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Diamond Clover project promotes allergy awareness 
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Summit sets 
4-Hers into 
action for 

pollinators

Club takes book drive ‘above and beyond’
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Cecil County 4-Her Angela Edelson organized a book drive and her club, Kids of the Future, responded in a big way.
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By MADISON JOHNSON 
and KAITLYN JOHNSON

Each year, the National 4-H Youth 
Agri-Science Summit allows 4-H 
members and alumni to share their 
experiences, increase their knowl-
edge of Agri-science, and make last-
ing connections. The 2021 Agri-Sci-
ence Summit was held virtually this 
year over the course of three days in 
the month of March. 

One segment of the program de-
tailed how past 4-Hers have used 
Agri-science to solve problems with-
in their communities. This inspired 
us — Madison Johnson, Kaitlyn 
Johnson, and Elizabeth Pallmann — 
to take action in Delaware following 
the summit’s end. We noticed that a 
low number of youth were knowl-
edgeable on the topic of pollinators 
and the massive impact they have on 
our daily lives. As a result, we took 

By LAKE VASEY

For the past three years, I’ve been 
working tirelessly toward getting leg-
islation changed to make epinephrine 
autoinjectors mandatory in schools for 
kids that have allergies. 

At age three my family discovered I 
had life threatening allergies. An EpiP-
en has always been my “sidekick.” It’s 
my safety net, and my family learned 
early on how to administer it. When I 
was six, my 17-year-old sister, Brooke, 
died in a car accident. My “snow globe 
world” was dark and shaken. 

Shortly after the accident, my fam-
ily called my school to see if my bus 
driver would use an EpiPen for an 
anaphylactic reaction, even if I carried 
it myself.  The answer was: “No. The 
bus driver calls 911 and waits.” 

Sadly, in this time of waiting, the 
outcome may not be a good one. With 

such uncertainty surrounding anaphy-
laxis, my family decided to homes-
chool my sisters and I. 

At age 17, I set out to raise allergy 
awareness and to educate our school 
bus drivers about emergency allergies 
and EpiPens. Delaware 4-H helped 
me tremendously, and this journey 
soon became my 4-H Diamond Clo-
ver Project. I contacted school nurses, 
bus drivers, legislators, University of 
Delaware Extension, and allergists for 
allergy awareness advice. 

I’ve partnered with the schools 
to educate school bus drivers about 
severe anaphylactic allergies and 
EpiPens. During bus driver assem-
blies, I’ve explained allergies and 
anaphylaxis in simple terms and I’ve 
presented a video that explains how 

By ANGELA EDELSON

When pondering ideas for a new 
service-learning project, I looked at 
my bookshelf filled with books I ha-
ven’t touched in years and thought, 
“I can’t be the only one who has this 
many books just lying around.” So, I 

decided to run a book drive, and do-
nate whatever I collected to a good 
cause. 

I reached out to my fellow Kids 
of the Future Club members, ask-
ing them to bring any new or lightly 
used books to our club meeting. 

When I tell you my 4-H Club 

went above and beyond, I mean 
1,099 pounds of books above and 
beyond!  

Kids of the Future 4-Hers rock! I 
even had a huge donation from one 

4-H member Lake Vasey speaks addresses legislators on the Delaware Joint Finance 
Committee on the importantce of putting EpiPens in schools and training people to 
use them.
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At left, while attending Virginia 4-H State Congress, Alice Milton was appointed as a Central District Ambassador on the Virgin-
ia 4-H Cabinet. At right, Milton served as a Junior 4-H Camp Teen Leader which enhanced her love for 4-H. 

Photos courtesy Maribeth Martin

By ALICE MILTON

Many American citizens can recall 
the life-changing event that occurred 
March 16, 2020. Within weeks, words 
such as “unprecedented” and “uncer-
tainty” became consistent in our dai-
ly vocabulary. Everything shifted as 
we abruptly became accustomed to 
a virtual world and hope was dimin-
ishing. Yet, in a country drowning in 
disarray, 4-H brought so many citi-
zens closer together.

2020 was supposed to be my first 
year as a Bedford Junior 4-H Camp 
Teen Leader. Much like most events 
and activities, camp was cancelled, 
and we only saw each other through a 
computer screen. I was utterly heart-
broken because of these changes, and 
continuously wished for normalcy 
once again. I contemplated why this 
was happening to us, and whether I 
should even stay in 4-H. After awhile, 
I attended a National 4-H Town Hall, 
where I found my answer. 

I came in touch with many bril-
liant 4-Hers from different parts of 
the United States. We shared our 4-H 
stories and became connected on a 
new level. We discussed the many 
similarities and differences of our 
local clubs and events. These youth 
inspired me to become more involved 
within 4-H. From this, my passion 

for 4-H was sparked and soon trans-
formed into a large flame. With a lot 
of assistance from my local Exten-
sion agent, I began working toward 
advancing my 4-H career.

In the fall of 2020, I was elected 
as the Bedford 4-H Teen Leadership 
Club secretary. From there, I applied 
for the Teen Excellence in Leadership 
Institute. After a surprising accep-
tance, I participated from late 2020 
into early 2021. I gained knowledge 
and leadership skills that I will never 
forget, in addition to making valu-
able friends. In the summer of 2021, 

I served as a Junior 4-H Camp Teen 
Leader where I enhanced my love for 
4-H. In addition, I attended Virginia 
4-H State Congress, where I was ap-
pointed as a Central District Ambas-
sador on the Virginia 4-H Cabinet.

If you asked me what 4-H was 
two years ago, I would have said that 
it was merely a summer camp. Now, 
my answer to that question has great-
ly expanded. I could say my accom-
plishments came from grit and hard 
work, although that would be dishon-
est. No one can get to a certain place 
within 4-H without the help of others 

and these past few years taught me 
that. I credit my Extension agent and 
my fellow 4-Hers for all my success. 
Without them, I would not be who 
I am today. I had never given much 
thought to it before, but after seeing 
4-H bring so many people together 
amidst a global pandemic, I realized 
that it is not simply a program for 
youth — 4-H is a family! 

Alice Milton, 16, is a member and 
secretary of the Bedford 4-H Teen 
Leadership Club in Bedford County, 
Va.

By JASON BLADES HRYNKO

The Busy Beavers 4-H Club in 
Talbot County meets monthly at St. 
Marks Church in Easton, Md. The 
club has members, age 5 to 18 years 
old. The Busy Beavers are a com-
munity service-based club. They 
clean up Spring Hill Cemetery in the 
spring, send cards to the Veterans at 
Perry Point, send birthday cards to 
the seniors at Dixon House, pulled 
weeds around the flag pole at the Tal-
bot County Extension Office, help 

run booths at the Talbot County Fair 
and the Harvest Fest at the Talbot Ag-
riculture Center, decorate pumpkins 
for the steps of Dixon House for Hal-
loween and plan to build a float for 
the Easton Christmas Parade.  

COVID-19 may have changed 
in-person meetings, but the club 
held meetings virtually, and dis-
cussed business, sang, played games 
and worked on their public speaking 

Meeting members from other states inspires involvement

Busy Beavers club true to its name

Members of the Busy Beavers 4-H Club pull weeds around the flag pole at the Talbot 
County Extension Office, one of several service projects the club schedules through-
out the year.

Photo courtesy Linda Hyrnko
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Pig personality: Joanna basks in show ring’s limelight
By AIDAN GAREY

Starting off a new show season in 
the midst of a pandemic was a new 
and novel experience for my entire 
family. None of us were quite sure 
what the next few months would 
bring for us and our livestock. 

In the past, my sister and I had al-
ways stuck to market lambs and mar-
ket hogs as the extent of our show-
stock, and we started breeding our 
own show lambs in the past few years.  
However, this year, we decided to ex-
pand our experience and try showing 
breed hogs. Some family discussion 
led us to decide on a breeder we had 
been going to for years for our market 
hogs. He had a good set of Chester 
Whites and we were glad to take a 
look at them.

Once we returned home from our 
pig trip, we found ourselves with a 
nice pair of gilts alongside our mar-
ket hogs. My sister and I each got our 
pick and the training process began. 

The beginning was rocky and I 
began to think that this pig would 
be one of my biggest challenges in 
my showing career. However, after 
a few rough days she suddenly came 
around. At some point, I started call-
ing her Sloppy Joanna, and the name 
stuck.

