abundant — and most important — 
protein on Earth. 

It drives photosynthesis to fuel crop 
growth and yield. Rubisco’s role is to 
capture and fix carbon dioxide into 
sugar that fuels the plant’s activities. 

However, as much as Rubisco 
benefits plant growth, it also can op-
erate at a notoriously slow pace that 
creates a hindrance to photosynthetic 
efficiency. 

About 20 percent of the time, Ru-
bisco fixes oxygen molecules instead 
of carbon dioxide, costing the plant 
energy that could have been utilized 
to create yield. 

This time- and energy-consuming 
process is called photorespiration, 

where the plant sends its enzymes 
through three different compartments 
within the plant cell. 

“However, many photosynthet-
ic organisms have evolved mecha-
nisms to overcome some of Rubisco’s 
limitations,” said Ben Long, who 
led this recent study that was pub-
lished in PNAS for a research project 
called “Realizing Increased Photosyn-
thetic Efficiency.”

RIPE — which is led by University 
of Illinois in partnership with the Aus-
tralian National University — is engi-
neering crops to be more productive 
by improving photosynthesis.

“Among these organisms are mi-
croalgae and cyanobacteria from 
aquatic environments, which have 
efficiently functioning Rubisco en-

zymes sitting inside liquid protein 
droplets and protein compartments 
called pyrenoids and carboxysomes,” 
said Long.

How these protein compar t-
ments assist in the Rubisco function 
is not entirely known. The team 
from ANU aimed to find the answer 
by using a mathematical model that 
focused on the chemical reaction Ru-
bisco carries out. 

As it collects carbon dioxide from 
the atmosphere, Rubisco also releases 
positively charged protons.

“Inside Rubisco compartments, 
these protons can speed up Rubisco by 
increasing the amount of CO2 avail-
able,” said Long. “The protons do this 
by helping the conversion of bicarbon-
ate into CO2.

“Bicarbonate is the major source 
of CO2 in aquatic environments and 
photosynthetic organisms that use 
bicarbonate can tell us a lot about how 
to improve crop plants.” 

The mathematical model gives the 
ANU team a better idea as to why 
these special Rubisco compartments 
might improve the enzyme’s function 
and it also gives them more insight 
into how they may have evolved. 

One hypothesis from the study 
suggests that periods of low carbon di-
oxide in the earth’s ancient atmosphere 
may have been the trigger for the cy-
anobacteria and microalgae to evolve 
these specialized compartments, 
while they might also be beneficial 
for organisms that grow in dim light 
environments. 

FFA to return to Indianapolis after ’20 virtual event
INDIANAPOLIS  (AP) — The Na-

tional FFA Organization is planning 
on bringing its national convention 
back in-person to Indianapolis this fall 
after the meeting switched to a virtual 
format last year during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The Indianapolis-based group de-
voted to agricultural education recent-
ly announced that it expects anywhere 
from 30,000 to 40,000 people to attend 
its convention from Oct. 27-30 at the 

Indiana Convention Center and Lucas 
Oil Stadium. 

FFA’s annual gathering in India-
napolis typically brings at least 65,000 
blue-coated youth and other attendees 
to the city, but organizers expect 
some restrictions may still be in place 
this year that could limit attendance, 
the Indianapolis Business Journal 
reported.

Mandy Hazlett, FFA’s associate 
director of convention and events, 

said this year’s gathering “will look a 
bit different,” with a hybrid approach 
that offers in-person events for those 
who can attend in person and virtual 
activities for those who cannot.

“Just like everybody else, we’ve 
been watching things progress” over 
the past several months, Hazlett said. 
“Having smaller and larger events 
starting to come back into play, and 
seeing how that’s working specifically 
here in Indianapolis — and how the 

city is handling everything — was a 
big factor.”

FFA is scheduled to convene in 
Indianapolis through at least 2033, 
following a contract extension that 
was announced last June alongside 
the group’s decision to temporarily 
go virtual. 

The event has been hosted in India-
napolis since 2006, with the exception 
of a three-year stint in Louisville from 
2013-15.

improvement over the last four decades. 
This year he started with cabbage 

broccoli and tomatoes in March, pep-
pers and eggplant in April and more 
tomatoes in May. 

“In April, I’ll do more broccoli and 
cabbage because we do three plantings 
of broccoli and cabbage out in the 
fields,” he said. Also in May, he mon-
itors his watermelon and cantaloupe 
seedlings carefully. 

Lee acknowledged there are many 
plant growers nearby WHO could start 
seeds for him but he likes having control 
over the whole process. 

“This way, by buying the seeds, I 
can start them when I want to have the 
varieties I want and have them ready for 
transplant when I need them,” he said.  

The black plastic seedling trays sit 
right on top of the propagation mats 
and Lee and his family live in an old 
farmhouse on-site, so he can check his 
plants at any hour of the night when 
frost warnings are issued.

What about heating costs for his 
warmed up propagation mats? 

“It’s basically the price of light bulbs 
compared to a greenhouse,” he said. 

Once he’s underway with vegetable 
production on the farm, “what comes 
out of the cold frame is eight acres of 
produce. It’s not your peas, lettuce, spin-
ach and sweet corn; that’s all field-start-
ed. It’s just the things you cannot start in 
the field like broccoli that take too long 
to germinate and you’d be covered with 
weeds before you would see the seeds.”

Frames ...
Continued from Page 14

  

      

DDoo  yyoouu  nneeeedd  ggaapp  ffiinnaanncciinngg  
hheellpp  wwiitthh  bbuuyyiinngg  llaanndd  oorr  

ccaappiittaall  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  ffoorr  yyoouurr  
ffaarrmm,,  ffoorreessttrryy  oorr  sseeaaffoooodd  

bbuussiinneessss??  
  

MMAARRBBIIDDCCOO,,  wwoorrkkiinngg  wwiitthh  
ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  lleennddeerrss,,  ooffffeerrss  

llooww--iinntteerreesstt  llooaannss  ttoo  
qquuaalliiffiieedd  rruurraall  bbuussiinneesssseess!!  

Call MARBIDCO today to see if this or one of our other  
rural business assistance programs can assist you! (410) 267-6807 

 

Or visit us on the web at: www.MARBIDCO.org 

THE MARYLAND RESOURCE-BASED INDUSTRY FINANCING FUND was established by MARBIDCO to 
help meet the unique financing needs of Maryland farm, forestry and seafood businesses, particularly 
with respect to business diversification or value-added processing.  Young and beginning farmers are 
also a particular focus for the MRBIFF program (but experienced farmers are welcome too). The 
maximum loan amount is $250,000 for acquisition of equipment and fixed assets and $500,000 for real 
estate purchases, food/meat processing and bioenergy projects.  A matching Farm Service Agency, 
Farm Credit or commercial lender participation is required. 
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As the latest generation in a long 
line of farmers, Copenhaver grew up 
on his family’s beef cattle and burley 
tobacco farm in Washington County.

Copenhaver was a Pamplin Schol-
ar at Virginia Tech and graduated 

with degrees 
in polit ical 
science and 
agricultural 
economics. 

H e  o b -
t a i n e d  a 
M a s t e r  o f 
Business Ad-
ministration 
at the Univer-
sity of Wash-
ington. While 
o b t a i n i n g 
his degrees, 
C o p e n -
haver served 
as a Nation-
al Beef Am-
b a s s a d o r , 
Virginia 4-H 

president for two terms, and treasurer 
of the UW Graduate and Professional 
Student Senate. 

During this time, he spent summers 
working with the USDA in Washing-
ton, the U.S. Meat Export Federation 
in Tokyo, and Bryant Christie, Inc., an 
agricultural exports consulting firm in 
Seattle.

Following the announcement, Vir-
ginia agriculture groups pledged sup-
port for Copenhaver’s appointment.

“From his farming roots to his 
advocacy on behalf of agriculture, 
we have had many opportunities to 
work with Brad and look forward to 
continuing our collaboration with 
him as commissioner,” said Wayne F. 
Pryor, president of the Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation. “We are confident 
in his abilities to provide leadership 
for a number of critical programs that 
support farmers and agribusinesses in 
the Virginia Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services.”

“We support and congratulate Com-
missioner Copenhaver on his appoint-
ment,” said Kyle Shreve, executive 
director of the Virginia Agribusiness 
Council. “It is certainly much deserved 
given his background and experience 
in the industry. 

“We look forward to continuing to 

work with him to continue to strength-
en Virginia’s agriculture industry.”

Copenhaver had previously served 
in the Northam Administration as 
Deputy Secretary of Agriculture and 
Forestry, where he managed a legisla-
tive, regulatory, and budget portfolio 
to support the Virginia Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services, 
Virginia Department of Forestry, and 
Virginia Racing Commission. 

While in this role, Copenhaver 
worked with the General Assembly 
and helped pass legislation to regulate 
hemp-derived oils intended for human 
consumption, maintain federal produce 
safety compliance and meet Virginia’s 
Chesapeake Bay cleanup commit-
ments with regard to urban fertilizer 
application. 

He also helped facilitate Governor 

Northam’s Marijuana Legalization 
Work Group and was a leader in 
the Governor’s successful effort to 
thoughtfully legalize cannabis for adult 
use during the 2021 General Assembly 
session.

After working on Capitol Hill as a 
legislative correspondent for Rep. H. 
Morgan Griffith (VA-9), Copenhaver 
was the director of government affairs 
at the Virginia Agribusiness Council, 
where he worked closely with the 
General Assembly and Virginia con-
gressional delegation on a variety of 
issues including animal welfare, food 
safety and labeling, environment and 
water quality, and international trade. 

On the same day, Northam an-
nounced Heidi Hertz has been appoint-
ed Deputy Secretary of Agriculture and 
Forestry. 

She has served as Assistant Sec-
retary of Agriculture and Forestry 
since May 2018, leading multisector 
collaborations to increase access to 
healthy food and end hunger in the 
Commonwealth.

“We appreciate all of the work 
that Ms. Hertz has accomplished in 
connecting farmers and food banks 
to increase access to healthy food for 
families facing food insecurity,” Pryor 
said. “We look forward to working 
with her as she starts this new role as 
deputy secretary, and we know that she 
will be taking on several initiatives to 
fortify agriculture and forestry as the 
top industries in Virginia.”

He lives with his partner Andrew 
in Richmond and they hope to one day 
return to the family farm in Southwest 
Virginia.

Copenhaver ...
Continued from Front Page

Brad Copenhaver

MarketLink offers consumer-facing materials in Spanish
ALEXANDRIA, Va.  — In an effort 

to reach as many farmers, farmers’ 
markets and shoppers as possible, 
MarketLink has made consumer-fac-
ing outreach materials available in 
Spanish. 

MarketLink has also developed an 
eWIC guide for states and stakeholders 
interested in learning how to enable 
farmers to accept eWIC. MarketLink 
is a USDA-funded program of the 
National Association of Farmers Mar-
ket Nutrition Programs that connects 

direct-market farmers and farmers 
markets with stream-lined, app-based 
equipment, TotilPay Go, for process-
ing SNAP/EBT, credit/debit, and other 
electronic payments. 

According to the USDA FNS, from 
October 2019 to September 2020, 
shoppers spent over $33 million in 
SNAP with farmers and at farmers’ 
markets, an increase of 33% at farmers 
markets and an increase of 69% with 
direct market farmers as compared to 
the prior 12 months. 

MarketLink said connecting farm-
ers and farmers’ markets with TotilPay 
Go helps them easily accept electronic 
payments and increase sales and im-
prove profitability. 

The MarketLink team is also de-
veloping electronic means of accep-
tance for all federal nutrition benefits 
programs and incentive programs — 
creating a streamlined digital wallet.

The new outreach materials are 
available at https://marketlink.org/
resources.

“NAFMNP members and stake-
holders in the agricultural and farmers 
market community let us know that 
Spanish-speaking direct-market farm-
ers were interested in the program, but 
that the lack of materials in Spanish 
was a real barrier to participation,” 
said NAFMNP executive director 
Phil Blalock. “We think that profes-
sionally translated outreach materials 
will help MarketLink reach as many 
eligible farmers and farmers markets 
as possible.”

VT: Vertical Twin-Auger

THE MOST COMPLETE MIXER LINE IN THE INDUSTRY

        VS: Vertical Single-Auger                  VXL: Triple-Auger Mixer                       Botec: 4-Auger Mixer                           RA: Reel Mixer

We are committed to creating innovative mixers that will provide a quality ration and years of low-maintenance service.

