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DOVER, Del. — The Delaware 
Agricultural Lands Preservation 
Foundation preserved 3,695 acres in 
its 25th consecutive round of ease-
ment selections, bringing the state’s 
total permanently preserved farmland 

acreage to more than 143,000.
“Delaware’s Aglands Preserva-

tion Program has been critical to 
keeping our farms in production,” 
said Gov. John Carney. “We can 
all agree through the pandemic we 

learned how important family farmers 
are to ensuring food including fruits 
and vegetables, dairy products, and 

By JONATHAN CRIBBS
Associate Editor

CENTREVILLE, Md. — As Kevin 
Andersen remembers it, convincing 
Charles Otto to run for office in 2010 

took some doing. 
After considerable coaxing, a mod-

est Otto said he had no desire to to run 
for a state  House of Delegates seat 
— District 38A, representing Som-
erset and Worcester counties — and 

declined. 
“Anybody who knows Charles Otto 

knows that self-promotion is not his 
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State Del. Charles Otto received the Dr. James R. Miller Award at the Maryland Commodity Classic in Centreville on July 22. From 
left are Kevin Andersen, a regional member of the Maryland Grain Producers Association and the Maryland Grain Producers 
Utilization Board; Otto, with his award; Melvin Baile, president of the Grain Producers Association; and John Bruning, president 
of the utilization board.
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By AD CRABLE

(Editor’s note: Ad Crable is a Bay 
Journal staff writer based in Penn-
sylvania. This article was originally 
published in the June 2021 Bay Jour-
nal and was distributed by the Bay 
Journal News Service.)

They are hunted, fed and photo-
graphed. They cause motorists to 
swerve and gardeners to curse. 

Whatever your interest in or aver-
sion to white-tailed deer, you may 
eventually see fewer of them sprinting 
across the road, eating your cabbage or 
magnified in your rifle scope. 

The reason: chronic wasting dis-
ease, a fatal, incurable affliction that 
continues to spread in the Mid-Atlantic. 

Hunters and wildlife managers in 
the region can do little but slow the 
spread, hoping to head off the kind of 
scenario that has devastated deer pop-
ulations in a few other states. 

Though the number of deer found 
with CWD in the Mid-Atlantic is rela-
tively low so far — a total of 1,309 in 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia and 
West Virginia — the disease is expand-
ing into new areas of each state. (New 
York found five CWD deer on a captive 
deer farm in 2005 but no infected deer 
have been found in the wild. CWD has 
not been found in Delaware.)  

Pennsylvania, the state with the 
nation’s third-highest buck kill and 
second-highest number of deer hunters, 
has been particularly aggressive in 
thinning out deer populations to stop 

the spread in four affected areas in the 
state since CWD was first found there 
in 2012. 

Yet, during hunting seasons last 
fall, the incidence of reported CWD 
rose in one disease management area 
to 14 percent of all deer shot, up from 
8 percent the previous year. 

It was, said the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission’s top wildlife manager, “a 
punch in the stomach.” 

“Unfortunately, the road you seem 
to be heading down right now will like-
ly lead to a lot more of those punches 
in the stomach,” warned Bryan Rich-
ards, a wildlife biologist with the U.S. 
Geological Survey’s National Wildlife 
Health Center at a recent virtual forum 
about CWD in Pennsylvania. 

In Virginia, where CWD was first 

detected in 2009, diseased deer have 
been reported in seven new counties 
over the last two years. 

With no cure, or even a way to 
identify live infected deer, all wildlife 
managers can do to control the spread 
is dramatically reduce the size of deer 
herds. 

That’s because contact with another 
deer’s saliva, feces or urine appears to 
be the main path of transmission for 
the disease. 

Another method is to prevent deer 
from comingling, by prohibiting deer 
feeding and the use baits like deer licks 
or lures made of deer urine. 

Herd reduction is being accom-

GEORGETOWN, Del. — The 
Sussex Conservation District recently 
held an open house and dedication 
ceremony for the Vanderwende-Evans 
Conservation Center. More than 100 
guests, state and local representatives 
attended the dedication ceremony and 
ribbon cutting then toured the facility.

In late 2019, SCDs board of su-
pervisors voted to rename the facility 
Vanderwende-Evans Conservation 
Center, to recognize the efforts of two 
of the district’s instrumental and lon-
gest-serving chairmen. William “Bill” 
Vanderwende, of Bridgeville, Del., 
served on the SCD board of supervisors 
for 36 years and as chairman from 1992 
until his retirement at the end of 2013. 
Vanderwende died on Sept. 27, 2020.

Cashar W. Evans, of Selbyville, 

Del., served on the SCD board of su-
pervisors from 1952 to 1991, he spent 
the last 16 years as chairman. 

“Our original plan was to celebrate 
when the building was completed but 
the pandemic and Mr. Vanderwende’s 
passing took the air out of our sails,” 
said Joel Wharton, chairman of the 
board of supervisors. Department of 
Natural Resources & Environmental 
Control Secretary Shawn M. Garvin 
highlighted the partnership between 
DNREC and SCD and recalled fond 
memories of Vanderwende.

“I got to meet and know Bill Van-
derwende nearly 25 years ago… he was 
gracious… and supportive and I think 
it’s a fitting honor to have his name on 
the building,” said Garvin.

Delaware Department of Agricul-

ture Deputy Secretary Kenny Bounds 
recalled memories of Evans and Van-
derwende and how “future generations 
will see [Vanderwende-Evans] and it’s 
up to the rest of us to tell the stories 
about those names so their legacy can 
live on.”

Rep. Jesse Vanderwende reminisced 
about his grandfather, sharing how he 
only missed two board meetings and 
how Cashar Evans would refer to him 
as either Bill or Mr. Vanderwende 
depending on if Evans liked or dislike 
something Vanderwende suggested.  

On Oct. 31, 1990, the SCD office 
building on Shortly Rd. was completed 
and dedicated as the Cashar W. Evans 
Conservation Center. Expansion and 
renovations to that building were com-
pleted in July 2020.

COLLEGE PARK, Md. — The Uni-
versity of Maryland received funding 
from the USDA-National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture to enhance the 
overall quality and efficiency of pork 
production through improved muscle 
growth in pigs. While early life nutri-
tion seems to be especially important 
for how muscles grow and develop, less 
is known about how these benefits can 
be passed from mother to child during 
pregnancy. According to the USDA, the 
United States is the world’s third-largest 
pork producer. In this $20 billion indus-
try, increased and faster muscle growth 
means a healthier animal, less feed and 
waste to raise that animal, and ultimate-
ly a more competitive and sustainable 
pork industry. In partnership with the 
Uniformed Services University of the 
Health Sciences with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense, this work could also 
have future applications beyond just 
the pork industry to optimize human 
performance and treat wounded service 
members. 

The key to these applications could 
lie in the epigenetic changes (or changes 
to how your genes are expressed) and 
stem cell activity caused by a simple 
supplement - butyric acid. According 
to Chad Stahl, professor and chairman 
in the Department of Animal & Avian 
Sciences at UMD and principal inves-
tigator of this work, butyric acid is a 
compound that humans and animals 
get naturally from their diet, and it has 
a profound effect on muscle growth, 
development, and even repair by stim-
ulating muscle stem cells. 

“Over the last decade, we’ve pub-
lished some nutritional work in this area 
showing the impact of butyric acid and 
other dietary components on the ac-
tivity of tissue-specific stem cells, and 

Dedication ceremony speakers gather for the ribbon cutting of the Sussex Conservation District’s Vanderwende-Evans 
Conservation Center on July 15. Pictured from left, State Conservationist Kasey Taylor, District Coordinator David Baird, Rep. 
Jesse Vanderwende, Chairman Joel Wharton, DNREC Sec. Shawn M. Garvin and DDA Deputy Secretary Kenny Bounds.

Photo courtesy Siobhan Kelley

Chronic disease taking hold among Mid-Atlantic deer

Dedication event, ribbon-cutting held for 
Vanderwende-Evans Conservation Center

Efficiency of 
pigs’ muscle 
growth studied 
by researchers

See DEER 
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See PIGS 
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By DOROTHY NOBLE
AFP Correspondent

HARRISBURG, Pa. — Pennsylva-
nia’s agricultural groups are voicing 
accolades at the Agritourism Activity 
Protection Act signed by Gov. Tom 
Wolf on June 30, 2021.

As noted by Rep. Barbara Gleim 
(R-Cumberland) who introduced 
HB101 in the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives, agritourism has been 
growing as farmers look for secondary 
sources of income. In her sponsorship 
memo, she cited enormous liability 
risks, however, when farmers open 

their land to the public.
“Because these activities take place 

on a farm, there are risks present that a 
farmer cannot take away, like uneven 
ground, or unpredictable animals and 
weather,” Gleim said. 

She added that her legislation would 
protect against lawsuits where no party 
is at fault for injuries or damages.

While the act requires posting 
warning signs and signing waivers of 
liability prior to visitors’ participation, 
their right to sue is preserved in case of 
negligence or other causative factors.

Exceptions to the immunity include 
overnight accommodation, a wedding, 

concert, or food and beverage services.
“Many of our Pasa members are 

part of the agritourism community, 
and enjoy sharing their farms and farm 
life with the public,” said Executive 
Director of Pasa Sustainable Agricul-
ture Hannah Smith-Brubaker. “It’s also 
an important source of supplemental 
income. We’re happy to see this legisla-
tion pass and make it easier for existing 
and future agritourism operations to 
thrive.”

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau Pres-
ident Rick Ebert observed, “The ag-
ricultural economy is changing, and 
farms need to innovate to stay viable. 

Here in Pennsylvania, many are doing 
just that by offering agritourism expe-
riences to a public that is growing more 
and more interested in local food.”

Ebert continued, “This common-
sense legal reform will help Pennsyl-
vania’s family farms preserve their 
futures so they can continue to grow 
their rural communities and enhance 
our state’s agricultural heritage.” He 
noted that it addressed a key barrier for 
farms that want to offer agritourism — 
the threat of frivolous lawsuits. 

Pennsylvania ag industry praising agritourism act

See ACT 
Page 16

By JANE W. GRAHAM
AFP Correspondent

BLACKSBURG, Va. — The popular 
Kentland Field Day will return Sept. 14 
after being canceled last year due to the 
pandemic. 

It will be held at the Virginia Tech 
research facility a few miles from the 
Blacksburg campus.

Information will range from cattle 
marketing to grazing to microbes in 
nature, good and bad insects, fencing, 
forage management, stockpiling forag-

es and vegetable production.
Headquarters for the day will be at 

the Big Barn. 
Registration will begin at 8 a.m. and 

the meeting will start at 8:30 a.m.  
As in the past, there will be concur-

rent sessions to the different stations.  
Participants will travel by wagon to the 
stations and get tours of the farm at the 
same time. 

The sessions begin at 9 a.m.
The morning sessions will include 

four topics. 
Ben Garber, a Virginia Tech gradu-

ate research assistant and 2019 graduate 
in Applied Economic Management, 
will discuss value added cattle mar-
keting. 

This will include information about 
BQA and VQA.

 Deidre Harmon, a livestock Ex-
tension specialist from North Carolina 
State University, will discuss warm 
season annual grazing. 

In her work Harmon focuses 
on management strategies for pas-
ture-based livestock systems. 

Her research and Extension pro-

grams stress forage management and 
utilization as well as targeted sup-
plementation programs that promote 
health and value-added marketing 
options. 

Following a mid-morning break and 
change of locations Mark Williams, 
director of the School of Plant and 
Environmental Sciences, will discuss 
microbial and plant interactions. 

Williams’ research is focused on 

Kentland Field Day announces it’s returning on Sept. 14

See KENTLAND 
Page 17
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 GUEST EDITORIAL

STATEMENT ON COLUMNS: The columnists’ views 
in this issue are their own and do not necessarily 

reflect those of The Delmarva Farmer.

Whatever happened to acid rain?
Those of us who are non-millennials may 

remember back to the 1970s, 1980s, and 
1990s when the hottest environmental issue 
was acid rain. 

In fact, acid rain generated as much 
controversy and international conflicts as the 
big environmental issue of today, climate 
change, with scientists, policymakers, and 
politicians engaging in heated battles over 
this issue.  

But the issue seems to have disappeared 
since that time. 

Is the reason for this that we actually 
solved a pressing environmental problem, 
or did acid rain simply get pushed down 
the priority list as new, more urgent 
environmental issues came to the forefront?

Acid rain is caused by sulfur dioxide, or 
nitrogen dioxide emissions released into the 
air and react with water molecules before 
falling to the ground as rain or snow. 

Most sulfur or nitrogen dioxide comes 
from electrical power plants, with a smaller 
amount coming from cars and other vehicles 
and natural sources such as volcanoes and 
wildfires. 

Both emissions, move by circulating air 
and wind, can travel long distances so that 
acid rain may be found in areas far from its 
source.     

Acid rain can create highly acidic soils, 
adversely affecting the growth of forests and 
crops. 

Acidic waters can result in the death of 
fish and other aquatic species. Acid rain also 
enhances the deposition of mercury, which 
has adverse effects on human health. Direct 
impacts on human health have also been 
documented. 

In 1990, Congress passed a series of 
amendments to the Clean Air Act establishing 
a cap-and-trade system designed to control 
sulfur dioxide emissions. 

A more traditional regulatory program 
was established to control nitrogen dioxide 
emissions.

Cap-and-trade is a market-based solution 
to environmental concerns developed with all 
stakeholders, the regulators, environmental 
advocates, and businesses. 

In this case, EPA sets a cap, or a limit, on 
the total amount of sulfur dioxide allowed to 
be emitted by all electric-generating power 
plants in the United States.

Allowances are “authorizations to emit” 
allocated to every power plant. An allowance 
market was set up that allows power 
plants and others to buy or sell allowances 
throughout the year.

Power plants are given the flexibility to 

choose their own options to reduce emissions, 
such as adding emission controls, using more 
advanced technologies, switching to new 
fuels, using banked allowances, or buying 
allowances from the market.   

At the end of every compliance period, 
each power plant must have enough 
allowances to cover their sulfur dioxide 
emissions, or the EPA fines them.

This system gives businesses strong 
financial incentives to cut emissions. 

Electrical power plants emitted 778 
thousand tons of sulfur dioxide in 2020 — 
well below the permanent cap of 8.95 million 
tons.

Most of the decrease was due to greater use 
of control technology in coal-fired plants and 
increased use of natural-gas-fired plants that 
emit very little sulfur dioxide.

There was also an 87-percent reduction in 
annual nitrogen dioxide emissions between 
1990 and 2019. 

Significant decreases occurred in acid 
rain nationwide — wet sulfate deposition, 
an indicator of acid rain, decreased by 68 
percent between 1989 and 2019.   

Two factors may explain why we heard so 
much about acid rains’ harmful effects and so 
little about our successful mitigation. 

First, economic solutions often become 
baked in, integrated into our economy, 
creating an invisible fix not apparent to most 
people. 

Second, journalists just don’t like to cover 
good news stores — it doesn’t gather our 
attention and emotional responses the way 
bad news does. 

The acid rain story should be studied by 
every person interested in environmental 
policy. 

The cap-and-trade approach is currently 
being used to help solve climate change in the 
United States and globally. 

The European Union capped carbon 
dioxide emissions from some industrial 
sources, which led to a 29% reduction from 
2005 to 2018. 

China, the world’s largest emitter of 
greenhouse gases, began a carbon cap-and-
trade program in 2017. 

On a broader level, acid rain should give 
us hope for the future that the government, 
private sector, and non-profits, working with 
technological solutions, can solve today’s 
pressing problems. 

Acid rain was an issue that seemed 
unsolvable 40 years ago, but today is held up 
as an example as to what is achievable.

—American Council on Science and Health
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The Conservation Reserve 
Program is a great way to get 
conservation on the ground across 
Maryland. 

But behind every Conservation 
Reserve Program contract is an 
immense amount of work that must 
happen before contract approval, 
including an environmental review.

The Conservation Reserve 
Program is meant to benefit the 
environment. 

Each practice is planned to either 
protect water quality, reduce erosion, 
restore a wetland, provide habitat for 

wildlife, or any combination of the 
aforementioned. 

So we should be able to install 

these practices without completing a 
lengthy environmental review, right? 
Well, wrong. 

The National Environmental 
Policy Act requires federal 
agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally 
funded projects, like CRP, before the 
project is approved. 

The National Environmental 
Policy Act essentially requires that 
the government follow its own rules. 
Just because it is a conservation 
practice that is intended to be good 
for the environment, does not mean 

that it doesn’t have a potential effect 
on a particular resource or group of 
people. 

The level of environmental review 
depends on the nature, complexity, 
and scope of the conservation project 
or practice to be established. 

For a filter strip or a grass 
planting, we’re able to utilize 
the environmental review form 
completed by the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service during the 

Making sense of environmental reviews for CRP
KEEPING 

THE FARM

By LAURA PLEASANTON
Conservation Specialist 

Farm Service Agency, Maryland

See PLEASANTON
Page 18

(Writer’s note: This column 
should not be interpreted as legal or 
financial advice for the reader.)

Back in 2017, Food & Water 
Watch had challenged the 
environmental assessment required 
at the time to comply with the 
National Environmental Policy 
Act for a loan guarantee approved 
by USDA for a poultry farm being 
constructed in Caroline County, Md. 

In 2018, the federal district held 
that FWW had standing to bring the 
challenge. 

A federal court of appeals recently 
reversed this decision. 

A two-judge panel of the U.S. 

Court of Appeals, District of 
Columbia, agreed that FWW did 
not have standing in Food and 
Water Watch v. U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

In 2015, a new poultry grower 
sought loans from Mid-Atlantic 
Farm Credit to purchase and build 
the farm in Caroline County. 

Farm Credit applied for a loan 
guarantee on behalf of the poultry 
grower from the USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency. 

In reviewing the application 
for the loan guarantee, the FSA 

was required at the time to do an 
environmental assessment under 
NEPA. Based on the environmental 
assessment and public comments, 
FSA determined that the project 
would have no significant impact and 
provided the loan guarantee.

In 2017, FWW challenged the 
environmental assessment, saying 
that FSA had violated NEPA. FWW 
also alleged that the farm impacted 
many of its members, including 

Group can’t challenge USDA loan guarantee

AG LAW

By PAUL GOERINGER
UM Extension Legal Specialist 

Agricultural, Resource Economics

See GOERINGER
Page 14
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Not all airplanes can spray every size field effectively.Not all airplanes can spray every size field effectively.
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-Serving Lower Delaware, Maryland’s Eastern Shore and Virginia’s Eastern Shore with 13 airstrips.-Serving Lower Delaware, Maryland’s Eastern Shore and Virginia’s Eastern Shore with 13 airstrips.
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Cambridge and Dorchester County 
farmers, serving you out of our Cambridge 

and Mardela Springs air strips



 6            July 27, 2021, The Delmarva Farmer

Fair season is upon us, which is 
an indication that summer is mid-
way-plus through and the start of 
school is within sight. 

Where has the summer gone? 
The grain markets have been 

trading in a very tight range as 
they wait for the weather to provide 
direction. 

On Thursday, July 22, September 
corn closed at $5.57 and December 
corn closed at $5.53. 

Both of these futures contracts 
showed less than a dime of trading 
range the last few days. 

Bean futures also traded in a tight 
2- to-3-cent range this past week. 

November bean futures closed at 
$13.63. 

July 2022 wheat at $6.90 contin-
ues to jump out at me! 

Did you see that? May be time to 
sell some ’22 wheat.

I have mentioned several times 
that weather at this time is critical to 
yield for corn. Allendale’s research 
has shown that weather at pollina-
tion is the No. 1 yield determinant, 
weather just after pollination into ear 
fill is No. 2 and weather at planting 
date is a distant No. 3 when deter-
mining yield. 

With early planting state wide, a 

majority of U.S. corn is a little past 
pollination and into ear fill at this 
time. 

The current weather is critical.
That said, it seems Mother Nature 

in providing just enough moisture to 
keep the brakes on price movement. 

