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By JANE W. GRAHAM
AFP Correspondent

BLACKSBURG, Va. — Agriculture 
is Virginia’s largest industry and those 
in agriculture are really essential 

workers, Virginia Commissioner of 
Agriculture Brad Copenhaver told 
those gathered here Oct. 24 to induct 
four leaders of that industry into the 
2021 Virginia Livestock Hall of Fame 
and to recognize the 2020 inductees 

who did not get a ceremony because 
of the pandemic.

“Part of my job is to make sure 

By JONATHAN CRIBBS
Associate Editor

Virgil Shockley, a farmer in 
Worcester County, Md., sees conse-
quences of the world’s supply chain 
crisis everywhere he looks. He thinks 
about fuel costs, which have nearly 
doubled in the last year, and consid-
ers the average combine. It burns 12 
gallons of fuel an hour. Fertilizer, seed 
and pesticides are also more expensive 
if not in short supply.

But the severity of the economic 
chaos was clearest to him when he 
broke a hydraulic line on his skid-steer 
loader in August. 

Shockley called his Hoober deal-
ership in search of one and received 
a call back after an employee finally 
located a replacement, albeit with a 
complication: He wasn’t sure the seller 
would part with it. 

“There’s only one,” the employee 
said. 

Not one in the state or the region — 
one in the country. 

“It scared the hell out of me,” said 
Shockley, who ultimately bought the 
line. “If you break something you’re 
screwed.”

It’s a reality that farmers may en-
counter more often over the next year 
as the global economy recovers from 
a pandemic that hobbled and produc-
tion plants, cleared store shelves and 
then producers across many industries 
unprepared for a buying spree that 
accompanied an economic rebound.  

Agricultural professionals across 
the Delmarva region said the uncer-
tainty is affecting their business in 
varied ways, but many said they fear 
conditions may worsen before they 
improve. 

“It’s only October. A lot can change 
between now and planting time,” said 
Mike Twining, head of sales at Willard 
Agri-Service, a crop services company 
in Frederick, Md. “If anyone tells you 
they know what’s going to happen, 
I’d sure like to know their number 
because I’d like to talk to them.” 

At Willard, he said, things typically 
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Farmers not spared 
from global supply 
chain disruptions
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It’s slim
pickings 
out there

Four Va. agricultural leaders welcomed into state’s livestock hall of fame

2020, ’21 inductees now officially in
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Inductees into the 2021 Virginia Livestock Hall of Fame or their family members posed for the traditional after induction photo 
with the portraits that will be hung in the Alphine-Stuart Arena at Virginia Tech.  They are from left, John Sponaugle’s daughter, 
Laura Sponaugle and his wife Pamela Sponaugle; Edward Metcalf; Sally Lamb’s son, Matt Lamb, and her husband, David Lamb; 
and Walter McClure.

Photo by Jane W. Graham

          Believe The Bible Is True!          Believe The Bible Is True!

OPTIMISTIC?OPTIMISTIC?
“You bet I’m optimistic!“You bet I’m optimistic!
Harvest season is just wrapping up. Harvest season is just wrapping up. 
Remember, there’s lots of ways to die Remember, there’s lots of ways to die 
but only ONE way to live, for Jesus but only ONE way to live, for Jesus 
Christ! I believe you farmers grasp that Christ! I believe you farmers grasp that 
ONE way to live pretty well! I love the ONE way to live pretty well! I love the 
way the American Farmer lives with way the American Farmer lives with 
COURAGE rather than fear!”COURAGE rather than fear!”

Ron HeinigerRon Heiniger
NC State Crop SpecialistNC State Crop Specialist

Augusta Seed | 540-886-6055 | www.augustaseed.comAugusta Seed | 540-886-6055 | www.augustaseed.com
Pray For America!Pray For America!

And we know that all things work And we know that all things work 
together for good to those who love together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called to God, to those who are called to 
His purpose. Romans 8:28His purpose. Romans 8:28
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WASHINGTON (AP) — The White 
House last week zeroed in on a package 
of clean energy strategies for President 
Joe Biden’s big domestic policy bill that 
officials believe could reach similar 
greenhouse gas emission reduction 
goals as an initial proposal that was 
initially quashed by opposition from a 
centrist Democrat.

The Biden administration discussed 
the proposals Monday at the White 
House with the leaders of about a doz-
en environmental and justice groups, 
according to a senior administration 
official who requested anonymity to 
share the plans. 

A new approach was needed after 
coal-state Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., 
rejected the White House’s earlier clean 
energy plan. 

The emerging proposals would 
expand grants and loans in the agri-
culture and industrial sectors to help 
them shift to clean energy providers 
with fewer greenhouse gas emissions 
that contribute to global warming, the 
official said. 

There would also be new, refundable 
home improvement tax credits for tap-
ping solar and other renewable energy 
sources. The official said momentum 
was building as the group coalesced 
around the new ideas.

The new strategies came as the 
president and Democrats in Congress 
struggled to wrap up talks on Biden’s 
now-scaled-back package of at least 
$1.75 trillion in social services and 
climate change investments before he 
departs later this week for two global 
summits overseas. 

On Oct. 28, Biden visited with 
House Democrats on Capitol Hill to 
garner support for the bill. 

See CLIMATE
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GEORGETOWN, Del. — Delaware 
conservation district and USDA Nat-
ural Resources Conservation Service 
field staff recently attended a three-day 
soil health and sustainability training. 

The first two days consisted of pre-

sentations, demonstrations, scenarios 
and group assignments at the Vander-
wende-Evans Conservation Center in 
Georgetown. 

Topics included soil biology, soil 
health principles, ecological man-

agement, cover crop management, 
resource concerns and soil health indi-
cators, grazing cropland and grassland 

PEARISBURG, Va. — For years, 
Bernie and Lynn Cosell’s home and 
passion project — Fantasy Farm in 
Giles County — has been a destination 
for experiential learning for the the Vir-
ginia-Maryland College of Veterinary 
Medicine students.