A MIXER FOR EVERY OPERATION
147 – 1960 cu. ft. mixing capacities

Visit your local KUHN Livestock Dealer today!
INVEST IN QUALITY®

www.kuhn.com

Ceresville New Holland
Frederick, MD

Greenline Service
Fredericksburg, VAMiddletown, DE

Seaford, DE
New Windsor, MD
Chambersburg, PA

Intercourse, PA
Mifflintown, PA

Ashland, VA
Wakefield, VA

Hoober, Inc. 
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up the hives.
AGAR enlisted scouts from Boy 

Scout troops 65 from Ringoes, 194 
from Flemington and 186 and 186G 
from Three Bridges/Readington Town-
ship to put the hives together and paint 
them. Paillex said the scouts have done 
many other volunteer projects on the 
two AGAR farms. 

Knoble said the goal is 80,000 or 
more bees per hive. He will add a sec-
ond level as the bee population grows. 

Knoble explained when acquiring 
bees, “you’ve got to go where the 
supply is.” 

He said he is checking on the hives 
twice a week to make sure they have the 
right resources to survive this far north.

While Paillex is most concerned 
about increasing apple production 
back to the level before the first hives 
were taken out, he believes many other 
crops will benefit from the return of the 
pollinators. 

He said he created a quarter-acre 
pollinator garden on the farm. 

He won’t use any of the honey the 
bees produce this year, leaving it so 
they have plenty of nutrition to over-
winter, he said.

Shortly after Paillex introduced 
the bees to the press, the Comcast 
NBCUniversal Foundation announced 
AGAR is one of eight local non-profit 
organizations in each of 11 television 
markets to receive a grant. 

Each market receives $315,000 of a 
national fund of $3,475,000. 

AGAR’s grant is $50,000.

hub to encourage peer-to-peer learning, 
system connections, and the cross-pol-
lination of soil health for water ideas 
across groups such as Virginia Associ-

ation for Biological Farming, Virginia 
Forage and Grassland Council, Graze 
300 Virginia, the Virginia Beginning 
Farmer and Rancher Coalition, and the 
Virginia Soil Health Coalition. 

Funded through the Southern SARE 
program, an interdisciplinary team of 
six universities, three nongovernmental 
agencies, and eight farmer cooperators 
hope to take an already successful grant 

project from Texas and expand it into 
Arkansas, Mississippi, and Virginia. 
Over the past five years, this project 
found success in Texas by creating 
new tools and building a network of 
ranches to conduct on-farm research. 
The results of this project have been 
shared across Texas and successfully 
implemented in New Mexico, Colora-
do, and California. 

A critical component of the project 
will be accelerating the adoption of 
these methods in the southeast.

Set to be completed in 2024, this 
grant will launch a multistate network 
of landowners conducting on-farm tri-
als. Through this peer-to-peer network, 
participants will be able to share their 
ideas, failures, and successes in regen-
erative grazing.

Reflect ...
Continued from Page 15

Bees ...
Continued from Page 11

Grant ...
Continued from Page 3

Recycling ...
Continued from Page 2

and drop-off instructions.); and
• Montgomery County: M-NCPPC, 

Gaithersburg, June 8, July 13, Aug. 10, 
Sept. 14; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

“For the past 28 years, the depart-
ment has provided farmers and pesti-
cide applicators with the opportunity 
to dispose of used pesticide containers 
safely and responsibly for free at con-
venient locations around the state,” 

said Maryland Agriculture Secretary 
Joseph Bartenfelder. “This program not 
only recycles plastics, it also helps keep 
pesticide residue out of our local wa-
terways and soil, ultimately helping to 
improve the health of the Chesapeake 
Bay and its tributaries.”

Those participating in the program 
are asked to properly rinse containers 
before drop-off. Containers acceptable 
for recycling will be chipped into re-
cyclable plastic flakes by the Agricul-
tural Container Recycling Council and 
transported to an approved recycling 
facility. 

Since its inception, the program has 

yielded over 1 million tons of recyclable 
plastic flakes.

Maryland’s Pesticide Container Re-
cycling Program is a combined effort of 
state, county, and federal agencies and 
the private industry working together 
to protect the environment. 

According to MDA, rinsing and 
recycling empty pesticide containers 
will help to reduce the potential for 
contamination in groundwater and 
the Chesapeake Bay while also saving 
valuable landfill space. 

The program is free and open to all 
agricultural producers and pesticide 
applicators. 

Additionally, for farmers or pro-
ducers who want to safely dispose of 
any unwanted or unusable agricultural 
pesticides, the department also offers 
the Maryland Pesticide Disposal Pro-
gram. 

To participate in this free, voluntary 
program, farmers must submit an ap-
plication before Sept. 15, 2021.

For more information on Mary-
land’s Pesticide Container Recycling 
Program, contact the department’s Pes-
ticide Regulation Section at 410-841-
5710 or visit the department’s website at 
https://mda.maryland.gov/plants-pests/
Pages/pesticide_regulation.aspx. 

Some of the hives have two layers to accommodate a growing population.

Photo by Jane Primerano

stratospheric aerosol injection may 
also lead to less rainfall, which could 
result in yield loss for rainfed crops. 
But these studies didn’t look at one of 
the most important ecological factors 
in crop transpiration and productivity 
— humidity.

“Relative humidity or vapor pres-
sure deficit has stronger control on 
plant water use and crop productivity 
than precipitation,” said Yuanchao Fan, 
a fellow in the Harvard Solar Geoen-
gineering Research Program and first 
author of the paper. “We found that in a 
cooler world under multiple scenarios, 
except cirrus cloud thinning, there will 
be higher relative humidity, which will 
alleviate water stress for rainfed crops. 
Our model shows that the change in 
precipitation resulting from all three 
solar geoengineering methods would, 
in fact, have very little effect on crops.”

The researchers compared how 
agricultural productivity is affected 
by solar geoengineering and emissions 
reductions. The researchers found 
that while emissions reductions have 
strong cooling and humidity benefits, 
they may have a smaller benefit for 
crop yields than solar geoengineering 
because the reduction of carbon diox-
ide fertilization reduces the productiv-
ity of most crops compared with solar 
geoengineering that achieves the same 
temperature reduction. The finding 
highlights the need to combine emis-
sions reductions with other tools, in-
cluding increasing the use of nitrogen 
fertilization and changes to land use.

“Climate risks cannot be resolved 
with any single tool; even if emis-
sions were eliminated tomorrow the 
world’s most vulnerable will still suf-
fer from climate change,” said Keith. 
“Policymakers need to consider how 
emissions cuts might be supplemented 
by specific local adaptations to help 
farmers reduce the impacts of climate 
on agriculture, and by global actions 
such as carbon removal and solar geo-
engineering.”
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We Salute Our Dairy Farmers!

48th Annual Labor Day 
Farm Equipment Auction  

Monday - Sept 6, 2021 @ 9:00 AM
A. Curtis Andrew Auction, Inc.

Auctioneers: Curtis Andrew
Miles Roe/Mike Roe, CAI

410-754-8826/410-310-1826
www.acurtisandrew.com

701 E. Linden Street, 
Richland PA 17087
Ph: (717) 866-6581
Fx: (717) 866-7237

It’s where you’ll find your Complete Line of 
Post-Frame Building Materials!

Roof & Floor Trusses
T&G & V-Groove Decking

GluLam Posts, Beams & Arches
Fabral Metal Roofing & Siding

Plyco Windows & Doors

www.rigidply.com

J. DAVID MULLINIX 
& SONS, INC.
(410) 489-4363 

 FAX (410) 489-7634
14420 Howard Rd., Dayton, MD 21036

www.mullinixandsons.com

Proudly Supporting 
Those Who Feed 
The World

Parts
  sales
    service

www.hoober.com

CERESVILLE 
NEW HOLLAND, INC.

8102 Liberty Rd. - Frederick, MD 21702
301-662-4197  Toll Free 800-331-9122 

 Fax 301-662-0361

Frederick Equipment Co.
9640 Liberty Rd. - Frederick, MD 21701

301-898-1200
www.frederickequipment.com

Howard County Equipment
15095 Frederick Rd. - Woodbine, MD 21797

410-442-1900
www.howardcoequipment.com

Gaithersburg Equipment Co.
700 E. Diamond Ave. - Gaithersburg, MD 20877

301-670-9300
www.gaithersburgequipment.com

Proud Supporter of  
the Dairy Industry

Lending support to rural America®

 888.339.3334 | mafc.com |  

binkleyhurst.com

Humbled to Serve
the Dairy Industry since 1939!

12455 Browntown Rd, Kennedyville, MD
888.269.0372

22375 Sussex Hwy, Seaford, DE
866.670.4705

Herr & Leaman
Quality Used Farm Equipment
10 miles S. of Lancaster, PA

along Rt. 22

717-786-1606

Mark A. Sultenfuss, CPAg, Agent
PO Box 128 • 14209 Old Wye Mills Road

Wye Mills, MD  21679
 Office 410 822 6300 • Cell 410 739 7559

id-   tlantic  eedsM A S
...because every bushel counts.

We appreciate your business and continued support
Thank you Dairy Farmers!

www.midatlanticseeds.com 800-854-6251 204 St. Charles Way #163E York, PA 17403

1828 Freedom Rd 
Lancaster PA 17601 
717-687-6224 
KingsAgriSeeds.com 

Local Service. Local Tes�ng. Local Performance. 

· High Energy Forages 
· Soil Building Cover Crops 
· Livestock Focused Corn Hybrids 

FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN IMPACT YOUR QUALITY AT

M O R E  D E M A N D .
B E T T E R  P R I C E .

S O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T Y
MATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERS

CHICKS DIG SOYBEANS – broilers and layers. Animal ag 
is your No. 1 customer – eating 97 percent of your soybean 

meal. Better quality means more demand. More demand 
means better prices. AND THAT ISN’T CHICKEN FEED.

D E L AWA R E  S O Y B E A N  B O A R D 
S U P P O R T S  D E L AWA R E  A G R I C U LT U R E
W E E K  2 0 1 4 .  J O I N  U S  F O R  S O Y B E A N 

D AY  O N  J A N U A R Y  1 6 T H .

 www.desoybeans.org

50745_BTE_Chicken Ad 9.75x13.indd   1 1/2/14   12:59 PM

www.mdsoy.com

We Proudly Support The Dairy Insustry!
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See PITTS
Page 21

See BLACK
Page 21

I can just hear this candid 
conversation occurring someday in 
the future ...

“Grandpa were you ever in a 
penitentiary like San Quentin or 
Leavenworth?”

“No, little Billy, but I did do hard 
time in ‘20 and ‘21 in a far worse 
slammer called COVID-19. It was 
worse than any gulag, Chinese 
prison camp or even Alcatraz. 
Maybe you’ve heard about the Bird 
Man of Alcatraz, well I was known 

as the Bug Man of COVID-19.”
“Why were you called the Bug 

Man of COVID-19 Grandpa?”
“Because I got so lonely and 

depressed looking through bars 
rather than going to them that I made 
a friend out of a Black Widow that 
visited my cell daily. I even taught it 
to do some tricks.”

“Did you have a cellmate?”
“Yeah, your grandmother.”
“So, I guess you could say you 

were a member of a crime family?”
“I guess you could say that.”
“What were you in for? Robbery, 

rape, murder perhaps?”
“No, none of that but I got a 

stiffer sentence than if I’d have been 
an ax murderer. Somehow I got 
involved in international espionage 
and a worldwide syndicate that was 
spreading a Chinese virus that was 
very deadly. One day a cop saw me 
walking into the drugstore wearing 
a mask and figured I was going to 

COVID prison blues

IT’S THE 
PITTS

By LEE PITTS

If it were possible to clone human 
beings from history, what would they 
be doing today?

For instance, if we were somehow 
able to find a strand of DNA from 
Robin Hood, clone him and raise him 
in our modern environment, what do 
you reckon he’d be doing? His genes 
would give him the predilection to 
master disguises, slink around in 
back rooms and rob from the rich. 
Obviously, he’d be in politics. 

The sheriff of Nottingham, on the 
other hand would rob from the rich 
and poor alike and have no con-
science. The perfect packin’ house 
buyer.

How ‘bout Noah. Fair to middlin’ 
navigator, knew how to make repairs 
en route and kept a lot of air fresh-
ener in the pilot house. He’d make a 
good livestock hauler.

If we cloned an Egyptian Pharaoh 
where would he fit in the 20th cen-
tury? Well, they spent their lifetime 
leaving their mark on the land for 
people centuries later to ponder. I 
believe he’d be selling ear tags.

