
The Delmarva Farmer, September 14, 2021            1

By JONATHAN CRIBBS
Associate Editor

MULLICA HILL, N.J. — Lenny 
Grasso had heard tornado storm warn-
ings on the television before, but they 
rarely, if ever, amounted to anything 
around his South Jersey produce farm. 

So before he received a warning on 
his cell phone in the evening on Sept. 
1 while he and his wife watched local 
weather coverage, he wasn’t overly 
concerned. It had been raining heavily. 
His feelings changed, however, when 
the rain and wind suddenly stopped. 

“It was just a dead calm and si-
lence,” Grasso, 63, said. “And that’s 
when I knew something was up.”

Within seconds, he could hear a 
tornado approaching. He and his wife 
rushed to their basement and “held on 
for dear life,” he said. It was around 
6:30 p.m.

It took mere seconds for the EF-3 
tornado, the region’s most destructive 
in recent memory, to tear through the 
Grassos’ Gloucester County farm, 
leveling all of its buildings, including 
their home, a new produce packing 
facility and a migrant labor camp. 

The National Weather Service said 
the twister’s winds reached 150 mph. 

“It could have easily killed anyone 

FREELAND, Md. — More than 25 
farms across the Mid-Atlantic came 
together Sept. 7 to support relief ef-
forts in the wake of Hurricane Ida. 

The effort began with First Fruits 
Farm, a nonprofit Christian ministry 
dedicated to providing fresh produce 
to food-insecure families in the re-
gion. 

Their team coordinated with na-
tionwide nonprofit Convoy of Hope 
to provide and transport food to those 
impacted by Ida, which has left lasting 
damage from Louisiana as far north 
as New York when it swept the coast 
earlier this month.

“As the largest provider of fresh 
produce to the Maryland Food Bank 
and others in neighboring states, First 
Fruits Farm has a wide network of 
distribution partners and the capacity 
to respond to hunger needs for disaster 
relief,” said Jamison Hunsberger, farm 
manager at First Fruits Farm. “The 
2021 season has produced abundant 
crops, including delicious Maryland 
sweet corn that will be sent in truck-
loads to those affected by Hurricane 
Ida. We are thankful for the efforts of 
so many people who give their time, 
effort and support to this cause.”

When Tom Albright of Albright 
Farms in Baltimore County heard 
what First Fruits Farm was planning, 
he said he felt called to help.  

“Hurricane Ida has had a devastat-
ing impact on many communities and 
families,” Albright said. “To know 
that we can play a role in organizing 

fresh, nutritious fruits, vegetables, 
meat and dairy products at a time they 
are needed most is both humbling and 
deeply gratifying.”

Jessica Armacost, Albright’s busi-
ness operations manager and Amy 

Cawley, Maryland Food Bank’s Farm 
to Food Bank Program director, also 
were both involved in organizing the 
donations and transportation of the 
products to First Fruits Farm.

Along with First Fruits Farm and 

Albright Farms, other farms that 
donated included Hills Forest Fruit 
Farm, Maple Border Farm, Pahl’s 
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Mid-Atlantic farmers, volunteers come together for Hurricane Ida relief efforts

‘The support we received has been incredible’

From left, Jonathan Albright and Jesse Albright of Albright Farms and Jamison Hunsberger and Shaun Gillespie of First Fruits 
Farm, load watermelon on a truck — with a pallet of eggs coming next — bound for communities impacted by Hurricane Ida. 

Photo courtesy Albright Farms

‘It could have easily killed anyone with that force’

EF-3 tornado devastates 
Gloucester Co. farms
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          Believe The Bible Is True!          Believe The Bible Is True!

OPTIMISTIC?OPTIMISTIC?

“You bet I’m optimistic!  Yields so “You bet I’m optimistic!  Yields so 
far are the best I’ve seen in 48 years far are the best I’ve seen in 48 years 
of farming.  I love farming and I love of farming.  I love farming and I love 
America!  GOD BLESS THE USA!”America!  GOD BLESS THE USA!”

Bobby HutchisonBobby Hutchison
Cordova, MDCordova, MD

          Believe The Bible Is True!          Believe The Bible Is True!

Pray For America! Pray For America! 
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By SEAN CLOUGHERTY
Managing Editor

LENEXA, Va. — Each year pump-
kin grower Paul Davis needs pump-
kins in the 25- to30-pound range to 
fill specific wholesale orders.

 The problem, however, is getting 
a consistent amount. 

Growers in the mountain and val-

ley areas of the state with different 
climate and soil type, can get more 
consistently larger sized fruit, Davis 
said, but not in his area of Eastern 
Virginia. 

“You might as well subtract about a 
quarter of the weight for us,” he said. 
“We just can’t get as many of those 
size on our farm.” 

That prompted Davis to trial dif-

ferent plant spacing in a test plot to 
see if it would help ensure a consistent 
number of larger pumpkins.

Working with Harris Seeds Davis 
trialed five varieties — two large, two 
medium and one small in typical size 
— planting 48-foot strips of each at 

COLLEGE PARK, Md. —The Uni-
versity of Maryland College of Ag-
riculture and Natural Resources, has 
launched a Master of Extension Ed-
ucation program, with classes and 
curriculum geared towards Extension 
career seekers and existing Extension 
professionals. 

Extension education had an estimat-
ed reach of over 420,000 Marylanders 
in 2019, according to the university. 
Extension faculty use their skills to 
detect and solve societal challenges 

and problems by critically researching 
solutions and developing formal action 
plans for individuals and communities. 

Graduates from this new program 
will become experts in Maryland 
agricultural literacy, with options for 
careers in state Extension services, sec-
ondary and post-secondary education, 
non-profits, government and enterprise 
leadership. 

The Master’s program encompasses 
four core classes, two of which will be 
taught each semester. 

Rounding out the degree will be 
pre-existing classes taught in various 
departments at UMD or through the 
Consortium of Universities of the 
Washington Metropolitan Area. 

This fall, individuals can enroll in 
AGST640, Critically Examine Mary-
land Agriculture, Agricultural Industry 
and Agricultural Literacy, as non-de-
gree special students and transfer the 
course into the formal program when 
applications officially open for the 
spring semester.  

“AGST640 is an advanced re-
search-focused course examining the 
mission and history of the land-grant 
system, as well as appraising the cur-
rent work conducted through UME to 
extend research to its citizens,” said 
Melissa Leiden Welsh, assistant clinical 
professor in the Department of Plant 
Science & Landscape Architecture, 
and director of the Agricultural & 

EASTON, Md. — Two students 
studying for agriculture-related ca-
reers were selected to receive Bruce 
W. Hotchkiss Memorial Scholarships 

totaling $3,000 
from American 
Farm Publica-
tions, publisher 
of The Delmar-
va Farmer and 
The New Jersey 
Farmer newspa-
pers.

This year’s 
winners are Tay-
lor Burch, of La 
Plata, Md., and 

Evan Short, of Laurel, Del.
“It’s been very encouraging to read 

the applications 
of so many stu-
dents who want 
to make an im-
pact on thei r 
family fa r ms 
and in advanc-
ing agriculture 
in the Mid-At-
lantic region and 
beyond,” said 
Sean Clough-
erty, AFP man-

aging editor. “We wish them all the best 
in their agricultural pursuits.”

Taylor Burch is enrolled in a four-
year business program at the University 
of Maryland where she is majoring in 
business agriculture. She belongs to 
the University of Maryland Ag Student 
Advisory Board.

“Farming is hard work and often 
unappreciated,” Burch wrote in her 
essay. “Because farming is often 
unappreciated, I feel it is extremely 
important to remind the consumer that 
without farmers and farms, there would 
be no food.”

She said she lives on a 192-acre farm 
where they raise cattle, hogs, goats, 
chickens and vegetables. She spent 

Master’s in Extension program launched at UMD

Burch, Short 
claim $1,500 
scholarships 
from AFP

See SCHOLARSHIPS
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Looking to get a more consistent number of larger pumpkins out of his crop, Paul Davis tried different seed spacing in a test plot 
at his family’s farm, Davis Produce. He shared his observations during Harris Seeds’ Virginia Pumpkin Extravaganza field day 
held at his farm on Sept. 8.

Photo by Sean Clougherty
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Page 19

See TRIALS
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Taylor Burch

Evan Short

Grower trials seed spacing for 
bigger pumpkins in Eastern Virginia
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 OFFERS ASSUME QUALIFIED BUYERS. INVENTORY SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. SEE BINKLEY & HURST FOR DETAILS.

Lititz, PA
133 Rothsville Sta. Rd
800.414.4705

Richland, PA
700 East Linden St
888.414.7518

Seaford, DE
22375 Sussex Hwy
866.670.4705

Harrisonburg, VA
4310 South Valley Pike

800.735.3584

Kennedyville, MD
12455 Browntown Rd
888.269.0372

BINKLEYHURST.COM

God’s grace is always 
sufficient; His strength is made 

evident in our weakness!” 
Paul the Apostle

READY FOR ANYTHING!
900 SERIES

YOUR BEST SOURCE FOR AG EQUIPMENT & CUSTOMER SERVICE!

As always with Fendt, these tractors are backed 
by the industry-leading warranty package for 
ultimate peace of mind and convenience!

The Fendt 900 Vario is everything and more when it comes to todays tractor. 
With groundbreaking solutions, you’re ready for those everyday challenges, 
now, and in the future! Dynamic, Durable & Fuel-Efficient... the Fendt 900 Vario 
uses pioneering technologies that make your day-to-day work more economical. 
Stop in at Binkley & Hurst Seaford & Kennedyville and see for yourself!

FENDT 900 SERIES | 2 IN STOCK ON THE DELMARVA! MODEL    | HP
930 Vario  |   296
933 Vario  |   326
936 Vario  |   355
939 Vario  |   385
942 Vario  |  415

1,000 hrs, Enclosed Cab, 2,800 lb 
Rated Op. Capacity, One Owner, 
Good Condition, Hyd Quick Attach  

#L17407 . . . $33,900 $33,400

L
‘16 New Holland L228

6,182 hrs, Open ROPS, Dual Hand 
Controls, 74” Bucket w/ Bolt On 
Edge, 12.00 x 16.5 Tires at 90%  

#L17765 . . . . $12,900 $12,400

L
‘01 Gehl 4835SXT

40 ft Platform Header, 
Flex, Draper, All Working 
Parts, Good Condition

#K11691 . . . . . . . . . $38,600

K
‘14 New Holland 880CF

8 Row, 30” Spacing, Hyd 
Deck Plates, Single Point 
Hookup, Flagship Mounting

#K11499 . . . $17,900 $16,900

K
‘10 Case IH 3408

8 Row, 30” Spacing, Tilt with 
Sensors, Redy Poly, Electric Deck 
Plates, 150 Acres After Rebuild

#K11739 . . . . . . . . . $14,900

K
‘05 Massey Ferguson 3000

8 Row, 30” Spacing, Poly, 
Good Knives, Non Folding
  

#K11893 . . . . . . . . . $36,800

K
‘18 Claas 830

3,957 hrs, 120’ Booms, 15” 
Spacing, 1,300 gal Tank, 4 Wheel 
Steer, SS Tank, 2 Pod Chemical 
Injection, Viper 4, SC1 Steer  
#S10832 . . . . . . . . . $134,900

S
‘17 RoGator 1300B

2,800 hrs, 90’ Booms, 15” 
Spacing, 900 gal Stainless 
Steel Tank, AutoSteer, 
Auto Section Control  
#K11959 . . . . . . . . . $110,000

K
‘12 RoGator RG900

7,500 hrs, JD Engine, Terrashift 
Trans (11sp Bump Shift), Viper 
Pro, P300 Antenna, L3020 G4-13 
New Leader 102+6 Spreader Box
#S10915 . . . . . . . . . $37,800

S
‘04 Ag-Chem TG 6103

S
‘12 Gleaner S67

72,279 hrs, 1,663 Sep hrs, 
4wd, Pwr Folding Bin Ext, Pwr 
Ladder, Serviced & All Available 
Updates Completed by B&H
#S10802 . . . . . . . . . $149,900

Commercial Model, Hyd 
Tension, Hyd Pickup, 
Hyd Tongue, Electronic 
Applicator, Approx 40k Bales  
#L15796 . . . . . . . . . Call

K
‘17 Case IH SB541C

Single Axle, Packer Cutter, 
Automatic Applicator, 
Knotter and Chain 
Luber, 30k Bale Count
#L17336 . . . . . . . . . $68,900

L
‘14 Massey Ferguson 2250

2,512 hrs, 3,300 lb Rated Op. 
Capacity, Enclosed, Joystick 
Controls, Power Attach, 2-Spd, 
Rear Camera, 74” Bucket  
#R20642 . . . . . . . . . $33,500

R
‘18 Gehl V330

5,911 hrs, 2-Speed, Almost 
New Tires, Hyd Bucket Detach, 
Hvy Rear Counterweight, 
Side Windows, Open ROPS  
#L18026 . . . . . . . . . $17,800

L
‘11 Gehl 5640E
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 GUEST EDITORIAL

STATEMENT ON COLUMNS: The columnists’ views 
in this issue are their own and do not necessarily 

reflect those of The Delmarva Farmer.

What could be more delightful than a 
summer peach? The taste and scent are 
unmatched in the world of fruit. 

But beware. Chemicals are responsible 
for both the taste and scent and the 
Environmental Working Group doesn’t like 
some of them. 

The salaries of those at the EWG are just 
peachy, but the chemical acumen of the group 
is the pits. 

Nice work if you can get it. Imagine what 
cosmetic companies must do to get the “clean 
stamp” from the Environmental Working 
Group, a perennial target of ACSH because of 
its weak science.

If you’re wondering what business an 
environmental group has rating the safety of 
10,500 personal care products, so am I. It’s 
not like we have to protect whales from toxic 
eyeliner. 

I suppose we can overlook the odd fact that 
an environmental group somehow got into the 
business of evaluating the safety of chemicals 
in cosmetics provided that they know what 
they’re talking about. Don’t bet the house on 
this. 

When it comes to chemistry acumen, EWG 
is right up there with Australian wombats.

Of course, the scent comes from a whole 
bunch of chemicals — something the EWG 
doesn’t much like. 

First, the chemicals that give peaches their 
delightful properties have been identified in 
an article in the January 2017 issue of the 
Horticultural Plant Journal. 

Let’s look at three of the peach chemicals 
— benzyl alcohol, eugenol and limonene — 
and what EWG has to say about them. 

EWG rates benzyl alcohol rather poorly. 
It can cause skin allergies (this is true) even 
though it is very commonly used in skin 
products (as an antiseptic and preservative), 
shampoos and detergents, moisturizers and 
baby products.

 The USDA considers it “safe for use 
in foods.” Benzyl alcohol has a pleasant, 
flowery scent and is found in various essential 
oils, including jasmine, hyacinth, neroli, and 
rose. 

It is also found in a variety of foods, 
such as apricots, cocoa, cranberries, honey, 
mushrooms, and snap peas. And, of course, 
peaches. 

Yet, EWG rates it 4-6 on a scale of 1-10, 
where 10 is the worst. Why? Perhaps because 
it has been mentioned 5,667 times in the 
literature where toxicity may be discussed. 

Eugenol is derived from several natural 
sources, especially cloves. It has long been 
used for medicinal purposes. 

For example, in dentistry, the oil is applied 

to cotton and stuffed into holes in teeth 
undergoing root canal.

While it doesn’t get hammered quite as 
hard as benzyl alcohol, EWG still classifies 
it as harmful and a human health priority. 
So, you’d better get rid of all your cinnamon 
and pepper rather than be exposed to deadly 
eugenol. 

More stupidity: In organic farming, 
eugenol is also used as an insecticide, but 
only some of it.

From Cornell University: “Synthetic 
eugenol is prohibited for use in organic 
farming under the USDA’s National Organic 
Program. Natural extracts of eugenol are 
allowed by the NOP and may be used as a 
botanical pesticide.”

Of course, there is exactly zero difference 
between eugenol extracted from cloves and 
that synthesized in the lab.

Saving the worst for last, here’s an 
especially harmless chemical that EWG has a 
problem with. 

Limonene is ubiquitous; it is found in the 
peels of lemons and oranges, other citrus 
fruits, and also pine trees. 

Limonene creates deformities in the fetuses 
of mice fed 2,363 milligrams per kilogram 
weight of the mice per day. How much is 
this? A mouse weighs about 20 grams, so 
these poor critters are being fed about 50 
milligrams every day. 

Assuming that this can be applied to 
humans (it can’t really — it’s just a rough 
estimate), then a 150-pound woman would 
have to consume about 3 grams of limonene 
per day to reach the mouse dose. And since 
limonene makes up 1.8 percent of the weight 
of a lemon we’re talking about eating 150 
lemons (rind included) per day.

The salaries of the highest-paid employees 
of a non-profit group must be disclosed. The 
11 highest-paid EWG employee salaries 
range from 295,000 to 167,500 with no 
trained chemists, biologists or toxicologists in 
that group.

Perhaps this explains why EWG has no 
business evaluating chemicals (or even 
talking about them). 

But if you need lawyers and poly-sci 
majors, you’re in luck.

Since the EWG is very concerned about 
what you put on your skin, it is reasonable 
to assume that you should not rub a peach 
on your face, or you’ll be exposed to at least 
three “dangerous” chemicals, at least by 
EWG standards, which are rather low, unlike 
their salaries, which are just peachy. 

But their science is the pits.

—American Council on Science and Health

May want to consider the sourceMay want to consider the source
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By JAY FALSTAD

(Editor’s note: Jay Falstad is 
the executive director of the Queen 
Anne’s Conservation Association 
and has a specialty farm in Northern 
Queen Anne’s County.)

Prediction: Climate change is 
going to make Delmarva farmland 
more valuable. 

Here’s my reasoning:
Last month, the worldwide con-

sortium of scientists at the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change 
put out their latest report. 

In this report, for the first time, 
the scientists drilled down below 
the global level and examined the 
changes occurring at the regional 
and national levels. 