Earlier this year, fourth-year DVM 
students in a production management 
medicine class worked alongside De-
partment of Large Animal Clinical 
Sciences clinicians and the Cosells 
themselves to examine the farm’s 100-
odd sheep, give them each a hoof trim, 
and move them on to their shearing. 
Rolling mountain peaks behind them, 
freshly shorn sheep trotted away, freed 
of their fleece’s burden in anticipation 

of the warmer weather to come.
The Cosells’ interest in farming was 

ignited during a trip to New Zealand, 
where they fell in love with idyllic 
scenes of sheep dotting gently curving 
green hills. Wanting to re-create those 
vistas, the couple moved to Pearisburg 
after careers on the cutting edge of 
computer science, transitioning from 
harsh Boston winters to the more 
agreeable climate of Giles County.

On Valentine’s Day in 1992, they 
purchased 82 acres of farmland and 
filled them with Merino sheep, a breed 
known for its high-quality fleece. In 

See PARTNERSHIP 
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Long partnership boosts 
learning, animal health

White House 
eyes strategies 
to help combat 
climate change

See TRAINING
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Jayme Arthurs, left, USDA NRCS Delaware resource conservationist, shares a laugh with Dallas Wright, a no-till farmer, during Jayme Arthurs, left, USDA NRCS Delaware resource conservationist, shares a laugh with Dallas Wright, a no-till farmer, during 
the in-field soil health and sustainability training for field staff on Thursday, Oct. 21, in Millsboro. the in-field soil health and sustainability training for field staff on Thursday, Oct. 21, in Millsboro. 

Photo by Siobhan KelleyPhoto by Siobhan Kelley

Lynn Cosell, right, observes a veterinary student on Cosell’s Fantasy Farm in Giles Lynn Cosell, right, observes a veterinary student on Cosell’s Fantasy Farm in Giles 
County, Va. County, Va. 

Photo courtesy Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary MedicinePhoto courtesy Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine

Delaware conservation field staff 
benefiting from on-farm training
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WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — Help-
ing farmers turn the tide on an emerg-
ing disease of corn called tar spot is 
the focus of a multi-organization team 
of scientists, including from the Agri-
cultural Research Service.

Caused by the fungus Phyllachora 
maydis, tar spot appears as black, 
roughly circular discolorations on the 
leaves, husks and stalks of corn plants. 

A tan halo sometimes surrounds 
the spore-filled spots, creating what’s 
known as a fish-eye lesion. Outbreaks 
of the disease, which was first detect-

ed in northern Indiana and Illinois in 
2015, can reduce grain yields by 20 to 
60 bushels an acre. 

Tar spot is now also found in 
corn-growing areas of Iowa, Mich-
igan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Florida, and 
southwestern Ontario, Canada.

Although fungicides offer the 
hardest-hitting counterpunch, resis-
tance to tar spot disease in corn is far 
more preferable, according to Steve 
Goodwin, a plant pathologist with 
the ARS Crop Production and Pest 

Control Research unit.
There, in collaboration with fel-

low ARS scientists Raksha Singh, 
Matthew Helm and Charles Crane, 
Goodwin is working to manage tar 
spot on several research fronts:

• Screening existing commercial 
corn varieties and germplasm lines 
for their resistance or susceptibility 
to tar spot so that growers can adjust 
their disease management practices.

• Developing tools known as mo-
lecular markers to quickly and ef-
ficiently identify a gene known to 

confer tar spot resistance in corn, 
namely Qrtsc8. Identifying corn plants 
that lack the gene but are still resistant 
to the disease are also of interest, 
since an entirely new gene or genes 
unknown to science could be at play. 
Potentially, such sources of resistance 
could also prove useful in shoring up 
the crop’s defenses even further.

• Determining the biocontrol po-
tential of a community of microorgan-

ARS scientists tackling ‘tar spot’ threat to U.S. corn

See CORN 
Page 11

PRINCESS ANNE, Md. — The 
USDA Senior Advisor for Racial Eq-
uity Dr. Dewayne Goldmon will be 
the keynote speaker at the University 
of Maryland Eastern Shore Extension’s 
Small Farm Conference Nov. 6. 

His address will be during a lun-
cheon on the second day of the confer-
ence, from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 

Goldmon was appointed by the 
Biden-Harris administration in March 
to serve in the advisory post to the U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack 
on a broad range of matters related to 
racial equity and justice.

“We need to accelerate a trans-
formation of our food system, and 
that begins with embracing a call for 
racial justice and equity across food, 
agriculture and rural America,” said 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. 
“With Dewayne’s guidance, we will 
build a USDA that represents and 
serves all Americans — a USDA that 
is committed to ensuring equity across 
the Department, removing barriers to 
access and rooting out systemic dis-
crimination, and building a workforce 
that reflects all of America.”

The southeast Arkansas farmer 
has over 30 years of experience in 
the agricultural industry. He joined 
the USDA from the National Black 
Growers Council where he served as 
the executive director in 2020. 

He helped form the Washington, 
D.C.-based organization whose mission 
is to advocate for Black, row crop farm-
ers, helping them improve efficiency, 
productivity and sustainability. 

Prior to that, he had a two-decade 
career with Monsanto (later acquired 
by Bayer Crop Sciences) in various 
positions in research and development 
related to southern row crops (soy-
beans, rice and cotton) which ended 
with his retirement as the outreach lead 
for Bayer Crop Sciences.

To register for UMES Extension’s 
Small Farm Conference, visit www.
umes.edu/SANS/Events or call 410-
621-5450.

Goldmon 
scheduled 
to speak at 

UMES event

Spread the wealth. 
Grow with manure.

WITH COMMERCIAL FERTILIZER COSTS 
SKYROCKETING, there’s no better time 
to switch to poultry manure. This all-natural 
fertilizer and soil conditioner offers all the 
major nutrients plus micronutrients to help 
build healthy soils and improve yields.

Demand for manure is high, so please plan 
ahead. Our FastTrack grants can help. We pay 
up to $28 a ton to haul manure to qualifying 
fields with acceptable soil phosphorus levels. 