Here on Delmarva, it seems that 
the Chesapeake Bay is providing a 
shield and turning storms north up 
the I-95 corridor rather than crossing 
the Bay. 

The showers that do come seem 
to be very local. Irrigators are get-
ting a workout in most areas on the 
Eastern Shore. 

Nationally, the western Corn Belt 
remains the critical area to provide 
price volatility as I have mentioned 
previously. 

Last week the 6- to 10-day fore-

cast called for 0- to-0.25-inch from 
Nebraska through North Dakota, 
0.50-1.25 for the eastern half of 
Iowa and 0.75-3 for the southern half 
of Minnesota. The 11- to 15-day 
forecast called for 0.50-1.25 for the 
western half of Iowa and 0.50-1.75 
for the eastern half of Nebraska. 

In addition to a little more rain 
the temperature forecast there was 
lowered on the 11-15 day outlook. It 
flipped to 3-8 degrees below normal 
for Nebraska through North Dakota 
and 12 degrees below for all other 
portions of the Corn Belt, including 
the East. 

Keep an eye on their weather in 
the next few days if you are looking 
to price some corn.

The sobering market news came 
from Washington this past week. 

A group of senators, headlined 
by California’s Dianne Feinstein, in-
troduced a bill to completely remove 
corn-based ethanol from the nation’s 
biofuel requirements. 

They attempted this back in 2015. 
Senator Feinstein suggested, “Corn 
based ethanol achieves little to no 
reduction in greenhouse gas emis-
sions. It is time to end the mandate 
and instead support more advanced 
biofuels and biodiesel that won’t con-

tribute to climate change or drive up 
the cost of food.”

 It seems that the progressives are 
unloading their agenda quickly in 
Washington. I hope they sense that 
their majority is short lived. 

Should growers be concerned 
since ethanol consumes about a third 
of the corn crop? 

The USDA released their study 
on greenhouse gas back on Sept. 
5, 2018. The study was called, “A 
Life-Cycle Analysis of the Green-
house Gas Emissions from Corn-
Based Ethanol.”

In that study they assessed 11 
emissions categories addressed by 
EPA. 

Aggregated across the 11 catego-
ries, they found U.S. corn ethanol 
emissions are, on average, 39 percent 
lower than gasoline. 

Does this study make corn-based 
ethanol safe? How many times have 
we heard the phase “the science is 
evolving.”

Look at how the science and ori-
gin of COVID-19 has evolved.

I call your attention to an article 
I came across this past week enti-

Where has the summer gone?
GRAIN 

MARKETING

By JOHN HALL
Commodities Analyst

“When Jesus looked up and saw 
a large crowd coming toward him, 
he said to Philip, “Where are we to 
buy bread for them to eat?” He said 
this to test him, because Jesus himself 
knew what he was going to do.  Philip 
answered him, “Two hundred days’ 
wages would not buy enough bread 
for each of them to have a small 
piece.” One of his disciples, Andrew, 
the brother of Simon Peter, said to 
him, “There is a boy here who has 
five barley loaves and two fish. But 
what help will they be among so 
many?” 

—John 6:5-9

Consider a situation where you 
think your church or community (or 
even your extended family) needs 
help. Do you view the situation like 
Andrew? Do you ask, “What help 
could I possibly be?”

The story of the Feeding of the 
Five Thousand in the Gospel of John 
shows us how important a small gift 
can be. God does not need grand 
gestures and magnificent resources 
to work miracles in our lives. He only 
needs what’s in our hearts.

Pay attention also to what Jesus 
does first with a small gift — he 
gives thanks! 

When we are grateful to God for 
even the small things in our lives and 
share with others, motivated by a 
sense of trust in the Lord, then God 
can accomplish marvelous deeds in 
our lives. 

God turns the small things we do 
for others into miracles of grace.

The next time you’re in a conver-
sation and the other person is sharing 
distress over something — or even if 
they are complaining, listen atten-
tively to make yourself genuinely 
present to them. Then ask, “How can 
I support you in this situation?” 

Obviously, you need to be ready 
for their answer. And, if they dare to 
“ask big” and you can’t help them, 
then be honest and direct about the 
help you can share. 

Remember, just the conversation 
and your gift of being present to the 
person may be the gift God is calling 
you to share.

This week, pray that God will help 
you identify someone in your life who 
might need help. 

Ask God to show you who that is, 
and ask Him to give you the grace to 
offer authentic assistance. Be ready to 
share your talents and time (or even 
your treasure) in small ways. 

Give a little of your time in prayer 
to God in thanksgiving as well. 

And, in all things, may you glorify 
the Lord by your life.

FAITH 
OF OUR 

FARMERS

By JOHN L. DAVIS
Deacon, Sacred Heart Catholic 

Church, Chestertown, Md.

See HALL
Page 12

In a sweeping, 72-point executive 
order on competition, the Biden Ad-
ministration announced it was taking 
dead aim at the heavily concentrat-
ed “multinational companies (that) 
increasingly dominate markets for 
crops, chemicals, seeds, and meat,” 
reported Bloomberg.

The competition order — that 
“reach(es) from the FDA to the 
Pentagon” — includes “directives… 
such as rules that would help chicken 
farmers and ranchers… win claims 
against poultry and meat packers, 
and (a) better-defined ‘Product of the 
USA’ label,” explained Bloomberg.

While farmers and ranchers have 
waited decades to hear those words, 
the July 9 edict is the easy part. 

The really “heavy lift” is making 
the words a reality, relates Diana 
Moss, president of the American 
Antitrust Institute, a Washington, 
D.C.-based non-profit that promotes 
competition.

For example, she explains in a 
telephone interview, “Technically it’s 
possible to break up the meatpacker 
cartel,” one of the order’s biggest tar-
gets, “through antitrust prosecution.” 

And, in fact, the Administration 
is trying to do just that in several 
“cases against Big Tech right now.”

However, since “the packer cartel 
is in the middle of the food sup-
ply chain” — it buys livestock and 
poultry from farmers and ranchers to 
process and sell to the public — any 

disruption like, say, an antitrust ac-
tion, could have severe consequenc-
es on the nation’s food supply and 
distribution. 

A better approach, Moss suggests, 
is through more coordinated public 
policy actions. 

First, yes, aggressive antitrust 
action in the courts. 

Second, tougher “regulatory over-
sight from the (USDA), and third, 
“legislative help to level the playing 
field” like “reforming the Packers 
and Stockyards Act.”

And, she adds, everyone should 
be aware “that the bigger the prob-
lem, the bigger the fix”: Farmers, 
ranchers, their farm groups, Con-
gress, the Department of Justice, and 
USDA need to go big on all three 
fronts if challenged on any one of 
them. 

Some pros already are. A mid-Ju-

FOOD &
FARM 
FILE

By ALAN GUEBERT

Bigger means bitter, 
not better

See GUEBERT
Page 21

Small gifts
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By ANNE MEIS

(Editor’s note: Anne Meis farms 
with her husband, Jim, and his fami-
ly in Elgin, Neb. In addition to serv-
ing as chairwoman of U.S. Farmers 
& Ranchers in Action, Anne serves 
on the Nebraska Soybean Board and 
is a Farm Bureau Member.)

As a fourth-generation farmer 

and chairwoman of U.S. Farmers & 
Ranchers in Action, I was recently 
given the unique opportunity to be 
a voice for North American farmers 
at the United Nations Food Systems 
Summit Producer Public Forum held 
virtually in May. 

It was a daunting task to speak on 
behalf of thousands of hard-work-
ing farmers and ranchers across the 
United States, but critical for orga-

nizers to understand and appreciate 
that food starts with producers.

The USFRA has been active in 
the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals discussion, releasing a report 
last fall highlighting U.S. agricul-
ture’s contributions, as well as work-
ing to make sure the U.S. producer 
perspective is at the table for these 
global discussions about the future 
of food.

It is often difficult to understand 
how and why these broad, far-reach-
ing international goals have meaning 
to us on our farms and ranches. 

My family and I are busy every 
day, raising high-quality products as 
we wrestle with Mother Nature, mar-
kets, weeds, pests and disease. 

See MEIS
Page 14
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This ad can’t determine 
if XtendFlex® soybeans 
fit your operation. 
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Virginia Pork Council slated 
to elect delegates on Aug. 13

BLACKSTONE, Va. — The elec-
tion of pork producer delegate can-
didates for the 2022 National Pork 
Producers (Pork Act) Delegate Body 
will take place at 3:00 p.m., Aug. 13, in 
a regularly scheduled meeting called 
by the Virginia Pork Council at the 
Southern Piedmont AREC located at 
2375 Darvills Rd. 

All Virginia pork producers are 
invited to attend.

Any producer, age 18 or older, who 
is a resident of the state and has paid 
all assessments due may be considered 
as a delegate candidate and/or partici-
pate in the election.  

All eligible producers are encour-
aged to bring with them a sales receipt 
proving that hogs were sold in their 
name and the checkoff deducted.  

For more information, contact Vir-
ginia Pork Council at 757-508-2293.

By RICHARD McDONOUGH
AFP Correspondent

RICHMOND, Va. — Virginia is one 
of largest producers of apples in the 
United States. 

Apple orchards are found through-
out Va., with the largest concentration 
of acreage located in the mountains 
and valleys of the western part of the 
commonwealth.

The apple season typically starts in 
July and goes through November, with 
the bulk of the harvest in the Fall.

The number of acres with apple 

trees, the amount of apples harvested, 
and the value of those harvests has 
decreased from levels reported by the 
USDA in 2017 and 2012.

In 2020, there were 8,800 acres of 
apple orchards in Va., according to the 
USDA National Agricultural Statistics 
Service. 

T h i s  r e p or t  i nd ica t e d  t h a t 
163,000,000 pounds of apples were 
harvested in the Commonwealth with 
a total value of $35,631,000.

“Virginia is the seventh-largest 
apple-growing state in the country, 
with apple country stretching from the 

mountainous northern Shenandoah 
Valley through the Roanoke Valley 
into the Albemarle and Rappahannock 
counties, and Patrick and Carroll coun-
ties in the southwest,” said Michael 
Wallace, director of communications of 
the Virginia Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services. 

According to USDA data, Virginia 
produced nearly 3.4 million bushels of 
apples in 2020.

Among varieties of apples grown 
in Virginia include Fuji, Gala, Gran-
ny Smith, and Red Delicious, among 
others. 

“USDA data indicates that 83.1 
million pounds (approximately 51%) 
of Virginia apples were processed into 
apple cider, apple butter, and other 
products,”Wallace said. “Apples were 
Virginia’s 15th ranked commodity in 
2019.”

The 2017 Agricultural Census is-
sued by the USDA NASS reported that 
687 farms utilized 10,879 acres to grow 
apples in Virginia. 

Frederick County had the most ap-

Va. seventh-largest apple-growing state in country

See APPLES 
Page 11

By GORDON JOHNSON

(Editor’s note: Gordon Johnson 
is an Extension Vegetable & Fruit 
Specialist with the University of Del-
aware.)

They With the recent hot tempera-
tures and more predicted, there is high 
potential for sunburn in fruits and 
fruiting vegetables. 

Growers may need to consider ways 
to protect against sunburn. Sunburn 
is most prevalent on days with high 
temperatures, clear skies and high light 
radiation. 

We commonly see sunburn in 
watermelons, tomatoes, peppers, egg-
plants, cucumbers, apples, strawber-
ries, and brambles (raspberries and 
blackberries).

There are three types of sunburn 
which may have effects on the fruits. 

The first, sunburn necrosis, is where 
skin, peel, or fruit tissue dies on the 
sun exposed side of the fruit. Cell 
membrane integrity is lost in this type 
of sunburn and cells start leaking their 
contents. 

The critical fruit tissue temperature 
for sunburn necrosis varies with type 
of fruit. 

Research has shown that the fruit 
skin temperature threshold for sun-
burn necrosis is 100-104 degrees F for 
cucumbers; 105-108 degrees F for pep-
pers, and 125-127 degrees F for apples. 

Fruits with sunburn necrosis are 
not marketable. Injury may be white 
to brown in color.

The second type of sunburn injury 
is sunburn browning. 

This sunburn does not cause tissue 
death but does cause loss of pigmen-
tation resulting in a yellow, bronze, or 
brown spot on the sun exposed side of 
the fruit. 

Cells remain alive, cell membranes 
retain their integrity, cells do not leak, 
but pigments such as chlorophyll, car-
otenes, and xanthophylls are denatured 
or destroyed. This type of sunburn 
browning occurs at a temperature 
about 5°F lower than sunburn necrosis 
(i.e. 115 to 120°F in apples). Light is 
required for sunburn browning. Fruits 
may be marketable but will be a lower 
grade.

The third type of sunburn is photoo-
xidative sunburn. This is where shaded 
fruit are suddenly exposed to sunlight 
as might occur with late pruning, after 
storms where leaf cover is suddenly 
lost, or when vines are turned in drive 
rows. 

In this type of sunburn, the fruits 
will become photobleached by the 
excess light because the fruit is not 
acclimatized to high light levels, and 
fruit tissue will die. This bleaching will 
occur at much lower fruit temperatures 
than the other types of sunburn. Dam-
aged tissue is often white in color.

Recent storms have caused canopies 

in some vegetable crops to be more 
open, exposing fruits to a high risk of 
both sunburn necrosis and photooxida-
tive sunburn.

Genetics also play a role in sunburn 
and some varieties are more susceptible 
to sunburn. 

Varieties with darker colored fruit, 
those with more open canopies, and 
those with more open fruit clusters 
have higher risk of sunburn. Some 
varieties have other genetic properties 
that predispose them to sunburn, for 
example, some blackberries are more 
susceptible to fruit damage from UV 
light.

Control of sunburn in fruits starts 
with developing good leaf cover in the 
canopy to shade the fruit. 

Fruits most susceptible to sunburn 
will be those that are most exposed, 
especially those that are not shaded in 
the afternoon. 

Anything that reduces canopy cover 
will increase sunburn, such as foliar 
diseases, wilting due to inadequate 
irrigation, and excessive or late prun-
ing. Physiological leaf roll, common in 
some solanaceous crops such as toma-
to, can also increase sunburn.

In crops with large percentages of 
exposed fruits at risk of sunburn, fruits 
can be protected by artificial shading 
using shade cloth (10-30% shade). 
However, this is not practical for large 
acreages.

For sunburn protection at a field 
scale, use of film spray-on materials 
can reduce or eliminate sunburn. 

Produce crops are susceptible to sunburn in summer, too

See SUNBURN 
Page 15
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ROCK SPRINGS, Pa. — With 
sorghum poised to become an im-
portant crop grown by area farmers, 
Penn State University researchers, 
in a new study, tested more than 150 
germplasm lines of the plant for resis-
tance to a fungus likely to hamper its 
production.  

Sorghum, a close relative to corn, 
is valuable for yielding human food, 
animal feed and biofuels. 

Perhaps its most notable attribute 
is that the grain it produces is gluten 
free. Drought resistant and needing a 
smaller amount of nutrients than corn 
to thrive, sorghum seems to be a crop 
that would do well in the Mid-Atlan-
tic’s climate. 

But its susceptibility to fungal dis-
ease is problematic.

“In other locations where sorghum 
has been grown for a long time, it 
is attacked by a fungal pathogen that 
causes a disease called anthracnose 
leaf blight, which diminishes its 
yield,” said study co-author Surinder 
Chopra, professor of maize genetics 
in the College of Agricultural Sci-
ences. “We conducted a three-part 
experiment designed to evaluate the 
likelihood that anthracnose will be a 
problem with sorghum production in 

Pennsylvania, and what plants might 
resist the disease.”

First, researchers carried out field 
surveys in 2011, 2012 and 2016 in six 
Pennsylvania locations to monitor the 
presence of the Colletotrichum fungus 
that causes anthracnose in commercial 
sorghum fields. 

They collected soil samples, plant 
samples and samples of the debris 
left by sorghum or corn, looking for 
the fungus at sites in Blair, Lancaster, 
Dauphin, Centre, Bedford and Leba-
non counties.

Next, researchers grew 158 sor-
ghum lines at Penn State’s Russell E. 
Larson Agricultural Research Center 
at Rock Springs and tested them for 
vulnerability and resistance to the 
natural strains of anthracnose fungus. 

They obtained plant material for 
many of the sorghum lines from the 
International Crops Research Insti-
tute for the Semi-Arid Tropics, better 
known as ICRISAT, India.

Other sorghum lines came from 
varieties Chopra’s research group has 
been breeding in plots at Rock Springs 
for years and are being tested for stress 

Researcher Srinivas R. Pinnameneni points to the symptom of anthracnose disease 
on sorghum leaves.

Photo courtesy Surinder Chopra/Penn State

See SORGHUM
Page 18

Sorghum tested for disease 
resistance on farms in Pa.
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feeding butyric acid to pigs resulted in 
faster muscle growth,” says Stahl. “So 
with this grant, if we are able to make 
the muscle fibers grow bigger because 
of the activity of these muscle stem 
cells, we want to see what happens if 
we are giving these compounds to the 
pregnant sow during fetal development. 
Could we actually increase the number 
of muscle fibers and get even greater 
improvements in growth rate?”

Stahl conducted previous work in 
this area with Robert Murray, a former 
doctoral student of Stahl’s graduating 
from UMD in 2018. 

Murray is now an assistant professor 
with USUHS and a lieutenant in the 
U.S. Navy, working for the defense 
department as a co-investigator on 
this grant. 

Together, Stahl and Murray are 
taking their work a step farther to see 
how these effects can be passed and 
enhanced from mother to child. 

As Stahl explains it, the number of 
muscle fibers you have are fixed for 
life either at or shortly after birth, so 
the only thing you can do after birth 
is make those fibers grow bigger. That 
is why supplementation to the mother 
before birth presents an opportunity to 
increase the actual number of muscle fi-
bers and improve muscle development. 

The researchers hope to discover 
what kinds of changes are actually oc-
curring in stem cells thanks to butyric 

acid supplementation. 
“With this research, we seek to 

answer some underlying basic ques-
tions behind stem cell programming 
and genomic changes that may persist 
into future generations of offspring,” 
says Murray. “We hope to show that 
supplementation during pregnancy 
can have profound impacts on lifetime 
muscle growth for the offspring. We 
had previously found that early dietary 
inclusion of butyric acid had significant 
effects on improving muscle growth. It 
is exciting to get to test our hypotheses 
in fetal animals and really get to see 
just how much of an impact this sup-
plementation can have on growth and 
development.”   

Improving the efficiency of muscle 
growth in pigs is especially important 
when thinking about environmental 

sustainability, a major focus of this 
grant. 

Stahl explained the many inputs 
that are necessary to feed a growing 
global population, so any reduction 
in these inputs translates to increased 
sustainability. 

“Apart from reducing issues with 
low birth weight pigs and possible 
health benefits, another reason we care 
about any of this is that the growth 
related to muscle growth is the most ef-
ficient growth an animal can do,” says 
Stahl. “If you want to reduce the cost or 
environmental implications of growing 
an animal for food, you want them to 
grow muscle as quickly as they can. 
What people don’t always realize is that 
every input has a cost. So if pigs get to 
market more efficiently, you have to 
transport and grow less food for them. 
You didn’t need as much fertilizer to 
grow that food. You didn’t have the 
trucking cost and the burden of petro-
leum to get the food to the animals. So 
there is layer upon layer of improving 
efficiency to get that pound of meat, 
and all of that reduced cost improves 
sustainability.” 

Beyond the pork industry, however, 
Stahl and Murray are excited to lay 
the foundation for future work in both 
animal and human health. 

Butyrate and the butyric acid it 
produces in the body could mean less 
inflammation, improved liver function, 
and even a stronger immune system 
according to Stahl. 

Of particular interest to the defense 
department is the idea of improving 
performance and helping to heal in-
juries in our troops. By administering 
butyrate to the injured as quickly as 
possible, you could potentially trick the 
stem cells to improve muscle repair and 
reduce inflammation in muscle tissue. 