The climate picture they paint for 
the United States is dramatic: 

• Western North America: Con-
tinuing increases in drought and fire 
weather – high confidence that this 
will happen;

• Central North America: Con-

See FALSTAD
Page 14

 VIEWPOINT

How’s climate 
change affect 

local ag value?

The Biden-Harris Administration 
recently announced that the USDA is 
making up to $500 million available 
in grants to help rural health care 
facilities, tribes and communities ex-
pand access to COVID-19 vaccines, 
health care services and nutrition 
assistance.

President Joe Biden’s compre-
hensive plan to recover the economy 
and deliver relief to the American 
people is changing the course of the 
pandemic and providing immedi-
ate relief to millions of households, 

growing the economy and addressing 
the stark, intergenerational inequities 

that have worsened in the wake of 
COVID-19. 

Through the Emergency Rural 
Health Care Grants, USDA will help 
rural hospitals and local communities 
increase access to COVID-19 vac-
cines and testing, medical supplies, 
telehealth, and food assistance, and 
support the construction or renova-
tion of rural health care facilities. 

These investments will also help 
improve the long-term viability of 
rural health care providers across the 
nation.

Applicants may now apply for two 
types of assistance: Recovery Grants 
and Impact Grants. 

The Biden-Harris Administration 
is making Recovery Grants available 
to help public bodies, nonprofit orga-
nizations and tribes provide immedi-
ate COVID-19 relief to support rural 
hospitals, health care clinics and 
local communities.

These funds may be used to 

$500 million in funds under American Rescue Plan

KEEPING 
THE FARM

By TERRY ROSTA
Acting State Director

 Virginia Rural Development

See ROSTA
Page 18

September is when plasticulture 
strawberries are planted on Delmarva. 

Plug plants grown from strawberry 
tips by nurseries and greenhouses 
in the region are most commonly 
sourced by growers. 

Northern grown tips from 
Canadian nurseries often are used by 
plug growers to reduce diseases such 
as Anthracnose. 

While nurseries and plug growers 
are diligent in producing quality 
planting material, at time problems 
can arise. In addition, planting 
practices can greatly influence the 

success of the planting. 
The following are some 

considerations to be successful 

with plasticulture strawberry 
establishment.

• Plug Conditions: When receiving 
plug plants, growers should inspect 
for plug conditions. 

It typically takes 4 weeks for 
tips to root but this depends on the 
growing conditions and tip condition. 
If tips are not fully rooted then the 
plugs will not pull properly and roots 
can be damage in transplanting. In 
contrast, root bound transplants may 
dry out and be difficult to water. If 
dry plugs are transplanted they have 
a high probability of dying after 

transplanting. Blank plants that do not 
have a crown should be discarded and 
not planted

• Diseases and Mites: Nurseries 
and plug growers seek to produce 
disease-free plants. However fungal 
diseases such as Anthracnose can be 
brought in on plants. More difficult to 
detect are viruses. 

Inspect plants for virus symptoms 
such as abnormal leaf color, mottling, 
curling, or leaf distortions. 

Fall planting considerations in plasticulture strawberries
THE

VEGETABLE 
GROWER

By GORDON JOHNSON
Vegetable and Fruit Specialist

University of Delaware 

See JOHNSON
Page 20

automatic farm systems
608 E. Evergreen Rd.,
Lebanon, Pa. 17042

(717) 274-5333
FAX (717) 274-5334

www.afs.products.com

SEED DEALERS:
Automatic Farm Systems is now a full
service authorized distributor for USC
seed treating equipment. Call us for
parts, service, or new
equipment sales.
Box to box systems
or complete bin
sites. Conveyors,
hoppers, and more.
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 At the end of August 2021, the 
number of COVID-19 cases in the 
United States continues to climb, 
though the pace of increase is lower 
than it was two weeks ago. 

Deaths due to this disease have 
now exceeded 637,000 and that num-
ber is increasing by nearly 9,000 per 
week. The percentage of people in 
the United States who have received 
at least one dose of the vaccine is 52.

You might ask, “What does this 
have to do with agriculture policy?”

Our response is, “Everything.”
In an earlier article we made the 

humanitarian argument for eliminat-
ing COVID-19. This article makes 
the economic argument.

COVID-19 is disrupting supply 
chains around the world and sooner 
or later it will disrupt agricultural 
supply chains as well.

Disruptions on the production 
side of agriculture could come when 
a piece of farm machinery breaks 
down as one part quits working. 

Traditionally the solution was to 
send the spouse to town for the part. 
And, in the worst case scenario, the 
farmer would have to wait for the 
part to come in late that night or 
early the next morning.

Today it is not quite that simple. 

First, to reduce their capital costs, lo-
cal machinery dealers have reduced 
the number of parts they hold in 
stock, depending more on an inter-
mediate supplier. Second, today’s 
farm machinery may use compo-
nents that come from a half-dozen or 
more countries. 

In today’s climate, if no one in 
the supply chain has the part, it is 
not inconceivable that it could take 
a month or more before the replace-
ment part arrives from overseas. In 
the meantime, the farmer will have 
to struggle to find a temporary re-
placement for the broken machine—
baling wire or a down-and-dirty 
weld probably won’t work.

And that is just on the produc-
tion side of the equation. With 
COVID-19 creating shortages of 
transportation and port workers as 

well as a shortage of shipping con-
tainers, the marketing side could be 
disrupted as well. 

The farmer may have produced 
the product and the overseas custom-
er may want it badly, but if there are 
shipping delays, both suffer.

In their New York Times article, 
“What an Adult Tricycle Says About 
the World’s Bottleneck Problems,” 
Jeanna Smialek and Madeleine Ngo 
write, “the future hinges in part on 
the virus. Nada Sanders, a profes-
sor of supply chain management at 
Northeastern University, predicted 
that the highly contagious Delta 
variant would most likely delay a 
return to normal until at least 2023. 

Given that many parts of the 

In my last reflection I asked you 
to be mindful of the blessings you 
have already received and then to 
consider your life as a journey. 

How has it been so far? You may 
have concluded, “My life is fine.” 

Another possibility is you feel 
like you are wondering in a waste-
land. You may have an internal 
understanding that God is near, yet 
you don’t have the usual feelings that 
this is the case.

If the latter condition is your 
current state, then congratulations! It 
is possible you are advancing along a 
spiritual path farther than you think. 

This is because God tends to take 
away the usual “consolations” as we 
progress in relationship with him. 

As our spirit dwells deeper and 
deeper in the heart of God, the full-
ness, and the richness we once knew 
in loving him begins to dissipate. 

We are left with a dryness. 
The reality of this is hard to 

fathom. The deeper we move into the 
light of God, the deeper the darkness 
we will experience. It seems counter 
to our logic, but it is true. 

Doctors of the church, such as 
John of the Cross have written 
volumes on this topic. Modern day 
saints have lived through periods of 
great darkness and emerged to tell of 
the intense closeness they knew with 
God despite any inward consolations 
of that truth.

When we are “children” in the 
faith God nourishes us interiorly 
with a richness that keeps our atten-
tion and draws us onward. As we 
mature and become “adolescents” 
in our journey, we are weaned from 
those rich experiences of God — or 
at least their frequency is greatly 
diminished. This can be frustrating 
and cause us to act out like disobe-
dient children. We want to return to 
the experience of being held in the 
warm embrace of the Lord. 

We hate the emptiness of our new 
journey, and we may even turn back 

out of confusion or willfulness.
If you find yourself feeling distant 

and lacking in any sort of consola-
tion or affirmations from God, there 
is something you can do. 

Thank God that he is with you 
more closely than ever before. 

Ask him to continue to carry 
you along the journey he has begun 
in you and take courage that many 
saints have preceded you in this jour-
ney. Many have stepped along the 
rough path that you are navigating. 

We are called to fall deeply in 
love of the God of Consolation, not 
love the consolation of God. When 
you are in dryness in prayer or alone 
in darkness where there was once a 
brilliant illuminating presence, be at 
peace and raise your soul to Heaven 
in confidence. God is with us.

This week, continue your spiri-
tual journey with perhaps a broader 
perspective. Step back and look at 
the place you are with God. 

Assess your level of consolation 
and make a note of it — maybe jour-
nalize your assessment so you can 
refer to it later. 

From my own experience, I can 
confirm, you will notice changes 
over time and those changes will re-
veal your growth in what is the most 
important relationship of your life. 

Thank God for your journey and 
pray for those who are struggling to 
find a starting point in their own. 
And in all things, glorify the Lord by 
your life.

FAITH 
OF OUR 

FARMERS

By JOHN L. DAVIS
Deacon, Sacred Heart Catholic 

Church, Chestertown, Md.

To say the USDA’s biggest envi-
ronmental program, the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program, or CRP, is at 
a crossroads is like saying climate 
change might be a problem.

After all, the phrase “climate 
change” understates today’s dilem-
ma until, for example, you learn that 
47 percent of the continental U.S. is 
now in drought, 2.7 million acres of 
the West have burned this year, and 
the 8 percent of the U.S. economy 
built on the flow of Colorado River 
is drying up faster than, well, the 
flow of the Colorado River.

So, yeah, climate change is a 
problem.

Equally problematic is USDA’s 
biggest, best hammer to make a dent 
in it, CRP, because it, too, is shrink-
ing even as the challenge of climate 
change grows.

The numbers prove it. The latest 
CRP general sign-up period that 
ended earlier this summer lured in 
only 2.8 million acres of the 4 mil-
lion acres the Biden Administration 
hoped to attract. Worse, that short-
fall will be magnified when CRP 
contracts expire on an estimated 3 
million acres later this month.

That means CRP’s total acres 
likely will drop below today’s 20.6 
million, already the lowest total 
since the program’s debut enrollment 
period in 1986/87.

The drop has been intentional. 
Ten years ago, during its 25th anni-
versary year, CRP held 31 million 
acres after reaching an all-time high 
of 37 million acres. Thereafter, how-
ever, Congress began to cut CRP’s 
acreage caps.

The big cuts came after 2014 
when that year’s contentious Farm 
Bill fight — already two years 
behind schedule — took a cleaver to 
CRP funding. The House Ag Com-
mittee, then led by long-time Re-

publican Frank Lucas of Oklahoma, 
hacked the cap from 32 million acres 
to 24 million acres.

The 2018 Farm Bill modestly 
reversed: CRP caps will rise to 25.5 
million acres in 2022 and 27 million 
acres in 2023.

Still, if USDA doesn’t promote 
and Congress doesn’t fund CRP — 
and the Sonny Perdue-led agency 
and its Big Ag allies had no interest 
in doing either — its impact on soil 
and water conservation will continue 
to drop.

So, too, will its impact on climate 
change. For example, during the 
most recent enrollment period, the 
White House claimed that current 
CRP acres “mitigate more than 12 
million metric tons of carbon dioxide 
equivalent.”

And, it added, that its 2021 goal 
of adding 4 million acres — it got 3 
million — would “mitigate” another 
“3 million tons” while preventing 
“90 million pounds of nitrogen and 
33 millioin metric tons of sediment 
from running into our waterways 
each year.”

Total cost? A bargain by any 
conservation measure: $2 billion in 
2021.

 Despite its 35-year record of 
provable benefits, CRP remains un-
derused and underfunded. Its biggest 

FOOD &
FARM 
FILE

By ALAN GUEBERT

Hold the sickle, CRP needs 
a new, bigger hammer

See GUEBERT
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Our journey continues

See SCHAFFER
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By RICHARD McDONOUGH
AFP Correspondent

In the next few weeks, farmers will 
be harvesting pumpkins – a favorite 
of the season. Pumpkins are grown 
throughout the three Delmarva states. 
And this crop is big business for farm-
ers in the region. 

Virginia is one of the five largest 
producers of pumpkins in the United 
States, according to the USDA. 

Pumpkin patches are also plentiful 
throughout Maryland and Delaware.

The 2020 Virginia Agricultural 
Statistics Annual Bulletin issued by 
the USDA indicated that Virginia 
farmers produced $16,427,000 worth 
of pumpkins in 2019.

 This represented an increase from 
$15,366,000 harvested in 2018, and 
$10,348,000 produced in 2017. USDA 
reported 600 acres of pumpkins in 
Virginia in 2019.

“The pumpkin growing season has 
been pretty good this year for most 
Mid-Atlantic growers,” said Gerald 
Brust, Integrated Pest Management 
and vegetable crops specialist at the 
University of Maryland’s College of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources. 
“Although, some growers have had 
good rains while others have been a 
little dry, but not droughty. 

“The biggest problems with pump-
kins now are foliar diseases such as 
downy mildew, powdery mildew, and 
Plectosporium blight. 

Downy mildew is the most trouble-

some as it can reduce yields greatly if 
it goes untreated. 

However, all these foliar diseases 
can be managed with well-timed fun-
gicide applications.

“At this point in time, squash bugs, 
striped cucumber beetles, and squash 
vine borers are the biggest insect prob-
lems in pumpkins,” Brust continued. 
“Squash bugs feed on leaves and when 
they do this they inject enzymes into 
the leaf that break down cells which 
allows the bugs to suckup the con-
tents. When they inject the enzymes 
it causes leaf tissue to turn yellow and 
eventually die; this can reduce the 
pumpkin plant’s ability to photosyn-
thesize and reduces yields and quality 

of pumpkins. This loss of yield usually 
occurs when there are many squash 
bug immatures and adults feeding on 
a pumpkin plant. 

“This pest needs to be controlled 
when the adults are laying eggs, which 
started [in August]…It is difficult to 
control them once there are several 
different instars (growth stages of 
immatures) in the field.”

Brust said striped cucumber beetles 
showed moderate to high populations 
earlier in the season and now are in 
moderate populations where they 
can feed on the pumpkins themselves 
making them less marketable. 

“For squash bugs and striped cu-
cumber beetles there are insecticides 

that can be used but the timing is 
usually a little late when there are too 
many squash bugs or striped cucum-
ber beetles and the damage is noticed 
too late,” Brust said. “Speaking of 
too late is what usually happens with 
squash vine borer as the eggs were laid 
back in June by this moth at the base 
of small pumpkin plants. The larvae 
hatch from these eggs and bore into 
the base of the plant and feed inside 
the stem. 

“By the time growers see plants 
wilting and dying, about now, it is too 
late to do anything about the pest.”

One aspect of production that farm-
ers cannot control is the weather. 

“Excess rain increases the risk for 
fruit rot,” said Gordon Johnson, Uni-
versity of Delaware Extension fruits 
and vegetable specialist.

Johnson said some of the pest 
problems affecting pumpkins are 
soil-borne. 

“It’s best to keep the pumpkin 
plants off of the bare ground.” 

Using stubble from a cover crop as 
mulch or using plastic sheeting can 
help minimize risks,” he said. 

Some farmers will double crop by 
growing strawberries in the spring and 
then, in the summer, plant pumpkins 
on the same beds.

“Rotating out of pumpkin and other 
vine crops for a minimum of three 
years helps avoid soil-borne diseases 

Striped cucumber beetles are a perennial pest affecting pumpkin plants.

Photo courtesy Gerald Brust

Pumpkins ‘pretty good’ with pest, disease management

Trials ...
Continued from Page 2

two-, four-, six- and eight-foot spac-
ing, with two replications each.

“It’s a question I get all the time,” 
said James Daley, pumpkin breeder 
for H.M. Clause, during Harris Seeds’ 
Virginia Pumpkin Extravaganza field 
day held at Davis’ farm on Sept. 8. “If 
I space the seed out, will I get larger 
fruit? Some growers swear by it.”

Both Davis and Daley said they 
expected the longer spacing to yield 

larger fruit, but data from this year is 
telling a different story. In the plant-
ing strip of Harris’ Kratos F1 variety, 
the two-foot spacing yielded more 
overall pumpkins, 15 per 48 feet, but 
they averaged closer to 20 pounds. 

The eight-foot spacing produced 
larger pumpkins but only one-third 
the number of pumpkins as in the 
2-foot spacing. The four- and six-foot 
spacing strips yielded 11 and 7 mar-
ketable pumpkins, respectively.

“It wasn’t what we thought would 
happen,” Davis said. “Between four 
and five feet (spacing) seemed to be 
the sweet spot for this year, for this 
pumpkin variety.”

Similar results came out of the 
strips of small size pumpkins, where 
Davis was interested in seeing what 
spacing would produce the most 
pumpkins, rather than increasing size. 
Growing the Field Trip variety, Davis 
said the two-foot spacing yielded 
about 30 pumpkins, 40 for the four-
foot spacing, 35 for the six-foot spac-
ing and 20 for the eight-foot spacing. 

“The plant acted like a weed,” he 
said of the high-density strip. “It was 
too competitive.” On the opposite 
end, the low-density strip just didn’t 
have enough plants to make a higher 
yield, he said.

Davis added one year of a trial 

isn’t enough for a firm conclusion 
but it supports his assertion that the 
variety’s genetics plays more of a roll 
in what the plant will produce.

“I think genetics has more to do 
with it than the spacing — with fer-
tility and adequate rainfall. 

“The bottom line for me is allow 
the genetics to do what they’re sup-
posed to do and until you find other-
wise, follow the recommendations in 
the seed book.”

Daley encouraged field day attend-
ees to experiment with plant densities 
on a small scale. 

“See if it helps you,” he said.

See PUMPKINS
Page 14
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Cattle producers have a beef with marketing campaign
BELLE PLAINE, Kan. (AP) — Cat-

tle producers for 35 years have been 
bankrolling one of the nation’s most 
iconic marketing campaigns, but 
now many want to end the program 
that created the “Beef. It’s What’s for 
Dinner” slogan.

What’s the ranchers’ beef? It’s that 
their mandatory fee of $1 per head of 
cattle sold is not specifically promot-
ing American beef at a time when 
imports are flooding the market and 
plant-based, “fake meat” products are 
proliferating in grocery stores.

“The American consumer is de-

ceived at the meat counter and our 
checkoff funds do not do anything 
to help create clarity or answer the 
question of where was that sirloin 
born, raised and harvested,” said Ka-
rina Jones, a Nebraska cattle rancher 
and field director for the R-CALF 
USA trade group that is seeking to 
end the checkoff. Opponents of the 
beef checkoff program, which was 
established by federal law in 1986, 
are urging cattle producers to a sign a 
petition calling for a referendum vote 
on terminating the program. 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 

last month granted an extension until 
Oct. 3 for them to collect the required 
signatures due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Petition supporters argue the beef 
checkoff is a government-mandat-
ed assessment to fund government 
speech. 