Need a place to store the manure? We now 
offer cost-share grants for satellite storage 
facilities. 

Our website has everything you need to get 
started, including a list of manure haulers and 
spreading services. There’s even a useful “littr.” 
app that can help you find manure. What are 
you waiting for? Spread the wealth. Grow with 
manure. Go to mda.maryland.gov/manure

Manure Transport Program

410.841.5864
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By ZIPPY DUVALL

(Editor’s note: Vincent “Zippy” Duvall, a poul-
try, cattle and hay producer from Greene County, 
Ga., is the 12th president of the American Farm 
Bureau Federation.)

I believe there’s a seed of farm curiosity in 
everyone — no matter where you’re from or what 
you do for a living. 

It’s in our nature to wonder how things grow 
and to want to feel a connection to the land. 

For some, that seed may spring into a curiosity 
to learn more about farming with a visit to a local 
orchard or pumpkin patch. 

For others, that seed may help sprout a home 
garden of fresh herbs and vegetables for the family 
dinner table. 

And for a few, that seed can blossom into pur-
suing a career in farming or a related field. 

As farmers, we know that all seeds need good 
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 EDITORIAL

STATEMENT ON COLUMNS: The columnists’ views 
in this issue are their own and do not necessarily 

reflect those of The Delmarva Farmer.

At the end of August, news of three zebras 
escaping a Prince George’s County exotic 
animal farm spread quickly in the local and 
national media. 

Area residents posted photos and video 
clips of their zebra sightings and escapades in 
“hunting” the striped creatures. A Washington 
D.C. congresswoman used the story to 
elevate her stance on making the district the 
51st state. 

Sadly, one of the zebras died last month 
after getting caught in an illegal snare trap, 
and with the other two still at-large, the 
county issued their owner three citations for 
animal cruelty. Meanwhile, residents’ hysteria 
continues, including trespassing on other 
farms and other foolishness to get a glimpse 
of the animals.

In the citation’s charging documents, two 
statements from the county leapt out at us. 

First: the “zebras at large pose a threat to 
the community (as) they continue to wander 
through communities, railroad, and public 
roads.”

And second, “The zebras at-large are 
a public nuisance. The media coverage 
surrounding the zebras has brought traffic 
and trespassers to surrounding homes. The 
animals are dangerous and serve as a risk 
to persons approaching them and a risk to 
drivers on public roadways.”

Since the zebras have an owner and were 
once contained on his property, they are a 
nuisance, safety risk and public danger now 
that they are on the loose. 

But in practicality, the relentless pressure 
from deer throughout Maryland and the 
region constitute much more of a nuisance to 
suburban and rural residents. 

“Replace the word ‘zebras’ with ‘deer’ and 
then tell me why it’s no big deal that the over-
populated deer herd eat tens of thousands 
of dollars of our crops every year,” Anne 
Arundel County farmer Kayla Griffith wrote 
on Facebook, frustrated by the ridiculous 

attention paid to two wandering animals 
of one species, while thousands of another 
species wreak havoc unabated. 

Griffith is spot-on.
Even setting aside crop damage losses — 

an estimated $60 million thorn in farmers’ 
sides each year — deer damage property 
and threaten safety across the residential 
spectrum. In suburban areas, deer enjoy an 
endless buffet of ornamental plants and roam 
unfazed by humans.

According to the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, there are 1.5 million 
car accidents involving deer each year 
that result in $1 billion in vehicle damage, 
175 human fatalities, and 10,000 personal 
injuries. 

States considered high-risk include 
Maryland, Virginia, and Pennsylvania.

State Farm estimates that there were 
38,000 deer-car collisions in Maryland last 
year, causing more than $180 million in 
damage.

Collisions with deer are so common in 
the Mid-Atlantic that their expected cost is 
already baked into premiums by auto insurers 
for drivers. Essentially, we pay for hitting 
deer before we ever actually do it.

Deer carry high numbers of ticks, which 
transmit Lyme disease to humans. 

From 2000-18, East Stroudsburg 
University’s TickCheck program estimated 
257,250 cases of Lyme disease in Maryland, 
a state considered high-risk. 

After a series of farm tours for local 
legislators around the state with a heavy 
focus on the impact of wildlife crop damage, 
Maryland Farm Bureau hopes to offer ideas 
for new funding scenarios that can reduce the 
deer population to more manageable levels. 

Short of painting deer with black and 
white stripes, anything that puts the kind of 
zebra-crazed attention to seriously addressing 
the nuisance issues from deer is worth 
consideration.

See DUVALL
Page 20

 VIEWPOINT

Cultivating the future of ag

Deer need zebra-type attentionDeer need zebra-type attention
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(Editor’s note: This column 
should not be interpreted as legal or 
financial advice for the reader.) 

The Agriculture Law Educa-
tion Initiative will hold its seventh 
annual Agricultural and Environ-
mental Law Conference virtually 
on Wednesday, Nov. 17 (1-4 p.m.) 
and on Thursday, Nov. 18, (9 a.m. to 
noon). 

This unique event brings togeth-
er stakeholders from Maryland’s 
agriculture, conservation, and legal 
fields to focus on the network of 
environmental laws affecting the 
state’s agricultural businesses. 

Registration for the event is $35; 
students can attend for free. 

This year’s conference will fea-
ture six panels with experts discuss-
ing state and federal agricultural and 
environmental issues. 

Continuing nutrient management 
education credits will be available to 
attendees. 

For a detailed schedule and to 
register, visit go.umd.edu/umlaw-
confreg21. 

A few of the topics featured this 
year include: 

• Growing Carbon Credits: 
Should Maryland Farmers Open 
a Carbon Banking Account?: The 
Biden administration intends to 
encourage farmers to adopt practices 

to combat climate change through 
carbon sequestration and greenhouse 
gas mitigation, including an official 
carbon banking system. Panelists 
Josh Maxwell, Policy Director for 
the Republican Leader of the House 
Agriculture Committee, and Dr. 
Shannon Ferrell, Professor, Depart-
ment of Agricultural Economics, 
Oklahoma State University, will 
highlight the mechanics of carbon 
banking and the anticipated role of 
the federal government.