“Using swine as a model, we feel 
this can improve not only the pork 
production process, but make a health-
ier animal that translates into human 
health outcomes,” says Murray. “We 
hope to find that our pigs will grow 
healthier and faster while reducing feed 
intake and waste. But our findings also 
have the potential to improve human 
performance, which is a main objective 
in my current role. 

“Some of the basic principles that 
underpin muscle development are also 
responsible for muscle healing and 
wound repair. My main focus has been 
to translate this research into solutions 
that have the potential to enhance the 
healing of battlefield injuries that we 
see in our service members.” 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — The USDA’s 
Forest Service has awarded funding 
of $280,852 to the Maryland Forest 
Service to work with the University 
of Maryland Extension and many 
public and private partners across the 
Delmarva Peninsula to establish a new 
training and outreach program, the 
Delmarva Woodland Stewards. 

Funding from the federal Land-
scape Scale Restoration Grant pro-
gram will be used by the partnership 
to demonstrate, educate, and provide 

outreach that will enhance forest 
and wildlife management practices, 
promote the ecological benefits of 
prescribed fire, pursue tree planting 
opportunities for water quality, and 
highlight the need for low grade/
biomass markets in forest health, res-
toration, and sustainability. 

Thinning the forest provides ma-
terial for biomass and pulp markets 
while improving the health of the for-
est and improving the wildlife habitat 
for species such as the bobwhite quail, 

Delmarva fox squirrel, and woodcock.
“We are excited to use this collab-

orative forest restoration funding to 
build pathways for better wildlife hab-
itat, water quality, and local jobs for 
our Delmarva landowners,” Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources Sec-
retary Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio said.

This grant creates the Delmarva 
Woodland Stewards Program and pro-
vides direct training and outreach to 
landowners and volunteers who want 
to learn more about how to imple-

ment forest and wildlife management 
practices.

The project reaches across state 
lines to Delaware and Virginia, and 
coordinates expertise from wildlife, 
forestry, and ecology to better inform 
landowners interested in managing 
wildlife on their woodlands. 

Anyone interested in the Delmarva 
Woodland Stewards program should 
contact Matthew Hurd of the Mary-
land Forest Service at matthew.hurd@
maryland.gov. 

Md. helps create Delmarva Woodland Stewards program

Pigs ...
Continued from Page 2

Penn State

Pennsylvania’s largest agricultural exposition is back for in-person attendance! 
Celebrating the event’s 45th anniversary, Penn State Ag Progress Days is your  
one-stop shop for the latest in ag research, technology, management practices,  
and regulations. We will see you there! 

• Latest ag research and tech innovations
• Educational programs and demonstrations
• Marketplace with nearly 500 exhibitors
• Family-friendly youth and 4-H activities 
• Virtual exhibitors and on-demand educational programs
• Live streaming content

Penn State is an equal opportunity, affirmative action employer, and is committed to providing employment opportunities to all qualified  
applicants without regard to race, color, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, or protected veteran status.  
U.ED. AGR 21-119      Code 1483e

Free admission and parking!
For more information: 814-865-2081 
or agprogressdays@psu.edu

AgProgress Days

In person!
August 10–12, 2021
apd.psu.edu
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ple trees planted, with 4,400 acres of 
apple orchards at 30 farms. 

The county with the largest number 
of farms growing apples was Loudoun 
County with 31 farms, but those farms 
only comprise 45 acres of apple or-
chards. 

Other counties with large concen-
trations of apple production included 
Nelson County, 747 acres at 15 farms; 
Carroll County, 361 acres at 26 farms; 
and Clarke County, 337 acres at four 
farms. 

The USDA NASS indicated in the 
2012 Agricultural Census that there 
were 733 farms with 11,929 acres of 
apple orchards throughout Va. Almost 
half of all of the acres planted with 
apples were in Frederick County (5,114 
acres at 22 farms) in 2012. 

Other large apple-producing coun-
ties were Nelson County, 695 acres at 
20 farms; Rockingham County, 645 
acres at 13 farms; Patrick County, 343 
acres at 28 farms, and Carroll County, 
324 acres at 25 farms.

Few farmers grow apples on Vir-
ginia’s Eastern Shore. In 2017, 3 farms 
in Accomack County were listed as 
growing apples by the USDA; no acre-
age amounts were listed. 

The number of farms in 2012, 
according to the USDA, was slightly 

higher with four farms. 
The USDA indicated that one acre of 

ground was used for apple production 
in Accomack County in 2012. 

No farms or acreage were listed 
by the USDA for apple orchards in 
Northampton County in both 2012 
and 2017.

The USDA reported that the val-
ue of apples produced in Va. was 
$33,425,000 in 2013, $35,499,000 in 
2014, $34,465,000 in 2015, $35,854,000 
in 2016, and $48,557,000 in 2017.

During that five year time period, 
the yield per acre for apple production 
was 18,200 pounds per acre in 2013, 
and grew to 22,500 pounds per acre 
in 2017. 

The highest yields during those five 
years were 19,700 pounds per acre in 
2014, while the lowest yields in that 
time period were 17,500 pounds per 
acre in 2016.

Pricing during that five-year time 
period rose from 17.6 cents per pound 
in 2013 to 21.7 cents per pound in 2017. 

The highest pricing was in 2017, 
while the lowest pricing was at 17.3 
centers per pound in 2014.

“The exporting of apples varies 
from year to year,” said Wallace. “From 
July 1, 2020, to May 31, 2021, VDACS’ 
Commodity Services certified two 
loads of Virginia apples for export to 
Canada and Guyana. The office did 
not certify any Virginia apples for 
export in FY19/20. Most likely this 
is attributed to a USDA demand for 
apples. In FY19/18 approximately 15 
loads of Virginia apples were certified 
for export to Costa Rica, Panama, El 
Salvador, Sri Lanka and Columbia. 
In FY18/17, approximately 49 loads 
of Virginia apples were certified for 
export to Costa Rica, Honduras, Israel, 
Colombia, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Guyana, and Panama.”

Apples ...
Continued from Page 8

Apples are one of the most popular fruits in Virginia and the United States.

Photo courtesy Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

New Castle Conservation DistrictNew Castle Conservation District
SIGNUP for COVER CROP COST-SHARINGSIGNUP for COVER CROP COST-SHARING

YOU MUST SIGNUP BEFORE PLANTINGYOU MUST SIGNUP BEFORE PLANTING
SIGN-UP BEGINS MONDAY, AUGUST 2nd SIGN-UP BEGINS MONDAY, AUGUST 2nd 

and ENDS ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7th @ 4:30 P.M.and ENDS ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7th @ 4:30 P.M.

The New Castle Conservation District is offering cost-share assistance for cover crops to be planted 
this fall.  Fields must be in New Castle County.  Annual rye, cereal rye, wheat, triticale, barley, oats, 

forage radishes, and crimson clover or hairy vetch with rye are approved.  

Cost-share rate for unharvested cover crop is $50 per acre.  Cost-share for cover crop harvested for 
grain or straw is $30 per acre.  Aerial seeding adds an additional $5 per acre cost-share.  

400 acres maximum. 

Planting deadline is October 31st.  Homegrown seed must be tested for germination.

Signup continues until all funds are obligated.  Signup continues until all funds are obligated.  
For more information, please call the office at For more information, please call the office at 

(302) 832-3100, extension 3.  You can download the application from our (302) 832-3100, extension 3.  You can download the application from our 
website at https://www.newcastlecd.orgwebsite at https://www.newcastlecd.org
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Hall ...
Continued from Page 6

tled: “Timeline of a Rare Series of 
Disruptive Events for United States 
Agriculture” by Krista Swanson, 
Nick Paulson, and Gary Schnitkey, 
Illinois and Carl Zulauf, Ohio State 
University released July 20, and 
found at farmdoc daily.

This paper discusses a rare series 
of disruptive occurrences over the 
last three years that contributed to 
volatility in agricultural exports and 
markets. 

Take a moment to study the chart.
The roller-coaster patterns of 

United States agricultural exports 
and corn and soybean prices in that 
time is tracked with concurrent 
events ranging from the tariff war’s 
disruption of agricultural trade 
in 2018 — to widespread weath-
er-caused planting delays and record 
prevent plant acres in 2019, to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and response 
in 2020.  

I call your attention to this article 
and events because these events are 
out of the control of farmers across 
the United States. 

This is why you must understand 
and use the marketing tools available 
to effectively manage your opera-
tions in the future.

(Note: I research material from 

Allendale, DTN, USDA, University 
Land Grants and other credible 
sources in compiling this article. It 

is not merely my opinion, but rather 
a consensus of experts in the trade. 
Looking for a marketing coach or 

someone to discuss strategies with? 
Contact me at jehgrain@gmail.com, 
or call 410-708-8781.)

888-238-9954 
Mobile: (717) 926-2274 • ceilings@go-efficient.com

 We also install:
  • Bird Mesh
  • Insulation
  • Energy-saving materials, 
  •  600lb. Polyester 

replacement banding with 
Stainless Steel fasteners

The alternative to conventional ceilings; at a fraction of the cost.

• Proven Durability
• For Any Type of Building

• Sound Reducing
•  Reflects Radiant Energy

• Non-Corrosive
• Effective Bird Control

•  Washable, Easy to Clean
•  Brighter Ambient Light

Agricultural -  Industrial - Storage - Garages - Shops - Steel Buildings, etc.

© Copyright Mid-Atlantic Triply Ceil ings 2016

“Your source for quality, durable, & economical ceiling systems”
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Microbes found to play role in corn’s ‘hybrid vigor’

Farms ...
Continued from Front Page

meat are readily available. Preserving 
farmland is not just about passing a 
farm down to the next generation. It’s 
about making sure future generations 
have food grown locally available to 
feed their families.”

In this round of easement selec-
tions, there were 23 farms in Kent 
County and 22 farms in Sussex Coun-
ty preserved. 

The Delaware Aglands Preserva-
tion Program has successfully pre-
served nearly 27 percent of Delaware’s 
farmland.

“We take pride in having one of 
the country’s most effective farmland 

protection programs. With today’s 
announcement, 3,695 acres have been 
permanently preserved, including 45 
farms through the AgLands Preserva-
tion Program and four forested parcels 
through the Forestland Preservation 
Program,” said Delaware Secretary of 
Agriculture Michael T. Scuse. “There 
are a lot of partners who play a role 
in Delaware’s success preserving 
farmland, from the county level up to 
federal agencies by providing match-
ing funds.”

“Each easement that is placed on 
productive agricultural land protects 
the long-term viability of our food 
supply by preventing conversion to 
non-agricultural uses,” said Kasey 
Taylor, Delaware State Conservation-
ist, Natural Resources Conservation 
Services. “Coupled with conservation 
activities, land preservation is vital to 

improving soil and water quality and 
enhancing wildlife habitat. NRCS is 
honored to contribute to this tremen-
dous effort.”

Since the beginning of the pro-
gram, landowners have donated, on 
average, 59 percent of their devel-
opment rights value — that is, they 
received 41 cents on the dollar of their 
farm’s development rights value to 
preserve their farm. 

The average discount (donation) for 
Round 25 is 53.57 percent.

The Delaware Agricultural Lands 
Preservation Foundation selects those 
farms approved for easement purchase 
using an impartial discounted ranking 
system that maximizes benefits for 
taxpayers. 

The foundation does not own the 
land but instead purchases landown-
ers’ development rights and places a 

permanent agricultural conservation 
easement on the property. Landowners 
must first voluntarily enroll their farm 
into a 10-year preservation district 
before they can sell an easement. In 
addition to more than 143,000 acres 
in permanent easements, Delaware’s 
Aglands Preservation Program has 
over 41,000 acres of land enrolled in 
farmland preservation districts.

County governments can choose to 
partner with the state program and add 
county funds to select properties in 
their areas, leveraging state resources 
for a more significant impact.

Delaware’s statewide program 
made its first round of easement pur-
chases in 1996 and has since preserved 
22 percent of New Castle County 
farmland, 39 percent of Kent County 
farmland, and 19 percent of Sussex 
County farmland.

RALEIGH, N.C. — The tiny organ-
isms that are living in soil may have 
a greater effect on the yield and pest 
and disease resistance of crop plants 
grown in that soil than previously 
known.

Researchers at North Carolina State 
University and the University of Kan-
sas have shown that soil microbes — 
microscopic organisms like viruses, 
bacteria and fungi found throughout 
nature — play a role in the phenom-

enon of heterosis or “hybrid vigor,” 
the superior performance of crossed 
plant lines, or hybrids, over inbred 
plant lines. 

Hybrids are often used by farmers 
for agricultural production due their 
superior crop yields.

Research into hybrid vigor has gen-
erally highlighted the roles of genetic 
and abiotic environmental factors 
behind the phenomenon. 

So, finding that the biotic soil 

environment impacts heterosis was a 
bit surprising and serendipitous, the 
researchers say. 

“This work moves us toward a 
better understanding of what’s driv-
ing heterosis,” said Manuel Kleiner, 
an assistant professor of plant and 
microbial biology at N.C. State and 
a co-corresponding author of a paper 
describing the research. “Microbes are 
critical players in causing effects on 
corn plants — it’s not just temperature 

and soil type.”
The researchers experimented with 

two types of inbred corn plants and a 
hybrid of those two lines in laboratory 
and field tests in North Carolina and 
Kansas. 

The researchers started by grow-
ing hybrid and inbred corn plants in 
sterile bags; both types of plants grew 

See MICROBES 
Page 15
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On our northeast Nebraska family 
farm, we produce corn, soybeans 
and alfalfa, and graze cattle on the 
hills and river-bottom land. 

We are blessed with rich clay soil 
and a life-giving aquifer for irriga-
tion.

Modern technology and innova-
tion, and our forefathers’ grit, have 
guided our production methods to 
where we are today. 

Yes, we are on a path for con-
tinuous improvement — but meth-
ods and changes must make sense 
according to the parameters of our 
growing season and for the health of 
our soil. 

Hence, the need to engage when 
far-reaching ideas such as the U.N. 
Sustainable Development Goals are 
presented.

Embracing the technological 
advances and innovations of modern 

agriculture is the only way to sus-
tainably feed the world for decades 
to come. 

To be successful, we must contin-
ue to focus on the practical applica-
tion of food production — no one 
sitting at a desk can tell me exactly 
how something will work on my 
farm with my soil type, growing 
season, equipment and crop. 

Producers need to be profitable 
and food needs to be affordable, and 
our perspectives must continue to be 
at the table.

America needs a strong presence 
on the global stage that reflects di-
verse farmer and rancher voices. 

That is why over the last two 
years, USFRA has worked with 
farmers, ranchers and other leaders 
across the value chain, including 
the American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion, to co-create a common Decade 
of Ag Vision for the future of our 
sector. 

Together, U.S. food and agricul-
ture can continue to lead the way to 
sustainably feeding a growing global 
population.

Meis ...
Continued from Page 7

one who lived next door to the farm 
and another member who fished in 
waters near the farm. 

FSA challenged FWW’s standing 
to bring the challenge, but the district 
court held that FWW did have 
standing. 

In 2020, the district court 
dismissed the challenge, holding that 
the environmental assessment met 
NEPA requirements. FWW appealed 
that decision.

American courts have had a long 

tradition of only hearing cases where 
the parties can clearly demonstrate to 
be harmed by a law. 

This means having a legally 
protectable interest in the dispute, 
also known as “standing.” 

To have standing, courts typically 
require:

• The party has an injury-in-fact 
— the party has suffered or will 
imminently suffer an injury to a 
legally protected interest. The injury 
cannot be hypothetical or abstract.

• The causation relationship 
between the injury and the 
defendant’s action is being 
challenged.

• It must be likely, not merely 
speculative, that the injury can be 

solved by a favorable decision, a 
concept known as redressability.

To the two-judge panel, this case 
starts and ends with standing. To the 
panel, FWW had failed to establish 
that a member had an injury in fact, 
and even if FWW could, FWW did 
not have an injury that a favorable 
decision or redressability could 
resolve. 

Because this is an appeal of 
a procedural injury, FSA failed 
to prepare the environmental 
assessment properly. 

The court must determine if 
vacating the loan guarantee will 
likely change how the poultry 
operation operates to resolve FWW’s 
members asserted injuries.

Looking at the arguments, 
FWW argues that if vacated, the 
loan guarantee, the lender, and the 
poultry grower could apply for a new 
guarantee. 

The panel points out that this is 
speculative and may not resolve the 
members’ injuries. 

FWW speculates that the grower 
and lender might seek another loan 
guarantee, but the situation has 
changed since 2015. 

By 2017, when the challenge 
was brought, the grower had been 

running the operation for over a year, 
had additional streams of revenues, 
and had a history of payments 
against the existing loan. 

Nothing in the record showed the 
borrower’s creditworthiness and how 
the grower and the lender would 
react to vacating the loan guarantee. 

The panel did not buy the 
speculation that there would be no 
farm without the loan guarantee and 
wanted to see evidence that the same 
financial situation existed in 2017 as 
in 2015 which would have required 
the grower to seek a loan guarantee. 

The panel vacated the district 
court’s decision and remanded 
it back to the district court to be 
dismissed for lack of jurisdiction. 
FWW can request before the whole 
court of appeals or appeal to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, however, so 
this may not be the last word in this 
litigation.

This decision might not be the 
last decision involving this poultry 
operation, and it will be interesting 
to see what happens next. 

FWW’s options are limited at this 
point, with potentially only the full 
court of appeals hearing the appeal 
or considering appealing to the U.S. 
Supreme Court.. 

Goeringer ...
Continued from Page 5

SCOTTSBURG, Va. — Cantaloupe 
season is off to a sweet start in Vir-
ginia thanks to a streak of warm, dry 
weather at the beginning of summer.

“People want sweet cantaloupes 
that have high sugar content,” said 
Halifax County produce farmer Don 
Reese. “That’s one thing this hot 
weather we’ve had does—it increases 
the sugar content in the melons and 
makes them sweeter. It’s been prime 
weather this summer for that.”

Reese started selling cantaloupes 
at Reese Farm Inc.’s farm stand in 
Scottsburg on July 10, about 10 days 

later than usual. He also noted the 
first melons he harvested were rela-
tively small due to unseasonably cold 
weather in April.

Despite the delay and early-sea-
son struggles, Reese said successive 
plantings through the end of June have 
fared much better with the warmer 
weather. 

He said he anticipates cantaloupes 
being available through the end of 
summer.

“We have a really good crop over-
all,” he said. “They’re good quality 
and have the sweet flavor customers 

are looking for.”
Accomack County grower Susan 

Dattner said the first of her canta-
loupes were harvested July 19, and 
she noted the melons’ quality and taste 
were “great.”

Dattner reported growing condi-
tions on Virginia’s Eastern Shore have 
been favorable this summer, but with 
temperatures intermittently reaching 
the mid-90s, her crop may require 
some respite from the heat.

“The melons do good in heat, 
but they don’t like excessive heat,” 
she said. “Too much will slow their 

growth.”
Rob French, who grows canta-

loupes at Sunnyside Farms in Cum-
berland County, also noted some of 
his initial crop was stunted by the 
cool spring.

“The first set came off really small 
because of those up-and-down tem-
peratures in spring,” said French, 
who also serves on the Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation Specialty Crops 
Advisory Committee. “We’re into our 

Cantaloupe season off to a sweet start for Va. farmers

See CANTALOUPE
Page 15
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AUSTIN, Texas — Urea is a criti-
cal element found in everything from 
fertilizers to skin care products. 

Large-scale production of urea, 
which is naturally a product of human 
urine, is a massive undertaking, mak-
ing up about 2 percent of global energy 
use and emissions today.

For decades, scientists and engi-
neers have sought to make this process 
more energy efficient as demand for 
fertilizer grows with increased pop-
ulation. 

An international research team that 
includes scientists and engineers from 
the University of Texas at Austin has 
devised a new method for making urea 
that is more environmentally friendly 

than today’s process and produces 
enough to be competitive with ener-
gy-intensive industrial methods.