Beef checkoff funds by law cannot 
be used to advertise against other 
meats such as pork or chicken, nor can 
they be used for lobbying. 

However, they complain that much 
of the money nonetheless props up 
lobbying groups such as the National 

Cattlemen’s Beef Association that 
oppose mandatory country-of-origin 
labels.

They also point out that today’s 
U.S. cattle industry is radically dif-
ferent than it was when the checkoff 
program was put into place, with more 
imported beef and greater meatpacker 
concentration.

“Now we are paying the advertis-
ing bill for four major meatpacking 
plants that are able to import beef and 

National observance places focus on farmer safety
RICHMOND, Va,  —  To produce 

enough food and fiber to supply world-
wide consumer markets, farmers often 
work through adverse and hazardous 
conditions. According to the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics, agricultural 
occupations are the most dangerous in 
America, with 573 fatalities registered 
in 2019, or 23.1 deaths per 100,000 
workers.

To raise awareness of farming’s 
occupational hazards, the National Ed-
ucation Center for Agricultural Safety 
has designated Sept. 19-25 as National 
Farm Safety and Health Week. 

The annual safety promotion has 
been observed during the third week 
of September since 1944. The theme 
for 2021 is “Farm Safety Yields Real 
Results” — a reminder that it’s in 
everyone’s interest to prioritize the 
health and safety of those who provide 
the nation’s food, fiber and fuel. Each 
day during National Farm Safety and 
Health Week, the AgriSafe Network 
will host two free webinars. AgriSafe 
is a nonprofit organization represent-
ing health professionals and educators 
who strive to reduce health disparities 
in agricultural communities. Daily 

webinar topics include tractor safety 
and rural roadway safety; overall 
farmer health; safety and health of 
youth in agriculture; agricultural fer-
tilizer and chemical safety; and safety 
and health for women in agriculture.

Farm State of Mind — an Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation campaign 
— is among the programs also being 
promoted during the safety week. 

The goal of the campaign is to 
provide relevant information and 
critical mental health resources for 
farming families, as well as reduce the 
stigma surrounding mental illness in 

rural communities.NECAS also will 
promote AFBF’s Think F.A.S.T. cam-
paign, which focuses on addressing 
on-farm safety concerns pertaining 
to teens.

Farmers and other rural residents 
can access additional farm safety 
resources through the Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation safety website.

Information on the site is compiled 
by the VFBF Farm Safety Advisory 
Committee, and addresses topics such 

See BEEF
Page 13

See SAFETY
Page 19
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The Maryland Agricultural and Resource-Based Industry Development 
Corporation (MARBIDCO) announced that the Maryland Value-Added Producer 
Grant Program (for Capital Assets) is accepting applications. It is a grant 
incentive funding opportunity to encourage Maryland's agricultural producers 
and forest products businesses to expand, or diversify, their business 
operations by installing capital assets to make a product that is “value added.”  
 

Eligible business applicants include: 
 Crop or livestock producer or processor (that has been in operation for at 

least two years) 
 Agricultural cooperative 
 Primary or secondary timber products processor 
 Hemp fiber grower-processors may be eligible to apply under certain 

conditions and have been in business in Maryland on or before June 30, 
2020 
 

Applicants can receive up to $10,000 for projects such as production buildings 
and major fixtures, livestock or seafood processing facilities, fruit or vegetable 
processing facilities, creamery production equipment, timber or wood products 
facilities and manure digesters. Cash matching funds are required, and must be 
at least equal to the amount of the grant funds requested. 
 
For more information go to www.marbidco.org , call 410-267-6807, or email 
Financial Programs Associate Daniel Sweeney at dsweeney@marbidco.org.   
 

The application deadline is 4:00 p.m., on Thursday, September 23, 2021. 
(Applications received in the mail with a Saturday, September 18, 2021 
postmark will be accepted.) Grant award announcements will be made by mid-
November 2021.  Sound good, but not quite what you’re looking for? 
MARBIDCO has financing programs available for agribusinesses featuring low 
cost loans, including bank gap financing.  Visit www.marbidco.org to learn 
more! 

Farm and Forestry 
Business Diversification 

Grants Are Available! 
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DANVILLE, Va. (AP) — Tyson 
Foods will invest $300 million to es-
tablish a manufacturing facility in Vir-
ginia’s Pittsylvania County, a project 
expected to create 376 new jobs, Gov. 
Ralph Northam announced Thursday. 

The Arkansas-based company plans 
a 325,000-square-foot (30,200-square 
meter) facility at Cane Creek Centre, 
an industrial park jointly owned by the 
county and the city of Danville, and 
is committing to purchase 60 million 
pounds of Virginia-grown chicken 
over the next three years, officials said 
in a statement. Virginia competed with 
North Carolina for the project.

“Tyson Foods has been a major 
employer in Virginia for more than 
five decades and continues its growth 

trajectory with this new operation in 
Danville-Pittsylvania County, creating 
hundreds of quality jobs for the citizens 
of Southern Virginia,” Northam said in 
a statement. ”We look forward to many 
years of success.”

Matt Rowe, economic development 
director for the county, said average 
annual salaries for the positions will 
be substantially above the prevailing 
average wage in the county at around 
$40,000 to $45,000, the Danville Reg-
ister & Bee reported.

Tyson will make fully cooked foods 

including Any’tizer Snacks and chicken 
nuggets. Raw product will be brought 
into the facility, Rowe said, stressing 
that it will not be a slaughterhouse. 

Headquartered in Springdale, Ar-
kansas, Tyson employs more than 2,000 
people across Virginia in its hatchery, 
grain, and processing operations — in 
Richmond-area Henrico County and on 
the state’s Eastern Shore.

“Our continued focus on consumer 
driven innovation will accelerate this 
momentum and our investment ... will 
help drive the long-term growth of the 

iconic Tyson brand,” President of Pre-
pared Foods for Tyson Foods Noelle 
O’Mara said in a statement.

Northam approved a $3.04 mil-
lion grant from the Commonwealth’s 
Opportunity Fund and a $3 million 
performance-based grant from the Vir-
ginia Investment Performance Grant, 
an incentive that encourages continued 
capital investment by existing Virgin-
ia companies, to help Danville and 

See TYSON
Page 19

last summer working at her family’s 
produce stand at the Del Ray Farmers’ 
Market in Alexandria, Va., and works 
part time at Hancock Family Farms in 
LaPlata, Md.

Burch said she is attracted to any 
conversation involving agriculture, 
because it creates an opportunity for 
her to educate someone on the industry.

“I have met so many people and re-
ally enjoyed talking about my farming 
adventures and my 4-H accomplish-
ments,” she said, mentioning her eight 
years in the Charles County (Md.) 4-H 
system. “It totally amazes me how in-
terested people are in discussing ways 
we raise vegetables and are constantly 
seeking planting and cooking advice.”

Short just began his first semester of 
studies at Clemson University this fall, 
and he said he is determined to contin-
ue his home-grown produce business 
in Laurel, Del., from more than 600 
miles away in Clemson, S.C.

He said he began his self-starter 
business by converting a pop-up camp-
er into a roadside “Little Farmer Evan’s 
Produce” in 2010. 

He has kept the business going 
despite challenges of trying to qualify 
for loans, acquiring new land, equip-
ment problems, diseases, pests and 
competition.

Short said he has aspirations of 
eventually being the No. 1 grain pro-
ducer in Delaware.

“While in college, I want to learn 
how to overcome all the obstacles and 
challenges that come with farming,” he 
wrote in his essay. “I want to learn all 
aspects of farming, from the business 
side to the soil and all the insects in 
between.”

He said in his 10 years of being in-
volved in his produce stand, he’s seen 
a lot o farms disappear.

“I have learned that farming is a 
thankless job and not many people 
want to do it any more,” Short said. “I 
am one of the few that want to keep 
agriculture alive  in Delaware.

“I am the future of farming and 
with the support of our communities, 
we can make farming stay around for 
future generations.”

Scholarships ...
Continued from Page 2

Tyson investment to bring 376 more jobs to Virginia
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Guebert ...
Continued from Page 6

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — Harris 
The Purdue University/CME Group Ag 
Economy Barometer improved in Au-
gust, up four points to a reading of 138. 

The modest rise was attributable to 
improvements in both of the barome-
ter’s sub-indices. 

The Index of Current Conditions 
rose 9 points to a reading of 152, and 
the Index of Future Expectations rose 
2 points to a reading of 132. 

The Ag Economy Barometer is 
calculated each month from 400 U.S. 
agricultural producers’ responses to a 
telephone survey. 

This month’s survey was conducted 
Aug. 23-27.

In August, producers had a more 
positive view of their farms’ financial 
situation than earlier this summer. 

The Farm Financial Performance 
Index rose 11 points to 110, its highest 
reading since May, as more farmers 
indicated they expect profitability to 
be better this year compared with 2020.

“Although corn, soybean, and wheat 
prices have declined in recent weeks, 
farmers have more confidence in their 
2021 revenue expectations,” said James 
Mintert, the barometer’s principal 

investigator and director of Purdue 
University’s Center for Commercial 
Agriculture. “Yield prospects stabi-
lized or improved for many producers 
in August as some precipitation fell in 
areas that had been abnormally dry and 
drought-stricken. 

“That helps explain this month’s 
improvement in the Farm Financial 
Performance and Current Conditions 
indices.”

Producers are becoming increas-
ingly concerned about farm input price 
inflation. 

On the August survey, 39 percent 

of respondents said they expect input 
prices to rise by 8 percent or more in 
the next 12 months, up from 30 percent 
who felt that way in both June and July. 

One in five producers (21 percent) 
expect farm input price inflation to ex-
ceed 12 percent in the next 12 months. 

Just 13 percent of producers sur-
veyed said they expect input price 
pressure in the upcoming year to fall in 
a range of 0 to 2 percent, which would 
be similar to the average rise in farm 
input prices over the last decade.

Both the Short-Term and Long-Term 
Farmland Values Expectations Indices 
rose by four points in August compared 
with July, as producers remain optimis-
tic that farmland values will continue to 
rise. At the same time, about one-half 
of corn/soybean growers expect farm-
land cash rental rates to rise above 2021 

Sentiment improves, but inflationary concerns mount

See SENTIMENT 
Page 14

headwinds, ag’s full-time climate 
deniers and Congress’s part-time 
deficit hawks, continue to throw up 
“feed-the-world” roadblocks anytime 
anyone mentions a return to pre-2018 
acreages.

Worse, in recent years, some farm 
groups have added a new one: that 
expanding CRP takes land from be-
ginning farmers. Like most anti-CRP 
arguments, this one comes with a 
large side order of baloney. The 2018 
Farm Bill included the Transition In-
centive Program (and $50 million) to 
address any harm CRP might cause 
beginning farmers.

A bigger problem for expansion 
now, however, is today’s profitable 
commodity prices. With corn and 
soybean harvest prices over $4 and 
$12 per bushel, respectively, USDA 
literally can’t buy new CRP acres for 
love nor money.

Which strongly suggests that for 
CRP to have an important role in 
climate change mitigation in the next 
35 years, it will need a massive refo-
cus of its goals and billions more to 
underwrite the chance to reach any.

The best chance to do both is the 
coming month when members of 
Congress’s ag committees divvy up 
$135 billion — ag’s share of the $3.5 
trillion budget reconciliation bill — 
in new ag spending for the coming 
decade.

As such, Congress likely has the 
money and the votes to make a real, 
lasting difference. Now all it needs is 
the courage to swing a bigger ham-
mer.

* * *
(Editor’s note: Readers are 

invited to reach Alan Guebert at 
agcomm@farmandfoodfile.com 
or write us at editorial@ameri-
canfarm.com. Mr. Guebert’s views 
are his own and do not necessarily 
reflect those of American Farm 
Publications.)
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Farm, Richardson Farms, Roseda 
Farms, Stoecker Farms Produce, 
Weber’s Cider Mill Farm, Clear 
Meadow Farm and Corner Mill Farm 
from Baltimore County; Benual King 
and Flinchbaugh Orchard from York 
County, Pa.; Bartenfelder Farms, 
Brisk Wind Farms and Clayton Farms 
from Caroline County; Daily Crisis 
Farm and Pond View Farm from 
Harford County; D.C. Central Kitchen 
from Washington, D.C.; Jake Lovett 
and Tom Humphries from Dorchester 
County;Mason Farms Produce from 
Queen Anne’s County; Miller Farms 
from Prince George’s County; Moun-
taire Farms Inc.; Rahll’s Produce from 
Anne Arundel County and Whisper-
ing Breeze Farm, Carroll County.

“The support we received from 
farmers has been incredible,” Al-
bright said. “We are so grateful for 
the generosity of these Maryland and 

Pennsylvania farmers, and to Rahll’s 
Produce and for donating a truck and 
driver to help transport the products 
and EnvrioCool Service who provided 
an additional refrigerated truck when 
we filled the first three.” 

In total, more than five trailer loads 
of farm-fresh chicken, beef, pork, 
eggs, milk, cheese, yogurt, apples, 
peaches, collard greens, potatoes, 
corn and tomatoes left Fruits Farm 
this week to be delivered to commu-
nities in Louisiana and Pennsylvania. 
Hunsberger said First Fruits Farms 
will be sending at least one additional 
delivery in the coming weeks.

First Fruits Farm served as the 
central gathering location for dona-
tions and their farm crew worked to 
receive the donations, package them 
and load them on to the Convoy of 
Hope trailers. 

The first wave of deliveries in-
cludes 10 pallets of sweet corn, nine 
pallets of potatoes, five pallets of 
green beans, 17 pallets of dairy, eggs 
and meat and 26 pallets of assorted 
fruits and vegetables. Along with 
donating 40,000 pounds of chicken 
to Convoy of Hope, Mountaire Farms, 

Inc., is sending volunteers to impacted 
area cooking and serving meals to 
people dealing with extended power 
outages.

“We have operations in communi-
ties that could be impacted by these 
storms so for us, it’s personal,” said 

Catherine M. Bassett, the company’s 
director of communications and com-
munity relations. “We know we’d want 
people to help us out, so we’re happy 
to do our part to help others.”

Support ...
Continued from Front Page

Nuffield International USA is host-
ing an ‘International Perspectives on 
Soil Health’ webinar on Sept. 22 from 
3 to 5 p.m. 

This virtual gathering will feature 
Nuffield Farming Scholars from Cana-
da, the United Kingdom and Australia. 

The scholars will discuss what they 
learned about soil health during their 
global travels and what changes they 
have implemented on their own farms 
as a result. 

Bringing together this unique group 

of global leaders provides anyone in-
terested in soil health with the oppor-
tunity to learn about best practices and 
innovations which are being developed 
around the world, and how climate and 
economic conditions impact on-farm 
implementation.

As part of the event, Ed Kee, Nuff-
ield International USA President and 
former Delaware Secretary of Agricul-
ture, will give an overview of Nuffield 
scholarship opportunities for people 
involved in agriculture in the United 

States. 
Bill Northey, former Under Secre-

tary of Agriculture for Farm Produc-
tion and Conservation at USDA, will 
give some thoughts on the importance 
of having an international perspective 
when addressing soil health and other 
issues in agriculture. 

Nuffield Scholars Blake Vince of 
Merlin, Ontario Canada, Jake Free-
stone of Overbury, Tewkesbury Unit-
ed Kingdom and Grant Pontifex of 
Paskeville, South Australia will then 

discuss the impact of cover crops and 
other practices promoting soil health 
they have put in place on their farms. 

Register for the webinar at https://
iastate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ-
cld-CrpjouG931j3_VzE2PC_ jbvaN-
VITqB

The webinar will be recorded. Reg-
ister if you would like to receive a link 
to the recording. 

For more information, contact Brian 
Dougherty at brian1@iastate.edu or 
563-239-7070.

Webinar to provide international perspectives on soil health

source it from cheaper countries and 
fool our consumers,” Jones said.

The petition has created a schism 
in the livestock industry between 
those who support the checkoff and 
those who don’t. But consumers have 

a stake in the fight as well.One way to 
look at this is that consumers probably 
should not like the checkoff program 
because it raises their beef prices, and 
some consumer groups are opposed to 
it for that reason, said Harry Kaiser, 
director of Cornell University’s Com-
modity Promotion Research Program. 

Another way to look at it is that the 
checkoff also funds research into beef 
safety and the development of new 
beef products, he said.

“Consumers pay a few pennies 
more, but it is a safer product, a better 
quality product,” Kaiser said.

Kaiser — who conducts research 
for the USDA on commodity advertis-
ing and promotion programs — wrote 
in an economic analysis that domestic 
beef demand between 2014 and 2018 
would have been 14.3 percent lower 
without the consumer advertising 
and other promotional activities of 
the Cattlemen’s Beef Promotion and 

Research Board.
 In 2019, the board had a budget of 

$40.5 million to spend on activities 
that was designed to increase beef 
demand.

Kaiser also noted in a phone in-
terview that the checkoff-funded 
marketing research found that one 
reason consumers have been reluctant 
to purchase beef is because they felt it 
takes too long to prepare after coming 
home from work.  

Beef ...
Continued from Page 10
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tinuing increase in drought (high 
confidence); continuing increase in 
fire weather (medium confidence); 
and

• Eastern North America: In-
creases in mean and extreme precip-
itation (very likely).

Here’s what that means for agri-
culture. Three-fourths of our domes-
tic food production comes from the 
areas of the United States that are 

drying out and burning up. 
To the extent that drought and 

fire impair agricultural productivity 
in the Western and Central U.S., that 
will increase the need (and opportu-
nity) for Eastern farms to make up 
the short-fall. 

Here on the Delmarva Peninsu-
la, we will have more storms and 
floods, but we will not have agricul-
ture-killing drought and fire. 

Here, our farms will see more 
demand for what can be produced, 
while the ability to produce will not 
be destroyed by climate change. 