Buffalo Bill. A showman, took 
advantage of cowboys and stayed 
one jump ahead of the creditors. He 
could easily slip into the boots of a 
rodeo producer.

Edgar Allen Poe. Thought up de-
pressing stories that scared the wits 
out of people. He’d be an economist.

Poncho Villa. Inspired great loy-
alty in his people, came from Texas 
and knew all the good songs. Freddy 
Fender.

ON THE 
EDGE OF 

COMMON 
SENSE

By BAXTER BLACK

Clones 
from 

history
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For dates of May 21-27

High and low temperatures are reported in degrees measured in Fahrenheit. 
Precipitation measurements are reported in inches fallen for the given week.

 WEATHER WATCHERS

(Key: Reports, in order, are: High temperature; Low temperature; and Rain total for the week)(Key: Reports, in order, are: High temperature; Low temperature; and Rain total for the week)

Andy Highland
New Midway, Md.
92, 52, 0.84

MAEF Headquarters
Havre de Grace
90, 54, 0.03

Bill Grantham
Kearneysville, W.Va.
90, 57, 1.23

Kathy Ostrowski-Morris
Churchton, Md.
No Report

Bruce Bradley
Huntingtown, Md.
No Report

Richard Colburn
Cambridge, Md.
91, 51, 0.15

Kevin George
Easton, Md.
93, 51, 0.46

Jan Shriver
Reedville, Va.
86, 62, 0.10

Henry Bergfelter
Vernon, Del.
94, 45, 0.70

Allen Beachy
Lincoln, Del.
96, 58, 0.63

 2021 PHOTO CONTEST ENTRY

Next reports due oN 
Friday, JuNe 4 (by 10 a.m.).

Send ag-related photos to The Delmarva Farmer Photo Contest, Attn: “DF PHOTO CONTEST 
2021” P.O. Box 2026 Easton, MD 21601, or e-mail them to editorial@americanfarm.com. (in 
a .JPG or .EPS format) with “DF PHOTO CONTEST 2021” in the subject line. Please identify 
people and animals in photos, and include photographer’s name and where photos were taken. 
Winner will be chosen at the end of the year and receive a $100 check in a child’s name of his/
her choice. 

Jan moves a number of Bluefaced Leicester ewes at Trial & Error Acres Farm 
in Mount Airy, Md.

(Photo submitted by Nancy Starkey)

Pitts ...
Continued from Page 20

Black ...
Continued from Page 20

rob the place. He tried to shoot me 
but missed and busted up the Advil 
display instead. When I went to trial 
the judge threw the book at me... 
he too missed and hit my defense 
attorney. But he deserved it.”

“Did you get sent to one of those 
country club prisons Grandpa where 
the guards go to lunch with the 
prisoners at a nice restaurant every 
day.”

“Nah, all the restaurants were 
closed. And it wasn’t like I had 
a summer cell in the Hamptons. 
Keep in mind my cell mate was 
your grandma who was so upset at 
being confined with me that I had 
to sleep with one eye open and had 
to learn how to fight. She put me in 
the hospital and it was like solitary 
confinement cause no one could visit 
me. The only good thing about being 
in solitary was I didn’t have to worry 
about bending over to pick up a bar 
of soap in the shower.”

“Didn’t they give you an hour or 
two each day to go out into the yard 
for some exercise?”

“Yeah they did, but it tuned out 
that my neighbors were some crazy 
people. There were undesirable 
characters like One Thumb Frank, 
Ice, Humpy and The Seagull. All 
of them cold blooded thugs. It was 
the Seagull who stepped on my pet 
spider on purpose and killed it. So I 
made a shiv out of a plastic dinner 
utensil but when I stabbed The 
Seagull my shiv broke and he put me 
back in the infirmary.”

“Is it true, Gramps, that you can 
get anything in prison; contraband 
like drugs and booze?”

“Oh sure. Prisoners were distilling 
the alcohol out of handi-wipes and 
hand sanitizer but it didn’t help me 
cause I didn’t drink. I didn’t smoke 
either so I traded my cigs for extra 
rations. The only good thing about 
being imprisoned was the good 
home-cooked food in COVID-19. 
That’s why they called it COVID-19. 
That’s how many pounds I gained per 
year while I was in the joint... 19”

“Did anyone ever try to slip you 
a file in a birthday cake or did you 
ever try to break out of COVID-19 
grandpa?

“Yeah, I dug a tunnel but 
somehow got disoriented and when I 
busted out I came up in the warden’s 
office. For that he cut off my free 
cable TV and took the government 
stimulus checks all the prisoners got. 
The warden was on the take. He was 
the biggest crook in the place.”

“Did you get time off for good 
behavior Grandpa?”

“No, but when all the prisons 
got overcrowded and they started 
releasing mass murderers I slipped 
through the cracks. But the world 
had changed completely by the time 
I got out. I swore upon my release 
that I was running so far away from 
COVID-19 that it would take a 
hundred bucks in stamps just to send 
me a postcard.” 

Attilla the Hun. Pillaged and 
plundered the land and built mon-
uments to his own scorched earth 
policy. A real estate developer.

A Roman slave. He could own his 
own dairy today.

The first person who crossed 
the Bearing Strait and introduced 
mastodons to the Eskimos would 
probably be in the llama or ostrich 
business now.

Lewis and Clark. Managed to 
make it across the country by trading 
trinkets to keep from getting shot. 
Animal health salesmen.

Chris Columbus. Had to beg for 
financing, made some risky invest-
ments and wound up 14,000 miles off 
course. He would be feeding cattle 
today.

Fred Flintstone. Lived in a cave, 
rode a dinosaur and didn’t do well 
with strangers. Probably be herding 
sheep in Wyoming.

Nero. Played his fiddle while 
Rome burned. He’d probably have a 
BBQ joint in Branson, Missouri.

And finally Moses. He brought a 
plague on his neighbors, took orders 
from higher up and was good with 
large quantities of liquid. 

His clone might make a good hog 
confinement operator. 

‘Course, Moses was also lost for 
forty years wandering the wilderness 
with no apparent means of support, 
so he could easily be a professional 
team roper.
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WEEKLY BASIS - MAY 28  

Commodity Price Basis

Scoular - Windsor, VA 
Soybeans $15.45  10.00
Wheat                  $6.73        0.00

Laurel Grain Company - Laurel, DE
Corn   $7.42 75.00
Soybeans $15.21    -15.00
Wheat                  $6.03      -70.00

Smithfield Grain- East - Waverly, VA
Corn  $7.12 50.00
Wheat                  $7.37      70.00

Triple-M-Farms - Lebanon, PA
Corn  $6.67     0.00
Soybeans $15.06  -30.00

Commodity Price Basis

Kalmbach Feeds - Shippensburg, PA
Corn  $6.97 30.00

Associated Grain, Inc. - Exmore, VA
Corn  $6.84   25.00

PA Grain Processing, Clearfield, PA
Corn  $7.12 45.00

The Mennel Milling Co - West Point, VA
Corn  $5.49   -5.00
Soybeans $15.80      45.00
Wheat  $6.63 -10.00

Augusta Farmers Coop- Weyers Cave, VA
Soybeans $15.40    0.00
Corn  $6.79 0.00

Up 8%
BROILER REPORT

Broiler growers in the United States weekly program placed 
188 million chicks for meat production during the week ending 
May 22, 2021, up 8% from a year ago. Cumulative placements 
from the week ending January 9, 2021 through May 22, 2021 for 
the United States were 3.74 billion. 

Cumulative placements were up 1% from the same period a 
year earlier.

LYNCHBURG 
WEEKLY FEEDER 

CATTLE SALE
LYNCHBURG, VA

MAY 24, 2021

HOLLERING HILL 
LIVESTOCK 

AUCTION 
NATHALIE, VA 
MAY 21, 2021

WINCHESTER 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

WINCHESTER, VA 
MAY 24, 2021 

CATTLE
Cows
Cow & Calf RR 400.00-
1180.00
Good .60-.80
Fair 600.00
Shelly .22
Holstein
Feeders .40-.96
Heifer Calf BH 87.00-157.00
Bull Calf BH 80.00-130.00
Jersey 
Feeders 500-1000 lbs. .83-.97
250-500 lbs. .72-.96
Rough .57-.61
Pigs
Pot Bellies BH 1.00
SHEEP
Old Ewes BH 100.00-175.00
Rams BH 245.00-255.00
Lambs
Good 122.00-180.00
Rough BH 75.00
Wethers BH 195.00
GOATS
Small Nanny BH 105.00-
110.00
Med. Nanny 135.00-175.00
Large Nanny 210.00-350.00
Small Billy 75.00-122.00
Medium Billy 125.00-142.00
Large Billy 150.00-207.00
Pony 310.00
POULTRY
Large Roosters 12.00-28.00
Hens 2.75-48.00
Banty Roosters 2.00-30.00
Banty Hens 5.00-30.00
Hens w/ Chicks 20.00-49.00
Call Ducks 10.00-16.00
Other Ducks 5.00-19.00
Turkey Hen 45.00
Geese 29.00-35.00
Pheasants 87.00
Quail 2.00-8.00
Doves 14.00
Barn Pigeons 6.75-9.50
Fancy Pigeons 14.00
White King Pigeons 15.00
Guineas 16.00
Pea Hen 250.00
Peacock 250.00
Baby Ducks 3.00-4.00
Baby Chicks .50
Baby Guineas 11.00
Baby Pheasants 17.75
RABBITS
Small 5.00-16.00
Medium 5.00-10.00
Large 7.25
EGGS
Hatching Eggs 1.00-20.00
HAY
Good 5.75-10.00
Fair 2.50-5.50
Round Bales Good 27.00-
35.00

Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
51    925         925      
$132.75$        132.75
In-Barn Feeder Cattle 441 
(Steers 163, Heifers 201, 
Bulls 77)
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
13    410-426     419    
141.00-151.00     146.48

4    473         473       151.00         
151.00
11    521         521       146.00         
146.00
5    563-565     563    136.00-
141.00     140.00
39    570-578     575   
$158.00-162.50$    161.01    
7    635         635       132.00         
132.00
8    693         693       129.00         
129.00
10    722-725     722    127.00-
131.00     127.40
4    850-888     879    113.00-
114.00     113.24
6    973         973       109.00         
109.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1-2
 8    749         749       125.50         
125.50
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
1    360         360       140.00         
140.00
4    438         438       150.00         
150.00
6    469-475     470    140.00-
144.00     140.67
5    525-538     535    121.00-
130.00     128.23
2    640         640       124.00         
124.00
3    650         650       127.00         
127.00
8    744         744       126.50         
126.50
2    883         883       100.00         
100.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 3
5    359         359       138.00         
138.00
4    480         480       139.00         
139.00
3    505-525     512    118.00-
129.00     125.24
2    658         658       110.00         
110.00
1    715         715        80.00          
80.00
Feeder Steers Small 1
1    470         470       132.00         
132.00
1    535         535       132.00         
132.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
3    327         327       131.00         
131.00
5    386         386       140.00         
140.00
29    453         453       128.50         
128.50
20    519-547     541    120.00-
123.50     122.83
13    657-663     658    110.00-
121.00     111.71
12    736-747     741    105.00-
110.50     108.19
5    810         810       110.00         
110.00
10    850-855     852     91.00-
110.00      98.63
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1-2
10    545         545      128.50          
128.50
16    615         615     ^110.00^         
110.00    
5    756         756     ^110.50^         
110.50
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
2    305         305       130.00         
130.00
3    363-375     367    129.00-
134.00     130.70
7    419         419       136.00         
136.00
3    453         453       105.00         
105.00

19    541-545     541    110.00-
116.00     115.68
3    560-570     563    109.00-
112.00     110.99
9    632         632       110.00         
110.00
1    790         790       100.00         
100.00
2    810         810       110.00         
110.00
1    905         905       100.00         
100.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 3
3    380         380       121.00         
121.00
1    440         440       110.00         
110.00
6    455         455       116.00         
116.00
4    524         524       108.00         
108.00
4    626         626        95.00          
95.00
1    720         720        89.00          
89.00
Feeder Heifers Small 1
1    570         570       100.00         
100.00
1    735         735        96.00          
96.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
1    325         325       140.00         
140.00
1    365         365       145.00         
145.00
9    429         429       141.00         
141.00
5    475         475       135.00         
135.00
3    543         543       135.00         
135.00
4    641         641       127.00         
127.00