• Strengthening Local Food Sys-
tems Through Law and Policy: the 
Role of Food Policy Councils and 
the Certified Local Farm Enterprise 
Program: Recent Maryland legisla-
tion established the Certified Local 
Farm Enterprise Program. Attend-
ees will hear from three experts, 

There’s a saying, “you can’t 
manage what you don’t measure.” 

This is certainly true with sheep 
and goats. 

You can’t tell much about their 
genetics simply by looking at 
them. You need more. An EBV or 
an “estimated breeding value” is a 
numerical estimate of the genetic 
merit of an animal. 

EBVs are the most accurate way 
to compare sheep/goats, especially 
those from different flocks/herds. 
EBVs are science-based and industry 
proven.

EBVs can be calculated for any 
trait that can be measured. For 

sheep/goats, there are EBVs for 
reproductive, growth, carcass, wool, 
and fitness traits (such as parasite 
resistance). 

Traits are often combined into 
indexes for easier and balanced 
selection.

A weaning weight EBV of +5 
means that the animal’s genetics for 
weaning weight is 5 pounds heavier 
than the breed average. 

A post-weaning fecal egg count 
EBV of -50 means the animal’s 
genetics for fecal egg count is 50 
percent lower (better) than the breed 

average. An animal will pass 50 
percent of the value of its EBV to 
its offspring, as lambs/kids get 50 
percent of their genes from each 
parent.

A very important aspect of EBVs 
is “accuracy.”

Each EBV has an accuracy figure 
associated with it. 

Accuracy ranges from zero to 100, 
with “100” representing the animal’s 
true breeding value. 

It’s time to embrace EBVs

SHEPHERD’S 
NOTEBOOK

By SUSAN SCHOENIAN
Sheep and Goat Specialist

University of Maryland

See SCHOENIAN
Page 10

Stuck in a rut? Grain farmers 
almost everywhere in Virginia know 
the feeling.

Fields planted in corn, soybeans 
and other commodity crops can 
often sustain surface and subsurface 
damage from repeated passes of 
farm equipment. 

Tires and tracks can leave behind 
visible ruts as well as long term 
compaction of the soil, negatively 
impacting water infiltration and crop 
performance.

The long-term trend of using 
larger, heavier equipment in crop 

production makes this an important 
issue to address. 

Eastern Shore growers experienc-

ing this familiar problem might be 
pleased to know that it will be the 
focus of a new Conservation Inno-
vation Grant project to explore the 
benefits of controlled traffic farming 
or CTF as a strategy for improving 
soil health, production efficiency and 
yields. 

Rarely used in our region, CTF 
can be considered to be a form of 
precision agriculture. 

It involves two key elements: 
strictly following a pre-planned traf-
fic pattern and modifying equipment 
as needed to optimize alignment of 

operating widths, wheel spacings 
and tire widths. 

The USDA’s Natural Resource 
Conservation Service is partner-
ing with Sustainable Chesapeake 
to demonstrate the effectiveness of 
integrating this approach with two 
companion practices in a continuous 
no-till system:

• Tramlining: A low-tech method 
that involves not planting specific 
crop rows to establish a pattern for 

See MARKON
Page 19

New collaboration could be a game changer
KEEPING 

THE FARM

By JOHN MARKON
Public Affairs Technician

Virginia NRCS

See TODD
Page 20

Ag, environmental law 
conference on Nov. 17-18

CHOICE 
VOICE

By MARGARET TODD
 Legal Research Assistant, UM 

Agriculture Law Education Initiative
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Rains swept across corn country 
last week and arrived on the East 
Coast last Friday. 

Hopefully, the rains came and 
provided a break to catch your breath 
and will not bring any crop destruc-
tions. 

The national forecast shows 10 
days of clear weather after these 
fronts move through which should 
move harvest toward completion. 

On Oct. 25, corn harvest stood at 
66-percent complete which is well 
above the 53-percent, five-year aver-
age for this week.

Corn harvest jumped 14-percent 
nationally in a week. Wow! 

Bean harvest was reported at 
73-percent complete and winter 
wheat planting was reported at 
80-percent complete. 

On Oct. 28, December corn 
closed at $5.55, up nearly 50 cents 
from the recent low following the 
October Supply and Demand Report 
on Oct. 12. 

March corn closed at $5.63 that 
same day, and December ’22 corn 
futures closed at $5.45, up signifi-
cantly from trading in the $4.80 
range back in July. 

Allendale remains worried about 
corn support. 

Last week they reported that the 
funds have a sizable long position 
left to be liquidated in corn. 

They are concerned if they begin 
to liquidate, there is little else to 
provide price support.

 That said, you might think about 
price supports at the time. 

Contracts or options can provide 
price floors. 

Ethanol had a good week. The 
weekly ethanol report showed that 
production was the highest in three 
years. 

I wish I could add momentum to 
ethanol. 

Where is it going? The export 

report was not due out until after 
press time. 

Domestically, I remain concerned 
about usage with fuel prices sky 
rocketing.

July ’22 wheat futures closed at 
$7.68 — up 40 cents since the Octo-
ber 12 Supply and Demand Report. 

Wheat remains the positive story 
in grains. 

Wheat seems to be following 
overseas values where French mill-
ing wheat made new contract highs 
again last week.

Keep in mind that hard wheat 
which is not grown in our region is 
leading the parade. 

Poor crops in China, Russia, 
Western Canada, and France have 
cut world supplies for milling quality 
wheat. 

The short supply in hard wheat 
has pulled the soft red price with it. 

Minneapolis wheat — which has 
its own market — reached $10 last 
week. 

Bloomberg writers Jen Skerritt 
and Kim Chipman reported that, 
“Durum prices in the western Cana-
dian province of Alberta have risen 
more than 60 percent since August 

and are currently trading near the 
highest since at least 2015, according 
to data from Farmers Advanced Risk 
Management Co. in Winnipeg.”