As a result, Eastern Shore farm-
lands with high production capacity 

are set to become ever more valu-
able, because of climate change.

As Yogi Berra once said, “It’s 
tough to make predictions, especial-
ly about the future.” 

So, what could go wrong?
One way things could go wrong 

is that we shoot ourselves in the foot 
by allowing Delmarva farmland 
to be consumed by residential and 
commercial development for short-
term private profit, similar to what 
we’re already seeing in Delaware.

Now you may say that won’t 
happen here. We not only have 
great soils for farming, but more 
importantly, we also have a long and 

strong tradition of family farming. 
This area has been called the old-

est continuously worked landscape 
in the United States. 

Why would that change if de-
mand for what farms produce is only 
going to go up?

The problem is that with climate 
change, the sprawl pressure on Del-
marva farmland will also go up. 

There is going to be an increasing 
movement of people away from the 
drought and fires of the West and 
Midwest. 

Something completely new and 
life-changing is happening to people 
living out there. 

Some of them, and more of their 
children, will want to move to the 
part of the country that will still 
be, relatively speaking, the “land of 
(more) pleasant living”.

These eastbound climate refugees 
will need places to live. 

Will we ask them to relocate into 
cities and towns, or will we let land 
speculators convert productive farm-
ing lands into sprawl developments 
for new homes? Will we direct more 
resources toward farmland pres-
ervation programs like Maryland 
Agricultural Land Preservation 
Fund, or will we waste money on 
development-inducing infrastructure 
projects like a third Bay Bridge? 

The latest IPCC report, and what 
we have seen in the west this sum-
mer, make plain the need to protect 
and preserve every last farmed and 
wooded acre of the Delmarva Penin-
sula before it’s too late. 

There is no time to waste! We 
must put in place, now, the land 
preservation measures that the fu-
ture requires. 

To do anything less would be 
a crime against the rural, farming 
communities of tomorrow. 

And the stewards of those lands, 
our farmers, must not only continue 
to think hard about how to protect 
and preserve their agricultural heri-
tage and rural way of living, but how 
to make the land sustainably more 
able to feed the citizens of a drying, 
burning America.

I’m an optimist — my prediction 
is that we’ll do what we need to do, 
and there will be a great future for 
Delmarva farming, but we must plan 
for the coming changes now.

Falstad ...
Continued from Page 5

and pests,” Johnson said. “Four or 
five years is even better. The longer, 
the better.”

Brust added ways to minimize the 
impact of squash bugs or striped cu-
cumber beetles in the future would in-
clude rotating pumpkin crops one-half 
mile away from the previous year’s 
pumpkins or squash fields to reduce 
any damage from this pest. 

The other thing that could be done 
is directing an insecticide application 
to the base of the plant at the beginning 
of the planting season that typically 
starts in June of each year.

Pumpkins ...
Continued from Page 8

Sentiment ...
Continued from Page 2

levels in 2022. Among growers who 
expect cash rents to increase, 44 per-
cent said that they expect rental rates 
to rise from 5 percent to less than 10 
percent, with one-third of respondents 
indicating they expect rates to rise by 
10 percent or more.

The Farm Capital Investment In-
dex leveled out after four consecutive 
months of declines, up three points to 
a reading of 53. The small improve-
ment in the index could be traced to 
fewer producers in August saying they 
planned to reduce their farm construc-
tion activity compared with a year ago. 

Farmers’ machinery purchase plans 
reported on the August survey were 
unchanged from those reported in July.

“Industry reports continue to sug-
gest that supply chain challenges are 
hampering farmers’ machinery pur-
chase plans and could also be playing 
a role in reduced construction activity,” 
Mintert said.

The August barometer survey in-
cluded a series of questions designed 
to learn more about producers’ use of 
cover crops in their farm operation. 

Nearly two-thirds (65 percent) of 
respondents indicated they currently 
use or have used cover crops in the past. 

Among producers currently using 
cover crops (41 percent), nearly half 
(47 percent) began planting cover crops 
within the last five years, while 29 per-
cent have been planting cover crops for 

10 years or more. 
Most producers report that they 

plant cover crops only on a portion of 
their farms’ acreage. 

Fifty-nine percent of cover crop 
users said they plant cover crops on 25  
percent or less of their total acreage, 
while 10 percent of cover crop users 
reported planting cover crops on 75 
percent or more of their acreage. 

When asked why they choose to 
plant cover crops, the most common 
responses (in order) were to improve 
soil health, improve erosion control, 
and improve water quality. 

Although the existence of carbon 
sequestration contracts requiring the 
use of cover crops is a relatively new 
phenomenon, 10 percent of cover crop 
users said that was one of the reasons 
they choose to plant cover crops.

2
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with that force,” Grasso said. 
The tornado, which also nearly 

destroyed New Jersey’s largest dairy 
farm just a few miles away, was one 
of at least 10 spawned by the remnants 
of Hurricane Ida as they moved across 
the Northeast, from Maryland to Con-
necticut that day and the next. 

The storm’s once-in-a-century 
rains led to f looding that drowned 
more than 50 people, including at 
least 25 in New Jersey and another in 
Maryland. 

“It was incredible and unbeliev-
able,” Grasso said. “I think we were 
all in shock for several days. It only 
begins to sink in later.” 

Another less-powerful tornado also 
struck Anne Arundel County, Md., at 
around 2:15 p.m., the Weather Service 
said, causing widespread damage 
in the Annapolis and Edgewater ar-
eas. A second tornado was recorded 
in Charles County, Md. The storm 
dumped nearly two inches of rain at 
BWI Airport between 2 p.m. and 7 
p.m., causing isolated flooding across 
the state. 

But the Grassos and the dairy, 
Wellacrest Farms, likely saw the worst 
of it. Marianne and Wally Eachus were 
eating dinner when the tornado hit 
Wellacrest. The clouds were intense 
and swift, then there was a sound like 

a freight train, Marianne recalled, so 
they ran to the basement.

When the tornado passed, they saw 
that two of their massive grain silos 
had toppled over. Some barns were 
completely reduced to concrete rubble, 
roofs ripped off others, equipment was 
demolished, uprooted trees crashed 
into the old farmhouse. 

“There was just metal, wood, de-
bris, everywhere,” Eachus said. 

Hundreds of cows were trapped 
under collapsed barns. Thirteen have 

died, a couple dozen more suffered 
injuries. A crew was milking when the 
twister ripped and had only seconds 
to hide and hold on. They saw several 
cows swallowed by the funnel. Up to 
100 cows were still missing on Sept. 6. 

For hours after the tornado, Mar-
ianne Eachus and her family, joined 
by neighbors and friends, worked 
to corral the cows back into pens in 
drenching rain. 

Wellacrest was established in 1943 
by the parents of Marianne’s husband, 

Wally Eachus. Just over 20 years ago, 
Marianne and Wally took it over and 
still run it with the help of their kids. 

The farm produces more than 17 
million pounds of milk yearly and 
works with other farms to share and 
sell crops. 

There are 1,400 cows on the prop-
erty, about half of which are milking 
cows. 

Within days, fundraising efforts 
for both farms began. The Glouces-
ter County Board of Agriculture 
launched its own GoFundMe page, 
which has received more than 800 
donations totaling more than $90,000 
as of Sept. 10. Another GoFundMe 
page for Wellacrest has received more 
than 1,000 donations totaling nearly 
$100,000. 

An emotional Grasso said he was 
stunned by the generosity. Neighbors, 
relatives and members of the local 
farming community quickly began 
pitching in at the Grassos’ farm to 
clear downed trees and free equipment 
trapped under rubble, he said. 

“Having never been through any-
thing like this before, I guess the 
overwhelming generosity and sense 
of community from everyone here has 
overwhelmed us,” he said. 

The Eachus family has seen a 
similar outpouring of support. Local 
businesses brought in excavators to 
help free cows, others helped with 
electricity, plumbing, even more 

Tornado ...
Continued from Front Page

An EF-3 tornado with winds up to 150 mph destroyed a produce farm owned by 
Larry Grasso in Mullica Hill, N.J., on Sept. 1. All of the farm’s buildings, including the 
family home, were destroyed. Volunteers from across the community have helped 
clear debris and free equipment. 

Photo courtesy Katie Grasso

See TORNADO
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Rosta ...
Continued from Page 5

increase COVID-19 vaccine distri-
bution and telehealth capabilities; 
purchase medical supplies; replace 
revenue lost during the pandemic; 
build and rehabilitate temporary or 
permanent structures for health care 
services; support staffing needs for 
vaccine administration and testing; 
and support facility and operations 
expenses associated with food banks 
and food distribution facilities.

Recovery Grant applications will 
be accepted on a continual basis 
until funds are expended.

The administration also is mak-
ing Impact Grants available to help 
regional partnerships, public bodies, 
nonprofits and tribes solve regional 
rural health care problems and build 
a stronger, more sustainable rural 
health care system in response to the 
pandemic. 

The USDA encourages applicants 
to plan and implement strategies to:

• Develop health care systems 
that offer a blend of behavioral care, 
primary care and other medical 
services; 

• Support health care as an anchor 
institution in small communities; 
and

• Expand telehealth, electronic 
health data sharing, workforce de-

velopment, transportation, paramed-
icine, obstetrics, behavioral health, 
farmworker health care and coopera-
tive home care.

Impact Grant applications must 
be submitted to a local USDA Rural 
Development State Office by 4 p.m., 
on Oct. 12. 

I encourage potential applicants 
to review the application guide at 
www.rd.usda.gov/erhc. 

USDA Rural Development is 
prioritizing projects that will support 
key priorities under the Biden-Harris 
Administration to help rural Ameri-
ca build back better and stronger. 

Key priorities include combatting 
the COVID-19 pandemic; addressing 
the impacts of climate change; and 
advancing equity in rural America. 

For more information, visit www.
rd.usda.gov/priority-points. 

Rural Development provides 
loans and grants to help expand 
economic opportunities, create jobs 
and improve the quality of life for 
millions of Americans in rural areas. 

This assistance supports infra-
structure improvements; business 
development; housing; community 
facilities such as schools, public 
safety and health care; and high-
speed internet access in rural, tribal 
and high-poverty areas. 

For more information, visit www.
rd.usda.gov. If you’d like to sub-
scribe to USDA Rural Development 
updates, visit our GovDelivery sub-
scriber page.
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the county with the project. He also 
approved a $500,000 grant from the 
Governor’s Agriculture and Forestry 

Industries Development Fund that sup-
ports projects sourcing Virginia-grown 
products. The Virginia Tobacco Region 
Revitalization Commission approved 
$1.5 million from the Tobacco Region 
Opportunity Fund for the project. 

Tyson can receive state benefits for 
new, full-time jobs created and other 
benefits.

Extension Education program. “Often 
referred to as America in miniature, 
Maryland boasts diverse people, ag-
ricultural practices, cultures, and 
ecosystems which students will ex-
amine to perceive the decision-making 
processes within and across ecological 
systems.”

Welsh explains further, “My inten-
tion is to not silo this to agriculture, as 
the program is intended to stretch into 
4-H, youth development, the business 
and marketing side of agriculture, and 
more.” 

Welsh said there are already some 

enthusiastic and engaged students in-
volved in the program this fall.

“I graduated from Berry College 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Animal 
Science in 2019, but I wasn’t prepared 
at that time to start my Master’s De-
gree. I didn’t want to spend too much 
time and money starting a degree with-
out knowing that it was the right choice 
for my future,” said Gracie Siegrist, a 
newly enrolled student in the program. 
“What I love about the Master of Ex-
tension Education program at UMD is 
that there are only 4 core classes plus 
12 to 18 elective credits. This gives me 
a solid foundation but allows plenty of 
opportunity to explore what’s really 
best for my career choice, which is to 
be an Extension agent with a focus on 
agro-ecology. I’m very excited to start 
this journey!”

Program ...
Continued from Page 2

helped haul away debris. The cows 
have food, water and somehow, the 
entire milking operation has returned. 

“I don’t know how we will re-
build,” Eachus said. “We have no 
choice. We have to. Or all this is for 
nothing. Will we just walk away? We 
can’t. This is our home.” 

Other farmers in the area luckily 
escaped damage, said Michelle Infan-
te-Casella, an agricultural agent and 
professor at Rutgers University. 

While up to 10 inches fell in north-
ern New Jersey, local farmers expe-
rienced little flooding. Several days 
later, some farms were already irri-

gating, she said. 
The Grassos are still working with 

their insurer to determine the total 
cost of the damage. FEMA approved 
a disaster declaration on Sept. 8 for 
six New Jersey counties, including 
Gloucester, so the affected can seek 
financial assistance. While farms in 
the area may have gone untouched, 
many homes around the Grassos were 
damaged. 

“We share a lot of grief with a lot 
of the folks who lost a lot of property,” 
Grasso said. “The hope is to recover, 
rebuild and continue, but that’s the 
hope right now. I’m not sure what I’m 
going to do, considering my age and 
all that. ... I’m only trying to do the 
best I can to get back on my feet here. 
It’ll take time.”

(The Associated Press contributed 
to this story.)

Tornado ...
Continued from Page 15

world still have large unvaccinated 
populations, hot spots across the 
globe could lead to more factory and 
port shutdowns, she said. ‘“There is 
no question that we’re going to con-
tinue to see stoppages,’ Dr. Sanders 
said.” 

While lean production and distri-
bution processes are economically 
efficient, these processes are not 
very robust in the face of an event 
like the outbreak of COVID-19. One 
part of the production/distribution 
process breaks down, triggering 
a problem at the next level of the 
chain, and soon the problems cas-
cade. The current logistics system 
has not been designed with redun-
dancy and resilience in mind. 

It lacks the ability to handle mul-
tiple crises at the same time.

And yet we are living in a world 
that is constantly facing multiple 

crises: disease, extreme heat and 
drought, hurricanes, and flash 
floods, higher than normal tempera-
tures ... of which COVID-19 is on 
our minds in this column.

Read the newspaper, listen to the 
radio, or watch television and you 
will find people talking about the 
importance of increasing the vacci-
nation rate in the United States as 
a means of bringing the pandemic 
under in control.

But it is not as simple as that.
As we have seen COVID-19 mu-

tates very quickly and new variants 
like the Delta variant are more infec-
tious than the original. As the Delta 
variant becomes more widespread 
the spontaneous appearance of a 
more deadly variant is not beyond 
the realm of possibility. 

In fact, it is quite likely. And, if 
that new variant were both more 
deadly than Delta and at the same 
time resistant to the current set of 
COVID-19 vaccines, we could be 
back to the situation we were faced 
with in early months of the pan-
demic with a raging disease and no 

effective vaccine.
The surest way to reduce the 

probability of this situation is to 
make certain that as many people in 
the world as possible are vaccinated 
as quickly as possible.

 The quicker we can reduce the 
pool of people in the world who 
catch the disease, the lower our 
chances are of seeing a new more 
virulent version of COVID.

Over the past year we have 
worked to gear up the production 
of the vaccine to make sure that is 
available to everyone in the United 
States and other developed countries 
have done the same for their popula-
tions. But that is not enough.

While the United States has a 
population of 333 million people, the 
world population is 7.9 billion, some 
24 times the U.S. population.

In many developing countries the 
vaccination rates are below 10 per-
cent and the development of a new 
more infections variant could quick-
ly affect everyone on the planet.

From our perspective, the way 
forward is for the developed coun-

tries to band together and establish 
a COVID-19 eradication program 
modeled on the programs that eradi-
cated smallpox and have come close 
to eradicating polio.

Such an effort with a disease like 
COVID-19 will require a significant 
investment on the part of the major 
developed countries of the world. 
Vaccine manufacturing capacity will 
have to be dramatically increased. 

Then it will take the development 
of the means to keep the vaccine in a 
viable condition under a wide range 
of climatic conditions. Vaccinators 
will have to be trained in every city, 
village, and country crossroad in the 
world.

This will be an expensive oper-
ation. But the cost to farmers and 
everyone else in the world of not 
doing it will be far greater.

(Editor’s note: Harwood D. 
Schaffer is a research assistant 
professor in the Agricultural Policy 
Analysis Center, Institute of Agricul-
ture at the University of Tennessee. 
Schaffer co-authors this column with 
Daryll Ray, who retired in 2015.)

Schaffer ...
Continued from Page 6

Tyson ...
Continued from Page 11

Safety ...
Continued from Page 10

as accident response, agricultural 
hazards, mental health and rural road 
safety. Site content also includes links 

to safety resources offered by other 
farming advocacy organizations.

“Safety is such an important aspect 
of farming, and we want to make sure 
folks have access to as many resources 
as they can to help make their jobs as 
safe as possible,” said Dana Fisher, 
chairman of the VFBF safety com-
mittee.

EASTON
GREENSBORO

CAMBRIDGE
DENTON

CENTREVILLE
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Suspect plants should be sent to 
disease diagnostic laboratories for 
testing and should not be planted. If 
any other plants appear to be weak, 
cut through a few of them, and look 
for signs of discoloration in the 
crown. Reddish or reddish-brown 
tissue is an indication of anthracnose 
crown rot, phytophthora crown rot, 
or the more recently identified foliar 
and crown disease Neopestalotiopsis. 
Growers should also inspect plants for 
mites and treat with a miticide prior to 
planting if detected. 

• Beds: Strawberry rooting requires 
adequate bed soil temperature. Raise 
high beds, the higher the better to 
allow for good drainage. Lay plastic 
making sure there is a firm crowned 
bed.

 The goal is to have the plastic tight 
against the soil to allow for good heat 
transfer. Beds with depressions that 
allow water to accumulate can lead to 
disease problems in strawberries.

• Planting Depth: Strawberry 
establishment requires attention at 

planting. Strawberry plugs are very 
sensitive to planting depth – too deep 
and plants will die, too shallow and 
plants will dry out. Plugs should 
be placed so the plug is fully in the 
ground up to the crown, firmed with 
the surrounding soil, with no part of 
the plug exposed and with no soil 
covering over the crown.

• Water: Growers in plasticulture 
with drip irrigation often will try to 
irrigate bed before planting so they 
are fully saturated. 