The next few weeks with Joanna 
went by quickly, and as soon as I got 

home each day, I went out to work 
with her. She grew rapidly and ate ev-
erything in sight. She quickly became 
our largest pig by far and showed no 
sign of slowing down. As she grew in 
size, she also progressed quickly and 
I began to realize that she would be 
a great show pig. Her temperament 
and easygoing personality made her 
a great partner, and she loved to be in 
the ring. Our first show came quickly, 
and Joanna was off to get her first ex-
perience as a show pig.  She loved go-
ing out in the ring and showing her-
self off to the crowd, and I was happy 
to oblige her.  

We traveled to a show almost ev-
ery weekend for most of May, June 
and July, and each time she went in 
the showring Joanna performed bet-
ter and better for her audience. In 
addition to the showring, she loved 
getting bathed and brushed.  Once the 
water hit her back she flopped onto 
her side so I could scrub her belly and 
she loved getting cleaned behind the 
ears. After her bath she would race 
back to her pen to get her skin and 
hair brushed and conditioned. Her 
personality and quirks endeared her 
to everyone that met her on the farm 
or at shows, and she quickly became 
a very popular figure.  Delaware 4-Her Aidan Garey guides Joanna, a Chester White gilt, in the show ring 

at the Delaware State Fair. Joanna won reserve champion AOB gilt at the fair and 
Garey won his showmanship division with her at the Maryland State Fair.

Photo by Alexis Radun Livestock Photography
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By ELIANA WANG

In July, the Potomac Communi-
ty 4-H Club hosted its third annual 
Montgomery County Agricultural 
Fair Volunteer Information session 
to promote volunteer opportunities 
to the Chinese-American commu-
nity through a partnership with the 
Chinese-American Parents Associa-
tion of Montgomery County, or CA-
PA-MC.

A planning team composed of 
club members and parents prepared 

for the Zoom session and rehearsed 
multiple times. The club’s art group 
also designed a promotional poster 
which was circulated on various so-
cial media platforms. Club members 
Benjamin and Eliana shot and edited 
a virtual tour video of the fairgrounds 
to present at the meeting.

Around 100 people participated 
in the session on July 10. The club’s 
co-leader, Julie Yang, was the tech-
nical host. The club was joined by 
Martin Svrcek, executive director of 
the Montgomery County Agricultural 

Fair, as a special guest. The meeting 
was led by club president Benjamin 
and club member Vicky in both En-
glish and Chinese. Dr. Lily Liang, who 
is the club leader and founder of the in-
formation session initiative, started off 
the session with a welcoming message. 
Afterward, club vice president Joshua 
and secretary Eliana introduced dif-
ferent workplaces, and shared their 
own volunteer experiences from the 
past years. Then, club member Chai-
wey went over logistics in Chinese. 
Finally, the last segment was a Q&A 

session, where another club member, 
Linda, read the questions asked by 
participants through the chat. 

On the fair workdays, many Chi-
nese-American families who attend-
ed the information session came to 
volunteer. The club members said 
they were very pleased with the out-
come of their efforts and overall, the 
event was a great success.

Eliana Wang is the secretary for 
the Potomac Community 4-H Club in 
Mongomery County, Md.

Summit ...
Continued from Front Page

action by raising awareness about the 
importance of pollinators and how to 
help them. 

After conducting research and 
consulting a Master Gardener, we 
identified one easy way that youth 
can assist pollinators: placing but-
terfly puddling dishes outside their 
homes. These small saucers are filled 
with sand, rocks, water, and a pinch 
of salt to mimic mud puddles. Since 
butterflies regularly visit mud pud-
dles to hydrate and obtain vital min-
erals, puddling dishes are a great way 
to assist pollinators as they travel. 

In order to distribute butterfly 
puddling dish kits to youth, these 4-H 
members attended two 4-H day camp 
sessions, a 4-H club meeting, and set 
up an educational booth in the 4-H 
building at the Delaware State Fair. 
We assembled about 80 kits for the 
workshops and an additional 170 kits 
for children passing through the 4-H 
building during fair week. Each kit 
contained a saucer, a small bag of 
sand, rocks and stickers to decorate 
the puddling dish. An information 
sheet was also included with assem-

bly instructions and extra material 
about pollinators. 

In addition to butterfly puddling 
dish kits, the fair booth also con-
tained two tri-fold posters the girls 
created. One poster contained in-
formation about pollinators’ impor-
tance and how to help them thrive. 
The other poster featured a game 
with 13 trivia questions about pol-
lination. A Master Gardener also 
assembled a pollinator container 
garden to decorate the booth using a 
variety of native plants, potting soil, 
and ornamental butterflies in a large 
container. At the end of the week, a 
name was drawn from a raffle and 
the lucky winner was able to take 
the pollinator garden home. 

By the end of this project, these 
three youth showed over 250 young 
individuals the importance of pol-
linators in their daily lives and how 
to help these creatures thrive. Each 
child was given the opportunity to set 
up a butterfly puddling dish in their 
backyard to help pollinators flourish 
in Delaware.We are overjoyed we 
were able to make a positive impact 
on their local community and polli-
nator populations.

Madison and Kaitlyn Johnson are 
members of the Country Clovers 4-H 
Club in Sussex County, Del.

Finally, the time came to take the 
pigs to the Delaware State Fair for 
their biggest show of the season.  Jo-
anna rolled into the hog barn late at 
night before the fair opened, and the 
next morning the first of her new fans 
were gathered around her pen.  

Throughout her time at the fair, 
Joanna was the most popular pig in 
the barn. Each time I went in to take 
care of my animals there was a crowd 
of people looking at her. She was al-
ways a topic of conversation for her 
size, pinkness and floppy ears.  

People would take selfies and pose 

with her, and she always drew large 
crowds of people. I truly believe she 
loved being a star.

After state fair, she went home 
and relaxed in her own pen. In the 
weeks following, she loved to get out 
and snort and run around in the yard.  
Eventually I got her back into the 
show pig lifestyle with regular baths 
and walks around the farm. As the 
start of fall came around in Septem-
ber, I started preparing to take Joanna 
to an Eastern Regional hog show at 
the Maryland State Fair. Once again, 
she was glad to be back into the show 
pig lifestyle and enjoyed relaxing in 
her pen whenever she was not in the 
ring. 

Joanna had been a good show-
manship partner since the start of 
the show season, but when I took her 

Joanna ...
Continued from Page 3

Club reaches out to Chinese-American community for volunteerism

To help distribute butter-
fly puddling dish kits to 
youth, project leaders set 
up an educational booth 
in the 4-H building at the 
Delaware State Fair. 

out in the ring for my toughest show-
manship class ever, she was perfect.  
Joanna cooperated with me perfectly 
as I guided her around the ring and I 
knew that I was showing better than 
I ever had before. After the show, we 
brought her home and it was time to 
say goodbye. The last few days with 
JoJo were bittersweet, and I tried to 
make the most of them, knowing that 
a pig and a partner like her is rare, 

and that I was lucky to have stumbled 
upon her. Joanna was the highlight of 
my ’21 show season and my favorite 
show animal that I have ever had, and 
I hope to be lucky enough to have 
another pig as awesome as her in the 
future. 

Aidan Garey, 15, is a member of 
the Peach Blossom 4-H Club in Kent 
County, Del.
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Let me know how I can help 
protect your farm or ranch. 

   Aubrey Walker Jr.
    ̂Rich Reilly Insurance Agency, LLC^
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www.walkernationwide.com       

Your farm is your livelihood and should be protected by someone 
you trust. As the #1 farm insurer 1, and your Farm Bureau’s official insurance 
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We provide:
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Farm camp has lots to do
By BETHANY KNUTSEN

What better way to spend your day 
than at Farm Day Camp! As a 4-H 
and FFA member, I host six, one-day 
camps every summer on my farm in 
Harrington, Del., for 8 youth ages 
5-12. 

Interaction and outside activi-
ties are important for younger kids. 
Advocating for agriculture is very 
significant for the future. Due to a 
mountain of misinformation in ag-
riculture it is important to share the 
truth. These kids are the future and 
they need to develop an understand-
ing of the hard work that goes into 
creating their food.

I started this camp two years ago 
and have had amazing experiences 
with it. While at camp, participants 
tour the farm, milk a cow, collect 
eggs, explore farm equipment, and 
make a craft, homemade butter and 
homemade ice cream. It’s import-
ant for kids to have fun and interact, 
while also learning. 