2    708         708       124.00         
124.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
3    335         335       145.00         
145.00
1    395         395       127.00         
127.00
4    431         431       147.00         
147.00
11    468-495     470    131.00-
133.00     132.81
1    505         505       112.00         
112.00
11    556         556       129.00         
129.00
6    630-639     636    121.00-
125.00     123.68
1    785         785       107.00         
107.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 3
1    380         380       116.00         
116.00
1    445         445       120.00         
120.00
8    551         551       115.00         
115.00
1    645         645       100.00         
100.00
1    730         730       107.00          
107.00
Winchester VA Livestock 
Auction
Weekly Auction for Mon May 
24, 2021
All prices per hundredweight 
unless otherwise stated
Slaughter Cattle   132 head
Slaughter Cows   112 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
850-1200     62.00-73.00
1200-1600     62.00-77.00

Slaughter Cows Breaker High 
Yielding
1200-1600     77.00-84.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     55.00-66.00
1200-2000     55.00-68.00
Slaughter Cows Boner High 
Yielding
1200-2000     67.00-84.00
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90% 
Lean
850-1200     46.00-63.00
Slaughter Bulls   20 head
Slaughter Bulls YG 1-2
1000-1500     75.00-85.00
1500-2500     82.00-90.00
Slaughter Bulls High Yielding
1000-1500     85.00-95.00
1500-2500    90.00-104.00
Cows Returned To Farm   60 
head
Medium and Large 1-2, 3-8 
months bred, 4 years to aged
1000-1750  800.00-1135.00 
per head
Cows With Calves At Side   9 
pair
Medium and Large 1-2 with 
calves 150-350 lbs
950-1200  900.00-1185.00 
per pair
Slaughter Lambs   59 head
Spring, Wooled Choice and 
Prime
60-  80   255.00-295.00
80- 110          280.00
Spring, Wooled Good and 
Choice 1-3
30-  60   250.00-305.00
Wooled Choice and Prime 3-4
130- 160          250.00
Slaughter Rams and Ewes   
15 head

Slaughter Ewes 
Choice 2-4    85.00-100.00
Good 2-4   115.00-140.00
Slaughter Rams 
All Grades           75.00
Goats   59 head
Kids Selection No 1-2
20-  40   305.00-320.00
40-  60   400.00-440.00
60-  80   380.00-425.00
Slaughter Does Selection No 
1-2
50-  70   210.00-260.00
70- 100   210.00-255.00
100- 150          255.00
150- 250          200.00
Slaughter Hogs   8 head
Barrows and Gilts US 1-3
300- 385     70.00-71.00

Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
25    357-365     364    149.00-
154.00     153.61
2    462         462       139.00         
139.00
2    532         532       143.00         
143.00
117    550         550       
156.50         156.50
 87    642         642       150.25         
150.25
 1    670         670       148.00         
148.00
 25    741         741       138.50         
138.50
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
10    372         372       160.00         
160.00
24    463-485     464    134.00-
155.00     154.09
18    540         540       152.00         
152.00
5    634         634       149.00         
149.00
3    735         735       136.00         
136.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 3
6    443         443       160.00         
160.00
4    538         538       144.00         
144.00
1    570         570       130.00         
130.00
2    652         652       135.00         
135.00
Feeder Steers Small 1
6    440         440       132.00         
132.00
1    505         505       121.00         
121.00
2    632         632       120.00         
120.00
1    725         725       122.00         
122.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
3    385         385       132.00         
132.00
50    463-477     464    129.00-
133.50     133.22
91    535-544     544    124.00-
126.50     126.45
78    621-632     632    118.00-
119.75     119.68
23    739         739       116.50         
116.50
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
23    365         365       140.00         
140.00
6    446         446       128.00         
128.00
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ABINGDON TRI STATE 
LIVESTOCK 

AUCTION
 ABINGDON, VA 

MAY 21, 2021

STAUNTON LIVESTOCK 
AUCTION 

STAUNTON, VA  
MAY 21, 2021

DILLS LIVESTOCK 
AUCTION 

DOVER, DE 
MAY 26, 2021

MIDDLEBURG 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

MIDDLEBURG, PA 
MAY 25, 2021

Want to see an 

auction that 

isn’t listed?  Call 

Emily and let 

her know!  

(800) 634-5021

51    453         453       133.75         
133.75
39    542         542       127.75         
127.75
2    582         582       121.00         
121.00
17    629         629       125.00         
125.00
7    720-744     741    114.00-
115.00     114.86
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 3
10    363         363       136.50         
136.50
 14    442         442       132.25         
132.25
 1    455         455       121.00         
121.00
11    525-544     542    114.00-
127.75     126.54
6    630         630       116.00         
116.00
Feeder Heifers Small 1
1    385         385       128.00         
128.00
16    438-447     445    125.00-
132.00     130.71
5    544         544       120.50         
120.50
2    610         610       108.00         
108.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
6    365-395     375    144.00-
154.00     151.27
9    427         427       144.00         
144.00
22    492         492       139.00         
139.00
34    566-585     567    130.00-
134.00     133.88
20    628         628       131.00         
131.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
13    339         339       159.00         
159.00
27    418         418       151.25         
151.25
19    493         493    130.00-
140.00     137.89
19    555         555       133.00         
133.00
3    626         626       128.00         
128.00
Feeder Bulls Small 1
3    348         348       147.00         
147.00
10    421         421       137.50         
137.50
8    481         481       129.00         
129.00
6    565         565       124.50         
124.50
Lynchburg, VA Livestock 
Auction
Weekly Auction for Mon May 
24, 2021
Slaughter Cattle   214 head
Slaughter Cows   189 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
850-1200     68.00-75.00
1200-1600     67.00-75.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     66.00-76.00
1200-2000     68.00-76.00
Slaughter Cows Boner High 
Yielding
1200-2000     77.00-86.50
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90% 
Lean
750- 850     49.00-58.00
850-1200     54.00-68.00
Slaughter Bulls   25 head
Slaughter Bulls YG 1-2
1000-1500     86.00-96.00
1500-2500     89.00-99.00
Slaughter Bulls High Yielding
1500-2500   100.00-110.00
Cows Returned To Farm   10 

head
Medium and Large 1-2, 2-6 
years old
715-1125     67.50-90.00

CATTLE
Per pound 
Cows, good .63-1.00
Feeders
Per pound
500-1000 .75-1.07
250-500 lbs. .70-.85
Calves
Good Bull 50.00-135.00
Good 25.00-95.00
Rough 1.00-10.00
GOATS
Stag 105.00-220.00
Nanny 180.00-310.00
Billy 85.00-460.00
SHEEP
Ewes .90-2.10
Rams 1.27-2.00
Lambs
Good 2.70-3.25
POULTRY
Baby Chicks 1.50-4.00
Large Roosters 15.00-25.00
Old Hens 2.50-8.00
Banty Roosters 7.00-12.00
Banty Hens 7.00-10.00
Muscovy Drakes 17.00
Call Ducks 6.00-8.00
Other Ducks 8.00-12.00
Turkeys 20.00-49.00
Geese 22.00
Barn Pigeons 3.00-9.00
Fancy Pigeons 6.00-8.00
White Kings 7.00-9.00
Guineas 15.00-20.00
Peafowl 90.00-250.00
RABBITS
Small 3.00-7.00
Medium 4.00-8.00
Large 7.00-12.00
EGGS
Small .50-1.00
Medium .50-1.00
Large 1.00-1.50
HAY
Good 5.25-7.25
Fair 2.50-4.00
Rough .25-2.00
Straw 2.25-3.75
Round Bales 12.00-36.00
HORSES
Jack 225.00
Jenny 450.00

Feeder Cattle   397 head
Feeder Steers   150 head
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
200- 300          160.00
300- 400   160.00-175.00
400- 500   146.00-163.00
500- 600   127.00-152.00
600- 700   127.00-146.00
700- 800          124.00
800- 900   104.00-117.00
900-1000          112.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
300- 400   140.00-156.00
400- 500   153.00-177.50
500- 600          153.00
600- 700   140.00-146.50
700- 800          124.00
800- 900          110.00

Feeder Holstein Steers   2 
head
Feeder Holstein Steers Large 
2-3
400- 500           90.00
500- 600           90.00
Feeder Heifers   160 head
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
200- 300          135.00
300- 400          135.00
400- 500   133.00-144.00
500- 600   124.00-144.00
600- 700   100.00-128.00
700- 800          106.00
800- 900   102.00-106.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
200- 300          147.50
300- 400   130.00-139.00
400- 500   128.00-143.00
500- 600   119.00-139.00
600- 700   123.00-133.00
700- 800   107.00-113.00
800- 900     76.00-80.00
Feeder Bulls   85 head
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
200- 300          160.00
300- 400   160.00-172.50
400- 500   151.00-173.00
500- 600   139.00-158.00
600- 700   110.00-138.00
700- 800    91.00-133.00
800- 900           87.00
900-1000     79.00-85.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
200- 300          160.00
300- 400   167.50-190.00
400- 500   140.00-170.00
500- 600   130.00-146.00
600- 700   110.00-132.00
700- 800           81.00
800- 900           81.00
900-1000     73.00-87.00
Slaughter Cattle   
166 head
Slaughter Cows   
140 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
850-1200     55.00-64.00
1200-1600     66.00-71.00
Slaughter Cows Breaker High 
Yielding
1200-1600     74.00-81.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     60.00-65.00
1200-2000     67.00-70.00
Slaughter Cows Boner High 
Yielding
1200-2000     73.50-75.00
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90% 
Lean
750- 850     50.00-69.00
850-1200     45.00-77.00
Slaughter Bulls   
26 head
Slaughter Bulls YG 1-2
1000-1500     75.00-98.00
1500-2500     78.00-99.00
Slaughter Bulls 
High Yielding
1000-1500   101.00-115.00
1500-2500   104.00-110.00
Cows Returned To Farm   10 
head
Medium and Large 1, 3-12 
years old
850-1300   620.00-925.00 per 
head
Cows With Calves At Side   
17 pair
Medium and Large 1, 8-12 
years old with calves 50-375 
lbs
850-1400  775.00-1325.00 
per pair

Slaughter Steers: 
High Choice and Prime 2-3  
1345-1530 lbs 125.00-127.00. 
Choice 2-3  
1075-1685 lbs 118.00-124.50. 
Select 2-3  
1060-1785 lbs 106.00-117.00.
Slaughter Holstein Steers: 
High Choice and Prime 2-3  
1325-1735 lbs 92.00-105.00. 
Choice 2-3  
1180-1800 lbs 88.00-93.00 
Select 2-3  
1080-1550 lbs 76.00-85.50.
  Slaughter Heifers: 
High Choice and Prime 2-3  
1355-1485 lbs 123.00-126.50. 
Choice 2-3  
1105-1335 lbs 116.00-123.00. 
Select 2-3  
1355-1665 lbs 112.00-114.00. 
Premium Wt         
70-75       74.50-81.50   
Breakers           
75-80       
70.00-75.50   
76.00-77.50   
Boners             
80-85       
68.00-73.00   
74.00-79.00   
62.00-63.00
Lean               
85-90       
62.00-72.00   
74.00-78.00   
40.00-46.00  
Slaughter Bulls: 
Yield Grade 1  
1800 LBS 98.00. 
High Dress 
1805-2200 lbs 98.00-103.00.
Feeder Cattle: All prices per 
cwt.
Steers: 
Medium and Large 1  
550-600 lbs 140.00; 
700-1000 lbs 110.00-115.00. 
Medium and Large 2  
450-500 lbs 115.00; 
850-900 lbs 102.00.
Holstein Steers: 
Large 3  
200-250 lbs 102.00-105.00; 
400-500 lbs 75.00-80.00; 
600-700 mlbs 75.00-122.00; 
700-800 lbs 87.00-122.00; 
850-950 lbs 85.00-90.00.
Holstein Heifers: Large 3  
500-550 lbs 90.00; 
800-850 lbs 86.00.
Heifers: Medium and Large 1  
200-250 lbs 125.00; 
350-400 110.00. 
Medium and Large 2
300-400 lbs 97.00-125.00; 
500-600 lbs 80.00-94.00; 
700-750 lbs 80.00-86.00
950-1000 lbs 74.00.
Bulls: Medium and Large 1  
600-650 lbs 110.00; 
750-800 lbs 102.00. 
Medium and Large 2
250-300 lbs 135.00; 
400-500 lbs 95.00-107.00; 
500-600 lbs 92.00-100.00; 
700-900 lbs 60.00-82.00.  
Holstein Bull Calves: 
Number 1  
95-120 lbs 135.00-155.00; 
85-90 lbs 105.00-130.00. 
Number 2 
 95-120 lbs 110.00-135.00; 
85-90 lbs 60.00-120.00. 
Number 3  
70-115 lbs 40.00-90.00. 