This is not possible in our sandy 
soils with a single drip line in the 
middle (double lines will have more 
fully wetted soil). 

In addition there is a risk 
of leaching nitrogen out of the 
strawberry root zone. It is preferred 
to add water during transplanting and 
then overhead irrigate a few hours for 
several days to establish plants until 
roots can reach wetted areas from the 
drip tape. 

• Fall Fungicides: With wetter 
warmer fall weather conditions 
and the use of overhead irrigation 
in establishment, there is a risk of 
foliar and crown diseases. To control 
Phytophthora in susceptible varieties 
apply Ridomil (mefenoxam) through 
the drip system 15 days after planting 

followed up with foliar applications 
of a phosphite product (Phostrol, 
Prophyte, etc.) two to three weeks 
later. Ridomil (mefenoxam) has been 
very effective in some trials, but 
resistance has been reported, leading 
to reduced efficacy in some situations. 
According to Penn State: “When 
planting ‘Flavorfest,’ and also ‘Sweet 
Charlie’, use fields that have never 
been used for growing strawberries 
if possible. At planting, use a plant 
dip of fosetyl-Al (Aliette WDG) or a 
phosphite product (ProPhyt, Phostrol, 
etc.). Make foliar applications 
through mid-Fall at intervals allowed 
on the label. The fungus is thought 
to become inactive later in the fall 
when temperatures cool. Watch for 
symptoms next spring and continue to 
treat.”

Switch and Abound plant dips have 
been found to help with anthracnose 
crown rot control. Two or three 
applications of captan or thiram may 
be made after planting during the fall 
season at 10- to 14-day intervals. 

Be sure to get good coverage into 
the crown area.

For Neopestalotiopsis, Sprays of 
Thiram, Switch, or Miravis Prime 
seven to 10 days apart can reduce the 
disease.

The dirty little secret that no one 
dares talk about is that most of the 
world’s environmental problems 
would go away if people would just 
start having fewer children. 

We’re faced with an overflowing 
bathtub of humans on earth and 
we’re reaching for towels to clean up 
the mess. 

Is it asking too much of parents 
around the world to just shut the 
faucet off once in a while?

I’ll give you an example:There 
was a popular television show that 

cerebrated a family that included 19 
children. 

Do you realize if those 19 kids 

had 19 children of their own, 
and those kids had 19 children, 
the original parents would have 
361 grandkids and 6,859 great 
grandchildren sitting at the kids’ 
table for Thanksgiving?

How many kids is too many? 
I’d suggest you may have too 

many kids if ...
• You can’t remember all their 

names.
• When you take the family to 

COSTCO and the food vendors 
see your family approaching they 

immediately shut down their free 
food sample booths.

• You have a child and a 
grandchild on the same day.

• You’re going for the Guinness 
record book of births by a single 
mother which is 69 held by a Russian 
woman, Mrs. Vasilyeva, who gave 
birth to 16 pairs of twins, seven sets 
of triplets and 4 sets of quadruplets. 
(She never gave birth to a single.)

Do I know you?

IT’S THE 
PITTS

By LEE PITTS

When you take a seat in the 
waiting room of a veterinary clinic, 
a feedlot office or an animal health 
store, you occasionally notice a body 
sitting there who looks out of place. 

They are often dressed in a more 
formal attire than most clientele. 

They may be doing their times 
(two times two is four, two times 
four is eight, etc ...), they may be 
reading the 10-year-old copy of 
Progressive Recipies Magazine, or 
they could be annoying you — just 
killing time.

These dedicated people, who 
seem to take precedence over no one 
in the animal health food chain, are 
company reps. 

Salesmen armed to the teeth with 
research trials supporting their prod-
uct, special offers to entice volume 
buying out of season, and lunch 
money. They are the mainstays of 
our continuing education.

They seem to exude a certain 
tension, which is understandable — 

they have the job security of a smoke 
jumper.

A big part of their regular duties 
is producer meetings. Some of these 
meetings go well. 

Others, well, others prove that 
masochism builds character.

John works for an international 
pharmaceutical company that offers 
products for use in livestock. 

He arranged with the manager 
of a good-sized feedlot to put on a 
meeting for the cowboys and vet 
crew employed therein.

 A local steak house was selected 

as an appropriate location for the 
meeting. 

Supper and drinks were furnished 
as bait. 

A good crowd of 18 or 20 showed 
up for the meeting. 

No separate room was available, 
but the maitre d’ had set up a single 
long table that ran the length of the 
room, wall to wall down the center 
of the dining area. 

John set his movie screen against 
the back wall at the end of the table. 

The slide projector sat in the mid-
dle of the table between the attentive 
cowboys.

John began his presentation. He 
started with lung diseases. Pictures 
of fulminating pluritis glared from 
the screen, attracting the attention of 
random diners. 

Presently, an incidental customer 
walked between the projector and 

ON THE 
EDGE OF 

COMMON 
SENSE

By BAXTER BLACK

The producer meeting
See PITTS
Page 21

See BLACK
Page 21

Johnson ...
Continued from Page 5
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For dates of Sept. 3-9

High and low temperatures are reported in degrees measured in Fahrenheit. 
Precipitation measurements are reported in inches fallen for the given week.

 WEATHER WATCHERS

(Key: Reports, in order, are: High temperature; Low temperature; and Rain total for the week)(Key: Reports, in order, are: High temperature; Low temperature; and Rain total for the week)

Andy Highland
New Midway, Md.
90, 50, 2.25

MAEF Headquarters
Havre de Grace
84, 57, 1.24

Bill Grantham
Kearneysville, W.Va.
88, 48, 1.09

Kathy Ostrowski-Morris
Churchton, Md.
No Report

Bruce Bradley
Huntingtown, Md.
80, 59, 1.53

Richard Colburn
Cambridge, Md.
88, 59, 2.10

Kevin George
Easton, Md.
88, 56, 2.71

Henry Bergfelter
Vernon, Del.
89, 56, 3.50

Allen Beachy
Lincoln, Del.
93, 56, 1.70

 2021 PHOTO CONTEST ENTRY

Next reports due oN 
Friday, sept. 17 (by 10 a.m.).

Send ag-related photos to The Delmarva Farmer Photo Contest, Attn: “DF PHOTO CONTEST 
2021” P.O. Box 2026 Easton, MD 21601, or e-mail them to editorial@americanfarm.com. (in 
a .JPG or .EPS format) with “DF PHOTO CONTEST 2021” in the subject line. Please identify 
people and animals in photos, and include photographer’s name and where photos were taken. 
Winner will be chosen at the end of the year and receive a $100 check in a child’s name of his/
her choice. 

Heidi Hawes poses with a cast of “extras” at Madison Farm in Shawsville Va. 

(Photo submitted by Heidi Hawes)

Black ...
Continued from Page 20

Pitts ...
Continued from Page 20

• Toys R Us and KMART went 
bankrupt because you had a gigantic 
yard sale and sold all your kiddy toys 
and clothes.

• Your family car is  an old 
converted school bus.

• You have your own show on the 
Discovery Channel.

• Your “kid’s horse” that you used 
to teach all your kids how to ride 
commits suicide after the news of 
the birth of your latest set of triplets 
reaches the barnyard.

• The PTA made you an honorary 
life member.

• One time you accidentally left 
a child in the light bulb section of 
Home Depot and din’t realize it until 
the next day.

• Your family takes up more than 
three pews in church.

• You fill four grocery carts at two 
different grocery stores and the long 
bed of your pickup to overflowing at 
COSTCO every week and still run 
out of milk, hot dogs and Cheerios.

• You haven’t had a good night’s 
sleep in 30 years.

• Your local school district had to 
build a new school when your brood 
hit school age.

• You have enough children to 
field your own football team (both 
offense and defense) and a girl’s 
soccer team with enough left over 
to have a cheerleading squad and a 
marching band.

• You are on the stork’s annual 
migration route.

• For Halloween your kids went 
as the Duggar family (currently 
includes 20 kids). 

• The Goodwill Store where you 
buy most of your kid’s clothes had 
a sign made just for you that reads, 
“All unattended children will be 
towed away at owner’s expense.”

• Forget keeping track of all those 
report cards, you’re just proud that 
none of your kids has ever jumped 
bail. (At least that you know of.)

• You have a 55 gallon drum filled 
to the brim with old and broken 
crayons.

• Instead of stockings hung with 
care at Christmas time you have one 
piñata and let your kids fight it out 
because you think it builds character.

• The IRS audited you because 
you listed 22 dependents on your tax 
forms.

• You buy Clearasil by the 
gallon, diapers by the truckload and 
bandaids by the boatload.

• Verizon kicked you off their 
family plan because you nearly put 
them in the red last quarter.

• This column made you mad 
because I have no right to criticize 
how many kids you have. 

Be sure to ‘like’ 
The Delmarva Farmer 

on Facebook!

screen, excusing himself politely as 
his shadow darted across a rather 
explicit slide of chronic suppurative 
pneumonia. 

As John was soon to discover, he 
lay in the direct and only path to the 
restrooms.

The wayfarer returned, tripping 
over the projector cord, which gave 
everyone a moment’s respite from 
pulmonary contagion.

Just as John segued into injection 
site abscesses, he was interrupted by 
the waitress, who stepped into the 
spotlight and asked, “Who ordered 
the scotch and water?”

Then, in the midst of his discus-
sion on rumen physiology, a group 
from the other side of the room broke 
into song. 

It was “Happy Anniversary to 
you,” dedicated to a couple celebrat-
ing 58 years of wedded bliss...”Hap-
py anniversary…” “…methane…” 
“…to yo-o-o-o-u-u-u…” “…is 
released along with…” “Yeah, yeah, 
applause…” “Scuse me, I gotta go to 
the john…” “Sure” “Carbon dioxide” 
“Any questions?” “Yes, who ordered 
the two whisky sours and the Bud 
Light?”

On the drive home, John com-
mented to his boss, “All in all, it 
wasn’t too bad a meeting.”

“Yeah,” the boss said, “But ya 
know, they might’ve missed some of 
the details.”
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AUCTIONS

WEEKLY BASIS - SEPTEMBER 10  

Commodity Price Basis

Scoular - Windsor, VA 
Soybeans $12.80  5.00

Laurel Grain Company - Laurel, DE
Corn   $5.36       25.00
Soybeans $12.14    -60.00
Wheat                  $6.34      -60.00

Smithfield Grain- East - Waverly, VA
Corn  $5.51 40.00
Milo/Sorghum     $5.61      50.00

Triple-M-Farms - Lebanon, PA
Corn  $5.52      40.00
Soybeans $12.89  . 15.00

Commodity Price Basis

Kalmbach Feeds - Shippensburg, PA
Corn  $5.41        30.00

Associated Grain, Inc. - Exmore, VA
Corn  $5.12    0.00

PA Grain Processing, Clearfield, PA
Corn  $5.61         50.00

The Mennel Milling Co - West Point, VA
Corn  $5.08   -15.00
Soybeans $12.15      -45.00
Wheat  $7.46    25.00

Augusta Farmers Coop- Weyers Cave, VA
Soybeans $12.56     0.00
Corn  $5.32 0.00

Down 1%
BROILER REPORT

Broiler growers in the United States weekly program placed 
185 million chicks for meat production during the week ending 
September 4, 2021, down slightly from a year ago. Cumulative 
placements from the week ending January 9, 2021 through 

September 4, 2021 for the United States were 6.54 billion. 
Cumulative placements were up slightly from the same period 

a year earlier.

ROCKINGHAM 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

ROCKINGHAM, VA 
SEPTEMBER 2, 2021

VINTAGE LIVESTOCK 
AUCTION PARADISE, PA 

AUGUST 30 , 2021

DEWART LIVESTOCK 
AUCTION 

DEWART,  PA
SEPTEMBER 6, 2021

BLACKSTONE 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

BLACKSTONE, VA 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2021

HOLLERING HILL 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

NATHALIE, VA 
SEPTEMBER 2, 2021

CATTLE
Jersey
Bull calf BH 20.00-25.00
Cow & calf SBH 1000.00
Feeders 500-1000 lbs. .77
HOGS
Boars 150-200 lbs. .95-1.07
Pigs 20-40 lbs. 2.00-10.00
40-80 lbs. 45.00
80-150 lbs. 95.00
SHEEP
Lambs 
Good, BH 110.00-180.00
GOATS
Small Nanny 77.00
Medium Nanny 175.00-
200.00
Small Billy 50.00-90.00
Medium Billy 95.00-180.00
POULTRY
Large roosters 6.00-15.00
Hens 1.00-8.25
Banty roosters .25-10.00
Banty hens 1.00-12.00
Hens w/ chicks 10.00-55.00
Muscovy Drakes 5.00-11.00
Muscovy hens 5.00-11.00
Call ducks 2.50-7.00
Other ducks 7.00-9.00
Pheasants 150.00
Quail 3.00-10.00
Doves 10.00-15.00
Barn pigeons 1.50-5.50
Fancy Pigeons 9.00-16.75
Guineas 17.00-20.00
Baby ducks 8.00
Baby chicks .50-1.50
Baby guineas 1.00
RABBITS
Small 3.25-10.00
Medium .75-12.00
Large 4.00-13.00
EGGS
Medium 1.75
Large 1.50-2.50
Hatching eggs 1.50-8.75
HAY
Good 3.50-8.00
Fair 2.00-3.25
Rough .50
Round bales (straw) 18.00
Shelled corn 50 lb. 9.50

Slaughter Cattle   
77 head
Slaughter Cows   
76 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 
75-80% Lean
850-1200           55.00
1200-1600           63.00
Slaughter Cows Breaker 
High Yielding
1200-1600           65.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 
80-85% Lean
1200-2000     
60.00-66.00
Slaughter Cows Lean 
85-90% Lean
750- 850           40.00
850-1200     30.00-55.00
Slaughter Bulls   
1 head
Slaughter Bulls 
YG 1-2
1000-1500           85.00

Feeder Cattle 86 
(Steers 28, Heifers 23, Bulls 
35) 
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
3    568-570     569    145.00-
147.00     146.33
5    657-690     670    138.00-
146.00     142.59
1    805         805       139.00         
139.00
2    868         868       133.00         
133.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
2    405-425     415    128.00-
146.00     137.22
6    555-579     575    144.00-
147.00     146.52
1    605         605       142.00         
142.00
3    760         760       137.00         
137.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 3
1    530         530       125.00         
125.00
1    620         620       135.00         
135.00
2    740         740       133.00         
133.00
Feeder Steers Small 1
1    450         450       130.00         
130.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
2    448         448       125.00         
125.00
4    510-547     538       122.00         
122.00
3    625         625       125.00         
125.00
1    670         670       117.00         
117.00
3    720-738     732    115.00-
121.50     119.37
2    768         768       117.00         
117.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
1    365         365       125.00         
125.00
3    450         450       126.50         
126.50
1    635         635       104.00         
104.00
1    675         675       104.00         
104.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 3
1    485         485       110.00         
110.00
1    560         560        92.00          
92.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
3    333         333       156.00         
156.00
1    385         385       161.00         
161.00
5    501         501       145.00         
145.00
6    560         560    125.00-
132.50     131.25
3    602         602       127.00         
127.00
1    710         710       114.00         
114.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
1    380         380       130.00         
130.00
2    418         418       153.00         
153.00
5    475         475    144.00-
145.00     144.40

2    555-565     560    132.00-
135.00     133.5
2    643         643       120.00         
120.00
Feeder Bulls Small 1
 1    425         425       132.00         
132.00
 1    545         545       115.00         
115.00
 1    575         575       115.00         
115.00
 1    605         605        90.00          
90.00
Blackstone VA Livestock 
Auction
weekly Auction for Wed Sep 
1, 2021
All prices per hundredweight 
unless otherwise stated
Slaughter Cattle   16 head
Slaughter Cows   16 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
1200-1600     69.00-70.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     57.00-60.00
1200-2000     59.00-66.00
Slaughter Cows Boner High 
Yielding
1200-2000     66.00-69.00
Slaughter Lambs   49 head
Slaughter Lambs, Spring, 
Wooled Choice and Prime
60-  80          220.00
80- 110   220.00-247.00
Slaughter Lambs, Spring, 
Wooled Good and Choice 1-3
30-  60   152.00-197.00
Slaughter Rams and Ewes   3 
head
Slaughter Ewes 
Choice 2-4    80.00-97.00
Goats   7 head

Slaughter Bucks Selection 
No 1-2
100- 150   310.00-320.00
Slaughter Hogs   3 head
Barrows and Gilts US 1-3
230- 250     55.00-58.00

SLAUGHTER CATTLE
COWS – Breaker 75-80%  
(Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
19 1475-1885 
1675 74.00-79.50 
76.84  Average 
6 1525-1845 
1701 80.00-85.00 
81.92  High 
9 1375-1885 
1576 68.50-73.50 
70.51  Low 
COWS - Boner 80-85%  (Per 
Cwt / Actual Wt) 
20 1070-1720 
1429 62.00-67.50 
64.25  Average 
9 1090-1675 
1454 68.00-70.00 
68.85  High 
15 1290-1930 
1483 57.00-61.00 
59.40  Low 
COWS - Lean 85-90%  (Per 
Cwt / Actual Wt)
43 875-1675 1321 
53.00-58.00 
55.25  Average 
11 1115-1500 
1303 59.00-63.00 
60.44  High 
29 905-1520 1196 

47.00-52.50 
49.16  Low 
24 850-1610 1261 
38.00-46.00 
43.26  Very Low 
FEEDER DAIRY CALVES
BULLS - Number 1  (Per Cwt 
/ Actual Wt)
4 80-85 84 
130.00-230.00 
180.37  Beef Cross
8 90-95 93 
140.00-190.00 
165.07  Beef Cross
2 103 103 
140.00 140.00  
8 100-105 103 
155.00-225.00 
184.85  Beef Cross
4 113 113 
127.00 127.00  
4 110-115 111 
150.00-210.00 
180.22  Beef Cross
5 121 121 
120.00 120.00  
2 120-125 123 
120.00-160.00 
140.41  Beef Cross
BULLS - Number 2  (Per Cwt 
/ Actual Wt)
2 85 85 
102.00 102.00  
1 85 85 
120.00 
120.00  Beef Cross
13 90-95 93 
100.00-130.00 
116.56  
1 90 90 
145.00 
145.00  Beef Cross
21 101 101 
130.00 