During the tour, campers learn 
how animals are taken care of, the 
milking process, and the nutritional 
value of milk. On the farm we have 
pigs, cows, chickens and a horse. I 
also teach the kids about different 
crops my family grows including 
corn, wheat and soybeans. I love see-
ing the kids with smiling faces ready 

to learn! Sometimes on the really hot 
days at camp, the kids get to enjoy 
water games outside and running 
through the irrigation.

This is my favorite project and I 
love seeing kids have fun and make 
new friends, while doing what I love 
and am passionate about. I hope to 
continue this camp for at least a few 
more years depending on where my 
college and future career takes me. I 
attribute much of the success of this 
camp to the skills I learned in 4-H 
such as leadership, giving quality 
demonstrations and public speaking. 
I hope to attend college and become 
an agronomist and continue advocat-
ing for agriculture! 

Bethany Knutsen is a member of 
the Peach Blossom 4-H Club in Kent 
County, Del.

The September 2021 meeting of the 
St. Peter’s 4-H Club, was held at the 
annual Charles County Fair in LaPla-
ta, Md. Club member Sofia Sher-
man, right, with Brianni Torres, was 
crowned as the 85th Annual Queen 
of the Fair. 

Photo by Morgan Goldring

Gage Sather, an 8 year old 4-H member 
in Harford County, Md., recently showed 
his Border Leicester ewe at the Delaware 
Livestock and Dairy Expo in Harrington, 
Del. She was the Champion AOB White 
Wool Ewe. Gage said he is looking for-
ward to showing at both The Keystone 
International Livestock Expo and The 
North American International Livestock 
Expo. 

Photo by Mindy Sather

Bethany Knutsen takes youth on a tour 
of her family’s farm.

Celebrate National 4-H Celebrate National 4-H 
Week, Oct. 3-9Week, Oct. 3-9

FIND 
YOUR
SPARK
 DISCOVER MORE AT 4-H.ORG

Celebrate 4-H Week  
this October.   
Your gift empowers  
young leaders to grow  
new skills and find  
their spark. 

Support youth by  
donating to the  
Maryland 4-H Foundation

www.mymaryland4Hfoundation.com

www.facebook.com/ 
Maryland4HFoundation
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to use an EpiPen. Partnering with the 
supervisors, I answer questions, and 
the hour-long presentation is record-
ed for future use. I bring several fake 
EpiPen “trainers” for them to exam-
ine and feel, which gives them confi-
dence to use one. 

One day, the head nurse of Milford 
School District shared another con-
cern with me, saying “Schools need 
you to be their superhero...schools are 
afraid of the ‘unknown allergy.’” 

This week in America, at least two 
children will lose their lives due to an 
allergy. Delaware law requires schools 
to have epinephrine. Unfortunately, 
the schools can only afford to stock 
cheap epinephrine in a vial that re-
quires a certified person to draw into 
a syringe. Critical life-saving time is 
eaten up in this cumbersome process! 
Imagine if there’s no certified people 
around! Could a panicked person do 
this as a child’s throat swells?  Or can 
a teen sloppily ‘syringe inject’ their 
own leg? 

Fortunately, there are EpiPen/auto-
injectors, that are much easier to use. 
A person pops the top and inserts the 
EpiPen into a leg.  

My determination to find state 
funding for these critical tools is very 
important to me. Allergist Dr. Curt 
M. Watkins and I have brainstormed 
many ideas, and I’ve uncovered the 
lowest autoinjector prices. I’ve been 
working with Representative Bryan 
Shupe and Nurse Sue Smith to cre-
ate proposals that I’ve presented to 
the Joint Finance Committee at Leg-
islative Hall. I’ve recently heard from 
Representative Shupe that there is a 
movement at Legislative Hall in the di-
rection of funding. I have our senators’ 
support, and I even had the incredible 
opportunity to address the Kent Coun-
ty Levy Court with my presentation 
and proposal. I’m working with Kent 
County Levy Court Commissioner 
Jody Sweeney to hasten funding of 
EpiPen/autoinjectors for Kent County 
Schools. My advocacy is working! 

By speaking on behalf of children 
with allergies and by teaming up with 
schools, nurses, parents and legisla-
tors and 4-H, I’m creating awareness 
to help children survive anaphylaxis. 
I’m hoping Delaware allergy aware-
ness keeps growing for kids, and that 
my advocacy will help save lives when 
seconds count. 

Lake Vasey, 19, is a member of the 
Heritage 4-H Club in Kent County, 
Del.

Pollinator ambassadors educate youth on importance

Allergy ...
Continued from Front Page

By MADISON JOHNSON 
and KAITLYN JOHNSON

The fact that pollinators aid in the 
fertilization of many plant species is 
well-known, but most individuals are 
not aware that one in every three bites 
of food relies on a pollinator. For this 
reason, 12 Delaware 4-H’ers served 
as Pollinator Ambassadors to help 
educate youth through a Pollinator 
Garden grant. The grant was provid-
ed through National 4-H Council and 
funded by Corteva. The primary ob-
jectives of the grant were to educate 
youth about pollinators, help elevate 
communities to engage in important 
discussions around pollination and 
environmental conservation, and to 
engage communities in pollinator 
habitat-building events.

Initially, the youth ambassadors 
worked closely with Gail Hermenau, 
a Delaware Cooperative Extension 
Master Gardener. She prepared a 
training presentation to help the am-
bassadors gain a greater understand-
ing of pollinators and pollination.  
After participating in the training, 
the ambassadors collaborated to de-
velop a slideshow that was then used 
by all ambassadors while presenting 
to youth audiences. Since Covid-19 
restrictions initially prevented in-per-
son programming, the slides were 
presented virtually to youth in vari-

ous 4-H clubs and other youth orga-
nizations. Toward the end of the grant 
period, in-person presentations were 
permitted and conducted by sever-
al ambassadors at various sites with 
youth audiences. One pair of ambas-
sadors developed the slides into a skit 
where they dressed as a beekeeper 
and honeybee; this was a big hit with 
the audience of students at the school 
they visited.

The presentation slides included 
the pollination process, the impor-
tance of pollinators, how individuals 
can help to protect pollinator habitats, 
and how the youth can take action 

within their communities around pol-
lination. Small practices that can help 
save pollinators, such as leaving dead 
plant matter in the yard, setting out a 
small dish of fresh water, and ensur-
ing soil health, were all covered. Ad-

ditionally, youth were taught how to 
build a pollinator garden by including 
carefully selected plants that meet 
pollinators’ habitat and nectar needs. 

The Pollinator Ambassadors ex-
ceeded the goals of the grant as 
they completed 22 presentations and 
reached 338 youth in Delaware. Sur-
veys collected following the presen-
tations indicate that the audiences’ 
knowledge of pollinators increased. 
The project was very successful and 
has created a new initiative in the Del-
aware 4-H program. Novel program-
ming is being developed to provide 
schools with pollination information 
for their students during upcoming 
school years. The ambassadors look 
forward to sharing this important in-
formation about pollinators with as 
many Delaware youth as possible in 
the near future.

Madison and Kaitlyn Johnson are 
members of the Country Clovers 4-H 
Club in Sussex County, Del.

of our club moms who gave tons of 
overstock books from the children’s 
program where she works. All the 
donations completely filled two big 
SUVs!

While researching who could ben-
efit from all the books I collected, I 
discovered the Maryland Book Bank, 
a book donation center that accepts 
both adult and children’s books. The 

Maryland Book Bank takes the con-
tributions to schools, families in un-
der-resourced neighborhoods and or-
ganizations such as Head Start centers. 

We took all the donations to the 
Maryland Book Bank, and dropped 
them off right at their loading dock. 
I’m grateful to all those who donat-
ed, and I hope all 1,099 pounds of the 
books collected are a great benefit to 
the Maryland Book Bank communi-
ty.    

Angela Edelson, 14, is a member 
of the Kids of the Future Club in Cecil 
County, Md.

Book ...
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One pair of Pollinator ambassadors developed the a skit where they dressed as a 
beekeeper and honeybee; a big hit with the students who saw it.

The Maryland Agricultural and Resource-Based Industry Development 
Corporation (MARBIDCO) is announcing that the Next Generation Farmland 
Acquisition Program (“Next Gen Program”) is now open on a monthly basis to 
help qualified young and beginning farmers who seek to purchase farmland, 
but need specialized financial assistance to enter (or continue in) the 
agricultural profession in exchange for helping to preserve the farmland.  
 