The Bloomberg article also stated 
that, “In North Dakota, the U.S. 
Midwest state that grows about 80 
percent of the nation’s crop, prices at 
grain elevators have nearly doubled 
since June.” 

November soybeans closed at 
$12.38 on Oct. 28, down from over 
$14 back in June. 

Is the market trying to tell us 
something? First: We know fertilizer 
prices are up. 

In an article entitled: “Balloon-
ing Fertilizer Prices and Production 
Cost Considerations Gain Scrutiny” 
shared by Keith Good on farmdoc’s  
Oct. 24, Bloomberg writers Kim 
Chipman and Elizabeth Elkin report-
ed late last week that, “Skyrocketing 
fertilizer prices could lead U.S. corn 
profits to drop by about a quarter 
next year, potentially motivating 
farmers to shift millions of acres 
into less cost-intensive soybeans.

Clear weather will help move harvests
GRAIN 

MARKETING

By JOHN HALL
Commodities Analyst

“Then those who gladly received 
[Peter’s] word were baptized; and 
that day about 3,000 souls were 
added to them.” 

—Acts 2:41

Not long after Jesus’ Resurrec-
tion, Peter and the disciples decide to 
go fishing early one morning. 

We don’t know if Peter was 
fishing for recreation, or whether he 
assumed he needed his old job back. 

They all must have been rusty at 
the task because they couldn’t catch 
a thing. While they examined their 
empty nets, John noticed the resur-
rected Jesus on shore. 

The Savior was kindling a fire 
for their breakfast. He called out 
instructions to help the men catch a 
whole net full of fish while grilling 
His own and setting bread out for the 
men’s meal. 

Meanwhile, Simon Peter put on 
his tunic and threw himself out of 
the boat to reach the beach as fast as 
he could, leaving the disciples to row 
back to shore.

Just weeks before, he had denied 
his Savior three times, falling prey 
to his own flesh with no excuse.

How desperately he needed to be 
reunited with Jesus just one more 
time. 

The King had taught him about 
the Kingdom, about submission, 
restraint, forgiveness, humility, sac-
rifice, love and courage.

Peter couldn’t reach the shore fast 
enough.

Jesus made sure Simon Peter’s 
stomach was full before He recom-
missioned the disciple. And the 
small wood fire on the beach served 

a purpose. 
Less than two weeks earlier while 

warming his hands over a crackling 
fire, Peter denied ever knowing his 
Rabbi.

 Jesus reset the scene to reset Si-
mon Peter. What He did not do was 
shame him. 

He did not ask him, “Why did you 
do that to me after all I have done 
for you?” 

Jesus restored his beloved disciple 
to set the tone for his difficult minis-
try ahead.

Asking him three different times 
if Peter loved him, Peter answered 
“Yes, Lord, I love you.”

Paralleling the three denials, 
Jesus commanded him to feed His 
lambs twice and to feed His sheep.

Simon Peter would go on to found 
the first church and shepherd God’s 
flock of believers that would grow 
to more than 3,000 after his first 
sermon. 

When the Lord sets a plan in mo-
tion, nothing will stop Him.

“... You are Peter, and on this 
rock, I will build My church, and 
the gates of Hades shall not prevail 
against it.” 

—Matthew 16:18

Recommissioning
FAITH 

OF OUR 
FARMERS

By C.C. ALLEN

See HALL
Page 17

There’s no good time for bad 
news. Most farmers and ranchers, 
however, prefer to hear it sooner 
than later to factor it into the day or 
season’s plan.

Maybe that’s why our good 
friends at farmdocDaily, the online 
consortium of Land Grant Extension 
specialists hosted by the University 
of Illinois, released a “Stress Test of 
2022 Crop Returns” in late August: 
they want corn and soybean farmers 
to begin to focus on what a return 
to “average” could bring after three 
years of government payments and 
wild market swings.

Their collective view is clear. 
“Positive returns are projected 
for both” 2022 corn and soybeans 
“given a $4.25 corn price and $12.00 
soybean price ...” 

But lower prices for both, such 
as a “return to 2014-19 prices,” they 
warn, will bring “meager incomes, 
and possible pressures for another 
round of ad hoc Federal payments.”

That’s Extension-speak for “So 
far, so good, but this could go south 
in a hurry.” (Links to farmdocDaily 
bulletins and tables cited here, in-
cluding all imputed costs, are posted 
at farmandfoodfile.com.)

For example, if 2022 corn prices 
average $4.50 per bushel compared 
to this year’s estimated $5.25, and 
yields drop from today’s 235-bushel 
average to a normal 220 bushels, the 
estimated “farmer return” per acre 
collapses from a thick $343 now to a 
skinny $20 next year.

A continued strong market in soy, 

however, would soothe that bruise. 
According to the analysts, if 2022 

bean prices average $12 per bushel, 
just $1 under 2021’s projected aver-
age price, per acre bean profits slip 
from a fat $294 to a still-plump $122.

That means a central Illinois 
“high productivity … 50-percent 
corn, 50-percent soybean rotation” 
this year will “return $315 per acre, 
a record level exceeding the previous 
high of $290 per acre set in 2011.”

But $4.50-corn and $12-beans in 
2022 means the “projected farmer 
returns” on the same 50-50 rotation 
would be “$71 per acre,” a whopping 
$244 an acre less but still three times 
the paper thin, 2014-19 average of 
$25 per acre.

That’s the still-good news; here’s 
the potentially bad: “While returns 
are projected positive for 2022, rela-
tively small declines in prices could 
cause returns to be negative.”

If, for example, 2022 corn prices 
average $4.41 per bushel and bean 

FOOD &
FARM 
FILE

By ALAN GUEBERT

Cresting the wave, looking 
into next year’s trough

See GUEBERT
Page 7
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prices average $10.23 per bushel 
or lower, farmer “returns would be 
negative on cash rented land.”

Lower crop prices, though, aren’t 
the only reason. Crop input prices 
for 2022, especially fertilizer, are far 
higher and, too, for the first time in 
years there will be no “ad hoc Feder-
al payments.”