Making urea today involves a two-
step thermal process that requires 
high levels of heat and pressure under 
controlled harsh environments. 

But this new process requires just 
one step and relies on a concept called 
electrocatalysis that uses electricity — 
and potentially sunlight — to trigger 
chemical reactions in a solution at 
room temperature in ambient condi-
tions.

“Around the world we need to lower 
emissions,” said Guihua Yu, an asso-
ciate professor of materials science in 
the Cockrell School of Engineering’s 

Walker Department of Mechanical 
Engineering who co-lead the team that 
published a new milestone paper about 
the process in Nature Sustainability. 
“That’s why we want to develop these 
more sustainable pathways to produce 
urea using electrocatalysis instead of 
this energy-intensive two-step pro-
cess.” 

Today, synthetic urea is produced 
primarily via the Haber-Bosch meth-
od — which is known as one of the 
greatest inventions of the 20th century 
because it enabled mass production of 
fertilizer and helped increase global 
food supply. 

It combines nitrogen and hydrogen 
to make ammonia, which then bonds 

with carbon dioxide to make urea. 
This two-step process requires 

heating to 400 or 500 degrees F to per-
form the reaction, using huge amounts 
of energy and producing significant 
emissions along the way.

Producing urea through electroca-
talysis is an alternative process that is 
more sustainable and energy efficient. 

However, this method historically 
has not produced enough to make it 
viable.

 It created too many byproducts 
and required much energy to break the 
bonds of the molecular building blocks 

See ELEMENT
Page 20

Be sure to ‘like’ 
The Delmarva Farmer on Facebook!

These materials are kaolin clay based, 
calcium carbonate (lime) based, or 
talc based and leave a white particle 
film on the fruit (such as Surround, 
Screen Duo, Purshade and many oth-
ers). There are also film products that 
protect fruits from sunburn but do not 
leave a white residue, such as Raynox. 

Apply these materials at the manu-
facturer’s rates for sunburn protection. 
They may have to be reapplied after 
heavy rains or multiple overhead irri-
gation events.

While particle films have gained 
use in tree fruits, their usefulness in 
vegetables is still unclear. Research at 
UD and the University of Maryland has 
shown reduced fruit disorders such as 

sunburn in peppers and white tissue 
in tomatoes when applied over those 
crops. Watermelon growers have used 
clay and lime-based products for many 
years to reduce sunburn in that crop in 
southern states.

There are some drawbacks to the 
use of particle films. If used for sun-
burn protection on fruits, there is added 
cost to wash or brush the material off 
at harvest. 

Where overhead irrigation is used, 
or during rainy weather, the material 
can be partially washed off of plants, 
reducing effectiveness and requiring 
additional applications. Produce buyers 
can also have standards relating to the 
use or particle films and may not accept 
products with visible residues. 

For example, some watermelon 
brokers will accept watermelons where 
calcium carbonate protectants have 
been used but will not accept watermel-
ons sprayed with clay-based products.

Sunburn ...
Continued from Page 8

Vital fertilizer element made in more sustainable way

second and third set now, and they’re 
a really good size and have good fla-
vor—sweet as they should be.”

French began selling cantaloupes 
at the beginning of July, and he an-
ticipates sales continuing through 

mid-September at his farm and at farm 
stands in Buckingham and Powhatan 
counties and in Farmville.

He said as long as his cantaloupes 
can avoid soaking rain, they’ll contin-
ue to thrive in the summer heat.

“Warmer weather and minimal 
rain is what we need for the rest in the 
field to come through,” French said. “I 
know most farmers don’t want to hear 
that, but cantaloupes just can’t handle 
a lot of rain.”

Canteloupe ...
Continued from Page 14

similarly sized roots and shoots inside 
the bags. 

But when the researchers added to 
the bags a controlled set of microbes 
known to associate with corn roots in 
nature, hybrid lines grew more than 
inbred lines — their roots and shoots 
weighed more — showing the expect-
ed effects of heterosis.

“This seemed to be the result of a 
negative microbial effect on inbred 
lines, rather than a helping effect on 
hybrids,” Kleiner said.

Similar heterosis-enhancing ac-
tivity of microbes was observed in 
field tests in North Carolina in which 
hybrid and inbred lines were grown in 
untreated plots, plots treated with an 
antimicrobial chemical, and in plots 
treated with both the antimicrobial 
chemical and a method of “cooking” 
the soil by sending ultra-hot steam 
into it. 

Surprisingly, when a similar exper-

iment was performed in Kansas, the 
opposite effect was observed — treat-
ments that reduced the microbial pop-
ulations in the soil caused increased 
heterosis.

“We can now say that microbes 
will have effects on heterosis, but we 
can’t predict the direction of those 
effects,” Kleiner said. 

“We know that microbes are af-
fecting inbreds and hybrids of corn 
in different ways, but the effects may 
depend on the environment or on the 
particular microbes in the soil,” said 
Peter Balint-Kurti, USDA professor 

of plant pathology at N.C. State and a 
paper co-author.

The researchers plan to continue 
their work studying the effects of 
microbes on corn heterosis.

The paper appears in Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences. 

The research was supported by the 
National Science Foundation. Maggie 
Wagner, an assistant professor of 
ecology and evolutionary biology at 
the University of Kansas and a former 
postdoctoral researcher at NC State, is 
the lead and co-corresponding author 
of the paper.

Microbes ...
Continued from Page 13

Research to be featured includes a spray drone demonstration, use of

forage soybeans to control deer damage, evaluation of growth-

promoting products, variety trials, cover crops, and weed management. 

CEUs are available. 
 

Although this is a FREE event, pre-registration is encouraged: 

https://msbfieldday2021.eventbrite.com

Local farmers and industry professionals are invited
to join the MARYLAND SOYBEAN BOARD on AUGUST 11
at the WYE  RESEARCH & EDUCATION CENTER to learn

about checkoff-funded research and enjoy a
SNAKEHEAD FISH FRY AND BARBEQUE DINNER.
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While farmers prioritize safety, 
Ebert explained that farms are natural 
environments and its’s impossible to 
eliminate every hazard. He forecasted, 
“This reform will enable Pennsylvania 
farm families to safely invite the public 
to experience agriculture without hav-
ing to risk their farms’ futures or pay 
cost-prohibitive insurance premiums.”

William Troxell, executive director 
of the Pennsylvania Vegetable Growers 
Association, said, “Many members 
have added agritourism activities to 
their on-farm markets and found it to 
be a very successful way to draw more 
customers to their farms and markets.” 

He also noted, “Unfortunately a few 
have also been hit with lawsuits from 
customers who have been injured. The 
same farm atmosphere that attracts 
customers comes with some inherent 
risks—everything is not smoothly 
paved and engineered like a suburban 
or urban environment where customers 
live and work.”

Troxell continued his support, “We 
see this legislation as providing farmers 
with a measure of protection against 
frivolous lawsuits while still requiring 
farmers to provide a venue free from 
egregious hazards.”

Legislative Director, Pennsylvania 
State Grange Carrie Nace reflected, 
“The Pennsylvania State Grange is 
thrilled that HB101 was signed into law 
as it was one of the Pennsylvania State 
Grange’s top priorities for the 2021-22 
session. This bill costs the Common-

wealth zero money but gives farmers 
the opportunity to earn additional 
revenue through tourism. We applaud 
Rep. Gleim and the General Assembly 
on this great achievement.”

Staff Attorney Brook Duer of Penn 
State’s Center for Agricultural and 
Shale Law noted that it is important 
to understand what is required for an 
owner, operator, provider or sponsor 
of an agritourism activity to be eligible 
for Pennsylvania’s new legal immunity 
from personal injury lawsuits based 
on negligence. He lists four essential 
requirements:

“The injury must occur while the 
visitor is participating in an activity 
that meets the definition of agritourism 
in the law. The agritourism activity 
must occur on land which is used for a 
so-called ‘normal agricultural opera-
tion’ as defined in Pennsylvania’s Right 

to Farm Law. The required warning 
signs must be posted on the property 
at the required locations. The required 
acknowledgement agreement of limited 
civil liability must be signed by the vis-
itor before engaging in the agritourism 
activity.”

In addition, Duer noted two caveats 
that should be understood:

“Firstly, while the new law states 
that a parent or guardian must sign the 
acknowledgement agreement on behalf 
of a minor or care-dependent person, 
whether such documents are ultimately 
given the intended effect in legal pro-
ceedings is for a court to decide. 

Secondly, the immunity never 
applies to injuries that occur due to 
criminal, intentional, reckless or gross-
ly negligent acts of the agritourism 
provider, nor to injuries arising from 
an overnight accommodation, a wed-
ding, a concert or food and beverage 
services. Incidents of that nature are 
treated under standard legal principles 
and rules without reference to this new 
law.”

Duer also commented, “One of the 
most important aspects of the new law 
is that it codifies a legal definition of 
agritourism in Pennsylvania law where 
one did not exist before. Generally, that 
tends to become a standard that gets 
relied upon in other contexts such as 
the interpretation of zoning ordinances. 
It remains to be seen if that happens 
on a township basis going forward but 
anything that could create uniformity 
like that across municipalities is a 
positive development for farmers and 
landowners.”

The law is effective August 30, 
2021.

Pennsylvania Secretary of Agri-
culture Russell Redding noted, “Agri-
tourism brings vital income to Penn-
sylvania farms, and brings visitors to 
meet the wonderful people who feed 
them, in the environment where it all 
starts. With these new liability limits, a 
safety-first approach is key to keeping 
the farm experience positive and pro-
tecting the farm, the visitors, and the 
livelihood of our farmers.”

Redding added, “Farms interested 
in expanding or starting agritourism 
businesses are eligible for up to $7,500 
Farm Vitality Grants to create their 
business plans. The $1 million grant 
program was created under the 2019 
Pennsylvania Farm Bill and funded 
again in 2020 and renewed in the 2021-
22 state budget.”

Details on those grants can be 
accessed at https://www.agriculture.
pa.gov/pages/farm-vitality-plan-
ning-program.aspx.

Act ...
Continued from Page 3

New assistance program to help Va. dairy farmers
RICHMOND, Va. — The Dairy 

farmers have faced a multitude of 
challenges in recent years, but a new 
reimbursement program through the 
Virginia Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services is intended to 
help farmers in the state.

VDACS established a new reim-
bursement program to assist dairy 
producers who participate in the fed-
eral Dairy Margin Coverage Program. 
The new Virginia Dairy Producers 

Margin Coverage Premium Assistance 
Program reimburses dairies for the 
premium payments they have made for 
the federal program at the tier 1 level.

Virginia’s dairy industry produc-
es one of the commonwealth’s top 
commodities. According to 2019 U.S. 
Department of Agriculture data, the 
state’s dairy industry produced nearly 
1.5 billion pounds of milk annually and 
had cash receipts of $290.1 million.

However, ongoing changes in do-

mestic demand, sharp declines in 
exports and the pandemic-fueled dis-
ruption of market channels and product 
demand during the past 16 months have 
exacerbated Virginia dairy farmers’ 
challenges, noted Tony Banks, senior 
assistant director of agriculture, de-
velopment and innovation for Virginia 
Farm Bureau Federation. “During that 
time, we’ve lost probably 20% of the 
state’s dairy farms.”

Banks said the new VDACS pro-

gram will allow some dairy farmers, 
who otherwise couldn’t, to participate 
in DMC, the federal risk management 
program. “All participating dairy 
farmers will benefit from the financial 
support offered by the commonwealth.”

Applications for the new dairy pro-
gram will be available this fall. Eligible 
dairy producers will receive notifica-
tion of the application’s availability 
directly and should submit program 
applications to VDACS by Feb. 1, 2022. 
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understanding how microbial commu-
nities assemble and function in eco-
systems, soil, the root-zone, and other 
numerous habitats found in nature.

Tom Kuhar, professor of vegetable 
entomology, and his team will discuss 
pests and pollinators, both bad and 
good.

Equipment dealers will be on hand 
to show off their machinery and talk 
with farmers during the break,

The program will resume from 
lunch at 12:30 p.m., with a speaker 
panel led by Harmon and John Fike, 
a professor in the School of Plant and 
Environmental Sciences.

Livestock and horticulture demon-
strations will begin at 1 p.m. at the Big 
Barn and Homefield. 

Matt Boohr, Extension agent in 
Rockbridge County, Va., will discuss 
temporary fencing tools. 

Fike will talk about profitable forage 
management.

Kate Lawrence, Extension agent 
in Botetourt County, Va., will review 
summer stockpiling of forages.

Shawn Jadrnicek, Kentland Home-
field manager, and Jon Vest, Floyd 
County, Va. Extension agent, will team 
up on three topics: Cover Crops for 
Vegetable Production; Plastic Instal-
lation for Vegetable Production and 
Small-Scale Vegetable Irrigation.

A mid-afternoon ice cream break 
is scheduled at 2:30 p.m. followed by 
voluntary tours of the farm beginning 
at 3 p.m. 

Kentland ...
Continued from Page 3

strong suit,” Andersen said. 
But on July 8 of that year — the final 

day to register as a candidate — he met 
Otto after work and asked once again. 

Otto agreed on one condition: An-
dersen would drive them both to the 
local election board in Otto’s vehicle. 
If he was filing to run, he’d have to be 
dragged there. 

They arrived 20 minutes before 
closing and filled out the paperwork. 

“We felt like two farmers who had 
just bought a farm, and we’d paid more 
than anyone else would pay for it, and 

we wondered what everyone else knew 
that we didn’t,” Andersen said to the 
laughs of grain farmers at the Maryland 
Commodity Classic on July 22.  

Otto, a Republican, ultimately 
won that race and has represented the 
district — and the state’s agricultural 
community — ever since. 

At the classic, the grain industry 
honored the 57-year-old delegate and 
farmer with the Dr. James R. Miller 
Award, given yearly to a professional 
non-grower for their contributions to 
the industry. 

Otto was introduced to the audience 
by Andersen, a regional member of the 
Maryland Grain Producers Association 
and the Maryland Grain Producers 
Utilization Board. 

Calling his decade in the legislature 

“a real ride,” Otto, speaking briefly, 
chose to shift the spotlight to Miller, 
who was a friend. 

Miller, the award’s first recipient 
in 1988, ran the University of Mary-
land’s agronomy department for more 
than two decades and was well known 
across the industry for his educational 
efforts. 

The award was renamed in his hon-
or after he died in 2003.  

“The honor is who this award is 
named for,” Otto said before posing for 
a photograph with the plaque. 

Otto, a certified crop consultant 
and sales representative, has served on 
several state agricultural committees 
and legislative subcommittees that deal 
with agricultural issues since taking 
office in 2011. Melvin Baile, president 

of the grain producers association, 
called him “the strongest advocate for 
Maryland agriculture.”

“As a farmer himself, he under-
stands our challenges,” he said. “We 
are lucky to have Delegate Otto in our 
corner.” 

The Commodity Classic is held 
yearly at Queen Anne’s County 4-H 
Park for members of the utilization 
board and the Maryland Soybean 
Board to view research presentations 
and exhibits that explain how checkoff 
dollars are being spent. 

Otto is the 34th award recipient and 
the fifth in a group of elected officials, 
including U.S. Rep. Steny Hoyer, to 
receive it. 

“His greatest service is to Maryland 
agriculture,” Baile said. 

Otto ...
Continued from Front Page

Study: Corn, soybean drought resistance comes at cost
CHAMPAIGN-URBANA, Ill. — 

U.S. corn and soybean varieties have 
become increasingly heat and drought 
resistant as agricultural production 
adapts to a changing climate. 

But the focus on developing crops 
for extreme conditions has negatively 
affected performance under normal 
weather patterns, a University of Illi-
nois study shows.

“Since the 1950s, advances in breed-
ing and management practices have 
made corn and soybean more resilient 
to extreme heat and drought. However, 
there is a cost for it. Crop productivity 

with respect to the normal temperature 
and precipitation is getting lower,” says 
Chengzheng Yu, doctoral student in 
the Department of Agricultural and 
Consumer Economics at the University 
of Illinois and lead author on the new 
paper, published in Scientific Reports.

Climate projections indicate a mix 
of extreme and normal weather pat-
terns in the next 50 years, so crops must 
perform well under a variety of condi-
tions, explains study co-author Madhu 
Khanna, distinguished professor of 
environmental economics in ACE.

“It is not enough to just focus on 

extreme weather conditions. We can’t 
look at the impacts of climate change 
in a piecemeal fashion and develop va-
rieties only to cope with certain aspects 
of it,” Khanna states.

Yu, Khanna, and co-author Ruiqing 
Miao, Auburn University, studied corn 
and soybean yield from 1951 to 2017 
in the eastern part of the U.S., an area 
where crops can grow without irriga-
tion. Crop yield increased significantly 
during this period due to a wide range 
of technological and breeding im-
provements. But when the researchers 
isolated the effect of climate-related 

adaptations, they found significant 
negative impacts on yield.

While heat and drought tolerance in-
creased yield by 33 percent for corn and 
20 percent for soybean over this period, 
the gain was offset by reduced produc-
tivity under normal conditions. Overall, 
maladaptation due to climate-related 
factors reduced corn and soybean yield 
by 8 percent and 67 percent, respective-
ly, the researchers found.

“There’s been this trade-off; crops 
become better adapted to extreme 
weather, but less adapted to normal 
conditions,” Khanna said. 
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creation of the conservation plan. 
For a practice with ground 

disturbance below the previous plow 
line or in a previously undisturbed 
area, a higher level of review will be 
required.

 In consultation, with resource 
experts, we will seek, discuss, and 
consider their views of the potential 
impact the project could have on the 
environment. 

If we need to know about 
endangered species, we ask the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 

If we want to know if the 
proposed project will impact a scenic 
river, then we ask the National Park 
Service. 

We’ll work with the state historic 

preservation officer and any federally 
recognized tribes to review cultural 
resources. 

We’ll consult with staff from both 
the Department of Natural Resources 
and the Maryland Department of the 
Environment for various resources, 
and a slew of other experts 
depending on the site’s location and 
project details. 

If FSA’s environmental review 
does find a concern, where feasible, 
we will seek an agreement with 
applicable parties regarding matters 
of concern and consider acceptable 
alternatives. 

Perhaps relocating the project to 
a different location on the farm, or 
the project installment is contingent 
to an archeological survey or 
monitoring of project activities 
for cultural artifacts from a tribe is 
required. 

The key is that issues are 
identified early and before the 

contract is approved or money is 
expended. 

A producer can then consider the 
potential environmental impacts 
of their requests and decide if 
they want to accept alternatives or 
contingencies, or they can decide to 
not move forward with their CRP 
offer. 

FSA must complete the 
environmental evaluation before any 
work on the site begins.  

At FSA, we’re mindful that many 
federal agencies are unable to utilize 
the streamlined forms and processes 
we use for CRP. 

If we take the process lightly and 
we lose authorization for our current 
review method, we could have to 
complete a more arduous process 
that takes months longer than our 
typical review. 

It would have a devasting effect 
on our ability to approve new 
contracts. 

An overall understanding of 
environmental compliance and the 
environmental review process will 
provide agricultural producers an 
insight to a successful and timely 
completed project that provides 
conservation benefits. 

So, contact appropriate FSA 
personnel about environmental 
compliance early in the planning 
process when it appears FSA 
financial or program assistance may 
need to be considered. 

Schedule to meet with FSA 
to coordinate and review the 
requirements and processes for 
completing the environmental 
review. 

Projects that involve ground 
disturbance below the existing plow 
line or that have not previously been 
disturbed take time to be evaluated. 

Please plan early for your next 
CRP project and let us help meet 
your conservation goals.

Pleasanton ...
Continued from Page 5

tolerance in another study. 
Still others came from sources such 

as  the USDA Agricultural Research 
Service stations in Griffin, Ga,, Lin-
coln, Neb., and Lubbock, Texas; the 
Grain, Forage and Bioenergy Research 
Center, Texas A&M Agrilife Sorghum 
Breeding Program; and the National 
Plant Germplasm System.