Although there is no age restriction to apply, “beginning farmers” will have a 
greater chance of being selected. A “beginner farmer” is those who do not 
own a farm or ranch (or own less than 20 acres currently), has not operated 
at farm or ranch as principal operator for more than 10 years and has at least 
one year of farming experience.  
 
 
 
 

 
To apply, applicants must make contact with the respective county 
agricultural land preservation staff (in the county the farmland is located) a 
month in advance, to discuss the suitability of a subject farm being eligible for 
the Next Gen Program.  
 
The Next Gen Program application submission deadline (including all required 
application forms and attachments) is now on a monthly basis, and must be 
submitted to our MARBIDCO office by the last business day of the month. 
 
Further information about the Next Gen Program may be obtained by 
contacting Allison Roe, Financial Programs Specialist, at  aroe@marbidco.org, 
or (410) 267-6807, or by visiting MARBIDCO’s website at: www.marbidco.org. 

Maryland’s Next Generation 
Farmland Acquisition 

Program still available! 
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TECH team cracks coding 
with CS Pathways program

By CAROLINE ALLEN

Hands-on, fun, interactive, inno-
vative, educational — all words that 
describe the 4-H Computer Science 
Pathways program. In the three years 
of this program, TECH team Ambas-
sadors have worked with hundreds of 
kids and watched them go from hav-
ing little or no experience in coding 
to stepping away from the program 
having dramatically increased their 
skills in very little time. 

On several occasions, these 
youth step away from the program 
having ventured out on their own, 
rising among their peers, and mak-
ing exceptional progress in very lit-
tle time.

In the past three years, the 4-H 
CS Pathways program has notably 
grown. This year, during the course 
of COVID-19, three different series 
were run to allow students to grow 
and utilize their skills from the com-
fort of their home. 

Each week built on the skills 
learned previously, and they contin-
ued to work on their own through-
out the week until the next meeting. 
From sharing with each other at 
the end of each session, youth were 

able to expand their creativity and 
building off ideas from other club 
members. Additionally, the CS Play-
ground at the 2021 Delaware State 
Fair allowed kids who were regular 
fairgoers to try their hand at comput-
er science. 

Five different stations allowed 
youth to experience several aspects of 
computer science including observ-
ing a 3D printer printing projects cre-
ated by 4-H Camp participants and 
writing code for a robot and making 
themselves part of a human circuit 
using Play-Doh. The CS Playground 
saw a great diversity of youth who all 
got to experience the 4-H CS Path-
ways program hands-on.

The 4-H CS Pathways program is 
a great opportunity for youth. They 
get hands-on, educational involve-
ment in computer science—a rapid-
ly growing career opportunity. In a 
world where so many of our everyday 
items rely on computer science, gain-
ing knowledge in computer science is 
beneficial for anyone. 

Caroline Allen is the Delaware 
4-H TECH team Ambassador and a 
member of the Westville 4-H Club in 
Kent County, Del.

Camp memories last a lifetime
By  LESLIE WEBB

As a first-year camper at Delaware 
State 4-H Camp, I remember sitting 
with the Moon and Stars at Council 
Circle taking it all in, wondering if 
I’ll ever get to wear a headband and 
be a leader of my own group. To be 
completely honest, I thought I nev-
er would be. I thought I’d never be 
outgoing enough or spirited enough 
to lead a group at state camp. Flash 
forward eight years and not only am 
I Voice of the Moon and Star people, 
but I was named Spirit of the 2019 
Delaware State 4-H Camp. 

Over my years as a camper, I 
watched myself grow as a person and 
as a leader and I am forever grateful 
for my experiences at camp. My sto-
ry is not unique. State 4-H Camp is a 
place where so many people find their 
true selves and break out of their shell, 
without worrying about what others 
will think of them. I found a home at 
camp, and I hope every camper gets 
to experience this as well. 

I’ve always said State 4-H Camp 
is one thing every 4-Her should 
experience at least once. As a first-
year camper, it may be little intim-
idating, but as you get older and 
get used to the camp atmosphere, it 
truly becomes one of your favorite 
places in the world, as it is mine. 
So many of my favorite memories 
with my closest friends have been 
made at camp. State camp embod-
ies all of 4-H and its many different 

aspects: leadership, project areas, 
healthy living, social interaction, 
responsibility and so many others. 
This is what makes state camp so 
unique, and it is an experience no 
one should miss out on. 

The Delaware State 4-H Camp 
has had such a positive influence in 
my life and 4-H career. The staff 
and counselors that put on the camp 
work so hard to make sure everyone 
has the best week of their lives. As 
a camper I may not have noticed the 
counselors’ hard work, but after serv-
ing as a counselor, I have a newfound 
appreciation for the camp staff. Being 
a counselor may be stressful at times, 
but it is such a rewarding experience 
getting to watch campers grow into 
amazing leaders and find their home 
at camp. 

I am so grateful for my time at 
camp, and I wanted to return as a 
counselor to ensure others have the 
same experience. The Bigfeet had 
such an impact on my camp story and 
knowing that I am shaping another’s 
story is very fulfilling. 

If I learned anything from state 
4-H camp, it is to soak in every mo-
ment of your time there because one 
day, you will look back on all your 
memories and wish you could do it all 
over again. 

I know I would in a heartbeat. 

Leslie Webb is a member of the 
Peach Blossom 4-H Club in Kent 
County, Del.

Delaware 4-Hers, 
Maggie Wieber, far 
right, codes a Gigglebot 
at the Delaware State 
Fair’s Computer Science 
Playground while Ra-
chel Taylor, far left, ex-
plains coding to a play-
ground visitor. 

Photo courtesy 
Jenny Trunfio

I N  YO U R FU T U R E 
INVEST

You know the value of your 4-H projects.  

Farm Credit is here to support your goals because we 
value your lifestyle.

888.339.3334 | mafc.com |
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By ADDISON BRODE

I have served as a club officer of 
the Harrington Sunshine 4-H Club 
for the past 4 years. Originally, my 
club had officer roles for President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer 
and Reporter. 

Because our club has grown 
over the years, we added a Second 
Vice-President position as well. I 
have been fortunate enough to serve 
in various officer positions in my club 
over the years starting out as the trea-
surer. 

I held this position for three years 
before being elected Second Vice 
President. This year I was elected 
First Vice President. I have had the 
ability to learn new things in each of 
these roles that have allowed me to be 
a strong leader for my 4-H club.  

Being a 4-H club officer has 
taught me many things from having 
confidence to being responsible and 
committed to the duties and expec-
tations for each of these positions.  
These experiences have also taught 
me many new life skills. One im-
portant life skill I learned when I 
served as my club treasurer was how 

to write checks and balance a check-
book. Other life skills I have learned 
include communication skills, plan-
ning and organization skills and time 
management skills. Being a club offi-
cer meant that I have a leadership role 
in my club. The members of my 4-H 
club look to me to help them during 
our meetings and with various activ-
ities, and therefore I also serve as a 
role model for each of them.   

Being an officer means that my 
club is counting on me to fully par-
ticipate in meetings and events, relay 
messages and to lead my club in my 
officer role. To serve as an officer in 
our 4-H club, the members elect you 
for that position. It is a great feeling 
to know that my club members chose 
me to be one of their officers and that 
they trust me and believe that I will 
be responsible and do my best job for 
our club. 

I look forward to this upcoming 
year and working with the rest of the 
4-H officers and club members to 
make this year the best one yet!

Addison Brode is the First Vice 
President of the Harrington Sunshine 
4-H Club in Kent County, Del.

By ELIJAH COCKEY

4-H is known for providing a va-
riety of opportunities for a variety of 
children, and nowhere is this better 
illustrated than with my band. My 
sibling bluegrass band, The Folk Vil-
lains, has had close links to 4-H since 
the band’s creation three years ago. 
This year proved to be no different. 
In January, we provided music for the 

Maryland 4-H Gala. In February, our 
music was used as background music 
in the 4-H Art IQ Final Showcase. In 
July, we were featured in a compila-
tion of talented 4-Hers from around 
the nation for the National Associa-
tion of County Agricultural Agents’ 
Annual Meeting and Professional 
Improvement Conference. Later that 
month, we also played a virtual con-
cert for the Maryland State 4-H Vir-

tual Summer Camp. Finally, in Au-
gust, we performed at the Wicomico 
County Fair, a gig that we got through 
our 4-H leaders.