Utility 70-90 lbs 5.00-30.00. 
Holstein Heifer Calves: 
Number 1 
80-110 lbs 50.00-80.00. 
Number 2
75-90 lbs 15.00-20.00.
Beef Type Bulls and Heifers: 
80-100 lbs 290.00-300.00
Holstein/Angus Cross: 
70-105 lbs 150.00-290.00.
Slaughter Hogs: Compared to 
last week slaughter hogs sold 
1.00-3.00 lower. Colored hogs 
sold 3.00-5.00 lower. Sow 
sold 5.00-7.00 
lower. All prices per cwt.
Barrows and Gilts:  
52-56 percent lean  
250-300 lbs 80.00-82.00; 
300-350 lbs 77.00-82.00. 
48-52 percent lean 
250-300 lbs 76.00-82.00; 
300-400 lbs  62.00-78.00.
Colored Hogs: 
52-56 percent lean 
200-250 lbs 84.00-86.00; 
250-300 lbs 80.00-85.00.
Sows: 
Good 1-2  
300-500 lbs 40.00-52.00; 
500-700 lbs 52.00-54.00.
Utility:
300-600 lbs 10.00-32.00.
Boars: 
200-300 lbs 46.00; 
500-900 lbs 2.00-3.00.
Roasters: 
100-120 lbs 80.00; 
160-200 lbs 70.00-85.00.
Feeder Pigs:  Sold by the head 
on estimated weights.
US 1-2  
15-20 lbs 32.00-42.00; 
30-50 lbs 70.00-75.00.
US 2  
20-40 lbs 55.00-90.00; 
60-80 lbs 60.00-72.00.
Utility: 
20-40 lbs 10.00-35.00.
Slaughter Sheep:  
All prices per cwt.  
Lambs: Choice 1-3  
20-40 lbs 155.00-230.00; 
40-60 lbs 250.00-270.00; 
60-80 lbs 220.00-270.00; 
80-100 lbs 275.00.
Yearlings: No Market Test.
Ewes: 
Good 1-3  
115-225 lbs 117.00-150.00.
Utility: 100-200 lbs 90.00-
102.00.
Rams: No Market Test.
Slaughter Goats:  Sold per 
head on estimated weights.
Kids: 
Selection 1  
15-20 lbs 87.00; 
20-40 lbs 150.00-210.00; 
40-60 lbs 175.00-250.00;
60-80 lbs 270.00. 
Selection 2  
15-20 lbs 75.00-110.00; 
20-40 lbs 85.00-130.00; 
40-60 lbs 115.00-200.00. 
Selection 3  
15-20 lbs 80.00-100.00;
20-40 lbs 60.00-135.00.
Nannies: 
Selection 1  
50-80 lbs 120.00; 
80-130 lbs 235.00-260.00; 
130-200 lbs 300.00. 
Selection 2  
50-80 lbs 105.00-175.00; 
80-130 lbs 150.00-245.00; 
130-200 lbsb290.00-295.00. 
Selection 3  
50-80 lbs 120.00-185.00; 
80-130 lbs 155.00-175.00.
Billies: 
Selection 1  

150-250 lbs 530.00-570.00. 
Selection 2  
100-150 lbs 220.00-295.00.
Whethers: 
Selection 1  
100-150 lbs 350.00.

Feeder Cattle   307 head
Feeder Steers   153 head
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
300- 400   150.00-175.00
400- 500   151.00-179.00
500- 600   137.00-174.00
600- 700   132.00-163.00
700- 800   126.00-135.00
800- 900          120.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
500- 600   130.00-161.00
600- 700   133.00-143.00
Feeder Heifers   101 head
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
300- 400          130.00
400- 500   120.00-135.50
500- 600   119.00-128.50
600- 700   110.00-119.50
700- 800    97.00-103.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
300- 400   129.00-133.00
400- 500   122.00-135.00
500- 600   115.00-128.50
600- 700   104.00-118.00
Feeder Bulls   53 head
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
300- 400   152.00-160.00
500- 600   122.00-135.00
600- 700   120.00-122.50
700- 800     95.00-96.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
500- 600   133.00-150.00
600- 700   120.00-130.00
700- 800    85.00-110.00
800- 900     80.00-91.00
Slaughter Cattle   26 head
Slaughter Cows   20 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
1200-1600     66.00-75.50
Slaughter Cows Breaker High 
Yielding
1200-1600           81.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     69.00-77.00
Slaughter Cows Boner High 
Yielding
1200-2000           84.00
Slaughter Bulls   6 head
Slaughter Bulls YG 1-2
1500-2500     85.00-86.00
Slaughter Bulls High Yielding
1000-1500     80.00-89.00
1500-2500     93.00-95.00
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EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT

EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT

TRACTORS
JD 8295R, 4WD, Cab, 600 HRS..................................$310,000
JD 6215R, 4WD, Cab, 1441 HRS................................$159,000
JD 5090GN, 4WD, Cab, 485 HRS.................................$55,000
JD 4455, 4WD, Cab, loader............................................$45,000

COMBINES
Low Rates Available On Used Combines

JD S660, 4WD, 913 HRS..............................................$265,000
JD S660, 4WD, 1372 HRS............................................$210,000
JD 625 Flex Head.............................................................$20,000
JD 925 Flex Head.............................................................$15,000
JD 925 Flex Head w/cart..................................................$13,000
JD 922 Flex Head...............................................................$9,000
JD 213 Flex Head...............................................................$5,000
JD 643 6 row corn head.....................................................$3,000
JD S550, 2WD, 2179 HRS..........................................COMING
JD S660, 4WD..............................................................COMING

HAY AND FORAGE EQUIPMENT
JD 348 Square Baler w/ejector ......................................$18,000
JD MOCO, impeller, 2004.............................................$16,000
Pequea HR1140 rake........................................................$6,000
JD 435 round baler............................................................$4,500

SKID STEER LOADERS
JD 35G, mini ex, open, 210 HRS..................................$38,400
JD 318D, Cab, new bucket, 1798 HRS.........................$21,500

CORN/SOYBEAN PLANTERS
JD 1990 30ft air seeder..................................................$110,000
JD 1750, 6 row, liquid fertilizer (2009)..........................$29,500
JD 1750, 6 row, w/markers.............................................$21,000
JD 7200, 12 row, liquid fertilizer....................................$18,000

MISCELLANEOUS
Knight 3042 mixer wagon................................................$7,500

GLADHILL TRACTOR
5509 Mt. Zion Rd. P. O. Box 777
Frederick, Maryland 21705

301-663-6060  • 1-800-245-0691
www.gladhilltractor.com

JOHN DEERE

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
JD 11 row 7240 vacuum 
planter; JD 15 foot 1560 
drill w/ markers; Interna-
tional 2010A 10 wheeler 
with 20 ft dump body.  
Call 410-924-6907.

JD 1560
JD 1560 15’ no til drill.  
S.I. belt meters and 
original seed cups.  Moni-
tor and markers.  New 
disc openers.  Excellent 
condition.  $27,000.  Call 
302-242-6835

SPRAYER
Sprayer.  854 rogator , 
750 gal SS tank, 60/80 
ft booms, foam marker, 
recent new tires, new 
product pump, trimble 
750 gps, Ravens 450 
controller, cold A/C, 400 
acres this spring, good 
condition.  $37,500 OBO.   
Located in Goochland, 
VA.  Call 804-337-2319.

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
Terra-force 102” heavy 
duty.  Used very little, pic-
tures available.  $4,500.  
Call Darrell Hornstra, Ag 
Solutions of VA.  804-514-
9845.

EQUIPMENT
Super B AS1000, 3 
phase, 388 bushel batch 
dryer.  $5,000.  Call 252-
338-4871.

CASE IH MX 220
18.4X46 rear tires, du-
als on rear, singles on 
front, quick hitch, 3 PTO 
shafts, 4 remotes, power 
shift, cab A/C and heat, 
AM/FM radio, cloth cab 
seat and buddy seat, 
diff locks, block heater.  
Wheelman auto steer 
available for purchase 
also.  Very good condi-
tion, shed kept, very 
well taken care of since 
owned, kept washed and 
waxed.  $65,000.   Call 
302-629-4783

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 
JD 9600 
combine

4WD; duals; 
full Kuchar kit; 
JD Greenstar 
System w/2600 
monitor. Many 
updates, exc. 
cond., field 
ready.

Also selling: JD 630F platform exc. shape, 
field ready.  JD 843 cornhead, poly, field 
ready. (3) header carts also avail.

For more information/pricing call:
856-982-6239

SPRING SAVINGS

(2004) JD  9560  COMBINE  3221 
ENGINE HRS ,  2386 SEP HRS

JD 825 6 ROW CULTIVATOR

SEVERAL FUNNEL BODY WAGONS

JD  400  20FT ROTARY HOE

JD 16 ROW 845 CULTIVATOR 

JD  15 FT ROTARY HOE

(2014) JD  3046R, 46 HP, 453 HOURS

325  Walt Messick Rd.  Harrington, DE
302-398-3729 
800-237-1272

(2005) JD  9120 W/ PTO, 250 HP,  
4898 HOURS 

FUNNEL BODY WAGON
 W/SEED AUGER

(1974)  JD 4030,  80 HP, 
SOLID TRACTOR

(2013)  Z925M, 24.6 HP, 54” CUT,  
381 HOURS, BRAND NEW ENGINE

2017 YEAR JOHN DEERE 4066R 
W/LOADER, 38 HRS
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EQUIPMENTEQUIPMENT EQUIPMENTEQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT

CASE IH 5500
Case IH 5500 30ft. 
Grain drill.  7.5” spacing.  
$12,000.  Call 302-632-
1706.

FARM EQUIPMENT 
FOR SALE

Lely Lotus 600 Tedder 19 
foot.  Can be converted 
to raking mode.  Sold the 
cows, don’t need.  Call 
Darrell Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

JD 4640 TRACTOR
JD 4640 tractor, sound 
guard cab, 150 PTO HP, 
20.8-38 duals, inside 
like-new, quad range 
transmission, 3 sets of 
6CV, quick hitch, 14 front 
weights, good condition.  
$17,500 
OBO.  Call 804-337-
2319

SUNFLOWER 1434
Sunflower 1434 - 26’ 
disc - blades good.  Call 
301-663-4678

2388 CASE IH
2388 Case IH 2WD 
combine plus 25ft 1020 
head.  Head has Crary 
air well and cutterbar. 
3721 engine hours/2631 
separator hours.  Com-
bine in good shape, field 
ready.  Bought a bigger 
combine.  Call 757-894-
7564.

FUEL TANK/PUMP
1,000 gallon diesel fuel 
tank and fuel pump.  
Electric.  302-217-2110. 

ANTIQUE FARM 
EQUIPMENT

Early 1900’s 2 horse 
hackney box wagon, 
complete with long 
tongue, double trees, 
folding tailboard and 
original seat.  Priced at 
$1,800.  Call 410-673-
2159 between 6 and 9 
pm.

PROUDLY SUPPORTINGPROUDLY SUPPORTING
AMERICAN DAIRY FARMERSAMERICAN DAIRY FARMERS

Since Since 19411941
Wellers Dairy
Elliotsburg, PA

 

  
MIDDLETOWN, DE
500874  GE  RD1230-AF Corn Head
208439  CIH  1020-30 Platform
208441  CIH  1020-30 Platform
67819  WD   BB720X Rotary Cutter
74451  MF  2190 4x4 Sq Baler
270089  ProAg 12SR Bale Stacker
281434  Bobcat 873 Skid Steer
278287  HM-HC Header Cart
278524  UM  HT-36 Header Cart
281771  CIH  5100 Drill
101640  GP  3S-3000HD Drill
281426  CropCare TR510 Pull-Type Sprayer
226297  Krause 8210-31 WR Disc
220511  GP  1300SS Subsoiler
215294  GP  1800TT-18 Turbo Till
281458  JD  6170R MFD Cab
62866  KU  L5240HSTC MFD Cab
72106  CIH  RM330-25 True Tandem
281741  Pequea Machine 710 Tedder
281412  Brillion X-26 Packer
281739  UM  1225-37 Soil Cond
280140  Kuhn Knight 3042 Mixer
222293  KU  L3301HST 4WD ROPS
281496  Manitou MLT634 Telehandler
281461  CIH  2096 MFD Cab

SEAFORD, DE
71989  CIH  2162-30 Draper Platform
66602  CIH  2162-35 Draper
73711  CIH  7120 4WD Combine
252342  Hardee DB4060 Ditch Bank Mower
219890  UM  HT-36 Header Cart
51088  CIH  JX1075C MFD Cab
201683  CIH  2206 Corn Head
281561  JD  446 Rnd Baler
200447  CIH  MXM155 4WD Cab
270133  Meyer Mfg 9130-HFX-RT Forage Box
53383  UM  HT-36 Header Cart

ASHLAND, VA
257689  CIH  RB455A Baler
100079  CIH  500T-40 Drill
211250  KU  B2400HSD 4WD ROPS
100841  WD  BW180X-QW Rotary Cutter
281648  JD  630-R Mower Cond
281665  JD  6150M MFD Cab
281513  LP  RCF2072 Rotary Cutter
106681  WD  PRD7200-W Finish Mower
280229  Ford 3000 2WD Tractor
280904  NH  315 Small Sq Baler
76308  KU  L3560 HST 4WD ROPS
281589  King Kutter TYR-60 Landscape Rake

WAKEFIELD, VA
281463  Mahindra C40052WD ROPS

WHAT’S COMING IN?
WHAT’S ALREADY HERE?