While no one can say where 
fertilizer prices will top out — pot-
ash, nitrogen, and diammonium 
phosphate, or DAP, are now at record 
levels and rising — we do know 
that federal payments to productive, 
central Illinois farms averaged from 
2018 to 2020, respectively, $1, $110, 
and $68 an acre for corn while soy-
bean payments were $122, $94, and 
$45 an acre those same years.

Nationwide, that’s billions more 
in tomorrow’s production costs and 
tens of billions less in yesterday’s 
government payments.

And what do the number gurus 
see for per-acre returns if U.S. mar-
kets revisit “2014-19 average prices 
of $3.64 per bushel [for corn] and 
$9.91 per bushel [for soybeans]”?

In a word, disaster. 
“At those prices, the average re-

turn for corn is minus-$164 per acre 
and minus-$17 per acre for soybeans. 

The 50-50 rotation return is 
minus-$86 an acre, well below all 
returns since 2000.”

While no one predicts that hap-
pening, the analysts are quick to 
point out that corn prices averaged 
$3.49 per bushel in 2016 and soy-
beans averaged  “$9.39 per bushel ... 
in 2018 ...”

Still, the farmdocDaily pros 
are suggesting that U.S. corn and 
soybean farmers now are riding a 
high-profit wave that’s probably 
already crested. 

Whatever comes next includes the 
words “lower and less.”

And “Cowabunga!”
* * *

(Editor’s note: Readers are 
invited to reach Alan Guebert at 
agcomm@farmandfoodfile.com 
or write us at editorial@ameri-
canfarm.com. Mr. Guebert’s views 
are his own and do not necessarily 
reflect those of American Farm 
Publications.)

Guebert ...
Continued from Page 6

 CHOICE VOICE

Frost can cause hazards in forage
By AMANDA GREV

(Editor’s note: Amanda Grev is 
a forage and pasture management 
specialist at University of Maryland 
Extension. This article originally ap-
peared in UME’s Agronomy News 
newsletter.)

With the first freeze of the fall 
just around the corner, remember 

that a frost can result in potential 
hazards for certain forages. 

When a plant freezes, changes 
occur in its metabolism and compo-
sition that can cause toxicity issues 
for livestock. 

A few issues to be on the lookout 
for are discussed below.

Prussic Acid Poisoning
Sorghum species like sorghum, 

sudangrass, sorghum-sudangrass 

hybrids, and johnsongrass contain a 
cyanogenic compound called dhur-
rin within the plant. 

Under normal circumstances, the 
dhurrin is bound within plant tissues 
and remains non-toxic. 

However, if the plant tissue is 
injured by some sort of stressor such 
as a frost, the plant cell membranes 
can become damaged. This damage 
releases enzymes that can break 

down the dhurrin, resulting in the 
formation of a highly toxic hydro-
gen cyanide compound commonly 
referred to as prussic acid.

Prussic acid hinders the animal’s 
ability to transfer oxygen in the 
blood stream, resulting in asphyxi-
ation. 

See GREV
Page 13
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CLAY CENTER, Neb. — Poor 
health, viruses, and environmental 
stress can leave young calves suscep-
tible to secondary bacterial infections 
that cause bovine respiratory disease. 

These severe infections commonly 
result in pneumonia, and treatments 
can be costly.

To identify unique proteins that can 
be used for future interventions against 
this disease in cattle, scientists at the 
USDA, Agricultural Research Service, 
took a closer look at the genetic materi-
al of multiple subtypes (strains) of three 
groups of bacterial species commonly 
implicated with BRD.

In a study recently published in Ge-
nome, U.S. Meat Animal Research 
Center microbiologist Emily Wynn and 
molecular biologist Mike Clawson ex-
amined DNA sequences from bacteria 
commonly found in cattle exhibiting 
signs of BRD. 

These bacteria are known as H. 
somni and P. multocidaand M. haemo-
lytica, which has a variable genotype 
(strain types). 

The scientists have sorted the vari-
able genotpyes of M. haemolytica into 
two strain types (type 1 and 2).

It is not uncommon to find all three 
groups of bacteria living in the upper 
respiratory tract of cattle with no signs 
of BRD, along with communities of 
“good” bacteria.  

When calves’ immune system be-
comes weakened by viruses or due to 
stress caused by environmental factors 
(such as weaning, transportation, poor 
ventilation, etc.), these three bacteria 

Researchers identify 
proteins in bacteria 

associated with Bovine 
Respiratory Disease

Scientists 
discover 
possible 
headway

See SCIENTISTS
Page 15

Virginians urged to keep firewood local as weather cools
CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va.  —  Crisp 

fall temperatures give Virginians a 
timely excuse to build and burn real 
wood fires for relaxing or heating, and 
quality firewood is essential.

Fortunately, Virginia has more than 
16 million acres of forestland and is 
home to more than 350 species of trees, 
most of which can be used for firewood 
in some capacity.

With a bountiful natural supply — 
and a plentiful stockpile made available 
by local timber producers — forestry 

officials are reminding Virginians to 
purchase local firewood this fall and 
winter.

“We prefer to see people buy fire-
wood from their local area,” said J. 
Miller Adams, a forester with the 
Virginia Department of Forestry and a 
member of the Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation Forestry Advisory Com-
mittee. “Or they can purchase from a 
producer who can heat-treat and pack-
age wood to make sure it’s safe to be 
transported to other areas.”

He explained that it’s usually fine 
to move firewood within a local area. 
“The problems tend to arise when 
people take firewood and go a long 
distance with it, for instance, when 
they camp.”

Among the possible issues caused 
by hauling timber is the increased 
risk of transporting invasive pests and 
harmful tree diseases. 

In Virginia, there are established 
quarantine areas for emerald ash bor-
ers, European gypsy moths, pine shoot 

beetles and spotted lanternflies, as well 
as the thousand cankers disease, which 
harms black walnut trees.

To mitigate the potential spread of 
these pests and diseases, firewood gen-
erally should remain within 10 miles 
of its source, and not be moved farther 
than 50 miles away.