4-H is one of our band’s greatest 
allies and assets. It has provided many 
chances for us to play, performances 
which have allowed us to perfect our 
act and bring our music to a variety of 
people. These concerts have also gen-
erated publicity for our band, which 

has given us even more opportunities.
I think I speak for all The Folk 

Villains when I say that we are all 
in debt to 4-H. 4-H has been a key 
factor in turning our band from three 
siblings playing music together to a 
serious musical group. 

Elijah Cockey, 15, is a member 
of the Flavors of Italy 4-H Club in 
Wicomico County, Md.

By EMILY HUSE

In 4-H this year, I learned how to 
sew! I always wanted to learn how 
to sew. Before I knew how to sew, 
I made clothes for my dolls. But in-
stead of using a needle and thread to 
hold the fabric together, I used tape. 
I had wanted to be able to sew so I 
could sew my doll clothes instead. 
Now I can sew doll clothes! 

I joined a virtual 4-H club called 
“It’s Sew Easy to Sew!” We met on 
Zoom once a week for six weeks, 
and each time we met, we completed 
a different sewing project. I learned 
how to sew a button. I made a pillow-
case doll. I also made a stuffed ani-
mal.  

My stuffed animal is an owl 
named Starlight. I made her using 
felt, thread and stuffing. I sewed to-
gether two pieces of felt and filled it 
with stuffing. I entered Starlight at 
the Howard County 4-H Fair. It made 
me happy to see Starlight on display 
at the fair – she won a ribbon!

Overall, I had fun participating in 
the “It’s Sew Easy to Sew!” 4-H club. 

I’m so glad I finally learned how to 
sew! 

Emily Huse, 8, is a member of the 
Poplar Springs 4-H Club In Howard 
County, Md.

4-Her enlightened by sewing club

‘4-H is one of our band’s greatest allies and assets’

Officer role teaches life skills

Harrington Sunshine 4-H Club officers conduct a club meeting.

Emily Huse holds Starlight, a stuffed owl 
she made by learning to sew through 
4-H.

410-754-8826 / 410-310-1826
www.acurtisandrewauction.com

A. CURTIS ANDREW 
AUCTION, INC

The future of agriculture 
is with our youth. 

At A. Curtis Andrew, 
we proudly support 4-H!

Celebrating our 
49th Year!
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Lyla Hughes, a cloverbud in the Peach 
Blossom 4-H Club in Kent County, Del., 
exhibited her market hog, Crinkle, at the 
Delaware State Fair. This was her second 
year showing hogs. She said she had an 
awesome year showing her hog and 
won first place Market Hog in her weight 
class. The hog also made the fair’s Junior 
Livestock Auction and was purchased 
by a local business. Lyla said she enjoys 
working with her swine project with her 
Poppop Alex. Lyla added she plans on 
showing market hogs again at the Del-
aware State Fair and to be a great role 
model for her younger brother, Braxden 
when he is able to show.

Abbigail Scriven, a member of the Heri-
tage 4-H Club in Kent County, Del., took 
on the gardening project for the first 
time this year. “I had lots of fun learning 
how to use the rotary tiller,” she said. 
“I also learned how it mix up the dirt, 
make sure it had the right nutrients, and 
how to plant a garden.”Austin Coverdale of the Heritage 4-H Club participates in the 4-H Compact Lawn 

Tractor Driving Contest during this year’s Delaware State Fair. “It is one of my favor-
ite things because I mow grass at my house and at my grandparents,” he said. “I am 
doing something I love and being competitive at the same time.”

skills. Public speaking is a skill that 
all 4-Hers work to develop. The 4-H 
youth must give at least 1 talk or pre-
sentation each year. The Busy Bea-
vers are encouraged to give a talk for 
each project they carry. Some youth 
carry one project on crafts, some chil-
dren carry multiple projects, on top-
ics such as woodworking, canning, 
sewing, nutrition, healthy living, mu-
sic, dogs, rabbits, gardening, flowers, 
robotics, shooting sports, baseball or 
any topic they have an interest in. 

Children are encouraged to put 
their project work on display. Many 
exhibits are on display at the Talbot 
County Fair and the Maryland State 
Fair. Some exhibits were seen at Trac-
tor Supply, during Clover Days. Club 
member Autumn Redman present-
ed a display on smoking cessation. I 
presented a display on my Diamond 
Clover Project "Benches for Seniors." 
Joshua Hrynko had a display on Dog 
Engagement and Ava Brown had a 
display on Bike Safety Rules.

4-H volunteers, parents and com-
munity leaders work to enrich the 
lives and learning of 4-H youth. All 
youth would say they work hard, have 
fun, learn and give back to the com-
munity, while socializing with their 
club members. Recently, at a Busy 
Beavers meeting, we met outside at 
St. Marks Church. We discussed our 
pumpkin decorating project, our vol-
unteer activities for the Fall Fest, a 
midway booth, a craft table and proj-
ect presentations, and our Christmas 
covered dish lunch, meeting and craft 
workshop.  Ms. Della Andrew, our 
leader led "We've got the 4-H Spir-
it," and I led a game of Duck, Duck, 
Goose. Laughter was enjoyed by all. 

Jason Blades Hrynko, 17, is a ju-
nior leader in the Busy Beavers 4-H 
Club in Talbot County.

Busy ...
Continued from Page 6I pledge my head to clearer thinking, my heart I pledge my head to clearer thinking, my heart 

to greater loyalty, my hands to larger service, to greater loyalty, my hands to larger service, 
and my health to better living, for my club, my and my health to better living, for my club, my 

community, my country, and my world.community, my country, and my world.
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By MEGAN MOORE

As I drive down the windy road in the middle of 
nowhere and enter the rusty metal fenced yard, the 
transformation of the quiet fairgrounds that only a 
month before was ghostly empty amazes me. On 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland, just a mile north 
of the small quiet town of Rock Hall lies the Kent 
County 4-H Fairgrounds. During June, the quiet 
army of 4-Hers turn the empty grasslands into a 
barnyard of animals, a narrow old building of proj-
ects and a pavilion anxiously awaiting its dinner 
guests. The barns are awakened with a fresh coat 
of white paint and the floors are swiftly swept by 
army members. The tall weeds swaying briskly in 
the warm summer breeze are replaced with a vi-
brant line of flowers along the fences illuminating 
the path to the entrance of the gates. For three days 
in July, during what is always the smoldering hot 
days of summer, the fairgrounds come alive with 
hundreds of people from near and far awaiting the 
annual celebration of 4-H.

The sunrise glistens through the dewdrop morn-
ing of the first fair day as 4-H troops busily drop 
fresh hay onto the dusty floors. The animals scur-
ry to their food while the sound of shovels can be 
heard across the peaceful grounds scraping the ce-
ment floor, clearing manure before the spectators 
arrive. 

Promptly at ten o’clock the fairgoers begin to 
slowly enter the giant gates. They hurriedly step 
out of their cars with bright-eyed children anxious-
ly awaiting to meet the animals awakening after 
their morning meal. The well-kept animals greet 
their guests as the barn comes alive with resound-
ing squeals from the plump pigs startling the young 
guests. The bright violet grand champion ribbons 
adorn the top of the stall doors enticing children 
to peek their heads through the wooden slats for 
a glimpse of the pink swirly tail laying in the hay 
only to find the dark round pig eyes staring curious-
ly back at their guests. Little fingers slowly reach 
over the barn door and lay their tiny hands-on wet 
snouts before running to the next stall.

The orange hue of dusk crosses 
the horizon as the sun sets for the 
day. The fairgrounds transform into 
an arrangement of carnival rides wel-
coming children. Parents chat happily 
while they watch their little ones hop 
on the rides. As the day is done, peo-
ple slowly meander back to their vehicles with tiny 
heads nestled on their shoulder. Gently, they place 
their children back in the car seats and the lights of 
the vehicles saunter out of the dark parking lot and 
back down the windy road. 

The Kent County Fair has created many 4-H 
memories and has provided me an opportunity to 
share my knowledge of animals and participate in 
many exhibits. The giggles of children as they first 
touch a pig or a soft furry bunny, the laughter of 

parents as they watch their family experience the 
farm life and the enveloping arms of the communi-
ty that visit our fair are the memories I will carry 
well into my adult life. The feeling of togetherness 
with old and new friends are the memories I re-
member each summer. Our small-town fair will 
be a place my children will enjoy as I watch them 
grow.