Lastly, researchers conducted ex-
periments in greenhouses on the 
University Park campus. 

They chose 35 sorghum lines that 
demonstrated resistance to the fungus 
in field trials and tested their respons-
es after inoculating them with the 
pathogen. 

The team evaluated and scored 
those plants for the severity of anthrac-
nose leaf blight that developed.

In findings recently published 
in Crop Science, Chopra and col-
leagues reported that the anthracnose 
leaf blight symptoms were observed 
on the older and senescent leaves in 
Pennsylvania. 

After they evaluated the results, 
in field and greenhouse tests, the 
performance of the 158 experimental 
lines and commercial hybrids, the 
researchers noted that they discovered 
sources of resistance to anthracnose 
leaf blight.

“Many of those sorghum lines we 
tested had been improved in several 
states in the U.S. and in other parts 
of the world,” Chopra said. “These 
should be useful in breeding programs 
targeted for Pennsylvania and for 
northeastern U.S. climatic conditions. 
Several lines received from ICRISAT 
showed the high level of resistance in 
the field.”

The research was done in prepa-
ration for widespread cultivation of 
sorghum in Pennsylvania, at which 
time anthracnose leaf blight is expect-
ed to become a problem for farmers, 
Chopra said.

“Our study is the first to investigate 
the frequency, diversity and distribu-
tion of Colletotrichum fungi species 

on sorghum in Pennsylvania, and the 
first to look for disease-tolerant strains 
that will grow best in the Northeast,” 

he said. “Our findings will help de-
velop better recommendations for 
sorghum growers so they can manage 

and proactively prevent the buildup 
of inoculum and resulting disease 
outbreaks.”

Sorghum ...
Continued from Page 9

Sorghum accessions were grown in greenhouse and controlled inoculations were performed with different strains of the fungus 
collected from various locations to test the aggressiveness of these fungal strains.

Photo courtesy Surinder Chopra/Penn State
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plished mainly by increasing bag limits 
for hunters in affected areas and occa-
sionally using sharpshooters at night. 
But that approach is hampered by 
expense and the fact that not all hunters 
believe that the wholesale killing of 
deer is a solution. 

“We’re approaching this realisti-
cally. I don’t think we can stop it from 
spreading,” said Brian Eyler, deer 
project leader for the Maryland Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. 

So far, no humans or livestock have 
gotten sick from eating or coming in 
contact with infected deer — unlike 
mad cow disease, to which CWD is 
related. But in one lab experiment, 
monkeys fed a diet of infected meat did 
contract the disease. As a precaution, 
national health officials advise against 
eating venison from a deer found with 
CWD. Some food banks no longer 
accept venison donations. 

“It’s a game changer if it spreads to 
humans,” Eyler said. 

“Based on what we know right now, 
CWD is among the greatest threats 
to the long-term health and stability 
of our deer herd,” was the sobering 
conclusion from a 2018 report by Gray 
Anderson, chief of Virginia’s Wildlife 
Resources Division. “CWD is essen-
tially impossible to eradicate and very 
difficult to manage or contain.” 

The white-tailed deer is the most 
sought-after big game animal in North 
America. Deer hunting is a huge, tra-
ditional pastime and money maker in 
the Bay region.  

Collectively, nearly 4 million hunt-
ers in Pennsylvania, Maryland, New 
York, Virginia and West Virginia took 
to the woods last fall and winter to 
hunt deer with guns, bows and arrows, 
muzzleloaders and crossbows. They 
shot 1.3 million deer that were turned 
into venison for year-round eating or 
donated to food banks. 

Deer hunting pours billions of dol-
lars into local economies. In Pennsyl-
vania alone it has an annual economic 
impact of $1.5 billion, according to 
a 2016 study for the Theodore Roos-
evelt Conservation Partnership. That’s 
not counting money spent by residents 
who feed deer, or photographers and 
others who “shoot” deer only with 
cameras. 

Fallout from CWD is expected to 
reduce the sale of hunting licenses and 
the number of people who advocate for 
hunting. That will in turn pinch state 
game agency budgets, hampering their 
ability to care for and manage wildlife 
in general. 

CWD is thought to be caused by 
malformed or “folded” proteins in the 
animal’s brain, called prions, produced 
in the bodies of white-tailed deer 
and other cervids such as mule deer, 
moose, elk and reindeer/caribou. These 
aberrant proteins pass on the malfor-
mation to normal proteins, spreading 
the condition through the brain. The 
accumulating folded proteins riddle 
the brain tissue with tiny holes, ren-
dering it spongelike and increasingly 
dysfunctional. As the brain impairment 
progresses, it causes health effects 
such as emaciation, but also significant 
behavioral changes — and invariably 
death. 

Scientists say it is possible that 
prion-infected body fluids left behind 
by sick deer can remain viable on the 
ground or other surfaces for years, 
perhaps decades. There is no sign that 
deer are building up a resistance to the 
disease. 

“Many hunters have never seen [an 
obviously] sick deer with CWD. It’s 
hard for them to fathom this clinical 
killer is out there. But [it is]. CWD is 
a death sentence for every deer that 
catches it,” said Richards of the USGS. 
The disease can take up to two years to 
kill an otherwise healthy deer. During 
that time, with associated brain impair-
ment, the animal is much more likely 
to be hit by a car than a hunter’s bullet. 

CWD was first detected in North 
America in a mule deer at a govern-
ment research facility in Colorado in 
1967. Since then, it has spread to 26 
states. 

First detections were found in West 
Virginia and New York in 2005, Vir-
ginia in 2009, Maryland in 2011, and 
Pennsylvania in 2012. Approximately 
717 infected deer have been found in 
Pennsylvania, 403 in West Virginia, 
109 in Virginia and 80 in Maryland. 

Infected deer have been found in 24 
counties in Pennsylvania, nine counties 
in Virginia, five in West Virginia and 
two in Western Maryland. 

Shenandoah National Park in Vir-
ginia has not recorded any CWD deer, 
but it expects to and plans to reduce 
herd sizes on its borders when that 
happens. 

In both Pennsylvania and New 

York, the first cases of CWD were 
found in captive deer. In Pennsylva-
nia especially, fenced private hunting 
preserves and deer farms to supply 
them are big business, with deer be-
ing bought and sold among facilities 
from various states. Thirty captive 
deer facilities in Pennsylvania have 
been found with CWD since 2012. 
Some would like to see this “stocking” 
practice banned, as has happened in 
Virginia and Maryland.  

No method has yet been found to 
detect CWD in live deer. Instead, brain 
matter in hunter-killed and road-killed 
deer are tested, as is that of deer that 
die on captive deer farms.  

In late 2019, Dr. Frank Bastian, a 
neuropathologist then at Louisiana 
State University, announced that he 
had discovered that CWD is not caused 
by prions at all, but rather by a previ-
ously unknown bacterium. He said 
if he had financial support, he could 
develop a vaccine for CWD and that 
mass killings of deer would no longer 
be necessary. 

But wildlife agencies have not em-
braced that theory. In response to Bas-
tian’s claim, the Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies said it supports “the 
overwhelming scientific consensus that 
chronic wasting disease is caused by 
mutated proteins known as prions.” 

Male deer are the most susceptible 
to getting CWD because they tend 
to travel the farthest and their social 
behavior brings them into contact with 
more deer. Killing male deer, therefore, 
is believed to be more effective in con-
trolling transmission. The management 
goal of protecting bucks until they have 

bigger racks, will likely be abandoned 
in infected areas.  

Cooperation from hunters will be 
essential for CWD to be constrained, 
say game managers in the Bay states. 

“The only hope for making things 
better is for hunters to help wildlife 
managers,” Richards said, but he 
added that the effort is undermined by 
misinformation and disinformation. 
“There are a lot of ulterior theories on 
the internet. Many believe there is no 
risk to deer or humans.” 

And killing deer merely to eliminate 
them, not eat them, doesn’t sit well with 
many hunters either, he said. “Hunters 
are unlikely to kill more deer if you 
can’t eat them,” Richards said. 

In Maryland, a ban on feeding and 
baiting deer was withdrawn in one dis-
ease management area “to keep hunters 
engaged,” Eyler noted. 

But wildlife officials from the Bay 
states say that, so far, hunters are step-
ping up to the plate. 

“We can be heroes to society,” said 
Kip Adams, a Pennsylvania resident 
and wildlife biologist with the National 
Deer Association.  

Despite gloomy trends, Bay state 
game officials hold out hope that CWD 
can be minimized, if not eliminated. 

“Is CWD the end of deer hunting? 
I’m going to say no,” Adams said. “We 
must be vigilant to minimize transmis-
sion [in] existing areas and to prevent 
introduction into new areas. But I think 
we can beat this.” 

“The data don’t look promising right 
now,” Richards said, “but I would argue 
you can turn it around — [though] it 
will not be quick.”

Deer ...
Continued from Page 2

Watermelon harvest slightly off, still ‘looking pretty good’
MONTROSS, Va.  —  In Virginians 

might need to wait a little longer for a 
fresh slice of watermelon this summer, 
but they can still expect a flavorful 
fruit.

“We’ve had a lot of rain here that’s 
caused some setbacks,” said Gary Al-
lensworth, a watermelon grower and 
member of the Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation Specialty Crops Advisory 
Committee. “And we had some cool 
weather early, which also caused them 
to be late.”

Allensworth owns and operates Lo-
is’s Produce in Westmoreland County, 

where he grows about 10 acres of wa-
termelon varieties, including yellow 
flesh, orange flesh, Sugar Baby, seed-
less and large seeded watermelons. 

He said a deluge in June dropped 
several inches of rain on his farm in 
one afternoon.

“When it rains that much, water 
ponds up in the fields, and that causes 
issues with the crops,” he explained.

Allensworth typically picks melons 
by July 10, but he expects it will be 
another week before they’re ready to 
harvest. 

Although it’s delayed, he said the 

crop is on par with previous years.
“They’re coming,” he said. “And 

they’ll be good when they get here.”
In souther n Virginia ,  David 

Langston, a plant pathologist at the 
Tidewater Agricultural Research and 
Extension Center, said area farmers 
report their watermelons are “looking 
pretty good.

“We had some reduced growth 
earlier in the season,” he said, “but 
the crops have come along since then.”

Langston attributes the reduced 
growth and slight delays to May’s 
dry weather, which impacted the 

beginning of the growing season. 
He added that growers also expect to 
start picking by the end of July, and 
“they’ll continue picking right up to 
Labor Day.”

Watermelons are grown throughout 
Virginia, but primarily in the southern 
and eastern parts of the state. Accord-
ing to the USDA’s 2017 Census of 
Agriculture, the state’s farmers grew 
773 acres of watermelon on 338 farms.

Sweet and juicy, watermelons are 

See WATERMELON
Page 20
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Environmental 
EPA Heavy Metals & Mercury Analysis 
 
Confirmed Quality, Fast Turnaround & Fair Pricing 
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ANNAPOLIS, Md. — Cantaloupe 
Maryland farmers who are enrolled 
in the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) and Conservation Reserve En-
hancement Program (CREP) with con-
tracts due to expire on Sept. 30, 2021, 
now have the opportunity to transition 
to a 30-year contract option through 
the USDA Clean Lakes, Estuaries, 
And Rivers initiative (CLEAR30). To 
encourage participation, the Maryland 
Department of Agriculture  is offering 
a one-time bonus payment of $1,000/
acre as an incentive for CLEAR30-ap-

proved contracts in Maryland.
The CLEAR30 initiative provides 

an opportunity for Maryland produc-
ers to receive incentives for a 30-year 
commitment to water quality practices 
on their land, building on their orig-
inal 10- to 15-year CRP and CREP 
contracts.

“With CLEAR30, Maryland pro-
ducers now have the opportunity to 
commit to water quality improvement 
practices that will be implemented for 
the next 30 years,” said Agriculture 
Secretary Joe Bartenfelder. “Having 

these practices in place long term will 
help Maryland decrease runoff, and 
help our state meet our Chesapeake 
Bay goals.”

MDA’s bonus payment of $1,000/
acre will be eligible on accepted 
CLEAR30 contracts except for grass 
waterways and contour grass strips. 

Current CRP and CREP enrollees 
with contracts expiring before Sept. 
30, 2021, must apply with a local 
USDA Service Center before Aug. 6, 
2021. Farmers interested in MDA’s 
$1,000/acre signup bonus, should 

contact their local soil conservation 
district before Aug. 6, 2021.

“The benefits of CLEAR30 enroll-
ment and the additional bonus pay-
ment from the department, makes this 
opportunity a win-win for Maryland 
farmers and the environment,” said 
Sec. Bartenfelder.

For more information on CLEAR30, 
visit the USDA Farm Service Agency 
website. For questions or details on 
MDA’s bonus payment, please contact 
Alisha Mulkey at alisha.mulkey@
maryland.gov.

MDA offering one-time bonus for conservation program

Watermelon ...
Continued from Page 19

92-percent water, so they provide a 
hydrating boost along with vitamins 
A, C and B6. When selecting a water-
melon at a farm stand or in a grocery 
store, the National Watermelon Pro-
motion Board suggests looking for 
one that is firm and free from cuts and 
bruises, and lifting it up to test its heft. 

A ripe watermelon should be heavy. 
Finally, turn the watermelon and 

look for a creamy yellow patch — also 
called the ground spot — where it sat 
on the ground and ripened in the sun.

to trigger the reaction.
Finding the right elements or cat-

alysts to create an efficient chemical 
reaction was the primary challenge. 

The UT team used nitrate, instead 
of the typical nitrogen, to bond with 
carbon dioxide. And the catalyst solu-
tion is composed of indium hydroxide 
nanomaterials.

This highly efficient nanomaterial 
electrocatalyst has “high selectivity,” 
Yu said, meaning it produces only 
what the researchers want it to pro-
duce, not a bunch of byproducts. And 
it creates a higher yield of urea than 
previous attempts using electroca-
talysis.

“It takes much less energy to break 
the bonds of nitrate, compared to 
nitrogen, and that helps produce a lot 
higher yield of urea,” Yu said.

Yu sees this formula as applicable 
to large- and small-scale uses. 

Electrocatalytic devices could be 
operated by individuals and sold to in-
dividual farms so they could generate 
their own urea for soil. 

And the hope is to provide alterna-
tive solutions to large-scale industrial 
processes to reduce energy use, which 
can play a role in a more sustainable 
future as the population and demand 
for urea will surely grow.

Next steps in this process involve 
improving further the yield and selec-
tivity, as well as a prototype device 
that can scale up production. 

And the research team is trying 
to find a way to power the process 
using solar energy rather than direct 
electricity.

Element ...
Continued from Page 15
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I can’t stand being told what to 
do. 

I’ve been that way all my life. 
I can’t work for other people and 

that worked out just fine because no 
one has ever wanted too desperately 
to hire me.

 I’ve never handled people with 
authority well and that’s why for 
the past 40 years I’ve been self-
employed and believe me, there’s 
been several times I felt like firing 
myself. 

I haven’t filled out a resume 
in 45 years, never taken a day of 

unemployment, and I’ve never run 
out of work.

I started my career early in life 
mowing lawns, delivering papers and 

dusting furniture for my Grandpa in 
his furniture shop, all before I was 
12. 

By far, my Grandpa was the best 
boss I ever had. 

He gave me a shiny silver dollar 
every Friday and I sure wish I’d 
have kept them.

I worked in the oil fields for 
three summers to help self-finance 
my college education and I did 
have a good boss one summer who 
everyone called Timmy. 

He was a quiet and elderly gent 
who was about 5 and a half feet tall 

and built like a piece of rebar — and 
just as strong.

 Timmy was the only boss in the 
oilfields who seemed interested in 
teaching me things. 

I had been on similar A-frame 
trucks with other bosses in other 
summers but mostly what those 
bosses did was try to stay out of 
radio range of the big boss so he 
wouldn’t know my boss was taking 
a nap or “reading” a magazine full of 

See PITTS
Page 24

Guebert ...
Continued from Page 6

It was every fair board’s night-
mare when the lightnin’ hit the stage.

Course, it might have been ex-
pected; it was just another page

In a trail of disasters that befell 
our county fair

That began when Dr. Knockwurst 
told us we should be aware

That a stomatitis outbreak might 
shut down the rodeo

Not to mention all the entries in 
the Junior Livestock Show.

Then the week before we opened 

they began to excavate
Down the center of the highway 

that runs up to the main gate.

Of course, they hit a waterline. 
We were Lake Louise by dawn.

But no water in the spigots in the 
barns or in the john.

So we planned on shuttle parking 
using pontoons and canoes

But we finally wound up asking 
folks to just take off their shoes.

And the carnival got testy ‘cause 
we couldn’t build a bridge

Plus the vendors all were grum-
blin’ due to decreased patronage 

But the tractor pull went OK ‘cept 
they pulled a light pole down 

Which played havoc with the 
dog trials when two handlers almost 
drowned.

On the morning of the last night 
the promoter called to say

That the singer had a sore throat 
and could not perform, no way.

But by noon it didn’t matter 

Genetically unemployable

‘IT’S THE 
PITTS’

By LEE PITTS

ON THE 
EDGE OF 

COMMON 
SENSE

By BAXTER BLACK

The fair board

See BLACK
Page 24

ly podcast hosted by Moss featured 
two, Patrick Robinette who owns 
Micro Summit Processors in Micro, 
N.C., and Mike Callicrate, a rancher 
and owner of Ranch Foods Direct of 
St. Francis, Kan. 

Both have had long, painful deal-
ings with meatpackers.

“When I started feeding cattle 
in 1978,” Callicrate relates, “I had 
20 nearby packers ... and 65 to 70 
percent of the consumer dollar came 
back to the cattle producer. Early last 
summer” — after decades of meat-
packer consolidation — “that fell to 
27 percent.” 

That collapse means a “massive 
extraction of wealth from the farmer 
and rancher.”

It also had a huge impact on the 
local and regional economies. 

As four packers came to domi-
nate the national meat scene, “We 
saw our regional food system simply 
disappear because almost all of our 
local business was gone.” 

Robinette, 1,500 miles away in 
North Carolina, agrees; today’s 
heavily concentrated, deeply inte-
grated food system “has no path-
ways… to accommodate small 
producers.”

And transnational meatpackers 
aren’t the only problem; an evermore 
monolithic USDA is a growing head-
ache, also.

“Often USDA is confrontational,” 
says Robinette who deals with feder-

al meat inspectors daily. “They’d be 
happier if they could turn us into the 
next Tyson” because they can deal 
with big; it’s what they are trained to 
do. Small, however, confounds them.

That’s especially true when it 
comes to country of origin labeling, 
or COOL, say the local producers. 

Hard as it is to believe, the USDA 
still opposes COOL because — 
as Secretary of Agriculture Tom 
Vilsack has claimed — labeling 
U.S. meat violates several free trade 
agreements.

That stance, however, gives mul-
tinational packers license to source 
meat from dozens of nations, have it 
stamped “USDA Inspected,” and sell 
it to an unknowing American public 
as U.S.-grown meat while deeply 
undermining American ranchers and 
farmers like Callicrate and Robi-
nette.

Vilsack is now talking about a la-
bel that reads “Product of the USA,” 
but Callicrate and Robinette are 
leery of Big Meat’s lobbying muscle.

Which goes back to Moss’s 
integrated public policy approach to 
make the Biden initiative bite: The 
courts, the regulators, Congress, and 
the farm and ranching public all have 
to do their share of lifting if there’s 
any chance for all to be lifted.

* * *
(Editor’s note: Readers are 

invited to reach Alan Guebert at 
agcomm@farmandfoodfile.com 
or write us at editorial@ameri-
canfarm.com. Mr. Guebert’s views 
are his own and do not necessarily 
reflect those of American Farm 
Publications.)

NEED MORE $$$$NEED MORE $$$$
IN YOUR POCKET??IN YOUR POCKET??

GRO-MORGRO-MOR
Plant Food Company, Inc.Plant Food Company, Inc.

Can you afford to guess when it comes to feeding your crops, corn, soybeans, alfalfa,
small grains and produce? GRO-MORGRO-MOR has the programs that produce PROFITS.