CHECK HERE EVERY WEEK!

Thank you for getting up at 5am every day and 
working 365 days a year, including holidays, no 
matter how bad the weather may be. Thank you 
for your dedication to quality milk production and 
helping make it possible for us to enjoy the most 
abundant food supply in the world. Especially ice 
cream – a big thank you for ice cream!

Thank you from the entire Hoober organization for 
everything you do. If we can ever be of service, 
please don’t hesitate to give us a call.

THANK YOU!
As we reflect upon a challenging dairy market, 
we want to take this opportunity to say

Walmoore Holsteins
West Grove, PA

Mays Farming
Upperco, MD

Passenger Run Farms
Elberon, VA

HOOBER.COM/KUHN

WWW.AMERICANFARMPUBLICATIONS.COM
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2014 JD 323E #46652A                           
2477 hrs., aux. hyd., hand ctrls, A/C, 76” 

bucket, new tracks 130 hrs. ago
$34,000 ME

2008 JD 608C #60087A                                                                         
8R30”, stalkmaster

REDUCED TO $27,000 QA

2008 CIH 7010 #54693A
4205/3214 hrs., PRWD, 

axle rear wheel drive                                                                  
$48,000 CL

2003 JD 5520N #45667A
7520 hrs., 2WD, narrow config,                          

540 rear PTO
    $11,500 WH

2002 JD 9650STS #63150A
3800/2500 hrs., PRWD, 
chopper, contour master                                                   

$42,500 QA

Kuhn Knight 8141 #54656A
spreader

$29,900 CL

2002 JD HX20 #62950A                                                            
20’, wing fold,                                                    

shielded driveline 540
$13,500 PO

2015 JD R4045 #55272A                              
2954 hrs., 300 cu. ft., section ctrl.,           

traction ctrl., SF 3000 SF1
REDUCED TO $165,000 CE

1995 JD 8400 #60225A                                                                  
MFWD, power shift, duals,                                      

4 outlets
$69,000 CH

2015 MacDon FD75-35 #54801A                                                         
35’, flex/draper,                                                                     

fits CIH 2009 combines and newer
$59,000 CL

2014 Drago N16 #62490A                           
16R, stalkmaster

$39,000 PO

2012 JD 4940 #45565A
2350 hrs., L3030 G4 dry box and                     

100’ liquid system
REDUCED TO 185,000 WH

2016 JD 6145R #69122A                       
1469 hrs., MFWD, guid. rdy., 540/1000 

PTO, 4100 proc., 16/16 PowerQuad Plus
$95,499 OX

2016 JD 6145M #69123A
2032 hrs., part. powershift, 540/1000, 

PowerQuad Plus, 3 outlets
$88,863 OX

2016 JD S680 #64636A
2582/1781 hrs.,                                                  

GS3 CommandCenter, JDLink ult.
$195,000 EM

2005 JD 9560STS #45740A                  
3685/2427 hrs., PRWD, duals,                             

HarvestSmart hdr. ctrl.    
$68,750 WH

2003 JD 9220 #64869A
9583 hrs., duals, guidance rdy.,                     

1000 PTO, 3 pt. hitch
$55,000 EM

2013 JD S670 #45650A                                  
2855/2021 hrs., PRWD, spreader, side-

hill, GreenStar 3 2630 display
$149,995 WH

2015 JD 6150R #45776A                                                                             
4780 hrs., MFWD w/susp., part. power-

shift, guidance rdy., deluxe cab
$98,000 WH

1991 JD 450 #68022A                                          
6” spacing, end wheel config, disk 

blades replaced last season
$9,500 CH

2013 JD 1990 #45646A
ext. wear seed boot, large seed meter 

roller, hi floatation tires
$74,995 WH

2012 Kinze 3600 #69564A
16R30”, wing fold frame, vac. meter, 

row command
$74,000 PO

2013 JD S680 #54281A
2310/1571 hrs., PRWD, chop-

per, GS3 CommandCenter                                                    
REDUCED TO $175,000 CL

2011 JD 7750 #45605A                                                                  
3950 hrs., kernal proc.,                                 

PRWD, ProDrive
$169,000 WH

2015 JD 6125R #69121A
2769 hrs., partial powershift, 540/1000, 

PowerQuad Plus, 3 outlets
$65,364 OX

Visit atlantictractor.net/used to view all of our pre-owned inventory!

Cecilton, MD
(877) 421-0566

E. New Market
(877) 384-2014

Oxford, PA
(877) 421-4764

Salisbury, MD
(877) 361-0705

Chestertown, MD
(877) 421-0569

Edgewater, MD
(877) 384-2026

Pocomoke, MD
(877) 421-4891

Whiteford, MD
(877) 361-0753

Clayton, DE
(877) 421-4683

Newark, DE
(877) 384-2028

Queen Anne, MD
(877) 421-5045

Monday-Friday: 7:30am - 5pm, Saturday: 7:30am - 12pm

Mechanicsville, MD
(877) 959-6195
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EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENTEQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT

Tractors & Skid Loaders
Ford 6610 2WD Ldr

Bale Wagons & Hay Tools
NH 1049 SP Balewagon

NH 5070 Hayliner
NH 5070 w/ Thrower
NH H7230 Discbine

Combines
NH TR 86 w/heads
NH TR70 w/heads

Miscellaneous
Dump Bed Kit for KAW 550 mule

Brillion 12' Soil Commander
Mowers

Woods MD315 15' Batwing
Gravely Pro-Turn 260
Gravely Pro-stance 60

“Give Us A Try Before You Buy”

J. DAVID MULLINIX & SONS, INC.
(410) 489-4363 - FAX (410) 489-7634

14420 Howard Rd., Dayton, MD 21036
www.mullinixandsons.com

USED EQUIPMENT
ValtraValtra

We honor VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER • We ship UPS and Fed Ex every day.

CERESVILLE NEW HOLLAND, INC.
8102 Liberty Road

P.O. Box A, Frederick, MD 21701

301-662-4197 • 1-800-331-9122 • Fax 301-662-0361

Pictures at www.ceresvillenh.comSUBCOMPACTS ARE HERE!SUBCOMPACTS ARE HERE!
Single Store Location Since 1947Single Store Location Since 1947

No Price Fixing!No Price Fixing!

New Lower
Parts Prices!
Compare For

Yourself!USED EQUIPMENT

NOW HIRING MECHANICS,NOW HIRING MECHANICS,
PLEASE INQUIRE ON WEBSITEPLEASE INQUIRE ON WEBSITE

HAY TOOLS
Kuhn GA7822 Rake....................................... $13,900
MF TD1648 Tedder ....................................... $13,500
(2) Kuhn GMD 310 Disc Mowers ................... $11,900
New Holland 1037 Pull-Type Bale Wagon........ $9,900
(2) Kuhn GMD280 Disc Mowers .... Starting at $9,500
Claas 10 Star Semi-Mount Tedder...............Coming In
Kuhn GMD280 ............................................Coming In
Kuhn GA6002 Rake.....................................Coming In

UTILITY VEHICLES, MOWERS & MISC
Dixie Chopper Silver Eagle 2772 ..................... $7,900
Ferris 2000Z ................................................... $6,500
Bervac Snowblowers ..................... Starting at $2,000
Toro Time Cutter ............................................. $1,650
J&L Hay Savers ................................ Starting at $895

TRACTORS AND SKIDSTEERS

NH T6 165 w/Loader..................................... $85,900
Kioti CK25 HST w/ Loader............................. $13,900
Cub Cadet 7360SS, Clean ............................. $14,500
NH L445 Skidsteer.......................................... $6,500
Case IH 235.................................................... $4,500

BALERS

NH 340 Plus, 3x4, Bale Count 2637 .............. $99,500
Vermeer SQ3347, Large Square Baler, Rotor Cut,

Bale Count 18,800.................................... $28,500
NH 460 Superfeed, 4734 Bales ..................... $29,900
NH 460 Superfeed, 7926 Bales ............................ Call
NH 460 Superfeed ......................................Coming In
NH 575 w/ Quarter Turn Chute ...................... $10,900
Case IH 8465A Round Baler ............................. $6500
JD 535 Round Baler......................................... $6500

EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT

All Tractors Are Shed Kept
LEADER’S FARM EQUIP.

Rt. 26 S. of Everett, PA - along the road to Mench

814-652-2809 Closed Sundays
Call before you come

www.leadersfarmequipment.com
Visit our website for pictures & prices

JD EQUIPMENT
2840, ROPS w/ canopy, 2wd, High

low, Ldr
5525, ROPS w/ canopy, 4x4, Ldr,

12 spd p-rev, 2096 hrs
6405, ROPS w/ canopy, 2wd,

Synchro, 237 hrs showing- dash
has been replaced

7130, CAH, 4x4, 16 spd p-quad,
R&P bar axle w/ cast center,
3546 hrs

5085M, CAH, 4x4, Ldr, 12 spd
p-rev, 2206 hrs

5425, ROPS, 4x4, Ldr, 3081 hrs
6330, CAH, 4x4, Triple link

suspension, 24 spd Auto-Quad,
4371 hrs

7230, CAH, 4x4, 16 spd P-quad,
3511 hrs

7410, CAH, 4x4, 3 lever Powerquad
w/ RH rev, R&P bar axle w/ cast
center, 5096 hrs

IH EQUIPMENT
1066, CAH, 2wd, 8405 hrs
385, ROPS, 4x4, 8 spd, 4132 hrs
424, 2wd, Rear wheel weights,

2394 hrs
856, Narrow front, Diesel, TA,

2138 hrs.
886, ROPS w/ 4 post canopy, 2wd,

IH 360 motor, 4529 hrs
1066, Cab with heat, 2wd, 5135

original hours
7140, CAH, 4x4, Duals, P-shift w/ 4

spd rev, 2 owner, 4497 hrs
JX55, CAH, 4x4, 12 spd w/ shuttle

shift, 503 hrs
OTHER TRACTORS

Allis-Chalmers 185, Fender, Wide
front, 4 speed w/ high-low,
4083 hrs

Mahindra 6500, ROPS w/ canopy,
4x4, Ldr, 8 spd, 949 hrs

McCormick CX80, CAH, 4x4, Ldr 16
spd with high low, 4256 hrs

McCormick CX85, CAH, 4x4,
3650 hrs
CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT

JD 4475, OROPS, Aux hyds, Foot
controls, 399 hrs showing- dash
has been replaced

Toolcat 5600, CAH, 4 wheel steer,
Hyd dump bed, Hyd QA, 849 hrs

BALERS
Econo-Wrap EW-450A, 3pt, Wraps

up to 4x5 bales, runs off tractor
remotes, 20”/30” plastic

JD 458 rd baler, Twine, Electric tie,
4x5, Megawide pickup, 14786
bales

McHale 991 High Speed bale
wrapper, Very low use, Electric
controls, Self-loading arm,
Monitor

NH 644 rd baler, 4x5 bales, Net &
twine, Monitor, 15285 bales

NH BC5060 sq baler, Hyd bale
tension, Hyd 72BT thrower,
Like new

New bale wrappers
Vermeer 503I rd baler, 3x5 bales,

Twine tie
OTHER EQUIPMENT

EZ-Go Golf Carts
Flexxifinger 800 quicker picker, one

way spin, 48”x36” drum, up to
2,000 lbs capacity

Skid steer weld on frames and
plates

Frontier 60” root grapple, fits JD
QA 300/400 series

Stout 72” grapple bucket, Dual
cylinder, Closed bottom

Worksaver split top grapple rake,
Root rake, Dual cylinder, 62”