Megan Moore, 16 is a member of the Fuzzy Tails 
and Shiny Scales 4-H Club in Kent County, Md.

4-H illuminates hunger crisis
By BRENNA GEIDEL

4-H has many different project groups and 
areas that it allows youth to take part in. In my 
4-H experience, the stress on the importance of 
community service has impacted me the most. 
I have been involved in my community my en-
tire life helping in different areas, but what has 
stood out to me the most was being able to help 
the hungry in my community. 

Being in 4-H introduced me to The Food 
Bank of Delaware where I spend many hours 
a year volunteering to support my community. 
When I was little, my 4-H club always volun-
teered at the food bank but it was not until this 
last year that I was able to truly understand the 
work my club was doing. 

The number of people and families in Del-
aware that suffer due to a lack of food is truly 
appalling. When 4-Hers and others volunteer 
at the food bank it makes a huge difference, 
whether packing food boxes or distributing 
them to those in need, the more people the food 
bank has volunteering their time and donating 
food, the more people in the local community 
can have their needs met. 

4-H has exposed me to many different is-
sues in my community, but I am most thankful 
that it exposed me to the hunger crisis that of-

ten goes unnoticed. I have been able to spread 
the word about hunger and the danger it poses 
to children and families since volunteering at 
the food bank. I have volunteered to pack back-
packs for the Backpack Program, boxes for 
families in need and I have helped distribute 
the boxes to families in need at multiple county 
drive through events. 

4-H has also helped me to build my public 
speaking skills and because of that I have been 
able to speak on the importance of community 
service many times, but most recently I have 
been able to speak at county and state levels 
on the importance of helping the hungry in 
local communities, and how important it is to 
volunteer at places such as The Food Bank of 
Delaware.

4-H does a lot of good, and it exposes chil-
dren to many great things, but in my opinion 
the most important thing 4-H does is open the 
doors for people to be able to help their com-
munity and learn to speak in front of others. 
Community service is very important, and 4-H 
is a major program that gets many young peo-
ple more involved in helping their local com-
munity.

Brenna Geidel is a member of the Peach 
Blossom 4-H Club in Kent County, Del.

County fair awakens grounds with annual 4-H celebration

4-H animal entries greet their guests as 
the barn comes alive at the Kent County 
Fair. At right,  fairgrounds transform into 
an arrangement of carnival rides wel-
coming children.

Brenna Geidel and friend Maggie McCarthy volunteer at a 
Kent County drive through event for The Food Bank of Del-
aware.
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Passion for music ignites Diamond Clover Project
By SARA CHAPPLE

I recently completed my Level 
Six Diamond Clover 4-H project. 
I conducted an afterschool music/
craft club for students enrolled in the 
Chesapeake Multicultural Resource 
Center (ChesMRC) after school pro-
gram. The mission of the ChesMRC 
is to empower people from different 
cultures to become successful and 
engaged members of our community.

I have been an active participant 
in Easton High School music and 
theater programs. I also sing with the 
Alive at Five Band at Christ Church 
in Easton. I love music. I love to sing. 
I love helping others and really con-
nect with younger kids. 

For my 4-H Level Six Diamond 
Clover Project, I wanted to come up 
with a project idea that wrapped all 
of my passions into a fun and engag-
ing musical project for children in 
my community. In my investigation, 
I learned that research shows expo-
sure to music can improve children’s 
ability to learn. 

In the Fall of 2019, I met with Mat-
thew Peters, the executive director of 
the ChesMRC and planned on bring-
ing a musical program to the students 
enrolled in the afterschool program 
in the Spring of 2020. Unfortunate-
ly, the COVID-19 pandemic put my 

plans on hold. I had to completely re-
think my project and timeline. Ulti-
mately, the ChesMRC changed their 
after school program to a virtual for-
mat. After regrouping and planning, I 

decided to offer a music program vir-
tually. In the spring, I began offering 
a music/craft program three times a 
week for each of the age groups (1st-
2nd grade, 3rd grade, and 4th-5th 
grade). 

Each week, I would come up 
with a musical instrument theme 
and devise a session to teach about 
the instrument and complete a do-it 
yourself musical instrument craft. A 
lot of planning went into each week. 
I had to plan ahead of time, so that 
all of the craft supplies and lesson 
materials could be distributed to the 
students at the beginning of each 
week. 

I had to make sure that students 
had every item in order to complete 
the craft and I had to do it on a bud-
get. For example, I purchased glue 
dots in place of liquid glue to de-
crease my expenses. 

I was also invited to the Avalon 
Foundation’s Multicultural Vaccina-
tion and Wellness Day in May, where 
I offered a musical craft to kids who 
were waiting for their parents to be 
vaccinated. I was so happy to be part 
of an important community event 
and provide a little fun to the kids 
who stopped by my table.

A criteria for the Level Six Dia-
mond Clover 4-H project is that the 
project must have an educational 

component and be sustainable. I was 
able to raise funds to purchase a set 
of kids’ musical instruments and 
dance scarves to be used by the cen-
ter in the future. I also compiled my 
music lessons and crafts instructions 
in a binder that can be replicated. 

I loved being part of this program. 
I have seen a couple of the students 
out in public and they have waved 
to me. It has been nice to be recog-
nized for the program. I also learned 
so much about virtual instruction. I 
have so much more respect for my 
teachers and the preparation that 
goes into virtual schooling! A lot of 
work goes into lesson planning and 
execution.

Several people and groups helped 
in making the project happen, in-
cluding the Talbot County Extension 
Office, American Legion Talbot Post 
70, Easton Elks Lodge No. 1622, the 
Avalon Foundation, my fellow mem-
bers of the Talbot County Skipjacks 
4-H club, friends and family. I am 
looking forward to being able to con-
duct my music program in the Fall, 
where there are plans for the after-
school program to resume in person 
activities.

Sara Chapple is a member of the 
Talbot County 4-H Skipjacks Club in 
Easton, Md. 

By BRIELLE CARTER

Being able to have an influence on 
younger members and future leaders 
in 4-H has always meant a lot to me. 
Not only am I able to teach them new 
ideas and create new experiences for 
them, but I also gain just as much 
from the opportunities. Through 4-H, 
I’ve been open to several chances to 
be a role model and leader. 

One of my most prominent oppor-
tunities is being a volunteer counsel-
or at the Kent County 4-H Day Camp 

for over five years. Having spent 
many summers at this week-long 
camp myself as a young camper, I 
take great pride and enjoyment in this 
leadership opportunity. As a coun-
selor of day camp, my job includes 
creating interactive activities for our 
youth and teaching or leading them 
throughout the day. I’ve been able to 
take my own experiences through my 
4-H project areas to teach members 

Talbot County 4-Her Sara Chapple pre-
pares 100 jingle bell bracelet craft packs 
for the county’s Multicultural Fair/
Health Day in May. The packs were part 
of Chapple’s Level Six Diamond Clover 
Project.

Brielle Carter, left, has been a volunteer counselor at the Kent County 4-H Day Camp 
for over five years. “Having spent many summers at this week-long camp myself as 
a young camper, I take great pride and enjoyment in this leadership opportunity,” 
she said.

Camp counselors set an example
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By WESTON WILLIAMS

From a young age, I have been 
encouraged to participate in commu-
nity service. When I joined the Har-
rington Sunshine 4-H Club, my com-
munity service certainly increased. 
Through the years, I’ve participated 
in many events helping others, but 
none has affected me as much as my 
Diamond Clover Project.   

For my project, I chose to refur-
bish the flagpole and improve the 
landscaping at the local senior center. 
The center had reached out to other 
groups, a local Boy Scout Troop, the 
high school FFA and others, to no 
avail. I offered to take the project on. 
After reflection of what was needed, 
adding in a landscaping component, 
and securing the necessary approval 
from the senior center, I complet-
ed and submitted paperwork for my 
project.

The project was twofold. First, I 
would plant flowers, covering three 
seasons, to increase the color and 
appearance of the senior center en-
trance. Second, I would remove the 
flagpole, strip and repaint the pole, 
replace the hardware, secure new 
flags and then put the flag pole back 
in place. I started by planting flowers 
including zinnias, geraniums, portu-
laca, and begonias around the front 
entrance for the summer. Fall flowers 

included mums and decorations of 
corn stalks. Also in the fall, I plant-
ed tulip and daffodil bulbs that would 
bloom in the spring. The flowers pro-
vided a lot of color for three seasons.