130.00  
3 105 105 
120.00-130.00 
125.00  Beef Cross
16 113 113 
122.00 
122.00  
1 115 115 
120.00 
120.00  Beef Cross
BULLS - Number 3  (Per Cwt 
/ Actual Wt) 
8 73-74 74 
25.00-62.00 
43.63  
35 82-83 83 
77.00-105.00 
97.07  
3 80-85 83 
75.00-100.00 
86.90  Beef Cross
80 91-95 94 
75.00-110.00 
97.88  
11 106 106 
90.00 
90.00  
1 110 110 
85.00 
85.00  Beef Cross
HEIFERS - Number 1  (Per 
Cwt / Actual Wt) 
6 80-85 83 
140.00-220.00 
161.01  Beef Cross
10 90-95 93 
145.00-185.00 
159.97  Beef Cross
9 100-105 102 
130.00-210.00 
172.26  Beef Cross
3 110 110 
160.00-190.00 
180.00  Beef Cross
1 120 120 
170.00 
170.00  Beef Cross
HEIFERS - Number 2  (Per 
Cwt / Actual Wt)
10 73 73 
10.00 10.00  
1 75 75 
125.00 
125.00  Beef Cross
11 83 83 
17.00 
17.00  
7 92 92 
20.00 
20.00  
1 90 90 
95.00 
95.00  Beef Cross
3 103 103 
25.00 
25.00  
HEIFERS - Number 3  (Per 
Cwt / Actual Wt)
1 95 95 
65.00 
65.00  Beef Cross

Compared to last week's sale 
slaughter cows sold 2.00-3.00 
higher.  Cattle 
supply included 15 steers and 
heifers, 67 slaughter cows, 4 
bulls, 8 
feeder cattle. All prices per 
cwt.
Slaughter Steers: No Market 
Test.
Slaughter Holstein Steers: No 
Market Test.
Slaughter Heifers: No Market 
Test.
Slaughter Cows:
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AUCTIONS

STAUNTON 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

STAUNTON, VA 
SEPTEMBER 3, 2021

WINCHESTER 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

WINCHESTER, VA 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2021 

ABINGDON TRI STATE 
LIVESTOCK 

AUCTION
 ABINGDON, VA 

SEPTEMBER 3, 2021

DILLS LIVESTOCK 
AUCTION 

DOVER, DE 
SEPTEMBER 8, 2021

Premium White       65-75       
69.00-79.00   
Breakers            75-80        
60.00-67.00   
69.00-70.00    
Boners              80-85        
59.50-66.00   
67.50-71.00    
52.50-58.00
Lean                85-90        
51.00-59.00   
62.00-68.00    
33.00-47.00
Slaughter Bulls: Yield Grade 
1  
1016-2020 lbs 81.00-94.00. 
Low Dress
1118-1150 lbs 66.00-75.00.
Feeder Cattle: Sold by the 
cwt.
Steers: Medium and Large 1  
500-550 lbs 150.00. 
Medium and Large 2
200-250 lbs 90.00; 
400-450 lbs 85.00; 
700-750 lbs 117.50; 
900-950 lbs 90.00-102.50.
Holstein Steers: Large 3  
200-300 lbs 90.00-115.00; 
300-400 lbs 115.00-117.50;
650-700 lbs 67.50.
Holstein Heifers: 
Large 3  
500-600 lbs 67.50-80.00; 
600-700 lbs 65.50-77.50; 
700-800 lbs 75.00-80.00; 
900-950 lbs 60.00.
Heifers: Medium and Large 1  
250-300 lbs 125.00; 
350-450 lbs 122.50-127.50;
450-550 lbs 120.00-125.00. 
Medium and Large 2  
200-250 lbs 80.00-95.00; 
300-500 lbs 97.50-100.00; 
650-850 lbs 100.00.
Bulls: Medium and Large 1  
150-200 lbs 135.00-137.50; 
200-250 lbs 140.00-155.00.;
Medium and Large 2  
200-250 lbs 155.00-164.00; 
300-400 lbs 77.50-125.00; 
950-1000 lbs 84.00.
Holstein Bull Calves: 
Compared to last week's sale 
holstein bull calves
sold mostly steady. Calves 
sold by cwt.
Holstein Bull Calves:  
Number 1  
96-120 lbs 95.00-120.00; 
84-94 lbs 75.00-95.00. 
Number 2  
96-120 lbs 85.00-115.00; 
84-94 lbs 50.00-70.00. 
Number 3 
80-120 lbs 20.00-72.50. 
Utility 80-120 lbs 5.00-10.00.
Holstein Heifer Calves: 
Number 1  
80-100 lbs 17.50-45.00. 
Number 2
70-90 lbs 15.00-20.00.
Beef Calves: 
86-100 lbs 170.00-270.00.
Angus/Holstein Cross: 
80-116 lbs 125.00-200.00.
Feeder Pigs: Sold by the head.
US 1-2  
30-50 lbs 50.00-55.00; 
60-70 lbs 100.00.
Slaughter Hogs: Sold by the 
cwt.
48-52 percent lean 
250-300 lbs 70.00; 
350-400 lbs 57.50-72.50.
Roasters: No Market Test.
Sows: 500-700 lbs 55.00-
76.00.
Boars: No Market Test.
Sheep and Lambs: Sold by 
the cwt.
Lambs: Choice 1-3  60-80 lbs 

265.00.
Yearlings: No Market Test.
Ewes: No Market Test.
Rams: No Market Test.
Goats: Sold by the head with 
estimated weights.
Kids: Selection 1  
50-60 lbs 160.00; 
60-80 lbs 185.00; 
80-100 lbs200.00-235.00. 
Selection 2  
15-20 lbs 27.50; 
20-40 lbs 60.00-110.00; 
60-80 lbs 165.00.
Nannies: 
Selection 1  
80-130 lbs 185.00-260.00; 
130-200 lbs 270.00-330.00.
Selection 2  
155.00-255.00.
Billies: 
Selection 1  150-250 lbs 
390.00.
Wethers: Selection 1  
150-250 lbs 500.00. 
Selection 2  100-150 lbs 
235.00-320.00.

Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
3    310          310      189.00         
189.00
7    381          381      181.00         
181.00
12    420-436      435   162.00-
170.00     169.36
17    474-487      482   166.00-
168.50     167.49
40    544          544      157.00         
157.00
18    552-555      553   147.00-
163.00     157.65
16    638-649      648   151.00-
157.00     156.26
8    700-747      718   131.00-
146.00     140.14
8    746          746     $149.00$        
149.00     
1    800          800      115.00         
115.00
1    850          850      124.00         
124.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
2    370         370       176.00         
176.00
6    423         423       152.00         
152.00
10    478         478       162.00         
162.00
2    505-510     508     85.00-
135.00     110.12
3    627         627       137.00         
137.00
1    655         655       129.00         
129.00
1    715         715       127.00         
127.00
3    770         770       136.00         
136.00
4    889         889       123.00         
123.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 3
1    450         450       106.00         
106.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
13    328-338     330    148.00-
150.00     149.68
27    380-385     381    140.00-
156.00     154.92
44    455-483     457    139.00-
147.50     146.89
40    500-537     536    132.00-
134.50     134.44

4    561         561       133.00         
133.00
18    610-645     643    124.50-
132.00     124.90
19    710-735     726    126.50-
135.00     129.91
6    903         903       126.00         
126.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
10    313-328     325    145.00-
159.00     156.30
5    375-398     384       130.00         
130.00
5    448         448       136.00         
136.00
16    453-458     454    115.00-
143.00     139.47
25    559         559       130.50         
130.50
9    600-639     635    130.00-
131.50     131.34
5    715         715       124.00         
124.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 3
3    360         360       111.00         
111.00
1    480         480       115.00         
115.00
1    560         560       105.00         
105.00
2    668         668       126.00         
126.00
Feeder Heifers Small 1
1    695         695        81.00          
81.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
6    318         318       189.00         
189.00
10    387         387       186.00         
186.00
3    427         427       160.00         
160.00
26    460-471     470    150.00-
162.00     161.10
32    541-542     541    145.00-
151.00     150.44
2    555         555       146.00         
146.00
4    644         644       136.00         
136.00
1    680         680       129.00         
129.00
11    743         743       121.00         
121.00
4    858         858       116.00         
116.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
2    300         300       171.00         
171.00
5    420         420       172.00         
172.00
3    483         483       145.00         
145.00
3    558         558       148.00         
148.00
9    625-640     638    127.00-
135.00     134.13
1    700         700       125.00         
125.00
2    878         878       118.00         
118.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 3
2    358         358       140.00         
140.00
1    490         490       121.00         
121.00
1    530         530       129.00         
129.00
Feeder Bulls Small 1
1    450         450       134.00         
134.00
Winchester VA Livestock 
Auction
Weekly Auction for Mon Sep 
6, 2021
All prices per hundredweight 
unless otherwise stated
Slaughter Cattle   95 head

Slaughter Cows   77 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
850-1200     58.00-67.00
1200-1600     52.00-66.00
Slaughter Cows Breaker High 
Yielding
1200-1600     71.00-72.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     52.00-66.00
1200-2000     54.00-65.00
Slaughter Cows Boner High 
Yielding
1200-2000     67.00-70.00
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90% 
Lean
750- 850     21.00-40.00
850-1200     41.00-50.00
Slaughter Bulls   18 head
Slaughter Bulls YG 1-2
1000-1500     86.00-89.00
1500-2500    88.00-100.00

Feeder Cattle   638 head
Feeder Steers   300 head
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
200- 300          150.00
300- 400   175.00-190.00
400- 500   146.00-191.00
500- 600   132.00-152.00
600- 700   135.00-155.00
700- 800   116.00-148.00
800- 900   119.00-140.00
900-1000          123.00
1000-1100          100.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
200- 300          182.50
300- 400   135.00-190.00
400- 500   156.00-170.00
500- 600   138.00-158.00
600- 700   130.00-153.00
700- 800   128.00-149.50
800- 900   100.00-130.00
900-1000           96.00
1000-1100           90.00
Feeder Holstein Steers   13 
head
Feeder Holstein Steers Large 
2-3
300- 400          130.00
400- 500           84.00
500- 600           94.00
600- 700     81.00-91.00
700- 800           84.00
800- 900           86.00
Feeder Heifers   225 head
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
200- 300          131.00
300- 400   131.00-156.00
400- 500   141.00-147.00
500- 600   122.00-152.00
600- 700   120.00-134.00
700- 800   126.00-136.00
800- 900   116.00-125.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
200- 300          102.50
300- 400   110.00-130.00
400- 500   115.00-138.00
500- 600   114.00-136.00
600- 700   118.00-136.00
700- 800   110.00-127.00
800- 900     71.00-77.00
Feeder Bulls   100 head
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
200- 300          150.00
300- 400   173.00-196.00
400- 500   110.00-163.00
500- 600   130.00-145.00

600- 700   133.00-142.00
700- 800   113.00-124.00
800- 900     75.00-76.00
900-1000           76.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
200- 300          150.00
300- 400   147.00-190.00
400- 500   120.00-144.00
500- 600   128.00-138.00
600- 700   107.00-138.00
700- 800          129.00
800- 900           70.00
900-1000           70.00
Slaughter Cattle   240 head
Slaughter Cows   200 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
850-1200     59.00-63.00
1200-1600     60.00-65.00
Slaughter Cows Breaker High 
Yielding
1200-1600     72.00-77.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     69.00-70.50
1200-2000     70.00-72.00
Slaughter Cows Boner High 
Yielding
1200-2000     73.00-75.00
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90% 
Lean
750- 850     50.00-58.00
850-1200     47.00-51.00
Slaughter Bulls   40 head
Slaughter Bulls YG 1-2
1000-1500     80.00-89.00
1500-2500     74.00-92.00
Slaughter Bulls High Yielding
1000-1500     95.00-99.00
1500-2500   101.00-105.00
Cows Returned To Farm   1 
head
Medium and Large 1, 10 
years old
1300               860.00 per head
Cows With Calves At Side   1 
pair
Medium and Large with with 
200 lb calf
850               760.00 per pair

Feeder Cattle   230 head
Feeder Steers   140 head
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
400- 500   145.00-178.00
500- 600   150.00-168.00
600- 700   149.00-159.00
700- 800   134.00-140.00
900-1000          135.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
400- 500   137.00-168.00
500- 600          145.00
600- 700   141.00-147.00
700- 800   135.00-137.00
Feeder Heifers   75 head
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
300- 400          144.00
400- 500   129.00-136.00
500- 600   124.00-141.00
600- 700   132.00-133.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
300- 400   130.00-139.00
400- 500   135.00-136.00
500- 600          135.00
Feeder Bulls   15 head
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
400- 500          140.00
500- 600   136.00-154.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 

Large 2
300- 400          125.00
400- 500          145.00
500- 600          121.00
On-Farm Feeder Cattle  174 
head
Feeder Steers   174 head
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1-2
800- 900          146.50
900-1000          142.00
Slaughter Cattle   9 head
Slaughter Cows   9 head
Slaughter Cows 
Breaker 75-80% Lean
1200-1600     50.00-65.00
Slaughter Cows 
Boner 80-85% Lean
800-1200     45.00-65.00
Slaughter Cows
Lean 85-90% Lean
850-1200     38.00-47.00

CATTLE
Cows, per pound
Good .51-.78
Feeders, per pound
500-1000 lbs. .54-1.32
250-500 lbs. 1.10-1.36
Light Dairy .50-1.67
Mini Zebra 1,500.00
Calves, by the head
Good Bull 75.00-100.00
Good 50.00-55.00
Rough 5.00-12.00
NO PIGS
GOATS
By the head
Stag 155.00-317.00
Nanny 210.00
Billy 60.00-110.00
Pigmy 90.00-310.00
SHEEP
Per pound 
Ewes .92-2.52
Rams .97-2.60
Wethers 1.80-2.00
POULTRY
Baby Chicks .25-4.00
Large roosters 6.00-28.00
Old Hens 2.00-18.00
Banty Roosters 1.00-10.00
Banty hens 1.00-10.00
Muscovy hens 1.00-6.00
Call ducks 5.00-31.00
Other ducks 1.50-8.00
Turkeys 15.00-60.00
Geese 19.00-39.00
Quail 1.00-2.00
Doves 3.00-7.00
Fancy Pigeons 6.00
Guineas 8.00-11.00
Peafowl 25.00
RABBITS
Small 1.00-15.00
Medium 1.00-12.00
Large 2.00-65.00
EGGS
Small 1.00-15.00
Medium 1.00-12.00
Large 1.00-2.00
HAY
Good, Fair, Rough 
150.00-650.00
Straw 2.50-2.75
Round Bales 17.00-62.00
HORSES 525.00
DONKEY 450.00
ALPACAS 600.00
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FOR SALE 
New and used GT recir-
culating batch dryer. Call 
now for winter discounts. 
Buy now pay later. Call 
anytime 1-877-422-0927

1998 CASE IH 2388 
Combine with rear wheel 
assist.  Drive tires 95%. 
$20,000 update in Oct. 
2018, $5,000 in Oct. 
2019.  Includes 20 ft. 
1020 flex head, this com-
bine has been well taken 
care of and always stored 
in shed.  4717 engine 
hrs.; 3385 rotor hours.  
$35,000.00 with head.  
Call Darrell Ag Solutions 
of VA 804-514-9845.

CASE IH 1394 CAB 
TRACTOR W/ AIR

4990 hours.  S.N.# 
11502277, 65 HP, used 
for spraying.  $9,500.00.  
Pictures avail.  Call Dar-
rell, Ag Solutions of VA 
804-514-9845.

JD 608C CORNHEAD
Opposing knife rolls, 
had deck plates, brush 
chains, very nice.  
$29,500.  NO PAYMENT 
FOR 1 YEAR!  (30) other 
corn heads available.  
Call 800-919-3322.

JD 625F HYDRAFLEX
JD 625F Hydraflex grain 
head, FANCY.  Full finger 
auger, good cutterbar, 
$21,500.  NO PAYMENT 
FOR 1 YEAR!  (35) other 
JD 600 and 900 series 
heads.  800-919-3322.

FARM EQUIPMENT FOR 
SALE

Lely Lotus 600 Tedder 19 
foot.  Can be converted 
to raking mode.  Sold the 
cows, don’t need.  Call 
Darrell Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
Terra-force tiller 102” 
heavy duty.  Used very 
little, pictures available.  
$4,500.  Call Darrell 
Hornstra, Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
Farmall C for sale.  Ask-
ing $1,200.  Ford model 
600, excellent condition.  
Asking $2,800 (nego-
tiable) Call 443-235-3030 
for more information.

CASE IH 3650
Case IH 3650 round 
baler, soft core, 5’x6’ bale 
size. $4,900.  Pictures 
available.  Call Darrell 
Hornstra, Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

JD GRAIN DRILL
JD Grain Drill SN39658 
with firming wheels.  
21x7 double disk open-
ers.  $3,900.  Pictures 
available.  Call Darrell 
Hornstra, Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

JD 920 MOCO
JD 920 MOCO with flails. 
SNT989017.  Field ready.  
Sold cattle and don’t 
need.  $8,500.  Pictures 
available.  Call Darrell 
Hornstra, Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

CASE IH 1020
Case IH 1020 head 30 ft 
grain table, with a Hurst 
header cart. $13,000 for 
all.  Excellent condition.  
Call 410-829-2245

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
International 2010A 10 
wheeler with 20 ft dump 
body; Agco Allis 9695 
4x4 tractor.  Only 2,500 
original hours; JD 7240 
11 row vacuum planter,  
Equipment is shed kept 
and in excellent condi-
tion.  Call 410-924-6907 
for more information.  

1995 JD 9500 COMBINE
Lots of new parts, dealer 
maintained, also included 
918 flex platform and 
643 cornhead.  All in field 
ready condition.  Equip-
ment has been stored 
undercover.  $35,000 
OBO.  Call 301-653-
6955.