Corn 7-21-7, 10-10-10, 9-18-9, 5-15-15 • Alfalfa and Beans 5-15-15 • Add 5-15-15-
with Your Roundup Ready Spray

CUSTOMERS REPORT INCREASED YIELDS OF 7 TO 15 BUSHEL!
Sulfur available for all analysis. * Environmentally Safe.

We use only 100% Orthophosphoric Acid.
Call For Our Spring Prices.

281 Farmland Road, Leola, PA 17540-9503
Telephone: 717-656-4166 • Toll Free: 800-322-0060

(Member of Dunn & Brad and BBB)
Check Our Web Page for More Information:

WWW.GRO-MOR.COM •WWW.GRO-MOR.COM • DEALERSHIPS AVAILABLE.DEALERSHIPS AVAILABLE.
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AUCTIONS

WEEKLY BASIS - JULY 23  

Commodity Price Basis

Scoular - Windsor, VA 
Soybeans $14.26  70.00
Wheat                  $6.45       0.00

Laurel Grain Company - Laurel, DE
Corn   $6.58      100.00
Soybeans $13.83     30.00
Wheat                  $6.37      -65.00

Smithfield Grain- East - Waverly, VA
Corn  $6.19 60.00
Wheat                  $6.29      70.00

Triple-M-Farms - Lebanon, PA
Corn  $6.88    125.00
Soybeans $13.87  .35.00

Commodity Price Basis

Kalmbach Feeds - Shippensburg, PA
Corn  $6.82       120.00

Associated Grain, Inc. - Exmore, VA
Corn  $7.08   25.00

PA Grain Processing, Clearfield, PA
Corn  $6.77        115.00

The Mennel Milling Co - West Point, VA
Corn  $5.53   -5.00
Soybeans $14.28      75.00
Wheat  $6.63   -30.00

Augusta Farmers Coop- Weyers Cave, VA
Soybeans $14.70    -60.00
Corn  $6.58 0.00

Down 2 %
BROILER REPORT

Broiler growers in the United States weekly program placed 
186 million chicks for meat production during the week ending 
July 17, 2021, down 2 % from a year ago. Cumulative place-
ments from the week ending January 9, 2021 through July 17, 
2021 for the United States were 5.24 billion. 

Cumulative placements were up 1% from the same period a 
year earlier.

HOLLERING HILL 
LIVESTOCK 

AUCTION 
NATHALIE, VA 
JUNE 15, 2021

STAUNTON 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

STAUNTON, VA 
JULY 16, 2021

ABINGDON TRI STATE 
LIVESTOCK 

AUCTION
 ABINGDON, VA 

JULY 16, 2021

DILLS LIVESTOCK 
AUCTION 

DOVER, DE 
JULY 21, 2021

MIDDLEBURG 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

MIDDLEBURG, PA 
JULY 20, 2021

CATTLE
Holstein, feeders .62-.89
Bull Calf BH 45.00
Jersey, feeders 
500-1000 lbs. .76-.90
250-500 lbs. .65-1.00
HOGS
Pigs
20-40 lbs. BH 30.00-50.00
Pot belly pigs
BH 2.00-10.00
SHEEP
Old ewes 100.00-125.00
Lambs
Good BH 112.00-265.00
Rough BH 70.00-75.00
GOATS
Small Nanny BH 90.00-
105.00
Med. Nanny BH 125.00-
132.00
Large Nanny BH 150.00-
205.00
Small Billy BH 65.00-100.00
Med. Billy BH 102.00-
190.00
Large Billy BH 237.00-
400.00
Wethers BH 45.00
POULTRY
Large Roosters 7.00-45.00
Hens .25-45.00
Banty Hens 1.00-10.00
Hens w/ chicks 10.00-30.00
Muscovy Drakes 4.50
Call Ducks 7.00-15.00
Other Ducks 5.00-22.00
Turkey Gobbler 22.00
Turkey Hen 12.00-30.00
Pheasants 8.00-12.00
Quail 1.00-4.00
Barn Pigeons 2.00
Guineas 18.00-23.00
Baby Ducks 3.00-7.50
Baby Chicks .50
Baby Guineas .50-7.00
Baby Turkeys 5.00-20.00
RABBITS
Small .50-11.00
Medium 3.00-5.00
Large 4.00-13.00
EGGS
Hatching Eggs 1.00-6.00
HAY
Good 5.75-6.25
Fair 1.25-2.00

Feeder Cattle   535 head
Feeder Steers   200 head
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
200- 300          200.00
300- 400   157.00-162.00
400- 500   151.00-170.00
500- 600   145.00-152.00
600- 700   130.50-151.00
700- 800   132.00-148.00
800- 900   129.00-136.00
900-1000   128.00-133.00
1000-1100          100.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
200- 300          180.00
300- 400   162.50-171.00
400- 500          149.00
500- 600   137.00-143.00
600- 700          149.00

700- 800   112.00-138.00
800- 900          125.00
900-1000          120.00
Feeder Holstein Steers   10 
head
Feeder Holstein Steers Large 
2-3
300- 400          105.50
600- 700           90.50
1100+           67.00
Feeder Heifers   
250 head
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
200- 300          177.50
300- 400   141.00-157.00
400- 500   136.00-149.00
500- 600   122.00-141.00
600- 700   113.00-130.50
700- 800   127.00-131.00
800- 900    80.00-120.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
200- 300   172.50-195.00
300- 400   134.00-139.00
400- 500   125.00-142.00
500- 600   127.00-134.00
600- 700   104.00-130.00
700- 800   116.00-127.00
800- 900           74.00
Feeder Bulls   
75 head
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
200- 300          150.00
300- 400          145.00
400- 500   154.00-162.00
500- 600   114.00-143.00
600- 700   116.00-135.00
700- 800          122.50
800- 900          114.00
900-1000          100.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
300- 400          121.00
400- 500   121.00-149.00
500- 600   121.00-149.00
600- 700   119.00-135.00
700- 800   110.00-124.50
800- 900     88.00-98.00
Slaughter Cattle   
142 head
Slaughter Cows   113 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
850-1200     57.00-63.00
1200-1600     62.00-70.00
Slaughter Cows Breaker High 
Yielding
1200-1600     76.00-78.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     53.00-62.00
1200-2000     63.00-68.00
Slaughter Cows Boner High 
Yielding
1200-2000     73.00-74.00
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90% 
Lean
750- 850     48.00-52.00
850-1200     49.00-60.00
Slaughter Bulls   29 head
Slaughter Bulls YG 1-2
1000-1500     72.00-87.00
1500-2500     85.00-95.00
Slaughter Bulls High Yielding
1000-1500    92.00-100.00
1500-2500     96.00-98.00
Cows Returned To Farm   2 
head
Medium and Large 1, 4-7 
years old
1000-1050   600.00-900.00 
per head
Cows With Calves At Side   2 
pair
Medium and Large 1, 3-6 
years old with calves 125-400 
lbs
1000-1200 1075.00-1375.00 
per pair

Feeder Cattle   478 head
Feeder Steers   276 head
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
300- 400   139.00-165.00
400- 500   139.00-162.00
500- 600   141.00-159.00
600- 700   139.00-155.00
700- 800   138.00-149.50
800- 900   140.00-144.50
900-1000          145.25
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
300- 400   127.00-135.00
400- 500   143.00-153.00
500- 600   143.00-151.00
600- 700   132.00-153.00
700- 800          122.00
800- 900          125.00
900-1000   120.00-131.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 3
400- 500          117.00
Feeder Steers Small 1
400- 500    81.00-101.00
500- 600          120.00
Feeder Heifers   154 head
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
300- 400   133.00-140.00
400- 500   128.00-134.00
500- 600   127.00-135.00
600- 700   119.00-130.00
700- 800   109.00-112.00
800- 900          120.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2

300- 400          118.00
400- 500   121.00-131.50
500- 600   120.00-132.00
600- 700   115.00-126.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 3
300- 400   108.00-112.00
400- 500          115.00
600- 700          110.00
Feeder Heifers Small 1
400- 500    95.00-119.00
500- 600          109.00
600- 700          110.00
Feeder Bulls   48 head
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
300- 400          139.00
400- 500   146.00-150.00
500- 600   139.00-142.00
600- 700   130.00-134.00
700- 800   105.00-124.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
300- 400          149.00
400- 500   127.00-138.00
500- 600   125.00-137.00
600- 700          130.00
700- 800          115.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 3
300- 400          120.00
500- 600   110.00-114.00
Feeder Bulls Small 1
400- 500          107.00
500- 600          110.00
Slaughter Cattle   34 head
Slaughter Cows   31 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
850-1200     62.00-63.00
1200-1600     65.00-70.00
Slaughter Cows Breaker High 
Yielding
1200-1600           72.00

Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     55.00-65.00
1200-2000     59.50-64.50
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90% 
Lean
750- 850     57.00-61.00
Slaughter Bulls   3 head
Slaughter Bulls YG 1-2
1500-2500    87.00-100.00

CATTLE 
Cows, per pound
Good .45-.51
Poor .20
Family 710.00
Feeders, per pound
500-1000 lbs. .50-1.56
250-500 lbs. .75-1.56
Calves, by the head
Good Bull 60.00-100.00
Good 20.00-55.00
Rough 1.00-10.00
Per pound 
150-249 lbs. .87
HOGS
Sows, per pound 
Heavy/Light .03-.40
210-250 lbs. .50-.88
PIGS
By the head
Small 25.00
Medium 55.00
GOATS
By the head
Stag 150.00
Nanny 55.00-270.00
Billy 97.00-210.00

SHEEP
Per pound 
Ewes .35-2.20
Rams 1.00-2.55
Wethers 1.95
POULTRY
Baby Chicks .25-10.00
Large Roosters 4.00-22.00
Old Hens 1.00-8.00
Banty Roosters 2.00-8.00
Banty Hens 2.00-12.00
Call Ducks 16.00-19.00
Other Ducks 3.00-34.00
Turkeys 15.00-30.00
Geese 18.00-24.00
Pheasants 3.00-10.00
Quail 4.00-7.00
Barn Pigeons 4.00-7.00
Fancy Pigeons 4.50-8.00
RABBITS
Small 2.00-50.00
Medium 2.50-10.00
Large 4.00-8.00
EGGS
Small .50-1.00
Medium 1.00-1.50
Large 1.00-2.00
HAY
Good 5.00-6.25
Fair 2.00-4.00
Rough .50-1.00
Round Bales 10.00-48.00
HORSES
1,500-1,150

Slaughter Steers: 
High Choice and Prime 2-3  
1300-1635 lbs 128.00-131.00. 
Choice 2-3  
1230-1540 lbs 119.00-127.00. 
Select 2-3  
815-1520 lbs 104.00-117.00.
Slaughter Holstein Steers: 
High Choice and Prime 2-3  
1375-1645 lbs 102.00-112.50. 
Choice 2-3  
1330-1675 lbs 92.00-98.00. 
Select 2-3  
1155-1565 lbs 82.00-83.00.
Slaughter Heifers: 
High Choice and Prime 2-3   
1170-1325 lbs 121.00-127.00. 
Choice 2-3  
1100-1230 lbs 114.00-120.00. 
Select 2-3  
1520-1610 lbs 94.00-107.00.    
Slaughter Cows:  
Premium Wt         70-75       
68.00-70.00   
Breakers           75-80       
64.00-68.00   
Boners             80-85       
58.00-63.00   
63.00-71.00   
Lean               85-90       
48.00-55.50  
37.00-45.00  
Slaughter Bulls: 
Yield Grade 1  
905-1545 lbs 78.00-90.00. 
High Dress
1250-1505 lbs 90.00-100.00. 
Low Dress  
890-2210 lbs 65.00-78.00.
Feeder Cattle: All prices per 
cwt.
***This week was Feeder 
Cattle Sale. Look for the 
report under Middleburg
Feeder Cattle Sale on the 
website.*** 
Steers:
Dairy Breed Steers: 
Dairy Breed Heifers: 
Heifers:
Bulls:
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AUCTIONS

GREENCASTLE
LIVESTOCK AUCTION

GREENCAST, PA 
JULY 19, 2021

NEW HOLLAND SALES 
STABLES

 NEW HOLLAND, PA 
JULY 16, 2021

Want to see an 
auction that 

isn’t listed?  Call 
Emily and let 

her know!  

(800) 634-5021

Compared to last week hol-
stein bull calves sold 15.00-
25.00 lower. 
All prices per cwt.  
Holstein Bull Calves: 
Number 1  
95-120 lbs 90.00-120.00; 
85-90 lbs 50.00-60.00. 
Number 2  
95-120 lbs 60.00-75.00; 
85-90 lbs 40.00-55.00. 
Number 3  
70-115 lbs  25.00-30.00. 
Utility 70-90 lbs 5.00-10.00. 
Holstein Heifer Calves: 
80-95 lbs 20.00-45.00
Beef Type Bulls and Heifers: 
No Market Test.
Holstein/Angus Cross: 
70-105 lbs 170.00-235.00.
Slaughter Hogs: Compared to 
last week slaughter hogs sold 
5.00-7.00 higher. Colored 
hogs sold 5.00 higher. Sows 
sold 
8.00-10.00 higher. All prices 
per cwt.
Barrows and Gilts:  
52-56 percent lean 
250-300 lbs 87.00-102.00. 
48-52 percent lean 
250-300 lbs 85.00-92.00; 
350-400 lbs 58.00-78.00. 
Colored Hogs: 52-56 percent 
lean 
250-300 lbs 92.00-102.00.
Sows: Good 1-2  
300-500 lbs 54.00-64.00; 
500-700 lbs 54.00-69.00.
Utility: 300-600 lbs 10.00-
30.00.
Boars: 200-300 lbs 70.00; 
500-700 lbs 2.00.
Roasters: 120-140 lbs 72.00-
125.00.
Feeder Pigs:  Sold by the head 
on estimated weights.
US 1-2:  40-60 lbs 65.00-
82.00; 
60-80 lbs 90.00-97.00.
US 2:  20-40 lbs 45.00-70.00; 
60-80 lbs 65.00.
Utility: 15-20 lbs 10.00-
35.00.
Slaughter Sheep:  All prices 
per cwt.  
Lambs: Choice 1-3  
20-40 lbs 205.00-255.00; 
40-60 lbs 240.00-270.00; 
60-80 lbs 225.00-260.00; 
80-100 lbs 250.00-280.00; 
100-120 lbs 250.00-270.00.
Yearlings: 100-200 lbs 
210.00.
Ewes: 
Good 1-3 
80-180 lbs 115.00-155.00.
Utility: 
80-150 lbs 80.00-100.00.
Rams: 
Good 1-3  
150-250 lbs 105.00-145.00.
Slaughter Goats:  Sold per 
head on estimated weights.  
Kids: Selection 1   
20-40 lbs 115.00; 
60-80 lbs 250.00; 
80-100 lbs 260.00-295.00.
Selection 2  
15-20 lbs; 
20-40 lbs 80.00-105.00; 
40-60 lbs 120.00-160.00; 
60-80 lbs 160.00-190.00. 
Selection 3  
15-20 lbs 35.00-45.00; 
40-60 lbs 140.00-180.00.
Nannies: Selection 1  
130-200 lbs 250.00-310.00. 
Selection 2  
80-130 lbs 145.00-220.00;
130-200 lbs 255.00-290.00. 
Selection 3  

80-130 lbs 145.00.
Billies: Selection 1  
100-150 lbs 315.00; 
150-250 lbs 490.00. 
Selection 2  
100-150 lbs 190.00.
Selection 3  
100-150 lbs 170.00.
Whethers: Selection 2  
100-150 lbs 250.00.

Slaughter Steers: 
High Choice and Prime 2-3  
1412-1790 lbs 124.00-132.00.
Choice 2-3  
1422-1710 lbs 118.00-125.00. 
Select 2-3  
1122-1786 lbs 104.00-118.00.
 Slaughter Holstein Steers: 
High Choice and Prime 2-3  
1496-1666 lbs 104.00-111.00. 
Choice 2-3  
1482-1712 lbs 95.00-106.00. 
Select 2-3  
1114-1502 lbs 79.00-85.00.
Slaughter Heifers: 
High Choice and Prime 2-3  
1394-1468 lbs 124.00-125.00. 
Choice 2-3  
1284-1606 lbs 114.00-119.00. 
Select 2-3  
1248 lbs 107.00.
Slaughter Cows:
Premium White      65-75       
74.00-75.00    
Breakers           75-80       
65.00-72.00   
Boners             80-85       
59.00-65.50    
65.50-77.00    
Lean               85-90       
47.00-59.00    
64.00-65.00     
27.00-37.00
Slaughter Bulls: Yield Grade 
1  
1056-2066 lbs 78.00-95.00. 
High Dress 
1720-2028 lbs 95.00-108.00. 
Low Dress 1122 lbs 68.50.
Feeder Cattle:  All prices per 
cwt.
Steers: Medium and Large 2  
600-700 lbs 92.50.
Holstein Steers: 
Large 3  
200-300 lbs 75.00-97.50; 
350-450 lbs 80.00-110.00; 
500-600 lbs 71.00-94.00; 
600-650 lbs 86.00; 
800-900 lbs 85.00-98.00.
Heifers: Medium and Large 1  
200-300 lbs 132.50-145.00; 
300-350 lbs 105.00; 
450-550 lbs 115.00-121.00; 
600-650 lbs 115.00. 
Medium and Large 2  200-
250 lbs 
105.00; 550-600 lbs 107.00.
Bulls: Medium and Large 1  
200-300 lbs 132.50-165.00; 
400-500 lbs 127.50-140.00; 
500-550 lbs 115.00; 
700-800 lbs 116.00-125.00. 
Medium and Large 2  
350-400 lbs 75.00; 
700-800 lbs 96.00-100.00; 
850-900 lbs 90.00.
Return to Farm Calves: Com-
pared to last week holstein 
bull calves sold 
20.00-25.00 lower. All prices 
per cwt.
Holstein Bull Calves:  
Number 1  
96-120 lbs 100.00-135.00; 

84-94 lbs 55.00-90.00. 
Number 2  
96-120 lbs 100.00-110.00; 
84-94 lbs 40.00-65.00.
Number 3  
78-120 lbs 25.00-50.00. 
Utility 70-100 lbs 5.00-15.00.
Holstein Heifer Calves:  
80-120 lbs 15.00-35.00.
Beef Type Calves Bulls/
Heifers: 
80-100 lbs 220.00-340.00.
Slaughter Hogs:  No Market 
Test.
Feeder Pigs: No Market Test.
Slaughter Sheep:  All Prices 
per cwt.
Lambs: Choice 1-3  
20-40 lbs 245.00; 
40-60 lbs 285.00-305.00; 
60-80 lbs 245.00-300.00; 
80-100 lbs 270.00-290.00; 
100-120 lbs 250.00-295.00; 
120-140 lbs 225.00-270.00.
Yearlings: No Market Test.
Ewes: Good 1-3  
100-200 lbs 110.00-160.00.
Rams: 150-250 lbs 120.00-
195.00
Slaughter Goats:  All Prices 
per head.
Kids: Selection 1  
20-40 lbs 75.00-150.00; 
40-60 lbs 145.00-200.00; 
60-80 lbs 225.00-275.00; 
80-100 lbs 305.00-320.00. 
Selection 2  
20-40 lbs 95.00.
Nannies: Selection 1  
80-130 lbs 215.00-230.00; 
130-180 lbs 260.00-290.00. 
Selection 2  
80-130 lbs 195.00-230.00; 
130-200 lbs 255.00. 
Selection 3  
80-130 lbs 145.00.
Billies: Selection 1  
100-150 lbs 315.00-390.00; 
150-250 lbs 415.00. 
Selection 2  
100-150 lbs 155.00-225.00; 
150-250 lbs 335.00-385.00.
Wethers: Selection 1  
100-150 lbs 275.00; 
150-250 lbs 480.00. 
Selection 2  
100-150 lbs 205.00.