My main project was the improve-
ment for the flagpole. I needed the 
help of my uncle and grandfather be-

cause after the flagpole had been put 
in place, a gazebo had been installed 
and the flagpole now needed to be 
threaded around power lines and the 
gazebo. I was fortunate to have the 
help I needed. Once the flagpole was 
down, I took it to my grandfather’s 
barn where I stripped the paint from 

it. This project enabled me to use 
tools I had never worked with previ-
ously. I loved using the orbital sander 
to remove the paint. I moved the flag-
pole to my grandfather’s greenhouse 
to paint it and reinstall the hardware 
and rope.  

Once the flagpole was ready to be 
reinstalled, I just needed the flags for 
it. A few years ago, at our County 
4-H Basket Auction fundraiser, I pur-
chased the Congressional Delegation 
Basket, which included a U.S. Flag 
that had been flown over the Capitol. 
I also asked one of our State Senators 
if he would get a Delaware flag that 
had been flown over our state legisla-
tive hall for me and donated that flag 
as well.  

On Jan. 20, 2021, I stood outside 
of the Harrington Senior Center and 
spoke about my project.  There were 
dignitaries, center members and 
community members in the audience. 
My favorite part of the day was get-
ting to raise the flags, with the help 
of my grandfather, on the refurbished 
flag pole and see them flying.

Community Service through 4-H 
has taught me the value of helping 
others. I wouldn’t have it any other 
way.  

Weston Williams is a member of 
the Harrington Sunshine 4-H Club in 
Kent County, Del. 

Senior center flagpole, landscaping refreshed by service project

Weston Williams, left, with help from family members, resets the flagpole he refur-
bished at the Harrington Senior Center in Delaware. 

STEWARDS OF THE LAND.
HEROES OF DELMARVA.
Atlantic Tractor is a proud supporter of those who are 
willing to get their hands dirty for the common good. 

Those who are working towards a goal bigger than their 
own personal gain — who sacrifice their early mornings 
and late nights and holidays so that, across the world, 

tables can be set and mouths can be fed and stories can 
be shared. 

Next time you see John Deere green in a field, let’s 
thank the hardworking farmers whose jobs are the basis 

of all life — the unsung heroes of our land.

Proud supporter of
Maryland 4-H programs.
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Jason Blades Hrynko, age 17, 
says public speaking is one of 
his favorite activities in Talbot 
County 4-H.  He gives as many 
as 15 to 20 presentations per 
year. Recently Hrynko was 
at the Maryland State Fair. 
He designed a tailgate meal 
of crab dip with a vegetable 
tray, vegetable beef soup and 
assorted homemade cookies. 
He had two hours to make one 
of the items and serve it. He 
prepared the vegetable beef 
soup.  Jason said that the most 
difficult part of the cook-off 
was keeping the meat tender, 
while cooking the fresh diced 
vegetables. “No pot of soup is 
exactly the same every time,” 
he said. “You add what you 
have on hand, whether it is 
fresh, frozen or canned.” Ja-
son cans tomatoes and freezes 

corn during the summer to use in his winter soups. While cooking, visitors and judg-
es talked with him about his recipe and experience cooking. He was judged on the 
healthiness of the recipe, his ability to prepare the meal and prevent cross contam-
ination, and the final product. One judge was heard to say that the soup was very, 
very good. Jason took a blue ribbon in the competition. 
4-H and baseball are Jason’s major activities. In 4-H, he works on projects in Healthy 
Living, Nutrition, woodworking, crafts, Jr. Leadership, citizenship and public speak-
ing. He is a Jr. Leader of the Busy Beavers 4-H Club, a 4-H Ambassador and a member 
of the Talbot 4-H County Council.

Nathanael Muir, 8, and 
his sister Laura Grace 
Muir took on the chal-
lenge of training a 9-year-
old Boxer, Tank, for the 
Harford County Farm 
Fair 4-H Dog Obedience 
and Rally shows. Above, 
Nathanael weaves Tank 
through cones as part of 
the rally show, in which 
children help their dogs 
perform several tasks in a 
row. Through many hours 
of practice, Nathanael 
and his sister proved said 
that it is possible to teach 
an old dog new tricks.

By GUINEVERE COCKEY

Just because you aren’t from 
Maine, doesn’t “Maine” you can’t be 
in the talent show! 

Mr. Colt Knight, an accomplished 
guitar maker and 4-H agent, put to-
gether the talent show for the Nation-
al Association of County Agricultural 
Agents’ Annual Meeting and Profes-
sional Improvement Conference, held 
in Maine. He searched for talented 
4-Hers in Maryland, Delaware, Penn-
sylvania, and, of course, Maine to en-
tertain the agents.

 During the pandemic, 4-H talent 
shows had to go virtual, and this is 
a good example. My sibling trio, The 
Folk Villains, got to play in the Maine 
talent show! It was so much fun! Mr. 
Knight reached out to The Folk Vil-
lains, and we were happy to record 

two tunes: “Worried Man Blues” and 
“Road to Boston.” 

When we record music, it is a lot 
different than playing live. You can 
re-record as many times as you want 
to get the songs just the way you like 
them, unlike playing live, when any-
thing can happen! 

It was a great experience to be able 
to send in our two pieces and then 
to sit down and watch the full talent 
show. There were seven other very 
talented kids──singers, musicians, 
actors, poets──who submitted to 
the talent shows too! Anyone can see 
the amazing performances at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=DuOx-
OyQwcEs. 

Guinevere Cockey, 12, is a mem-
ber of the Flavors of Italy 4-H Club 
in Wicomico County.This past July became Molly May-

nard’s second year showing livestock 
in her local Frederick County Fair in 
Virginia. “After last year experiencing 
the dark side of showmanship due 
to COVID-19, and the uncertainty of 
possibly not showing again this year, 
I kept my faith and pushed through; 
and raised another goat,” said May-
nard, 12, a member of the Frederick 
County Virginia 4-H Livestock Club. 
“I felt so confident, I decided to add a 
pig to my project. I applied everything 
I gained from last year and built on it 
this past spring. My 4-H journey took 
me to place fourth in Junior Show-
manship and Grand Reserve Champi-
on with my pig. My love for showing 
will continue, no matter what obsta-
cle is put in front of me.”

By ISABEL COCKEY

Wicomico County 4-H held its 
popular Elks summer camp for the 
first time in two years, as it, like many 
events, was canceled by COVID-19 
last year. This 4-H camp has been 
around for years and is the highlight 
of Wicomico County 4-H’s summer 
camps. 

On July 12-14, 4-Hers gathered 
at Elks lodge #817 which has a golf 
course, a pool, and event rooms. At 
the camp, participants created arts 
and crafts. Some of the projects were 
taught to the campers by local busi-
ness owners: Christie Farlow, who 
owns “The Rusted Mermaid,” and 
Donna Driscoll, who owns “The Mo-
saic.” The other crafts were taught to 
the campers by Wicomico 4-H Lead-
ers Barbara Barga and Amy Rhodes 
as well as Wicomico 4-H volunteer 
Janet Batchelder. Campers also had 
the choice to act in a play or learn 
a dance routine choreographed by a 
4-H teen leader: me! After those ac-
tivities, campers swam in the Elk’s 
pool.  The Wicomico County 4-H’s 
Elks camp came back with a bang 
this year and Wicomico County 
4Hers were thrilled.

Isabel Cockey, 14, is a member 
of the Flavors of Italy 4-H Club in 
Wicomico County.

Joshua Hrynko, 16, a Talbot County 4-H’er since the age of 4, completed his Diamond 
Clover Level Six Project. “The Farmer Grows” is an educational program, directed to 
children ages 4 to 7 years old. He evaluated what children knew about where their 
food came from. They identified that the grocery store was where food came from. 
So Josh set about gathering photos of seeds, plants and the final food products 
grown on the farm. He gathered grocery store foods and helped children identify 
what the farmer grew to actually end up with the foods bought at the grocery store. 
Josh presented his project to the Busy Beaver 4-H Club, at the Talbot County Fair, 
at the White Marsh Elementary School day care program and will present it at the 
Autumn Harvest Festival, at the Talbot Agriculture Center on Oct. 24, from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. He also created coloring books to help support the information shared with 
the children.