2005 JD 9660 COMBINE
2005 JD 9660 combine.  
3100 separator hours, JD 
630 cutterbar and HT30 
header cart included.  
$60,000 for package.  
Call 410-829-0042.  

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
1991 9280 Case IH, 425 
hp, power shift, 6000 
hours, in excellent shape.  
All implements available.  
5700 Case IH chisel 
plow, 33 ft.  496 Case 
IH disk, 35 ft. Unverferth 
rolling basket, 36 ft.  
$78,000 OBO.  Call 302-
632-9748. 

WANTED

WANTED - GRAIN 
TRUCK

Wanted good, used 6 
wheel dump grain truck.  
Late 1990’s or newer.  
Prefer diesel.  Will also 
consider a cab and chas-
sis.  Please call 410-310-
3875

FARM SPACE NEEDED 
NJ AREA

Do you have a little extra 
space tucked away in 
a quiet place on your 
farm?  Donation based 
prayer and retreat space 
in a natural setting needs 
a place to plant roots.   
Contact Jmariebythe-
sea@gmail.com 

RECYCLED ASPHALT-
RECYCLED 
CONCRETE

 5 sizes to choose from. 
Great for parking lots, 
driveways & Chicken 
houses. Also available, 
Race track sand, Horse 
stall mix. Dependable 
Sand & Recycling. Call 
(410) 822-6363

IRRIGATION PARTS
Over 240,000 parts to 
help you manage your 
irrigation and waste 
water.  We custom build 
aluminum/cast alumi-
num, black/galvanized 
steel, and PVC fittings.  
Call 800-246-3685.  
Schumacher Irrigation, 
Inc.  Your irrigation su-
perstore. 

REAL ESTATE

15 wooded acres, 
great homesite, Onley, 
VA.  Eastern Shore.  All 
mature woods, great 
hunting.  Asking $72,000.  
Call 757-710-0070.

90 acres, Atlantic coast 
Eastern Shore VA.  45 
acres tillable with pond 
and 45 acres, 30 year old 
Loblolly timber, subdi-
vided for 24 homesites 
or build forever dream 
home.  4 miles to Bay.  
45’ above sea level.  
Asking $539,000.  Call 
757-710-0070

120 acres on Eastern 
Shore, VA.  115 tilable 
with pond.  Has minor 
subdivision.  4 miles to 
Bay.  Close to stores 
and restaurants.  Asking 
$698,00.  Call 757-710-
0070
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WORKING CATS 
LOOKING FOR 
EMPLOYMENT

Do you have a rodent 
problem?  Free services 
available.  Needing to 
place cats in a safe 
habitat in exchange for 
rodent control.  Fully 
vetted, large selection, 
full set up provided.  Call 
302-547-8720.

YODERS BOOM 
MOWING AND FIELD 

CUTTING
Ponds, ditches, CREP, 
hedge rows, driveways, 
woods edge, overgrown 
fields,  free estimates in 
MD & DE, in our 20th 
Year of Service.  Call 
Ken at 443-480-0772.

BARN CATS
Barn Cats are the "Clint 
Eastwoods" of cats… 
hearty, healthy, tough, 
and ready to earn their 
keep! Barns Cats help 
"naturally" and affordably 
control rodent problems.
By placing these Barn 
Cats, they are given 
a job and a second 
chance to do what they 
do best. Barn Cats save 
you money by eliminat-
ing and discouraging 
rodents from scavenging 
and nesting near your 
feed, crops, and home, 
without poisons or messy 
traps and glue pads.We 
provide you with healthy, 
vaccinated, and fixed 
cats while you provide 
food, water, shelter, and 
basic humane care for 
Barn Cats in exchange 
for a rodent-free barn 
and property.Please 
call our Cat Department 
Manager Lynn at (302) 
442-1095 to set up an 
"interview" with our work-
ing cats!

CHEAP CHARLIE’S 
SIGNS

Cheap Charlie’s Signs 
has the cheapest sign 
prices in town.  Banners 
* Real Estate * Decals 
* End of the Lane Dairy 
Farm Signs * Construc-
tion * Magnetics * Yard 
Signs * Parking Lots.  
We refurbish old signs.  
Free mailing on all sign 
orders.  Bobthesign-
man@yahoo.com; 
410-708-1341; www.
appletreesigns.com

 

  

MIDDLETOWN
100083  CIH  RM330-25 True Tandem
253194  CIH  ECOLO-TIGER-875 Subsoiler
256669  CIH  TT335VTB-31 True Tandem
268936  Kuhn Krause 1205-1630 Gladiator
500386  Kuhn Knight 3130 Mixer
251650  CIH  RM330-25 True Tandem
242500  Kuhn FC302G Mt Mower Cond
242866  KU  F2690 Lawn Tractor
75677  Krause 4422-22 Packer
68514  UM  1225-33 Soil Cond
282965  TRIOLIET SOLOMIX Mixer

SEAFORD
54897  CIH  1250-12 Planter
284375  IH  5088 Tractor
247095  Kuhn Knight RA142 Mixer
278949  Reddick S4P 3Pt Sprayer
203581  CIH  2166 Combine
76139  CIH  350-WAG 4WD Cab
253370  JCB  TM320 Telemaster
54673  CIH  1020-20 Platform
247593  CIH  SR175-SSLC Skid Steer

ASHLAND
284558  CIH  3950 Disc
284557  UM  RHII-26 Soil Cond
284730  IH  C50 2WD ROPS
209270  KU  B7510HSD 4WD ROPS
225707  WD  RM550 Rotary Cutter
284538  LP  FDR1660 Finish Mower
261103  J & M TB6000A Header Cart

WAKEFIELD
100105  CIH  8230 4WD Combine
284750  JD  7760 Cotton Picker
229960  CIH  8460 Rnd Baler

WHAT’S COMING IN?
WHAT’S ALREADY HERE?

CHECK HERE EVERY WEEK!

MIDDLETOWN, DE
302-378-9555

SEAFORD, DE
302-629-3075
NEW WINDSOR, MD

410-635-2404

INTERCOURSE, PA
717-768-8231
MIFFLINTOWN, PA

717-436-6100
CHAMBERSBURG, PA
717-264-3533

ASHLAND, VA
804-798-1500

WAKEFIELD, VA
757-899-5959

POCOMOKE, MD 
PARTS & SERVICE

302-629-3075
BUY PARTS ONLINE AT HOOBER.COM

NEW CASE IH AFS CONNECTNEW CASE IH AFS CONNECT
MAGNUM MAGNUM TRACTORSTRACTORS

POWER. PERFORMANCE. POWER. PERFORMANCE. INNOVATION.INNOVATION.

Visit Hoober.com/Case-IH for more information

 �  4 Cameras Can Be Connected To The 
In-Cab Display For Increased Visibility

 �  Redesigned Armrest With 
Multifunction Handle & 4 
Programmable Buttons

 �  3-Year, 2,000-Hour Factory  
Warranty Included

 �  Backed By Hoober’s Dedicated  
Service And Parts Departments

 �  Precision Ag Specialists To Maximize 
Tractor Productivity

 �  Perfect Combination Of Productivity 
And Connectivity

 �  Full Remote Visibility With Integrated 
Data Solutions Linking Your Farm,  
Fleet And Data

 �  Re-Designed Cab With Easy-To-Use 
Controls At Your Fingertips

 �  Cab Suspension Provides  
Smooth Ride, Increased Comfort & 
Reduced Operator Fatigue

 �  CVXdrive & Powerdrive Powershift 
Transmission Options

 �  New LED Grill Lights Provide  
Increased Front & Side Visibility

UNITS ARE IN HIGH DEMAND
RESERVE YOURS TODAY!

AMERICANFARM.COM



 26            September 14, 2021, The Delmarva Farmer

AUCTIONS AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

Marvin Martin
Penn Yan, NY

CLOSING BEGINS

SEPT 29th
10 AM 

HUGE SEPTEMBER AUCTIONS
OVER 10,000 ITEMS FOR SALE

Got Equipment to Sell?
(800) 937-3558

www.bigiron.com

Mid-Atlantic FALL
Equipment Auction

     Construction Equipment, Tractors, Combines, 
Grain Heads,Trucks, Trailers, Fleet Vehicles, 

RVs, Hay Equipment,Sprayers, Tillage, 
Implements, Planters, Equipment,

ATVs, Lawn & Garden, Tools, & More
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2021 • 9:00 AM

Location: Delaware State Fairgrounds
18500 S. DuPont Hwy. Harrington, DE 19952 (Green Lot)

PLEASE CONTACT OUR OFFICE TODAY TO BE INCLUDED IN OUR 
EXTENSIVE ADVERTISING.

Accepting Consignments: Saturday, September 11, 2021 thru Thursday, September 
16, 2021 from 8:00 A.M.  5:00 P.M. Wilson's Auction reserves the right to reject items 
inappropriate for this auction or items deemed not sellable.  If in doubt, please call ahead 
for approval.  Loader & Fork Lift service available.  All items must be removed from the 
Delaware State Fairgrounds within 72 hours of the auction date, or owner will be respon-
sible for any fees that may be incurred for removal.
•The auction will be one of the largest in this area, providing consignors and buyers with 
many advantages: Unlimited off road parking. Designated parking for tractor trailers and 
authorized handicapped vehicles. Equipment security, including a chain link fence sur-
rounding the entire sales lot. Fast, efficient unloading and loading service. 
•Prompt settlement to consignors.  Reasonable commission rates. NO buyer’s penalty 
and NO sales tax.
•Consignors can be assured that their items will be promoted. Advertising will include 
equipment and farm publications,newspapers throughout the East,and postings with 
pictures on our advertised website. In addition,a color brochure with pictures will be dis-
tributed to dealers and direct mailed to established clientele.
Construction Equipment: Excavators, Backhoes, Wheel & Track Loaders, Forklifts, 
Trenchers, Tamps, and more. Assorted attachments to include buckets, forks, quick 
attach plates, grapples, augers, and much more not listed. 
Tractors, Combines, Grain Heads & Carts:’15 JD 5100E-123 hrs, JD4430, JD 790 
w/419 Loader-86 hrs, and a selection of tractors to include John Deere, Case, Ford, Inter-
national, Farmall, Allis Chalmers, Massey Ferguson, New Holland, & others. Drago Series 
II six row corn head, JD 693 six row corn head, and more not listed.
Trucks, Trailers, Fleet Vehicles & RVs: Fleet reduction vehicles, truck tractors & trailers, 
heavy & light duty trucks, passenger vehicles, ’16 PJ 44’ gooseneck trailer, reefer trailers, 
grain trucks & trailers, equipment trailers, single & tandem axel trailers, enclosed trailers, 
storage trailers, dump trailers, RVs, and more.
Hay Equipment, Sprayers, Tillage, Implements, Planters & Equipment: Assorted 
hay equipment to include Kuhn FC300 haybine, haybines, mower-conditioners, rakes, 
tedders & balers. Farm wagons, boom sprayers, JD 6 btm plow, MF 9 shank chisel 
plow, an assortment of plows, rippers, Great Plains Turbo Max 2400 vertical tillage tool, 
discs, packers, rolling harrows, JD1560 No-Till Drill w/SI bean meters, JD 7100 Soybean 
Special Planter, planters, seed carts, cultivators, pull type drags, root rakes, funnel body 
wagons, Rhino 15’ flail mower-Like New, (2) Frontier GM2084 7’ grooming mowers, Bush 
Hog RDTH60 5’ grooming mower, Rhino TW15 5’ rotary cutter, Rhino 6’ and other 3ph 
blades, 3ph rotary mowers, 5’ Brillion seeder, 8’ & 10’ box blades, Ferguson 3ph ditcher, 
pto generators, and much more not listed. 
ATV's, Lawn & Garden, Tools & Miscellaneous: ATV’s, UTV’s, and a great selection of 
riding mowers. Push mowers, weed eaters, engines, 3ph post hole diggers, land levelers, 
3ph booms, finishing mowers, box & scrape blades, snow box pushers, poly & steel 
tanks, yard rakes, dirt scoops, garden plows, drags, seeders, spreaders, tillers, chain-
saws, lawn carts, fencing, walking plows & cultivators, fuel tanks, a large assortment of 
lawn & garden tools, hand & power tools, equipment, and much more. 
Brand New Items To Include: 20’ x 40’ party tent, 20’ x 20’ enclosed carport, a selection 
of greenhouses, metal sheds, metal dbl garage, 20’ iron gates, 10,000 lb 2 post auto 
lift, 1,000 lb motorcycle lift, 60” concrete mixer, 72” skeleton grapple, 86” dozer blade, 
70” rotary tiller, 50” 3ph flail mower, 72” skeleton bucket, Kohler 4” stump grinder, 10 
ton floor scale, 40 gal air compressor, 7 ton hyd breaker, hyd plate compactor, tamping 
rammer, 20 gal oil drainer, hyd post driver, 5500 lb pallet jack, 26” sawmill, 9’ container, 
container shelters, plucking machine, cattle chute, fuel pump w/hose reel, diesel fuel tank, 
multi-drawer tool chests & combination cabinets, 50 ton shop press, TC24 tire changer, 
traffic cones, rolls of barbed wire, truck tire changer, wheel balancer, wood chipper & 
much more not listed. 
1:00 pm:   15 shares Delaware State Fair Stock
Terms & Conditions:  Payment on the day of sale with Cash, Certified Check, Cashier's 
Check, Debit Card, Major Credit Card, or approved check with a current letter of credit 
from your bank.  5% Clerking Fee will be charged on all credit card purchases. $25.00 
title processing fee will be charged on all titled inventory. We accept pre-approval letters 
from major lenders. NO BUYER'S PREMIUM & NO SALES TAX.  All items sold "As-Is 
and Where Is" with no expressed or implied warranties unless announced otherwise by 
auctioneer on the day of sale.  All items are subject to being sold prior to day of sale.  An-
nouncements made day of sale supersede any and all advertisements.  Wilson's Auction 
Sales is not responsible for accidents or items after they are sold.
Auctioneer's Note:   This is only a partial listing as many items are coming in daily.  
Auction will start promptly at 9:00 A.M.   Auction attendees are required to wear face 
coverings and practice social distancing on the auction grounds. This will be a full day 
of Auction Excitement with something for everyone.  Plan to bring a friend as there are 
several wagons of small items, and five auctioneers selling throughout the day.  There is 
Plenty of Convenient Parking.  

**UPCOMING ON-SITE AUCTION FOR ERNEST ZIMMERMAN FARMS- DOVER, DE**
A SUPER CLEAN LINE OF JOHN DEERE TRACTORS, COMBINE & EQUIPMENT

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2021 @ 10:00 AM
LISTING AND PICTURES WILL BE AVAILABLE ON OUR WEB SITE BEGINNING 

SEPTEMBER 11TH

Wilson’s Auction Sales, Inc.
Our Service Doesn't Cost...It Pays!  Experience Is The Difference.

Dave Wilson, Auctioneer & Sales Manager
K. Wade Wilson, Auctioneer & Customer Service Rep.

(302) 422-3454       Fax (302) 422-0462
www.wilsonsauction.com

SERVICES

AMERIWIND
Respiratory Problems?  
Wet Bedding?  Big 24 foot 
fans work.  We build and 
install.  Ameriwind.net.  
610-987-0488.

AG
XPLORE

Use nutrient management 
aids, nutrient blends, 
PGR’s and soil colloid 
balancing to grow higher 
yielding/profit crops.  Call, 
email or text Grant Troop.  
GTroop@AgExplore.
com; 717-278-7794

SERVICES SERVICES

AFP
Brochures - Postcards - Company 

Newsletters  - Flyers -
 Rack Cards

Fast, Friendly Service.
FREE local delivery!

Call Sheila or email us for a 
price quote today!

410-822-3965
graphics@americanfarm.com

For all your print and design needs!

Ink
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    PUBLIC AUCTION
  SATURDAY 

 OCTOBER 2, 2021
   10:00 A.M.

Combine, Headers, Tractors, 
Planting & Tillage 

Equipment, 
Trucks, Farm Equipment, Shop Equipment, Tools & More

        
Location: 1958 S. Little Creek Road, Dover, Delaware. Traveling North on 
DE-1 (S. Bay Road), in Dover, Delaware, pass the Kent County Administration 
Building, and turn right at the light onto S. Little Creek Road.  Proceed for 1.8 
miles to farm on the right.  Signs Will Be Posted.     
Combine, Headers & Carts: ’04 JD 9560 STS 4WD w/duals-1507 eng hrs, 961 
sep hrs (Serial # H09560S705335), ’04 JD 620 platform w/fore & aft, ’04 JD 893 
corn head w/30” spacing, hyd deck, single point hook up, Unverferth HT25 head 
transport cart.
Tractors: ’05 JD 8120 4WD tractor w/rear duals, 4 remotes, quick hitch-1398 
hrs (Serial #RW8120P031534), ’07 JD 7830 4WD tractor w/746 Loader, 16 spd 
power quad trans, 3 remotes-1159 hrs (Serial # RW7830R001916).
Planting & Tillage Equipment: JD 1760NT 8R-30” vacuum planter w/liquid fert, 
Great Plains 1520P 15’ no-till drill w/markers & coulter cart, Case IH 14 seven 
shank ripper w/toggle trip, JD 630 18’ disk w/Midwest harrow att-7 ½” spacing, 
JD 726 23’ soil finisher, Unverferth 21’ rolling harrow.
Trucks: (2) ’81 Chevy 10 ten wheel trucks w/self-unloading potato box bodies, 
’75 Ford six wheel stake body truck.
Farm Equipment, Shop Equipment, Tools & Miscellaneous: JD 120 flail 
mower, JD MX10 rotary cutter, Ferguson 3ph ditcher, 500 gal poly tank, 100 gal 
pickup fuel tank w/electric pump, torch outfit w/dolly, 5000w portable generator, 
Marquette battery charger, Craftsman radial arm saw, shop vac, JD 65EV chain 
saw, Stihl pole saw, weedeaters, measuring wheel, an assortment of hand & 
power tools, portable air tank, appliance dolly, ladders, a selection of JD & other 
parts, tractor fluids, garden tools, wooden field baskets, and many more items 
too numerous to list.