SLAUGHTER CATTLE
STEERS - Choice and Prime 
3-4 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range 
Avg Wt Price Range 
Avg Price Dressing 
15 1315-1640 
1537 124.50-127.00 
125.78  Average 
50 1380-1675 
1532 126.00-129.00 
127.43  Average Non-Tra-
ditional
26 1190-1645 
1481 129.00-136.00 
132.39  High Non-Tra-
ditional
2 1600-1680 
1640 121.00-122.00 
121.51  Low 
14 1425-1675 
1523 123.00-125.00 
124.37  Low Non-Tra-
ditional
STEERS - Choice 2-3 (Per 
Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range 
Avg Wt Price Range 

Avg Price Dressing 
53 1140-1625 
1357 116.00-124.00 
120.88  Average 
77 1125-1805 
1388 117.00-127.00 
122.20  Average Non-Tra-
ditional
2 1340-1345 
1343 125.00-127.00 
126.00  High 
10 1137-1445 
1289 113.00-117.00 
114.79  Low 
16 1205-1625 
1371 112.00-117.00 
114.45  Low Non-Tra-
ditional
STEERS - Select 2-3 (Per 
Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range 
Avg Wt Price Range 
Avg Price Dressing 
2 1368 1368 
114.00 114.00  Average 
14 845-1650 1088 
103.00-110.00 106.99  
Average Non-Traditional
1 1470 1470 
94.00 94.00  Low 
Non-Traditional
DAIRY STEERS - Choice 
and Prime 3-4 (Per Cwt / 
Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range 
Avg Wt Price Range 
Avg Price Dressing 
1 1545 1545 
103.00 103.00  Average 
DAIRY STEERS - Choice 
2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range 
Avg Wt Price Range 
Avg Price Dressing 
1 1400 1400 
105.00 105.00  Average 
6 995-1370 1158 
94.00-101.00 97.57  
Average Non-Traditional
6 1060-1510 
1243 105.00-111.00 
109.24  High Non-Tra-
ditional
1 1365 1365 
92.00 92.00  Low 
Non-Traditional
DAIRY STEERS - Select 2-3 
(Per Cwt / Actual Wt
Head Wt Range 
Avg Wt Price Range 
Avg Price Dressing 
10 950-1370 1227 
87.00-94.00 89.58  
Average Non-Traditional
3 1055-1205 
1135 97.00-106.00 
100.34  High Non-Tra-
ditional
3 925-2183 1764 
84.00-85.00 84.17  
Low Non-Traditional
HEIFERS - Choice 2-3 (Per 
Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range 
Avg Wt Price Range 
Avg Price Dressing 
6 1025-1137 
1081 113.00-116.00 
114.42  Average 
5 1350-1478 
1438 112.50-117.00 
113.74  Average Non-Tra-
ditional
1 1445 1445 
107.00 107.00  Low 
Non-Traditional
HEIFERS - Select 2-3 (Per 
Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range 
Avg Wt Price Range 
Avg Price Dressing 
6 790-1550 1092 
73.00-80.00 77.95  

Average Non-Traditional
1 875 875 
106.00 106.00  High 
Non-Traditional
COWS - Breaker 75-80%  
(Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range 
Avg Wt Price Range 
Avg Price Dressing 
34 1455-1895 
1637 63.00-70.00 
66.74  Average 
16 1455-2060 
1671 69.00-77.00 
72.14  High 
15 1355-1715 
1542 52.00-63.50 
58.22  Low 
COWS - Boner 80-85%  (Per 
Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range 
Avg Wt Price Range 
Avg Price Dressing 
20 1105-1500 
1344 61.00-68.00 
64.13  Average 
4 1285-1475 
1366 68.00-73.00 
69.93  High 
23 975-1425 1250 
52.00-59.50 56.73  
Low 
COWS - Lean 85-90%  (Per 
Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range 
Avg Wt Price Range 
Avg Price Dressing 
26 875-1475 1159 
50.00-61.00 54.46  
Average 
12 750-1435 1205 
41.00-51.00 45.26  
Low 
6 930-1395 1190 
32.00-40.00 35.40  
Very Low 
BULLS -  1 (Per Cwt / Actual 
Wt)
Head Wt Range 
Avg Wt Price Range 
Avg Price Dressing 
35 775-2050 1315 
94.00-108.00 100.74  
Average Non-Traditional
23 1020-1750 
1393 108.00-118.00 
114.09  High Non-Tra-
ditional
13 835-1625 1054 
80.00-92.00 85.88  
Low Non-Traditional
BULLS -  1-2 (Per Cwt / 
Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range 
Avg Wt Price Range 
Avg Price Dressing 
2 1980-2180 
2080 94.00-97.00 
95.57  Average Heavy 
Weight
27 890-1760 1407 
88.00-98.00 93.30  
Average Non-Traditional
1 2220 2220 
93.00 93.00  High 
Heavy Weight
16 1065-1880 
1489 96.00-110.00 
102.65  High Non-Tra-
ditional
17 735-1640 1047 
72.00-88.00 82.33  
Low Non-Traditional
DAIRY HEIFERS - Choice 
and Prime 3-4 (Per Cwt / 
Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range 
Avg Wt Price Range 
Avg Price Dressing 
2 1190-1625 
1408 96.00-105.00 
99.80  Average Non-Tra-
ditional

1 1515 1515 
92.00 92.00  Low 
Non-Traditional
DAIRY HEIFERS - Choice 
2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range 
Avg Wt Price Range 
Avg Price Dressing 
2 1335-1480 
1408 99.00 99.00  
Average 
8 1180-1340 
1261 95.00-98.00 
95.97  Average Non-Tra-
ditional
1 1730 1730 
80.00 80.00  Low 
3 1485-1520 
1508 86.00-87.00 
86.67  Low Non-Tra-
ditional
DAIRY HEIFERS - Select 
2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range 
Avg Wt Price Range 
Avg Price Dressing 
4 1125-1285 
1193 80.00-87.00 
84.05  Average Non-Tra-
ditional
12 725-1150 940 
93.00-103.00 98.01  
High Non-Traditional
2 1015-1420 
1218 76.00-78.00 
76.83  Low Non-Tra-
ditional
FEEDER DAIRY CALVES
BULLS - Number 1  (Per Cwt 
/ Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range 
Avg Wt Price Range 
Avg Price 
4 80-85 84 
50.00-100.00 65.22  
2 85 85 
300.00-315.00 307.50  
Beef Cross
9 90-95 93 
90.00-145.00 124.85  
3 95 95 
250.00-270.00 263.33  
Beef Cross
8 100-105 103 
110.00-135.00 121.68  
4 100-105 103 
260.00-285.00 273.78  
Beef Cross
3 110 110 
132.00-165.00 143.00  
1 110 110 
265.00 265.00  Beef 
Cross
1 125 125 
120.00 120.00  
1 130 130 
90.00 90.00  
Cross



 24            July 27, 2021, The Delmarva Farmer

For dates of July 16-22

High and low temperatures are reported in degrees measured in Fahrenheit. 
Precipitation measurements are reported in inches fallen for the given week.

 WEATHER WATCHERS

(Key: Reports, in order, are: High temperature; Low temperature; and Rain total for the week)(Key: Reports, in order, are: High temperature; Low temperature; and Rain total for the week)

Andy Highland
New Midway, Md.
96, 57, 0.81

MAEF Headquarters
Havre de Grace
91, 64, 0.15

Bill Grantham
Kearneysville, W.Va.
93, 60, 0.97

Kathy Ostrowski-Morris
Churchton, Md.
No Report

Bruce Bradley
Huntingtown, Md.
93, 65, 1.16

Richard Colburn
Cambridge, Md.
93, 66, 0.15

Kevin George
Easton, Md.
97, 66, 1.34

Jan Shriver
Reedville, Va.
No Report

Henry Bergfelter
Vernon, Del.
97, 62, 0.50

Allen Beachy
Lincoln, Del.
99, 60, 0.20

 2021 PHOTO CONTEST ENTRY

Next reports due oN 
Friday, July 30 (by 10 a.m.).

Send ag-related photos to The Delmarva Farmer Photo Contest, Attn: “DF PHOTO CONTEST 
2021” P.O. Box 2026 Easton, MD 21601, or e-mail them to editorial@americanfarm.com. (in 
a .JPG or .EPS format) with “DF PHOTO CONTEST 2021” in the subject line. Please identify 
people and animals in photos, and include photographer’s name and where photos were taken. 
Winner will be chosen at the end of the year and receive a $100 check in a child’s name of his/
her choice. 

Grant English, 1, appears to be excited to collect his first chicken eggs in 
Salem County, N.J.

(Photo taken by Noelle English)

Black ...
Continued from Page 21

Pitts ...
Continued from Page 21

‘cause the clouds came rollin’ in
And the crowd all left in life-

boats so by five we pulled the pin.

We retreated to the office down 
beneath the grandstand seats

Where the fairboard did its 
business and hashed out the balance 
sheets.

‘Cause tonight we were survi-
vors. Like a pile of used retreads

Only glad that it was over, all we 
did was shake our heads

And ask ourselves why anyone 
would take this thankless chore

When a kid, in tow with mother, 
stuck his head in through the door.

He had lost his yellow ribbon, 
she explained, both drippin’ pools,

And wondered if by some small 
chance, if it weren’t against rules...

Could we? “Course we could!” 
I shouted. “We’re the fairboard! 
That’s our thing!”

So we picked him out a dry one. 
It was like we crowned him king.

And he tried to say his thank 
yous but his tears got in the way.

Time stood still as he departed. 
No one had too much to say

’Til the lightning hit the stage 
lights, then I heard me volunteer,

“I reckon we should get them 
fixed ‘fore we do much else next 
year.”

scantily clad women.
I also had a fabulous boss on the 

cattle ranch I worked for during high 
school but I never really considered 
him a boss because he was more like 
a father. 

And that’s the sum total of good 
bosses I’ve had. 

One of the worst was my first. 
I was the only gringo on a 

Hispanic crew picking lemons and 
oranges and I had learned an early 
lesson that racism can work both 
ways. 

With citrus you had to cut the stem 
right next to the fruit or the sharp 
stems would damage the other fruit 
in the big wooden boxes. 

You’d stack your boxes at the head 
of a row, write your number (mine 
was No. 13) on the box and fill it 
from the sack that hung around your 
neck.

 If you didn’t clip your stems the 
boss would yell at you to come to 
your boxes and go through every 
box looking for any fruit whose stem 
wasn’t clipped. 

He did this to me about five times 
a day just for sport.

I pumped gas for a while in high 
school and back then you had to also 
wash the windows, check the oil and 
put air in the tires if needed. 

The first day on the job my boss 
showed me how to wipe oil from the 
dipstick with my thumb so that when 
I showed the dipstick to the driver it 
always looked like the engine was 
about a quart low. 

I was forever getting in trouble for 
not selling my “quota”.

After my junior year in high 
school I worked on a citrus ranch 
getting $1.25 per hour for what 
amounted to child abuse. 

That owner worked me like a draft 
horse, gave me no breaks from the 
hot sun — and I couldn’t wait until 
summer was over so I could quit. 

I heard when he died there 
were two people at his funeral, 
the mortician and his wife and she 
couldn’t wait to leave either.

The worst boss I ever had was an 
editor who didn’t think I could write 
a lick. 

The only aspiring writers who 
advanced under his tutelage were 
those who licked his boots or 
buttered him up. 

These are skills I’ve never been 
able to master. 

Every story I sent in he sent back 
to me with multiple changes. 

I’d had about enough of this guy, 
who’d never had a creative thought 
in his life, so one time I sent a story 
back to him and asked, “Is this 
better?”

He wrote back and asked, “Now 
then, isn’t the story much better after 
all my suggestions?”

The thing is ... I hadn’t changed a 
single word!

For you young folks just starting 
on your career path just remember 
that “BOSS” backwards stands for 
“Sorry SOB.”
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EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENTEQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT

Robert Payne
443-783-0821     

 rob.payne@cbmove.com

1131 S. Salisbury Blvd. Ste B
Salisbury, MD 21801
410-543-4545 Office
410-543-9609 Fax

 Call to Ask Rob about a 
Competitive Market 

Analysis.

This farm has exellent potential for diverse income services. 
Featuring (4) 60x600 fully upgraded poultry houses, horse stalls, 
pastures and open fields.  There is a beautiful custom built home 
on the property with well maintained outbuildings. Contact Rob for 
more details.

LOOKING TO START A BUSINESS AS A CHICKEN FARMER OR LOOKING TO EXPAND 
YOUR CURRENT OPERATIONS? 

TRUST AN AGENT WITH OVER 20 YEARS IN THE INDUSTRY

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATEREAl ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

EQUIPMENT FOR 
SALE

3 axle Hobbs irriga-
tion.  1300 ft - 5” hose.  
$10,000.  2010 JD 608 C 
cornhead with Calmers 
stalk rolls, Yetter stalk 
devastators and outside 
roll augers.  $30,000.  
2009 JD 630F platform.  
$14,500.  Call for more 
information.  302-242-
8188.

CASE IH 3650
Case IH 3650 round 
baler, soft core, 5’x6’ bale 
size. $4,900.  Pictures 
available.  Call Darrell 
Hornstra, Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

JD 920 MOCO
JD 920 MOCO with flails. 
SNT989017.  Field ready.  
Sold cattle and don’t 
need.  $8,500.  Pictures 
available.  Call Darrell 
Hornstra, Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

EQUIPMENT FOR 
SALE

Farmall C for sale.  Ask-
ing $1,200.  Ford model 
600, excellent condition.  
Asking $2,800 (negotia-
ble) Call 443-235-3030 
for more information.

2018 KUBOTA 
TRACTOR

2018 Kubota tractor 
(L4760 HSTC), 133 
hours, garage kept, metal 
hood and fenders.  En-
closed cab with heat and 
A/C, AM/FM Bluetooth 
radio.  Includes 72” light 
duty box scraper.  49 HP 
Diesel engine.  $39,000.  
Call Todd 609-517-7838.

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
Terra-force tiller 102” 
heavy duty.  Used very 
little, pictures available.  
$4,500.  Call Darrell 
Hornstra, Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
International 2010A 10 
wheeler w/ 20 ft dump 
body; Agco Allis 9695 
4x4 tractor, only 2,500 
original miles; JD 7240 
11 row vacuum planter.  
Equipment is shed kept 
and in excellent condi-
tion.  Call 410-924-6907 
for more information.  

IH 856 TRACTOR
IH 856 Tractor.  Gaso-
line.  Good T-A, inde-
pendent PTO, new 
paint.  $6,900.  Pictures 
available.  Call Darrell 
Hornstra, Ag Solutions 
of VA.  804-514-9845.

FERGUSON T030 
TRACTOR

Ferguson T030 tractor.  
1953.  Selling for friend.  
Original owner, barn kept, 
great condition.  Needs 
battery.  Being sold with 
choice of mower, plow, 
disc or back brake.  
Must see.  $2,000 OBO.  
Call/text Jeff 732-267-
1463.  Located in Ocean 
County.

FUEL TANK/PUMP
1,000 gallon diesel fuel 
tank and fuel pump.  
Electric.  302-217-2110. 

FARM EQUIPMENT 
FOR SALE

Lely Lotus 600 Tedder 19 
foot.  Can be converted 
to raking mode.  Sold the 
cows, don’t need.  Call 
Darrell Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

JD 4640 TRACTOR
JD 4640 tractor, sound 
guard cab, 150 PTO HP, 
20.8-38 duals, inside 
like-new, quad range 
transmission, 3 sets of 
6CV, quick hitch, 14 front 
weights, good condition.  
$17,500 
OBO.  Call 804-337-2319
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MERCHANDISE

REAl ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

Awesome small farm 
with potential 
for many uses! 81 total 
acres with 36+/- tillable 
and 40+/- wooded. 
4BD, 3BA brick rancher 
with full basement, 

barn, and shed. Excellent deer hunting 
and a small pond for possible waterfowl. 
Consists of 2  parcels with addition-
al perc approval. Ideal for livestock, 
horses, or specialty crops. Located just 
off of MD Rt. 301 in central Queen Anne 
County. Asking $900,000

Situated on 7+ 
acres just outside 
of Church Hill, this 
property has it all! 
A pool, pasture for livestock, large 
outbuilding with finished bar area, 
fenced yard, firepit, attached 2 car 
garage, screened porch and deck. Inside 
the home features 5 bedrooms (first floor 
master), 2 and half bathrooms, updated 
kitchen, gas fireplace, wood floors, office 
and den. Close proximity to 301 and 
213 makes the location convenient to 
Chestertown, Centreville, and 
Middletown. Offered for $849,000

Billy Norris
bnorrisselect@gmail.com

410-708-0956

Miles Norris
 mnorrisselect@gmail.com

410-708-5423

Premier Real Estate on Maryland’s Upper Eastern Shore

97 S. Queen Street
Chestertown, MD 

Office 410-810-3900 
Cell 410-708-0956

EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENTEQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT

View our complete used inventory at atlantictractor.net/used
 

atlantictractor.net

Cecilton, MD
(877) 421-0566

E. New Market
(877) 384-2014

Oxford, PA
(877) 421-4764

Salisbury, MD
(877) 361-0705

Westminster, MD
(877) 709-6209

Chestertown, MD
(877) 421-0569

Edgewater, MD
(877) 384-2026

Pocomoke, MD
(877) 421-4891

Whiteford, MD
(877) 361-0753

Hanover, PA
(877) 978-2176

Clayton, DE
(877) 421-4683

Newark, DE
(877) 384-2028

Queen Anne, MD
(877) 421-5045

Hunt Valley, MD
(877) 969-2118

2015 JD 204K #68422A                        
6375 hrs., ROPs, aux. hyd., 

365/70R18
$35,000 CH

2008 JD 8530 #69292A
11890 hrs., MFWD w/susp., IVT,                

4 outlets, 3 pt. front hitch
$79,000 OX

2015 Terragator 7300 #55451A             
1670 hrs., tires like new condition

$89,900 CE

2017 JD 5085E #72607A
1800 hrs., part. powershift, MFWD, 

540 PTO, narrow tire width
$33,500 CL

Krause 7300 #45789A
25’, 3 section folding, 9” spacing

$12,900 WH

2018 JD R4038 #72605A              
2000 hrs., 100’ boom, boom 

leveling, stainless, rec/display,             
BoomTrac Pro
$285,000 CL

2013 JD 635FD #45647A
35’, flex draper, header height 

sensing in rigid mode
$55,000 WH

1986 JD 643 #69759A
6R30” row spacing

$6,000 PO

2019 JD S770 #45734A
850/593 hrs., AutoTrac,                          

Generation 4 CommandCenter
$395,000 WH

2016 NH SP345F #55331A                                   
100’ boom, stainless, boom leveling, 

4 wheel steer
REDUCED TO $189,000 QA

2013 JD S670 #45650A
2855/2021 hrs., PRWD, spreader, 
sidehill, GreenStar 3 2630 display                

$149,995 WH

2015 JD R4038 #55193A                                                         
100’ booms, boom level-
ing, stainless, rec./display                               

REDUCED TO $135,000 OX

Monday-Friday: 7:30am - 5pm, Saturday: 7:30am - 12pm

Mechanicsville, MD
(240) 249-1545

FOR SALE EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT

JD 608C CORNHEAD
Opposing knife rolls, had 
deck plates, brush chains, 
very nice.  $29,500.  NO 
PAYMENT FOR 1 YEAR!  
(30) other corn heads 
available.  Call 800-919-
3322.

JD 625F HYDRAFLEX
JD 625F Hydraflex grain 
head, FANCY.  Full finger 
auger, good cutterbar, 
$21,500.  NO PAYMENT 
FOR 1 YEAR!  (35) other 
JD 600 and 900 series 
heads.  800-919-3322.