Wildcat 66” grapple, Dual cylinder
(2) New Stout 72” material bucket

with skid steer quick attach
JD 71” manure forks, Skid steer

quick attach

John B.M T800 dump trailer,
6’x10’, 8 ton cap, Grain door

Land Pride SR2672, Power rake,
Skid steer QA, 14 pin electrical
connection, floating hitch,
Bidirectional roller

JD 16-7B drill, Small seedbox
Land Pride PS1572 seeder,

Minimum HP: 25, 6 bushel seed
capacity, 70 ½” seeding width

Brillion ripper, 5 shank, Spring
reset, Shank saver, Coulters, 3pt

JD 714 Disc, 9 shank, 12’ working
width, Rock flex

JD disc, 10’, Hyd lift
Used 10’ disc
Kewanee 88 culitmulcher, 14’

working width
IH 1200 Sickle mower, 7’, Rear

hitch for crimper, Fast hitch
Frontier SB3107 sickle bar mower,

7’, never been used
Krone AMR280 disc mower, 9’3”

cut, 3pt, Hyd lift
Kuhn GMD600 disc mower, 7’10”

cut, 3pt, hyd lift
NH H6750 disc mower, 9’2” cut,

3pt
Vermeer M7030 disc mower, 9’2”

cut, 3pt
New Tar-River BDR-165 drum

mower, 2 drums, 5’5” cut, Min
HP: 28, Hyd lift kit available

New Tar-River BDR-185 drum
mower, 2 drums, 6’1” cut, Min
HP: 35, Hyd lift kit available

JD 1207 haybine, Rubber rolls,
7’ cut

Hesston 1085 haybine, 9’ cut,
540 PTO, one steel roll & one
rubber roll

JD 635 moco, Impeller, 11’ 6” cut,
1000 PTO

Howse 5’ brush hog
Land Pride RCM3615, 15’ batwing,

laminated wheels, dual tail
wheels

New brush hogs
Ford I4-225 blower
NH 256 rake
New Farmco Feeders & Hay

Wagons
Killbros 350 gravity wagon
Hawkline 5’ tiller
Millcreek 77 manure spreader,

Ground drive, 58 bushel
JD 1750 planter, 6 row, Dry fert,

Vacuum, Max Emerge Plus row
units, One owner

Bobcat WC-8B wood chipper,
Operating wt: 1660 lbs, Up to 5’
diameter material

Westendorf TA-26 loader, 6’
bucket, Came off a JD 5310

King Kutter 7’ blade
Land Pride RB1572 blade, 72”, 3pt,

Manual angle, Cat 1
JD slab weights, 10 and 20 series,

100 lbs

EQUIPMENT

JD 608C CORNHEAD
Opposing knife rolls, 
had deck plates, brush 
chains, very nice.  
$29,500.  NO PAYMENT 
FOR 1 YEAR!  (30) other 
corn heads available.  
Call 800-919-3322.

JD 625F HYDRAFLEX
JD 625F Hydraflex grain 
head, FANCY.  Full finger 
auger, good cutterbar, 
$21,500.  NO PAYMENT 
FOR 1 YEAR!  (35) other 
JD 600 and 900 series 
heads.  800-919-3322.

1998 CASE IH 2388 
Combine with rear wheel 
assist.  Drive tires 95%. 
$20,000 update in Oct. 
2018, $5,000 in Oct. 
2019.  Includes 20 ft. 
1020 flex head, this com-
bine has been well taken 
care of and always stored 
in shed.  4717 engine 
hrs.; 3385 rotor hours.  
$45,000.00 with head.  
Call Darrell Ag Solutions 
of VA 804-514-9845.

EQUIPMENT

FOR SALE 
New and used GT recir-
culating batch dryer. Call 
now for winter discounts. 
Buy now pay later. Call 
anytime 1-877-422-0927

CASE IH 1394 CAB 
TRACTOR W/ AIR

4990 hours.  S.N.# 
11502277, 65 HP, used 
for spraying.  $9,500.00.  
Pictures avail.  Call Dar-
rell, Ag Solutions of VA 
804-514-9845.

IRRIGATION

IRRIGATION PARTS
Over 240,000 parts to 
help you manage your 
irrigation and waste 
water.  We custom build 
aluminum/cast alumi-
num, black/galvanized 
steel, and PVC fittings.  
Call 800-246-3685.  
Schumacher Irrigation, 
Inc.  Your irrigation su-
perstore. 
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ROOFING ROOFING

SEED SEEDSEED HAY & STRAW HAY & STRAW HAY & STRAW

SEED

Attention 
Farmers 

I need 50,000 
bushels of corn.  

At $0.10 over 
market.  I will haul 
or I will pay you to 

haul to 
Keysville, VA  

434-390-7835

SEED

BUILDINGS BUILDINGSBUILDINGS

BUILDINGSBUILDINGS

Enlist

Seed 
Cleaning

• On Your Farm
• Small Grain, Non  
  GMO Soybeans
• Treating w/Raxil  
   or Dividend
• PA, MD, DE, NJ

Ag Seed 
Cleaning

717-949-8212

SERVICE SERVICE

BUILDINGS BUILDINGS BUILDINGSBUILDINGS BUILDINGS BUILDINGS

Classifieds
1-800-634-5021

www.americanfarm.com

December 18, 2018

LUMBER LIVESTOCK LIME TRAILER MERCHANDISE NOTICE

BUILDING BUILDING BUILDINGBUILDING BUILDING BUILDING

The finest Quality at an 
affordable price

Call Harvey Byler at 
302-653-0300

www.bylerbuilders.net
for over 40 years 

 Byler Builders, Your Golden Rule Builder, specializing in large post frame 
buildings in the Delmarva Peninsula. We strive to serve our customers by 

designing and constructing the building of your dreams. We use the highest 
quality materials and good workmanship to ensure your building stands the 
test of time. We apply the Golden Rule to make sure your building is built the 

way we would build ours.

* Agricultural 

* Chemical & Manure Storage

  * Commercial   * Equestrian

RECYCLED LUMBER
40x 45 +/- 1 inch sheets 
$5.00 per sheet.  Local 
delivery,  Call or text  856-
332-0020

ANGUS COWS & BULLS 
FOR SALE

Contact Roseda Farm 410-
472-2697, www.roseda.com, 
or email roseda@roseda.com

 AG LIME SPREADING 
 Hi-Mag & Hi-Cal dry lime
Call Toll Free Day & Eve. 
 CONESTOGA VALLEY 
LIME SPREADING INC. 
 LANCASTER, PA. 
 1-800-724-3277

2017 BIG TEX TRAILER
deck over, 20 ft. w/5 ft. exten-
sions/ramps, tear weight 
6,000 lbs., GV WR 23,900 
lbs., $9,700 Call 410-708-
8644.

RECYCLED ASPHALT-
RECYCLED CONCRETE

 2 sizes to choose from. 
Great for parking lots, drive-
ways & Chicken houses. 
Also available, Race track 
sand, Horse stall mix.
 Dependable Sand & Recy-
cling. Call (410) 822-6363

CUSTOM PROCESSING 
BEEF, VEAL & LAMB

Full service plant in Baltimore 
with vacuum sealed & roll 
stock packaging. We give 
your product a professional 
look, custom labels, and dry-
aging available! Call Evan 
Old Line Custom Meat at 
410-962-5530. 

BUILDINGS BUILDINGSROOFING ROOFING

1/2 price building ads the 3rd week of 
every month.  Call Tiffany or Emily for rates 

& dates! 
(800) 634-5021

The finest Quality at an 
affordable price

Call Harvey Byler at 
302-653-0300

www.bylerbuilders.net

for over 40 years

* Agricultural 
* Chemical & Manure Storage
* Commercial       * Equestrian
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EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

MARYLAND AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION FOUNDATION, INC.
JOB OPENING

Executive Assistant
Position Summary:
The Executive Assistant supports the internal operations of the Maryland Agricultural Edu-
cation Foundation (MAEF), including fiscal, organization, human resource and other duties 
as assigned.
About MAEF:Maryland Agricultural Education Foundation, Inc., established in 1989, is 
an independent nonprofit organization dedicated to increasing the understanding and ap-
preciation of the importance of agriculture in everyone’s daily lives. With programs serving 
pre-kindergarten through post-secondary audiences, MAEF signature programs include 
“Infusing Ag in the Classroom” professional development courses for teachers; mobile sci-
ence labs; mobile agricultural showcases and Maryland FFA. Funded by the Maryland “ag 
tag” license plate revenues, gifts, grants and program fees, MAEF is an equal opportunity 
employer which celebrates diversity and is committed to creating an inclusive environment 
for all employees and volunteers. For more information visit www.maefonline.com.
Essential Job Functions:Administration: Manage inbound and outbound grants with team.
Assist in updating database.Oversee execution of contracts, conflict of interest statements 
and MOUs annually.Process and scan mail.Maintain proper inventory of office supplies.
Fiscal:Act as an important link to CPA in accounts payable/receivable workflow. Work 
with executive director, accountant and auditor to complete annual audit. Prepare and 
process correspondence and registrations.Human Resources:Maintain personnel records, 
timesheets and work with accountant on payroll.Manage payroll deductions and records 
for vacation/leave.Other Duties As Assigned:Coordinate meetings as required.Assist with 
events as needed (banquet, golf tournament, workshops).Qualifications:Experience in 
bookkeeping and contracts management.Human Resources experience to include interfac-
ing with ADP and benefits administrators.Nonprofit background strongly desired.Familiarity 
with agricultural and/or educational systems strongly desired.Proficient with Quickbooks 
Online & Microsoft Office/Sharepoint.Able to work efficiently both independently and collab-
oratively.Must be organized, detail oriented and responsive to deadlines.Strong communi-
cation and interpersonal skills; ability to identify both problems and solutions.  
Location: MAEF employees are teleworking until it is safe to return to the office. Position 
will be located at the William Amoss Agricultural Center, 503 Oakington Road, Havre de 
Grace, MD 21078. This employee occasionally may be expected to attend off-site events 
during or outside of normal work hours.Salary Range: $25-30/hour. This is a part-time 
position with no benefits. To apply, please send resume and cover letter to susanne@
maefonline.com by May 25, 2021. Email inquiries only. 

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

Administrative Specialist III
Nutrient Management Program

F/T, Permanent position with benefits, located at 
the MDA headquarters in Annapolis, MD.  Perform 
administrative work to support the Program Manager 
and Implementation Coordinator to implement and 
maintain regulatory and compliance functions of the 
Agriculture Program.  Includes entering and managing 
data, running reports, maintaining records, 
coordinating training, processing financial transac-
tions, & handling licensing and certification tasks. 
Bachelor’s Degree or 60 credit hours and 2 yrs expe-
rience required (additional experience may substitute 
for education).  See the job announcement for full 

details and to apply at www.jobaps.
com/MD  Job # 21-002043-0035.  
Application deadline 06/09/21.  
ADA/EOE

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

SERVICE

325  Walt Messick Rd. 
 Harrington, DE

302-398-3729 | 800-237-1272

Immediate Full Time Opening!!!
Local Ag Equipment dealership is looking 
for a Ag Diesel Mechanic / Service tech.  
Monday - Friday 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM.   We 
offer excellent pay, Health insurance, 401 
Simple IRA match as well as paid vacation 
/ sick time.  Must be dependable and have 
a knowledge of working on Diesel engines.  
Serious Applicants only.  

Please email resume and references to
 jimmy@taylormessick.com

LIVESTOCK

ANGUS COWS & 
BULLS FOR SALE

Contact Roseda Farm 
410-472-2697, www.
roseda.com, or email 
roseda@roseda.com

LIME

 AG LIME SPREADING 
 Hi-Mag & Hi-Cal dry lime
Call Toll Free Day & Eve. 
 CONESTOGA VALLEY 
LIME SPREADING INC. 
 LANCASTER, PA. 
 1-800-724-3277

HAY & STRAW

HAY AND STRAW
From one bale to trac-
tor trailer load. Cecil H. 
Gannon & Sons, Inc. 
Call days 410-822-0069 
Nights: (410) 822-8381, 
(410) 822-5162 , (410) 
820-8453

MERCHANDISE

RECYCLED ASPHALT-
RECYCLED CONCRETE
 5 sizes to choose from. 
Great for parking lots, 
driveways & Chicken 
houses. Also available, 
Race track sand, Horse 
stall mix. Dependable 
Sand & Recycling. Call 
(410) 822-6363

WORKING CATS 
LOOKING FOR 
EMPLOYMENT

Do you have a rodent 
problem?  Free services 
available.  Needing to 
place cats in a safe 
habitat in exchange for 
rodent control.  Fully 
vetted, large selection, 
full set up provided.  Call 
302-547-8720.