               Selling For: E-Z Farms, Inc. – The Late Ernest Zimmerman
                                                                                                                              
PREVIEW TIMES: Friday, 10-1-21, 10 am – 2pm    OR    8 am to 10 am On 
The Day Of Auction 
                                                                                                    
Terms: Payment in full on the day of sale with cash, approved check, debit card, 
or major credit card.  A 5% clerking fee will be charged on all credit card trans-
actions. No Buyer’s Premium. All items are being sold “As Is- Where Is” with 
no expressed or implied warranties. Hours & mileages stated are as they were 
showing at the time of listing. Announcements made by Auctioneer day of sale 
take precedence over all advertisements. 
Auctioneer’s Note: Wilson’s Auction Sales is pleased to present this important 
auction of quality, shed kept, field ready equipment for the Zimmerman family. 
You cannot afford to miss this opportunity at a time when quality John Deere 
equipment is in high demand and short supply. Mark your calendar & plan to 
attend. Don’t be late as there are few smalls, and the auction will move quickly. 
Visit our web site to view several color photos of items in this auction.
     Food & Refreshments Will Be Served By The Burrsville Ruritan Club. 
  

  Wilson’s Auction Sales, Inc.
Dave Wilson, Auctioneer & Sales Manager

K. Wade Wilson, Auctioneer & Customer Service Rep.
(302) 422-3454    

Fax (302) 422-0462
Email: wilsonsauction@aol.com                                                    

www.wilsonsauction.com

AUCTIONS AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

Public Auction on Site
Oct 5th @ 9:30 AM

Short Notice & Advance Auction Listing
Many items for Ag Entertainment, and Agri Tourism

Most are Fall Field Tour and Halloween related, including "Thomas the Train" and 3 "hay 
ride cars with ample seating" powered by IH tractor.  large Slide, "Bounce room",  and 

much more 
From DeWolfs U Pick 

@ 
10 W Colliers Mill Rd.
New Egypt, NJ. 08533
MORE DETAILS SOON

There will be online bidding as well as live onsite, please check our websites often as we 
will be adding items there first! 

The DeWolf Family has Discontinued their pumpkin operation and is selling items related 
to Fall Harvest Festival, Halloween and onfarm family entertainment.  

Leaman Auctions Ltd. AY002063
329 Brenneman Rd. Willow Street, Pa. 17584

717-464-1128 Office or
E/MAIL info@Leamanauctions.com

FOR UPDATES AND PHOTOS USE THE AUCTIONS TAB AT 
Leamanauctions.com or at auctionzip.com under 

auctioneer ID # 3721

AUCTIONS AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

Shenandoah Valley Livestock Sales
Harrisonburg, Virginia

In the heart of Beautiful Shenandoah Valley

Sales every Wednesday and Saturday
Special State Graded Feeder Cattle Sales the 

First Saturday of Every Month
A good supply of Quality Feeder Cattle at Every Saturday Sale

Saturday Sales Times
Sheep, Goats and Hogs - 12:30 pm • Cattle Sale - 1:30 pm

State Graded feeder Cattle Sales - 6:00 pm

Wednesday Sale Times 6 pm
Graded Sales - 7:30 pm

Phone Bidding Available for all graded Sales.
(Order Buying Available)

Graded Holstein Steer Sales 2021
(Wednesdays)  March 17, April 21, May 19, August 18, 

September 15, October 20, November 17
For more information, please contact

Michael Ritchie at 540-820-1117
or visit us on the web at www.shenvalleylivestock.com or on Facebook.

Shenandoah Valley Livestock Sales
1044 Edom Road - Harrisonburg, VA 22802
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NOTICE NOTICENOTICE NOTICE NOTICENOTICE

Call Megan to 

start or 

re-new your 

subscription to 

The Delmarva 

Farmer.  We have 

the most up-to-

date ag news 

covering MD, DE, 

VA & PA.  

Never miss an 

issue 

(800) 

634-5021
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EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

Now Hiring!!!
Are you ready to grow your career?  
Southern States Cooperative in Milford, DE is 
looking for a Fertilizer/Chemical 
Applicator. 
Prepares and spreads custom applications of agronomy 
products on customers’ fields, including dry and/or liquid 
fertilizer, crop protectants, lime and other treatment 
products.  Please visit our website at 
www.southernstates.com/careers 
and apply to req # 9319.  
Equal Employment 
Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action Employer – 
M/F/Vets/Disability and 
other protected classes 

 

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

Now Hiring!!!
Are you ready to grow your career?  Southern 
States Cooperative in Milford, DE is looking for 
a Class A CDL Delivery Driver.
Operates a commercial motor vehicle tractor and trailer 
combination to transport agricultural products between 
Southern States Cooperative, Inc. (SSC) facilities and to 
customer sites.  
Please visit our website at www.
southernstates.com/careers and 
apply to req # 9488.  Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action Employer – M/F/Vets/Dis-
ability and other protected classes 

 

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

MECHANIC WANTED

Central Sod Farms of MD, Inc. one of the 
largest family owned farm producers in the Mid 
Atlantic is looking for an experienced farm me-
chanic with knowledge of agricultural equip-
ment, tractor trailers as well as understanding 
of hydraulic and electrical systems.  This will be 

a full time year round position based 
out of our Centreville, MD yard with a 
starting pay of $24 - $28 per hour. For 

more information call us at 
410-827-5000 or email 

team@centralsodmd.com.

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

District Manager
Kent Soil & Water Conservation 

District
Chestertown, Maryland

The District Manager position is 
available in the Kent SWCD office. An em-
ployee in this position is responsible for the 
daily running of the office. Salary is $53,000, 
with comprehensive benefits package. Appli-
cation and job specification may be found on 
www.kentsoilandwaterconservationdis-
trict.org or from the Kent Soil & Water Con-
servation District, 122 Speer Road, Suite 4, 
Chestertown, MD 21620, (410) 778-5150, 
ext. 3.  Best consideration date is Septem-
ber 21, 2021 Screening for illegal drugs 
will be required prior to appointment. EOE 

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED
Equipment operator on 
grain and produce farm.  
Valid drivers license 
required.  Wage based 
on experience.  Call 302-
462-5310.

WAREHOUSE 
MANAGER/DELIVERY 

(RIDGELY)
We are looking for the 
right person to help our 
company grow.  We are 
looking for somebody 
responsible and dedicat-
ed.  The job consists of 
managing the warehouse 
and cleaning equip-
ment for resale.  The job 
also consists of making 
deliveries and receiving 
deliveries with forklift 
.  Sale opportunities are 
available for extra com-
mission.  Job requires 
heavy lifting.  Clean 
Drivers license / DOT 
card required no CDL 
needed , You may 
sometimes be required to 
work late and on week-
ends.   Please submit 
your resume and contact 
information and any type 
of background informa-
tion.  us@requipllc.com  
or call 443 953 0700

FARM HANDS NEEDED
Wood Duck Landing 
Farm.  Princess Anne, 
MD.  Farm Hands 
needed at our vegetable 
farm.  $15.00 per hour.  
Call Kelly at 240-444-
6768 or email kellyed-
wards0707@gmail.com

Auctioneers’ Directory 
Mid-Atlantic 

Equipment Auction
Wilson’s Auction Sales, Inc.

U.S. Rt. 113 P.O. Box 84 
Lincoln, DE 19960

302-422-3454 
Fax: 302-422-0462
www.wilsonsauction.com
wilsonsauction@aol.com

A. CURTIS ANDREW 
AUCTION, INC.

25631 Auction Rd., Federalsburg, MD 
21632 

Auctioneers: Curtis Andrew•Mike Roe, 
CAI, GPPA, CES•Miles Roe

410-754-8826 
Fax: 410-754-5201

auctioneer@acurtisandrewauction.com 
Licensed Auctioneers in Md/DE/VA 

www.acurtisandrewauction.com

PIRRUNG
 AUCTIONEERS, INC.

Contact Jim VanHise
Robbinsville, NJ
609-331-0311

Jim Pirrung 585-728-2520
www.pirrunginc.com

PirrungAuctioneers@frontier.com

Pete Richardson 
Auction Sales, Inc.

35640 Woodyard Rd., 
Willards, MD

All Equipment Auctions are online 
with world-wide exposure! 

410-546-2425
www.prauctions.com

email: pete@prauctions.com

WALTERS 
AUCTIONEERING

Sam Walters III, Auctioneer
8571 S. Dupont Hwy. 

Felton, DE 19943
302-284-4619

Call Emily to add your 
information here.

800-634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com

AUCTIONS AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

Need HELP?

Find it in The 
Delmarva Farmer!  
Classified ads are 

$12/wk for 25 
words or less.  
Find your next 

employee with us!  
(800) 634-5021
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HAY & STRAW HAY & STRAWSEED SEED SEED

Clark Seeds Inc.
1467 Seven Hickories Road, 

Clayton, DE 19938

Cover Crop 
Seed

Buckwheat - Daikon
Hairy Vetch - Rape

Clover - Turnips
Wheat - Barley

Custom Mix Prices 
Available Over The 

Phone
Multicultural Mixes 

Available
Bulk Pricing 

Available

Bulk Mixes Done Fast

302-653-9249

Seed 
Cleaning

• On Your Farm
• Small Grain, Non  
  GMO Soybeans
• Treating w/Raxil  
   or Dividend
• PA, MD, DE, NJ

Ag Seed 
Cleaning

717-949-8212

SEED BUILDINGS BUILDINGS

BUILDINGS BUILDINGS

The finest Quality at an 
affordable price

Call Harvey Byler at 
302-653-0300

www.bylerbuilders.net

for over 40 years

* Agricultural 
* Chemical & Manure Storage
* Commercial       * Equestrian

HAY & STRAW

HAY & STRAW
Round baling services 
in Woodstown/Elmer NJ 
area.  Net wrapped 4x5 
bales.  $8 per bale.  Also 
looking for grass fields 
to rent.  Call Josiah at 
609-501-7078 for more 
information.

HAY AND STRAW
From one bale to trac-
tor trailer load. Cecil H. 
Gannon & Sons, Inc. 
Call days 410-822-0069 
Nights: (410) 822-8381, 
(410) 822-5162 , (410) 
820-8453

LIVESTOCK

ANGUS COWS & BULLS 
FOR SALE

Contact Roseda Farm 
410-472-2697, www.
roseda.com, or email 
roseda@roseda.com

LIVESTOCK SALE
Registered Hereford 
cows, bulls, calves, steer, 
embryos.  Sat. Oct. 2nd.  
654 Cold Springs Rd. 
Gettysburg, PA 240-447-
4600; 240-405-6049.  
www.stoneridgemanor.
com  

LIME

AG LIME SPREADING 
 Hi-Mag & Hi-Cal dry lime
Call Toll Free Day & Eve. 
 CONESTOGA VALLEY 
LIME SPREADING INC. 
 LANCASTER, PA. 
 1-800-724-3277

HAY & STRAW

BUILDINGS

The Mid-Atlantic Grower covers 
ornamental horticulture, tree fruit, direct 

marketing, niche market fruit & vegetable 
crops.  Published on the second 

issue of the month, it’s a great place to 
advertise your 

business or submit an 
article idea.  

Call Tiffany or 
Emily today 

(800) 634-5021 
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Delmarva FarmerDelmarva Farmer
Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

Find the services you need with speed, just look here in the directoryFind the services you need with speed, just look here in the directory..

American Farm Publications
*Delmarva Farmer

*New Jersey Farmer
www.americanfarm.com

800-634-5021

Advertise in the Business Directory for only $40 
per week!  Call Tiffany or Emily (800) 634-5021

EXPERTISE TO GET THE 
JOB DONE RIGHT!

176 Bowman Rd., York, PA 17408 • Toll Free (888) 236-6795 • www.abcyork.com

From design through final construction, ABC York, Inc. is a single source company you can 
count on. For agricultural and commercial operations the answer is as easy as ABC York.

 ✔ Grain Dryers
 ✔ Grain Bins
 ✔ Material Handling
 ✔ Augers
 ✔ Parts

PRODUCTS:

 ✔ System Design
 ✔ Millwright
 ✔ Service

SERVICES:

717-529-3959
Kirkwood, PA 17536

Hours: M-F: 6am. – 4:45pm.   Closed S&S

INTERNATIONAL
HARVESTOR

The brands you trust!

Diesel Rebuilding 
Service Plans
Maintenance

Need a Diesel Mechanic?
Our Specialty...

This Space Available!! 
Add your information here in the  

Directory for only $40 per week, call 
 Tiffany or Emily today!!

800-634-5021

Valley Hoop
Structures

John Swartzentruber
(540) 691-3753

Simplified Installalation
Install yourself and save

Install available 
depending on location, 
or constructor of your 

choice.

Single Tube: 24’-36’ W
Sentry Series 40’-180’ W

Natural Lighting
Excellent Air Ventilation

Foundation Choices

Check out the options!
Any length available!

BEAT THE PRICE 
INCREASE FROM METAL 
SHORTAGE.  ODER NOW 
FOR DELIVERY ANYTIME 

THIS YEAR
Prepare for next year’s hay storage - put 
up a simple structure.  Put hay in dry 
with less hassle, better feed and save!

Valley Hoop
Structures

Manufactured by:
Sioux Steel Company

Check out the options!
Call for pricing and info!

John (540) 691-3753
Email:

valleyhoop@ibyfax.com

Single Tube: 24’-36’ W
Sentry Series 40’-180’ W

Natural Lighting
Simplified Installation

Better Performance
Easy Relocation

Put Livestock, Hay, Machinery, 
etc., in a dry location with a 

simple structure

Sale
5% off buildings odered by 

March 15th

   Look no further, we have job opportunities!   Seeking workers to assist in      
mixing/loading agricultural products/crop protection products, fueling 

equipment and assist in odd jobs when needed.  Must be available to work 
long hours during prime application season.  Knowledge in custom 

application is a plus, having a CDL would be better - but not required.
Serious inquiries call:  Monday-Friday 9AM – 4PM   302-349-5055

Looking for a seasonal job in the Agriculture Looking for a seasonal job in the Agriculture 
Sector?Sector?

Advertise your business 
here for just $40 per/

week.

Call Emily (800) 634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com

Advertise your business 
here for just $40 per/

week.

Call Emily (800) 634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com



 32            September 14, 2021, The Delmarva Farmer

September is Farm 
Safety Month!

J. DAVID MULLINIX 
& SONS, INC.

(410) 489-4363 
 FAX (410) 489-7634

14420 Howard Rd., Dayton, MD 21036

www.mullinixandsons.com

A. Curtis Andrew 
Auction, Inc.

Auctioneers: Curtis Andrew/Mike Roe, CAI, Miles Roe 
Licensed in Maryland , Delaware, Virginia

410-754-8826/410-310-1826
www.acurtisandrew.com

Herr & Leaman
Quality Used Farm Equipment

10 miles S. of Lancaster, PA 
along Rt. 222

717-786-1606

Proudly Supporting 
Those Who Feed 
The World

Parts
  sales
    service

www.hoober.com

701 E. Linden Street, 
Richland PA 17087
Ph: (717) 866-6581
Fx: (717) 866-7237

It’s where you’ll find your Complete Line of 
Post-Frame Building Materials!

Roof & Floor Trusses
T&G & V-Groove Decking

GluLam Posts, Beams & Arches
Fabral Metal Roofing & Siding

Plyco Windows & Doors

www.rigidply.com

Mid Atlantic
Equipment Auction

Saturday, March 21, 2020
@ 9:00 a.m. 

Delaware State Fair Grounds Green Lot
Wilson’s Auction Sales, Inc.

10120 DuPont Blvd.
PO Box 84 

Lincoln, DE 19960
302-422-3454

www.wilsonsauction.com

Nationally Recongnized • Award Winning 
Auctioneers Since 1972

On-S i te  at  FLAT  IRON FARM in GREAT  MILLS

Saint Mary’s County
Maryland

Saturday • September 22 • 2007
9:00 AM

Call Today To Consign . . .
We are currently adding Contractors/Ag equipment and trucks to this auction...
Let us show you how we can market your equipment and trucks to maximize the price that you
receive at auction. Whether you have one piece of equipment or a complete fleet, contact us now
for further information.

Early consignments will receive maximum advertising coverage!
For further information please call 301-739-0538 or 1-800-310-2844 (MD)

www.cochranauctions.com

PROFESSIONAL CONSTRUCTION & INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT AUCTIONEERS 7704 MAPLEVILLE ROAD, P.O. BOX 222, BOONSBORO, MD 21713-0222301-739-0538 • TOLL FREE (MD) 1-800-310-2844 • FAX 301-432-2844

35th1972 2007

Nationally Recognized - Award Winning Auctioneers Since 1972  

CONSIGNMENTS NOW BEING ACCEPTED

A Major Regional Equipment
Liquidation Auction
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Powering Your Future

www.SunriseSolarMD.com
866-398-9011

Serving MD, DE & NJ
Licensed & Insured

Residential < Agricultural < Commercial

410.742.5111  |  AveryHall.com

Proudly protecting 
farmers since 1925.

Proud Supporters 
of Safe Farming!

Lending support to rural America®

 888.339.3334  |  mafc.com  |

Aubrey R. Walker
Agent

Walker
Insurance Agency

1522-A Pointer Ridge Place 
Bowie, Maryland 20716

Office: (301) 249-4700
Toll Free: 888-249-0203

• Farm • Auto • Home • Life •
• Commercial • 

Mid Atlantic
Equipment Auction

Saturday, March 21, 2020
@ 9:00 a.m. 

Delaware State Fair Grounds Green Lot
Wilson’s Auction Sales, Inc.

10120 DuPont Blvd.
PO Box 84 

Lincoln, DE 19960
302-422-3454

www.wilsonsauction.com

Saturday, Sept. 18, 2021
9 AM

35085 Sussex Hwy 
2.5 Miles N. Dual 13, Delmar DE  19940
302-877-0613   Toll Free: 866-486-1400 

 Fax: 302-877-0616 
• Sales • Rentals • Parts

Celebrating our 49th Year