Sabina Dhungana, VDOF forest 
utilization and marketing program 

See FIREWOOD
Page 15

id-   tlantic  eedsM A S
Because every bushel counts

Dale Post, previously Location Manager of Nagel Farm Service, is joining Mid-Atlantic Seeds as the district
sales manager servicing Delaware as well as the Eastern Shore of Maryland and Virginia. Dale’s career servicing

farmers has spanned over 40 years through management of the Preston, MD Nagel Farm Service location.

“I joined Mid-Atlantic Seeds because I have seen their true passion for the success of family farm businesses
in our area. I share that passion and am ready to supply the agricultural community with Mid-Atlantic Seeds

products and the best service available,” says Dale.

As a district sales manager he will be dedicated to servicing customers throughout the entire Eastern Shore by
bringing superior products and exceptional customer service that customers expect from Mid-Atlantic Seeds.

“It is apparent that Dale brings excellent knowledge and passion to the Mid-Atlantic Seeds sales team,” says
James Vizzard Jr., Sales Manager,“He is a welcome addition to our growing team, helping us continue the legacy of

strong product performance and excellent customer service that the Delmarva farmer deserves.”

800-854-6251
CALL TODAY TO

PLACE YOUR ORDER

www.midatlanticseeds.com 1-800-854-6251

Mid-Atlantic Seeds is pleased to announce
Dale Post has joined its team!
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KEARNEYSVILLE, W.Va.  —  A 
tiny wasp may be the solution for 
managing an agricultural pest causing 
major economic damage to fruit, vege-
table, and field crops in North America 
and Europe.

Agricultural Research Service sci-
entists are currently studying Trissol-
cus japonicus, commonly known as the 
samurai wasp, to see if this parasitoid 
wasp is the right biological control 
agent for reducing brown marmorat-
ed stink bug (Halyomorpha halys) 
(BMSB) populations outside of Asia.

Biological control is the process of 
reducing or mitigating pests or patho-
gens by using the pest’s or pathogen’s 
natural enemies. The samurai wasp is 
a known natural enemy for the BMSB 
in Asia, and researchers are under-
standing how it behaves in non-native 
environments.

At the ARS Beneficial Insects In-
troduction Research Unit in Newark, 
DE, researchers are observing the 
behaviors of both quarantined samurai 
wasps from Beijing and local wild pop-
ulations. They found these wasps have 
a strong preference for parasitizing 
BMSB’s eggs.

“Parasitic wasps have the amazing 
ability to detect kairomones [chemical 
substances emitted by one organism 
and detected by another organism] that 
are left on surfaces or in the air of their 
hosts,” said Dr. Kim Hoelmer, research 

entomologist and research leader at 
the Beneficial Insects Introduction 
Research Unit.

“In the field, when a female samurai 
wasp looks for evidence of her host 
in the environment, she can detect 
her host’s kairomones left on a leaf’s 
surface. The wasp increases her search 
when she detects the kairomones and 
that increases her probability of finding 
the host.”

The research shows promise in that 
samurai wasps prefer their natural 
hosts’ eggs over those of other species.

This finding does not surprise re-
searchers since it is common for para-
sitoid wasps to have close relationships 
with their hosts.

“The more intimate the relation-
ship is, the better parasitoid wasps are 
as biocontrol agents,” said Dr. Matt 
Buffington, research entomologist 
with the ARS Systematic Entomology 
Laboratory, located in the Smithsonian 
National Museum of Natural History in 
Washington, DC.

Buffington and postdoctoral ARS 
scientist Elijah Talamas were instru-
mental in correctly identifying the 
samurai wasp from other Trissol-
cus species.

“Parasitoid wasps play major roles 
in population regulation [of pests]. 
With this one species, we can explain 
how biological control works in our 
environment,” said Buffington.

But do samurai wasps exhibit the 
same behaviors in the wild?

In addition to laboratory studies, 
researchers are observing samurai 
wasps in natural environments, such 
as orchards and crop fields, where the 
BMSB is present. These wasps are 
adventive in North America, meaning 
they arrived accidentally without any 
human aid.

At the ARS Appalachian Fruit 
Research Station in Kearneysville, 
W.Va., researchers are studying how 
samurai wasps reduce BMSB popula-

tions across a landscape. The research 
aims to determine if samurai wasps can 
survive in areas with other agricultural 
factors such as pesticides.

According to research entomologist 
Dr. Tracy Leskey, BMSB populations 
can disperse and develop in areas out-
side of orchards and crop fields. The 
stink bugs constantly reinvade new 
areas, called wild host habitats, for 
survival.

“We hope that samurai wasps can 
reduce those populations in wild host 
habitats, so we have less pressure in our 
agricultural areas,” said Leskey.

The wasp is tiny; approximately 1.5 
mm or the size of a sesame seed.

Even though the samurai wasp 
shows promise as a biological control 
agent, researchers must follow a rigor-
ous process to ensure that the samurai 
wasp’s impact is limited to its host and 
is not a threat to animals, humans, and 
crops.

ARS researchers are in the process 
of requesting a permit for quarantined 
samurai wasps from Beijing to be 
approved for field release. Currently, 
wild populations of the samurai wasp 
are in 14 states. 

The permit would allow states with-
out wild populations to use the wasp as 
a biocontrol agent for managing their 

To deal with BMSBs, scientists bring in arch enemy

The tiny size of the samurai wasp is The tiny size of the samurai wasp is 
apparent from this dime, which has apparent from this dime, which has 
several of the insects on it. several of the insects on it. 

Photo courtesy Ashley ColavecchioPhoto courtesy Ashley Colavecchio

See BMSB
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COLONIAL BEACH, Md. — Farm-
ers are helping food banks offer clients 
fresh, regionally grown food by allow-
ing groups to glean after they harvest.

At Parker Farms in Westmoreland 
County, 30 volunteers from Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Roman Catholic Church 
in Prince William County recently 
gleaned dozens of bushels of sweet 
corn after the biggest ears had been 
harvested by Parker Farms employees. 

They combed the fields for smaller, 
but equally nutritious, ears left behind 
by the harvesting equipment.