YODERS BOOM 
MOWING AND FIELD 

CUTTING
Ponds, ditches, CREP, 
hedge rows, driveways, 
woods edge, overgrown 
fields,  free estimates in 
MD & DE, in our 20th 
Year of Service.  Call 
Ken at 443-480-0772.

BARN CATS
Barn Cats are the "Clint 
Eastwoods" of cats… 
hearty, healthy, tough, 
and ready to earn their 
keep! Barns Cats help 
"naturally" and affordably 
control rodent problems.
By placing these Barn 
Cats, they are given a 
job and a second chance 
to do what they do best. 
Barn Cats save you 
money by eliminating 
and discouraging rodents 
from scavenging and 
nesting near your feed, 
crops, and home, without 
poisons or messy traps 
and glue pads.
We provide you with 
healthy, vaccinated, and 
fixed cats while you pro-
vide food, water, shelter, 
and basic humane care 
for Barn Cats in ex-
change for a rodent-free 
barn and property.
Please call our Cat De-
partment Manager Lynn 
at (302) 442-1095 to set 
up an "interview" with our 
working cats!

CHEAP CHARLIE’S 
SIGNS

Cheap Charlie’s Signs 
has the cheapest sign 
prices in town.  Banners 
* Real Estate * Decals 
* End of the Lane Dairy 
Farm Signs * Construc-
tion * Magnetics * Yard 
Signs * Parking Lots.  
We refurbish old signs.  
Free mailing on all sign 
orders.  Bobthesign-
man@yahoo.com; 
410-708-1341; www.
appletreesigns.com

REAL ESTATE

PRICE REDUCED!
90 acres +/- Atlantic 
Coast Eastern Shore, 
VA.  45 acres woods, 45 
acres cleared with pond.  
30 year old whispering 
pines, subdivided for 24 
homesites or build your 
forever dream home.  4 
miles to bay or ocean, 
45 feet above sea level.  
Close to stores and 
restaurants.  $549,000  
Price reduced to 
$519,000!  Call 757-710-
0070.

PRICE REDUCED!
135 acres +/- Atlantic 
Coast Eastern Shore, VA.  
120 acres cleared with 
pond, has minor subdivi-
sion approved or great 
spot for solar farm, etc. 
4 miles to bay or ocean.  
Great farm site.  Close to 
farms and restaurants.  
$789,000.  Price reduced 
to $739,000!  Call 757-
710-0070.

Line ads this 
size are 

$12/week and 
appear online as 
well!  Advertise 

today 
(800) 634-5021
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Public Auction
For 

Giberson Plumbing and Excavating Co. Inc.
Retirement plans for Mr and Mrs Giberson include the dispersal of their Construction Co, their Mainte-
nance shop and the inventory of plumbing hardware and the many other accumulated items that come 

along with 60 years of being in a variety of business’s! Will be a live onsite auction with simulcast online 
bidding w/ Proxbid and Equip Facts

Larger Items sell
FRIDAY-June 18th at 8:30 AM-FRIDAY

 1254 Rt 206 Shamong, NJ 08088
Construction Equipment to include Kobelco, Cat, JD, and Case equipment 
including Trackhoes, a Topsoil Plant w/ Screens and Trommel, Wheel 
loaders, Dozers and (2) Cat 615 Paddle pans, Trucks, Service trucks etc.
2002 Kenworth Tractor W900L, day cab, C-15 500HP, 232” wheel base, wet 
line, 3 axle on air, plus air lift axle, one owner truck, with only 250,000 miles, 
hard to find one like this; 1998 Ford LT-9511 Tri Axle, 3406 ATA Cat, w 8LL, 
trans air ride, 15’ Steel 20 C-Yard, Dump w roll tarp,; 1987 Ford Dump Truck,w 
Ford inline Turbo engine; 2002 Ford F56 Dump; 1995 Ford SD F450 power 
stroke, Service truck;  2000 Ford F350 power stroke, SD crewcab, 10’ Service 
body; 2004 Ford F550, XL crewcab, powerstroke, 12’ Knapheid Service body 
w/ lift gate; 2001 Ford Utility truck;
2008 Ford Pickup F250 single cab and long bed; Selling separately is the 
snowplow;  2003 Ford Pickup F -350, V-10 , auto, (needs engine) w/ steel 
dump,;TRAILERS: 2000 Eager Beaver Lowboy Trailer 50 Ton, 3 axle air ride, 
25’ in the hole; Stoughton Box Trailer; Intern Corp. C-20 Trailer, 6 ton; 1984 
EB Trailer ton; 2009 Carryon trailer NTTRL; 1989 Eager Beaver Asphalt Roller 
SRH150W; 1996 Doolittle Landscape Trailer; 2006 Cam Tilt Trailer 8 ton; Sev-
eral Eager Beaver pintle hitch 2 and 3 axle Trailers.
2008 Kobelco SK 485 LC Excavator Lo Hours! The Stars and Stripes Machine 
from the O8 Vegas Show. Hendrix quick coupler, Ser #: YS07U0704 One own-
er well maintained machine and the 3567 Hours are correct;  2000 Kobelco 
Excavator SK330LC; 1996 John Deere 690-E LC Excavator w/1 CYard; 2008 
Kobelco Excavator 235 SRLC TIII; 2008 Kobelco Excavator ED195 Blade 
Runner lo houred machine,w/ New Engine and wing extensions for the blade;  
2004 Kubota Mini Excavator KX-161-3 w/4163 hrs; 1988 Kato Excavator 
1220HD; 1982 Priestman Long Reach Excavator. VC-15;  
Attachments for excavators & misc; 36” Hyd driven rock crusher; 4’ HD 
ripper shank;  (3) Trench Plates; (3) Stone boxes; (10) 6’ x 8’ Street plates @ 
1.5” thick; (20)++ various buckets for track hoes and backhoes; 15+ manhole 
covers and drain grates. 2007 John Deere Dozer 650 J; Cat D7H Dozer Crawl-
er good condition; 1980 Caterpillar D3B LGP Dozer; 1985 Komatsu 53-P-17 
LGP Dozer; 1988 CAT Pan 615C; Caterpillar Pan 615-C; 
John Deere Loader 544-J; 1998 Hyundai Loader HL-770; 1986 Trojan 2 CY RT 
Loader 1900Z showing 4185 hrs; 1989 Trojan 4 CY RT Loader 3500Z; 1985 
Fiat Allis 345B; Mitery Asphalt Cutter; 1982 Power Box Asphalt Paver T-650;  
Vibr. Trench RT-820; 1991 Vibr. Trench RT-820-RC; Champion BW 60 HG Vibr 
Walk Behind Roller; Thompson 6V-531 Dewatering Pump 6”; Pipe Laser With 
Tripod; CM6 112 Y d Cement Mixer; Exle 922427 Snow/Blower Mower; Packer 
2000, Cat powered, ; 2004 Wacker Trench Roller ER 82 SC;  (3) Wacker 
Trench Compactor’s 1996 transport type Power Screen Trommel 830, w Deutz 
engine, Hydraulic Power Unit HT-ll D, working machine; (2) 2016 Westing-
house Generator’s WH3250; (1) 2016 Westinghouse Generator WH3240; Ter-
ragator model #1253, 903 Cummins powered, 3-wheel floater /spray rig; 1991 
High-capacity Stump Grinder, Ray-3 wheeler, Deutz powered; 
Ford 6640 Power Star 2wd tractor w Alamo R&L side mtd 7’ flail mowers, 3670 
hrs showing, 3pt, hyd remote. 1986 Ford Tractor Loader 540A; 

 Please check back to our websites to see additional items and info which will be added.
Terms:Cash, C-Cards, Wire Transfer and Checks accepted. If you are unknown to the Auction Co, bring a 
Bank Letter of Guarantee made specifically for this auction, and naming this Auction Co.  If known by the 
Gibersons or the Auction Co. checks will be accepted with proper ID. We do reserve the right to require 

payment to clear before loading any item for any customer. CCard’s will be subject to a handling fee.
For links to Proxibid or Equipment facts use the auction tab at www.Leamanauctions.com 

or go to AUCTIONZIP.COM AND USE AUCTIONEER ID# 3721
Notes: We will have loaders onsite, we would like everything removed by July 2nd.

     Leaman Auctions Ltd. AY002063
329 Brenneman Rd. Willow Street, Pa. 17584 

717-464-1128 office  
or E/MAIL 

ed@Leamanauctions.com 
Ed Leaman cell 
610-662-8149 

AU 002034

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

Be on the lookout for our next 
special section: Double Crop Talk 

(Small Grains)  This popular 
yearly feature  is a great place to 
advertise for ANY Ag Business.  

Call Emily or Tiffany to get pricing 
& deadlines.

(800) 634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com

tiffany@americanfarm.com

Find us on the web:
www.americanfarmpublications.com

See you there!
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Delmarva FarmerDelmarva Farmer
Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

Find the services you need with speed, just look here in the directoryFind the services you need with speed, just look here in the directory..

American Farm Publications
*Delmarva Farmer

*New Jersey Farmer
www.americanfarm.com

800-634-5021

Advertise in the Business Directory for only $40 
per week!  Call Tiffany or Emily (800) 634-5021

EXPERTISE TO GET THE 
JOB DONE RIGHT!

176 Bowman Rd., York, PA 17408 • Toll Free (888) 236-6795 • www.abcyork.com

From design through final construction, ABC York, Inc. is a single source company you can 
count on. For agricultural and commercial operations the answer is as easy as ABC York.

 ✔ Grain Dryers
 ✔ Grain Bins
 ✔ Material Handling
 ✔ Augers
 ✔ Parts

PRODUCTS:

 ✔ System Design
 ✔ Millwright
 ✔ Service

SERVICES:

717-529-3959
Kirkwood, PA 17536

Hours: M-F: 6am. – 4:45pm.   Closed S&S

INTERNATIONAL
HARVESTOR

The brands you trust!

Diesel Rebuilding 
Service Plans
Maintenance

Need a Diesel Mechanic?
Our Specialty...

This Space Available!! 
Add your information here in the  

Directory for only $40 per week, call 
 Tiffany or Emily today!!

800-634-5021

Valley Hoop
Structures

John Swartzentruber
(540) 691-3753

Simplified Installalation
Install yourself and save

Install available 
depending on location, 
or constructor of your 

choice.

Single Tube: 24’-36’ W
Sentry Series 40’-180’ W

Natural Lighting
Excellent Air Ventilation

Foundation Choices

Check out the options!
Any length available!

BEAT THE PRICE 
INCREASE FROM METAL 
SHORTAGE.  ODER NOW 
FOR DELIVERY ANYTIME 

THIS YEAR
Prepare for next year’s hay storage - put 
up a simple structure.  Put hay in dry 
with less hassle, better feed and save!

Valley Hoop
Structures

Manufactured by:
Sioux Steel Company

Check out the options!
Call for pricing and info!

John (540) 691-3753
Email:

valleyhoop@ibyfax.com

Single Tube: 24’-36’ W
Sentry Series 40’-180’ W

Natural Lighting
Simplified Installation

Better Performance
Easy Relocation

Put Livestock, Hay, Machinery, 
etc., in a dry location with a 

simple structure

Sale
5% off buildings odered by 

March 15th

   Look no further, we have job opportunities!   Seeking workers to assist in      
mixing/loading agricultural products/crop protection products, fueling 

equipment and assist in odd jobs when needed.  Must be available to work 
long hours during prime application season.  Knowledge in custom 

application is a plus, having a CDL would be better - but not required.
Serious inquiries call:  Monday-Friday 9AM – 4PM   302-349-5055

Looking for a seasonal job in the Agriculture Looking for a seasonal job in the Agriculture 
Sector?Sector?Advertise your business 

here for just $40 per/
week.

Call Emily (800) 634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com

Advertise your business 
here for just $40 per/

week.

Call Emily (800) 634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com
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June is dairy month. 

We’d like to salute all of the dairy farmers who are dedicated to providing 
delicious and nutritious products for everyone to enjoy, all year long.

888.339.3334 | mafc.com |

LET’S TOAST
TO  T H E  DA I RY  I N DUS T RY