SUNFLOWER 1434
Sunflower 1434 - 26’ 
disc - blades good.  Call 
301-663-4678

FOR SALE 
New and used GT recir-
culating batch dryer. Call 
now for winter discounts. 
Buy now pay later. Call 
anytime 1-877-422-0927

1998 CASE IH 2388 
Combine with rear wheel 
assist.  Drive tires 95%. 
$20,000 update in Oct. 
2018, $5,000 in Oct. 
2019.  Includes 20 ft. 
1020 flex head, this com-
bine has been well taken 
care of and always stored 
in shed.  4717 engine 
hrs.; 3385 rotor hours.  
$45,000.00 with head.  
Call Darrell Ag Solutions 
of VA 804-514-9845.

CASE IH 1394 CAB 
TRACTOR W/ AIR

4990 hours.  S.N.# 
11502277, 65 HP, used 
for spraying.  $9,500.00.  
Pictures avail.  Call Dar-
rell, Ag Solutions of VA 
804-514-9845.

FOR SALE

TOOLS FOR SALE
For sale:  Tool box with 12 
drawers and rolling cabi-
net.  Linde welder 220.  
More tools are available.  
Call 302-250-4252.

FEED TANKS 
Four (4) used Northeast 
Ag feed tanks for sale. 
16 ton capacity in excel-
lent condition.  $1,200/
each.  Call Dennis 443-
515-7113.  Located in 
Millington, MD.

RECYCLED ASPHALT-
RECYCLED 
CONCRETE

 5 sizes to choose from. 
Great for parking lots, 
driveways & Chicken 
houses. Also available, 
Race track sand, Horse 
stall mix. Dependable 
Sand & Recycling. Call 
(410) 822-6363

Get noticed in the 
classifieds. 

800 634-5021



The Delmarva Farmer, July 27, 2021            27

EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT IRRIGATIONEQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT

TRACTORS
JD 8295R, 4WD, Cab, 600 HRS..................................$310,000
JD 6215R, 4WD, Cab, 1441 HRS................................$159,000
JD 8420 Duals, ONLY 5150 HRS!...............................$120,000
JD 6120M w/loader 93 HRS.........................................$120,000
JD 8410, duals, nice! 7327 HRS...................................$110,000

COMBINES
Low Rates Available On Used Combines

JD S660, 4WD, 913 HRS..............................................$265,000
JD S660, 4WD, 1372 HRS............................................$210,000
JD S660, 4WD, 2173sm 32929e HRS..........................$125,000
JD 625 Flex Head.............................................................$20,000
JD 925 Flex Head.............................................................$15,000
JD 922 Flex Head...............................................................$9,000
JD 213 Flex Head...............................................................$5,000
JD 643 6 row corn head.....................................................$3,000

HAY AND FORAGE EQUIPMENT
JD MOCO 926, impeller, 2004.......................................$16,000
Pequea HR1140 rake........................................................$6,000
Pequea TT4000 tedder......................................................$6,000
JD 435 round baler............................................................$4,500
JD 42 bale ejector, installed for.........................................$4,250
AGCO 4217 tedder, hyd fold...........................................$2,500
JD 660 rake.......................................................................$3,000
New Idea 400 bar rake.....................................................$1,200

SKID STEER LOADERS
JD 35G, mini ex, open, 210 HRS..................................$38,400
JD 318D, Cab, new bucket, 1798 HRS.........................$21,500
CID post hole digger, 12” auger.......................................$1,250

CORN/SOYBEAN PLANTERS
JD 1990 30ft air seeder..................................................$110,000
JD 1750, 6 row, liquid fertilizer (2009)..........................$29,500
JD 7200, 12 row, liquid fertilizer....................................$18,000

MISCELLANEOUS
Knight 3042 mixer wagon................................................$7,500
JD 48 loader w/bucket......................................................$3,000
JD bale spear for 265 loader.............................................$500
May Bridge chain harrow.................................................$300

GLADHILL TRACTOR
5509 Mt. Zion Rd. P. O. Box 777
Frederick, Maryland 21705

301-663-6060  • 1-800-245-0691
www.gladhilltractor.com

JOHN DEERE IRRIGATION PARTS
Over 240,000 parts to 
help you manage your 
irrigation and waste 
water.  We custom build 
aluminum/cast alumi-
num, black/galvanized 
steel, and PVC fittings.  
Call 800-246-3685.  
Schumacher Irrigation, 
Inc.  Your irrigation su-
perstore. 

LIME

AG LIME SPREADING 
 Hi-Mag & Hi-Cal dry lime
Call Toll Free Day & Eve. 
 CONESTOGA VALLEY 
LIME SPREADING INC. 
 LANCASTER, PA. 
 1-800-724-3277

LIVESTOCK

FOR SALE
Contact Roseda Farm 
410-472-2697, www.
roseda.com, or email 
roseda@roseda.com

PULLETS FOR SALE
Pullets - available in 
early September.  Call 
302-730-4604.  

Join us for our next Used Equipment Week!
All used equipment ads are 50% off with 

a reduction on color the first week of every 
month.  Our next available date is August 7th 
so call Tiffany or Emily today for rates or to 

reserve your space.
(800) 634-5021

tiffany@americanfarm.com
emily@americanfarm.com

SUMMER SAVINGS

(2004) JD  9560  COMBINE  3221 
ENGINE HRS ,  2386 SEP HRS

5 FT RHINO ROTARY CUTTER

SEVERAL FUNNEL BODY WAGONS

JD  400  20FT ROTARY HOE

BRENT V800 GRAIN CART, LIKE NEW

JD  15 FT ROTARY HOE

7 FT FRONTIER GROOMING MOWER

325  Walt Messick Rd.  Harrington, DE
302-398-3729 
800-237-1272

5 FT BRILLION SEEDER 

FUNNEL BODY WAGON
 W/SEED AUGER (2016)  JD  4066 R,  1501 HOURS

(2) 693 CORNHEADS  
1998 & 2007 (1) 893  (2010)  JD 2520  26 HP,  349  HRS

UNVERFERTH  7250 GRAIN CART (2002)  JD 925 PLATFROM 
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HAY & STRAW HAY & STRAW HAY & STRAWSEED SEED SEED

Clark Seeds Inc.
1467 Seven Hickories Road, 

Clayton, DE 19938

Cover Crop 
Seed

Buckwheat - Daikon
Hairy Vetch - Rape

Clover - Turnips
Wheat - Barley

Custom Mix Prices 
Available Over The 

Phone
Multicultural Mixes 

Available
Bulk Pricing 

Available

Bulk Mixes Done Fast

302-653-9249
SEED

Seed 
Cleaning

• On Your Farm
• Small Grain, Non  
  GMO Soybeans
• Treating w/Raxil  
   or Dividend
• PA, MD, DE, NJ

Ag Seed 
Cleaning

717-949-8212

BUILDINGS BUILDINGS

BUILDINGS BUILDINGS BUILDINGS

The finest Quality at an 
affordable price

Call Harvey Byler at 
302-653-0300

www.bylerbuilders.net

for over 40 years

* Agricultural 
* Chemical & Manure Storage
* Commercial       * Equestrian

HAY & STRAW

HAY AND STRAW
From one bale to trac-
tor trailer load. Cecil H. 
Gannon & Sons, Inc. 
Call days 410-822-0069 
Nights: (410) 822-8381, 
(410) 822-5162 , (410) 
820-8453

WHEAT STRAW
Premium quality 3x4 
wheat straw delivered 
by truckload. Volume 
discounts/contracts avail-
able. Supply available 
year round. Email cale-
bredriverforage@gmail.
com. Call/text 1-204-712-
6509.

HAY AND STRAW
Quality horse hay and 
straw for sale.  Can 
deliver.  Denton, MD.  
717-926-3591.

HAY & STRAW
Round baling services 
in Woodstown/Elmer NJ 
area.  Net wrapped 4x5 
bales.  $8 per bale.  Also 
looking for grass fields 
to rent.  Call Josiah at 
609-501-7078 for more 
information.

SERVICES SERVICES

www.facebook.com/delmarvafarmer
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MIDDLETOWN, DE
302-378-9555

SEAFORD, DE
302-629-3075
NEW WINDSOR, MD

410-635-2404

INTERCOURSE, PA
717-768-8231
MIFFLINTOWN, PA

717-436-6100
CHAMBERSBURG, PA
717-264-3533

ASHLAND, VA
804-798-1500

WAKEFIELD, VA
757-899-5959

POCOMOKE, MD 
PARTS & SERVICE

302-629-3075
BUY PARTS ONLINE AT HOOBER.COM

 

  

MIDDLETOWN, DE
34894  GE  NS830F-AF Corn Head
500874  GE  RD1230-AF Corn Head
208439  CIH  1020-30 Platform
208441  CIH  1020-30 Platform
282619  BH  2308 Rotary Cutter
283483  JD  CX15 Batwing Rotary Cutter
282965  TRIOLIET SOLOMIX Mixer
71335  J&M 620-14 Grain Cart
278287  HM-HC Header Cart
278524  UM  HT-36 Header Cart
53951  KZ  3500-8 Planter
68514  UM  1225-33 Soil Cond
283529  KU  M5700 4WD Cab
282967  JD  2018 Rotary Cutter
208408  GP  30NT Drill
219296  GP  1520P Drill
252947  JCB  536-60-PLUS Telehandler
282349  Cub Cadet GTX2100 Lawn Tractor
281771  CIH  5100 Drill
282111  UM  1225-37 Soil Cond
220511  GP  1300SS Subsoiler

SEAFORD, DE
261890  Drago N8 Corn Head
66602  CIH  2162-35 Draper
261970  Creek View CV78 Litter Windrower
54897  CIH  1250-12 Planter
208661  KZ  3600-16 Pivot Planter
54169  GE  NS1230F-AF Corn Head
283171  JD  2840 2WD Tractor
272170  Brush Wolf 7201B Rotary Cutter
254120  CIH  MAX125 ACTDRI4 Cab
282655  JD  3972 Forage Chopper
282659  Berkeley 37HP-B2E Irrigation Pump
282465  NH  CR940 4WD Combine
71787  CIH  RM330-25 True Tandem
281987  WD  RM660 Rotary Cutter
281583  Earthmaster MWT2500 Vert Tillage

ASHLAND, VA
211250  KU  B2400HSD 4WD ROPS
280904  NH  315 14x18 Small Sq Baler

WAKEFIELD, VA
102302  CIH  DC102-F Mower Conditioner
282072  CIH  1215 Planter
281573  LP  RCR1860 Rotary Cutter

WHAT’S COMING IN?
WHAT’S ALREADY HERE?

CHECK HERE EVERY WEEK!

WHAT DOES THIS
COMBINE...

 HAVE IN COMMON?

...AND THESE 
COMBINE SERVICE 

TECHNICIANS

BOTH COME 
TO YOU FROM Hoober, Hoober, Inc.Inc.Hoober, Hoober, Inc.Inc.

Visit Hoober.com/combines For All Your
Combine Parts, Service And Product Needs!

We Are Dedicated To Helping You Achieve
A Successful Harvest Season

0% Interest for 12 months on select used combines 
from Hoober followed by CQR

Hoober combine technicians specialize in combine 
repair and will help keep your machine running strongSERVICE

INVENTORY

FINANCING

SUPPORT

FARMING

PARTS

PRECISION

The largest combine parts inventory, parts transferred 
between our locations every day, and 24-hour emergency 
parts support

Hoober has an excellent selection of locally-traded 
Case IH Axial-Flow combines

Hoober’s Precision Ag Specialists will help you 
maximize productivity and reduce costs

AMERICANFARM.COM

Never miss an 

issue!  Check 

your 

subscription  

status by 

calling Megan 

or renewing 

online.  It ’s 

easy! 

(800) 

634-5021

www.

a m e r i c a n -

farm.com
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EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED
Equipment operator on 
grain and produce farm.  
Valid drivers license 
required.  Wage based 
on experience.  Call 302-
462-5310.

WAREHOUSE 
MANAGER/DELIVERY 

(RIDGELY)
We are looking for the 
right person to help our 
company grow.  We are 
looking for somebody 
responsible and dedicat-
ed.  The job consists of 
managing the warehouse 
and cleaning equip-
ment for resale.  The job 
also consists of making 
deliveries and receiving 
deliveries with forklift 
.  Sale opportunities are 
available for extra com-
mission.  Job requires 
heavy lifting.  Clean 
Drivers license / DOT 
card required no CDL 
needed , You may 
sometimes be required to 
work late and on week-
ends.   Please submit 
your resume and contact 
information and any type 
of background informa-
tion.  us@requipllc.com  
or call 443 953 0700

FARM HANDS NEEDED
Wood Duck Landing 
Farm.  Princess Anne, 
MD.  Farm Hands 
needed at our vegetable 
farm.  $15.00 per hour.  
Call Kelly at 240-444-
6768 or email kellyed-
wards0707@gmail.com

SERVICES

WORKING CATS 
LOOKING FOR 
EMPLOYMENT

Do you have a rodent 
problem?  Free services 
available.  Needing to 
place cats in a safe habi-
tat in exchange for rodent 
control.  Fully vetted, 
large selection, full set up 
provided.  Call 302-547-
8720.

YODERS BOOM 
MOWING AND FIELD 

CUTTING
Ponds, ditches, CREP, 
hedge rows, driveways, 
woods edge, overgrown 
fields,  free estimates in 
MD & DE, in our 20th 
Year of Service.  Call Ken 
at 443-480-0772.

BARN CATS
Barn Cats are the "Clint 
Eastwoods" of cats… 
hearty, healthy, tough, 
and ready to earn their 
keep! Barns Cats help 
"naturally" and affordably 
control rodent problems.
By placing these Barn 
Cats, they are given a 
job and a second chance 
to do what they do best. 
Barn Cats save you 
money by eliminating 
and discouraging rodents 
from scavenging and 
nesting near your feed, 
crops, and home, without 
poisons or messy traps 
and glue pads.
We provide you with 
healthy, vaccinated, and 
fixed cats while you pro-
vide food, water, shelter, 
and basic humane care 
for Barn Cats in ex-
change for a rodent-free 
barn and property.
Please call our Cat De-
partment Manager Lynn 
at (302) 442-1095 to set 
up an "interview" with our 
working cats!

CHEAP CHARLIE’S 
SIGNS

Cheap Charlie’s Signs 
has the cheapest sign 
prices in town.  Banners 
* Real Estate * Decals 
* End of the Lane Dairy 
Farm Signs * Construc-
tion * Magnetics * Yard 
Signs * Parking Lots.  We 
refurbish old signs.  Free 
mailing on all sign orders.  
Bobthesignman@ya-
hoo.com; 410-708-1341; 
www.appletreesigns.
com

WANTED

WANTED - GRAIN 
TRUCK

Wanted good, used 6 
wheel dump grain truck.  
Late 1990’s or newer.  
Prefer diesel.  Will also 
consider a cab and chas-
sis.  Please call 410-310-
3875

Need help?  
Advertise your 

available position 
in 

The Delmarva 
Farmer. (800) 

634-5021

Let’s go to the fair!  

The Delmarva Farmer 

will 

highlight the Maryland 

State Fair in its 

August 24th issue.  

The Maryland State Fair 

runs 

August 26th - 

September 6th 2021 at 

the fairgrounds in 

Timonium. 

We hope to see you 

there!

Now Hiring!!!
Are you ready to grow your career?  
Southern States Cooperative in Milford, DE is 
looking for a Fertilizer/Chemical 
Applicator. 
Prepares and spreads custom applications of agronomy 
products on customers’ fields, including dry and/or liquid 
fertilizer, crop protectants, lime and other treatment 
products.  Please visit our website at 
www.southernstates.com/careers 
and apply to req # 9319.  
Equal Employment 
Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action Employer – 
M/F/Vets/Disability and 
other protected classes 

 

Now Hiring!!!
Are you ready to grow your career?  Southern 
States Cooperative in Milford, DE is looking for 
a Class A CDL Delivery Driver.
Operates a commercial motor vehicle tractor and trailer 
combination to transport agricultural products between 
Southern States Cooperative, Inc. (SSC) facilities and to 
customer sites.  
Please visit our website at www.
southernstates.com/careers and 
apply to req # 9320.  Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action Employer – M/F/Vets/Dis-
ability and other protected classes 

 

AGRICULTURAL TECHNICIAN 
SUPERVISOR

University of Maryland Beltsville Facility in Laurel, MD.  
Duties: Must organize & carry out field work; tilling, planting, 
fertilizing, spraying, harvesting for traditional & non-traditional 
agricultural crops and research plots.  Will also operate farm 
equipment, tractors (180 HSP & less), plows, disc, planters, 
combines and heavy duty trucks.  Must possess or obtain 
within 6 months a Maryland Class A Commercial Driver’s 
License (CDL) .  Qualifications:  H.S. Degree or GED and 
six (6) years’ experience in agricultural work; two of which 
must have been in a lead or supervisory role.  
Details/Apply: https://ejobs.umd.edu/ (Position #103058).  
Closing Date: July 30, 2021.  Contact Mr. Kevin Conover 
(Beltsville) 301-345-1225.  EOE/AA.



The Delmarva Farmer, July 27, 2021            31

Delmarva FarmerDelmarva Farmer
Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

Find the services you need with speed, just look here in the directoryFind the services you need with speed, just look here in the directory..

American Farm Publications
*Delmarva Farmer

*New Jersey Farmer
www.americanfarm.com

800-634-5021

Advertise in the Business Directory for only $40 
per week!  Call Tiffany or Emily (800) 634-5021

EXPERTISE TO GET THE 
JOB DONE RIGHT!

176 Bowman Rd., York, PA 17408 • Toll Free (888) 236-6795 • www.abcyork.com

From design through final construction, ABC York, Inc. is a single source company you can 
count on. For agricultural and commercial operations the answer is as easy as ABC York.

 ✔ Grain Dryers
 ✔ Grain Bins
 ✔ Material Handling
 ✔ Augers
 ✔ Parts

PRODUCTS:

 ✔ System Design
 ✔ Millwright
 ✔ Service

SERVICES:

717-529-3959
Kirkwood, PA 17536

Hours: M-F: 6am. – 4:45pm.   Closed S&S

INTERNATIONAL
HARVESTOR

The brands you trust!

Diesel Rebuilding 
Service Plans
Maintenance

Need a Diesel Mechanic?
Our Specialty...

This Space Available!! 
Add your information here in the  

Directory for only $40 per week, call 
 Tiffany or Emily today!!

800-634-5021

Valley Hoop
Structures

John Swartzentruber
(540) 691-3753

Simplified Installalation
Install yourself and save

Install available 
depending on location, 
or constructor of your 

choice.

Single Tube: 24’-36’ W
Sentry Series 40’-180’ W

Natural Lighting
Excellent Air Ventilation

Foundation Choices

Check out the options!
Any length available!

BEAT THE PRICE 
INCREASE FROM METAL 
SHORTAGE.  ODER NOW 
FOR DELIVERY ANYTIME 

THIS YEAR
Prepare for next year’s hay storage - put 
up a simple structure.  Put hay in dry 
with less hassle, better feed and save!

Valley Hoop
Structures

Manufactured by:
Sioux Steel Company

Check out the options!
Call for pricing and info!

John (540) 691-3753
Email:

valleyhoop@ibyfax.com

Single Tube: 24’-36’ W
Sentry Series 40’-180’ W

Natural Lighting
Simplified Installation

Better Performance
Easy Relocation

Put Livestock, Hay, Machinery, 
etc., in a dry location with a 

simple structure

Sale
5% off buildings odered by 

March 15th

   Look no further, we have job opportunities!   Seeking workers to assist in      
mixing/loading agricultural products/crop protection products, fueling 

equipment and assist in odd jobs when needed.  Must be available to work 
long hours during prime application season.  Knowledge in custom 

application is a plus, having a CDL would be better - but not required.
Serious inquiries call:  Monday-Friday 9AM – 4PM   302-349-5055

Looking for a seasonal job in the Agriculture Looking for a seasonal job in the Agriculture 
Sector?Sector?Advertise your business 

here for just $40 per/
week.

Call Emily (800) 634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com

Advertise your business 
here for just $40 per/

week.

Call Emily (800) 634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com

Advertise your business 
here for just $40 per/

week.

Call Emily (800) 634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com
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