Elks Summer 
camp returns 
in Wicomico

Talent show a ‘Maine’ event
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Kaitlyn Bradley, a member of the 
Dorchester County Trailblazers 4-H 
Club, showed her cow Trixie at the Car-
oline-Dorchester County Fair where she 
is and was also crowned the 4-H Fair 
Queen. Bradley and Jill later traveled 
to Maryland State Fair along with two 
goats, White Lightening and Mocha.

Declan O’Neill, a 10-year-old member 
of the Montgomery County Sheep and 
Swine Club in Maryland exhibited a 
mixed breed gilt this year. “Her name is 
Liberty and she taught me so much this 
year about caring for livestock,” O’Neill 
said.

Photo by B Photography & Designs

Brody Sather, an 11-year-old 4-H member in Harford County, Md., actively shows 
both market and breeding sheep. He recently showed his Border Leicester Ram 
Lamb, Jimmy, at the Delaware Livestock and Dairy Expo in Harrington, Del., where 
he was named Supreme Ram. Brody is looking forward to showing Jimmy at both 
The Keystone International Livestock Expo and The North American International 
Livestock Expo. 

Photo by Lydia Smith

Ava Brown, a 12-year-old Talbot Coun-
ty 4-Her, learned to sew with the as-
sistance of the Bay Side Quilters, her 
grandmother and great-grandmother. 
In 2019, she decided to make a queen 
size quilt, with pillows, trash can and 
bureau scarves for her bedroom. She 
chose her fabrics and planned the quilt 
pattern. Her goal was to finish every-
thing, by June of 2020 and enter it in the 
Talbot County Fair. 
But COVID-19 struck, and she was 
stuck at home. She normally sewed at 
her grandmother’s home, as there was 
room to spread out, and no dogs to get 
on the quilt.  Her time line fell apart. 
The quilt was so big, would she ever 
get done? Her grandmother said, “do 
a pillow, do a table scarf. Take a break.”  
Would it ever get done? Finally, the quilt 
top was done. She needed to back it 
and quilt it. It was so big. Ava decided 
to hand tie the quilt, and sewed three 
rows of buttons around the outside of 
the quilt. You can see the buttons hang-
ing over the sides of the bed. Quilting was done, and she had to bind it. In June of 
2021, one year later than her original time line, Ava sewed the binding on the quilt. 
She had dreaded doing the binding because the topstitching needed to be neat and 
straight. You needed to sew both sides and catch the fabric with every stitch. That 
could be a problem. She sat and sewed the binding, using a walking foot. The walk-
ing foot makes you sew slowly. This was a new tool for her to use, and it worked. The 
binding was perfect.  Delighted, Ava entered the quilt, pillow, pillow cases and two 
bureau scarves in the Talbot County Fair and the Maryland State Fair and won the 
Intermediate Level Champion award at both fairs. 

Maggie Maynard, 9, said becoming a 
4-Her was the “best thing ever.” This 
was her first year as a 4-H member in 
the Frederick County, Va., Livestock 
Club and highlights include attending a 
Pork Workshop, a Food Art activity and 
competing in a Share-The-Fun presen-
tation. “I sang a song and placed sec-
ond at the county level. I even stepped 
out of my comfort zone and showed my 
first set of livestock animals. I showed 
a boer goat, barrow pig and my pet 
chicken Hazel,” Maynard sadi. “Over-
all, I really enjoyed my first year in 4-H. 
I can’t wait to do it all over again this 
coming year.”

In February 2021, my family traveled to 
Hillsboro, Va., to visit the Double 8 Al-
paca Ranch. We traveled to the ranch 
to learn about the ranch and all things 
alpaca. The ranch offers an array of 
services, such as consulting and men-
toring new alpaca farmers, farm tours, 
weddings, birthdays and educational 
events for local school, 4-H, Girl Scouts 
and Boy Scouts. In the four hours that 
we were there, we learned all about al-
pacas. Some of the topics we learned 
about included healthcare, grooming, 
showmanship, nutrition and alpaca 
fibers and uses. My favorite part of 
the experience was feeding the alpac-
as, carrots. They were very gentle and 
loved being fed carrots. I have really 
loved completing the 4-H Alpaca proj-
ect this year. 

Counselors...
Continued from Page 11

about topics such as healthy living, 
environmental impacts and com-
munity service opportunities. Our 
youth are open-minded and willing 
to learn, which makes this occasion 
all the more encouraging. Having the 
chance to teach them something new 
and valuable that can lead them into 
their own paths through 4-H is what 
this organization is all about. 

The youth at Kent County 4-H 
Day Camp always enjoy their experi-
ences, and some come back for years 
until they themselves can become 
counselors too. I take pride in watch-
ing members grow and learn through 
their 4-H involvements knowing that 
I had a positive influence on their 
time spent with us. As counselors 
we may not always be aware of our 
young admirers, but we are always 
setting an example and the actions 
we take to create an impact on those 
individuals are what matter most.

Brielle Carter is a member of the 
Peach Blossom 4-H Club.



4-H in Action  •  October 5, 2021            15

Laura Grace Muir, 11, walks her show 
calf, Doe, practicing for the Mason Dixon 
Fair. Laura She leased Doe from Broom’s 
Bloom Dairy through the 4-H Lease pro-
gram and worked to train the calf from 
the time the heifer was a few weeks old 
to four months old at showtime.

Talbot County 4-H member Pippa Milhollan added a Dog Park to the Baywater An-
imal Rescue in Cambridge, Md. Baywater volunteers can come out and walk furry 
friends on one of the dog walking trails then stop and relax in the dog park. Milhol-
lan added benches and books to read while hanging out with Baywater rescues. For 
more information, visit www.baywateranimalrescue.org.

Reed Mason of the Calvert Boys and 
Girls 4-H Club and her yearling ewe, 
Rona, was awarded the Cecil County 
Fair Commercial Ewe Champion by Gov. 
Larry Hogan during the Cecil County 
Fair Sheep Show. 

Surviving a Zombie Apoca-
lypse? Check. Growing a garden? 
Check. Building a rocket? Check 
(although the rocket was made with 
marshmallows and gumdrops, but 
that’s neither here nor there). JEB 
Little Creek Urban Knights and 
Underwater Cloverbuds in Virginia 
Beach, Va., have remained resilient 
throughout the last year, despite ev-
erything COVID has thrown their 
way. When COVID caused in-per-
son meetings to be cancelled, these 
4-H members met on Zoom; when 
their annual Diversity Night presen-
tations were postponed, then subse-
quently cancelled, these young men 
and women created an international 
cookbook showcasing the coun-
tries they had been researching for 
the previous two months. Nothing 
could stop them from remaining in-
volved in 4-H.

Despite COVID and the constant 
changes that came with it, the Ur-
ban Knights 4-H Club had 13 youth 
who successfully participated in ac-
tivities involving public speaking, 

emergency preparedness, garden-
ing, and cooking during the past 
year. During this same time, the 
Underwater Cloverbuds 4-H Club 
had 23 youth who participated in 
activities involving public speaking, 
teamwork, outer space, nutrition 
and fitness, science experiments, 
and stress management. Both clubs 
are currently meeting once a week. 

This article was submitted as a 
joint effort by JEB Little Creek Ur-
ban Knights and JEB Little Creek 
Underwater Cloverbuds, both based 
in Virginia Beach, Va.

I her first year in 4-H, Jayden Hutson of the Heritage 4-H Club in Kent County, Del., 
participated in the Demonstration Contest with a demonstration on softball. “I liked 
doing a demonstration because it was fun, and I got to share information about my 
softball equipment,” she said.

Landon Stamas, a member of the Heri-
tage 4-H Club in Kent County, Del., par-
ticipates in an archery activity. “When 
I shoot archery in 4-H, I feel happy,” he 
said. “I feel happy because I was shoot-
ing and learning something new.”

Carter Armstrong, a member of the 
Heritage 4-H Club in Kent County dis-
sects owl pellets in a learning activity. 
“During this activity, I found the skull of 
a squirrel,” he said. “This project was a 
lot of fun and I learned a lot.”

Above, gardening was one of the many ways the Urban Knights 4-H Club stayed 
active. Below, the Underwater Cloverbuds 4-H Club had 23 youth who partici-
pated in activities involving public speaking, teamwork, outer space, nutrition 
and fitness, science experiments, and stress management. 

Va. clubs find way through pandemic
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National 4-H Month!
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