The church’s pastor, Father Brian 
Bashista, said the charitable hands-
on experience goes beyond writing 
a check. “We’ve had it on our heart 
to farm-glean for a couple years and 
finally connected with the wonderful 
folks here,” he said. “There are very 
generous farmowners who allow this 
to happen.”

With such abundance in this coun-
try, Bashista said, it’s amazing how 
much goes to waste.

It’s a simple concept—there is 
enough fresh produce for food-inse-

cure Virginia families. But complex 
logistical challenges can prevent per-
ishable items from getting from farms 
to plates.

Food banks historically have stocked 
products that are shelf-stable. 

Yet more than 1 million Virginians 
who are most likely to experience 
food insecurity are at higher risk of 
diet-related illnesses such as diabetes 
and heart disease, according to the 
Federation of Virginia Food Banks.

“Increasingly, we’re seeing the con-
nection between health outcomes and 

diet,” said Katie Mandes, director of 
marketing and strategic initiatives for 
the federation, an organization serving 
food banks statewide. “We are pushing 
hard to create a more nutritious diet for 
those who visit food banks. However, 
the turnaround time has to fall into 
place with fresh food that requires 
refrigeration, so there are a lot of logis-
tical components.”

The federation’s seven food banks 

See PRODUCE
Page 14

Schoenian ...
Continued from Page 5

Many factors influence accuracy. 
The higher the accuracy, the more 

confident you can be in the EBV and 
your selection decisions.

Contemporary groups are another 
important aspect of EBVs. 

A contemporary group is a group 
of animals of similar age that have 
been managed together (the same). 

For example, lambs/kids born in 
the winter would not be in the same 
contemporary group as lambs/kids 
born in the spring. 

Nor would the offspring of 
females that were fed differently. 

You need to have at least 10 
animals (per sire), preferably more, 
in a contemporary group for EBVs to 
have some accuracy.

EBVs are most powerful when 
they are used to compare animals 
from different flocks/herds. In order 
to do this, there must be shared 
genetics among the different flocks/
herds. 

Ideally, the same male or his sons 
are used in different flocks/herds. 

Without such genetic linkages, it 
is only possible to compare animals 
in the same flock/herd. This is still 
useful.

EBVs begin with the collection of 
raw data on the farm. 

There are certain guidelines that 
must be followed. 

Data is submitted via free 
software called Pedigree Master to 
the National Sheep Improvement 
Program. 

The data is shared with Sheep 
Genetics of Australia, which does the 
actual calculations.

Any sheep or goat producer can 
submit data to NSIP and have EBVs 
calculated on their animals. 

If you don’t submit data, you can 
still purchase animals with EBVs to 
improve your flock/herd. 

Animals with EBVs aren’t 
necessarily better than animals 
without EBVs, it’s just that their 
genetics are not a mystery. 

When you buy a sheep/goat 
without EBVs, you are guessing 
what his/her genetics might be. 

For more information about 
EBVs, visit the web site of the 
National Sheep Improvement 
Program at nsip.org.

Farm-fresh produce gleaned for Virginians in need
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BMSB ...
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BMSB populations. 
In addition, the permit would allow 

states with existing wild populations to 
introduce new samurai wasps in their 
management efforts.

BMSB has been detected in 47 
states and four Canadian provinces. 
BMSB is responsible for crop damage 
costing millions of dollars each year. 

This pest is also causing agricultural 
damage abroad after its infestation in 
European countries.

Researchers from other ARS labo-
ratories are also studying the samurai 
wasp, including the Invasive Insect 
Biocontrol & Behavior Laboratory in 
Beltsville, Md., Southeast Water-
shed Research Laboratory in Tifton, 
GA, Horticultural Crop Research Lab-
oratory in Corvallis, Ore., Sino-Amer-
ican Biological Control Laboratory in 
Beijing, China, and USDA-ARS Euro-
pean Biological Control Laboratory in 
Montpellier, France. 

isms known as the microbiome that 
was observed on tar-spot-resistant but 
not susceptible corn plants. “The main 
goal is to understand how environ-
mental factors, plant growth stage and 
the associated corn microbiome affect 
tar spot disease progression and how 
all these factors are interconnected,” 
said Raksha.  

• Identification of several proteins 
the tar spot fungus uses to “short 
circuit” the defenses of susceptible 
plants—and how, in turn, these pro-
teins could be exploited for better 
detection of different strains of the 
fungus and their severity in fields, 
noted Helm.    

On other fronts, university collab-
orators are conducting research to op-
timize the timing of fungicide sprays 
and evaluating rotations of corn with 

non-host crops to reduce the disease’s 
severity and prevent the fungus from 
surviving the winter on debris from 
prior corn harvests. Researchers are 
also pouring through existing liter-
ature on the biology of the tar spot 
fungus and building on what’s known 
about it with genomic sequencing — a 
kind of decoding of its DNA playbook 
for causing disease in corn. One hope 
is that this will yield clues to new 
ways of controlling the fungus and 
preempting costly outbreaks like the 
one from 2018 to 2020, which claimed 
an estimated 241 million bushels of 
U.S. corn.

The effort is being carried out un-
der the auspices of the National Plant 
Disease Recovery System. Arising 
from a 2004 Homeland Security 
Presidential Directive, the NPDRS 
spotlights emerging plant disease 
threats and identifies what tools, in-
frastructure, communication networks 
and other resources will be necessary 
to protect U.S crops or recover from 
outbreaks that have already occurred.

Corn ...
Continued from Page 3

By JANE PRIMERANO
AFP Correspondent

MENDHAM TOWNSHIP, N.J. — 
Derick Backer never thought attempt-
ing to open a brewery would lead to Tik 
Tok infamy and $14,000 in charges for 
a municipal meeting that didn’t legally 
exist.

Backer is the fourth-generation 
family operator of the 37.4-acre Backer 
Farm, a township institution for nearly 
100 years that was placed in farmland 
preservation in 2004. 

The property is owned by Derick’s 
father, Fred, and uncle, Stuart. 

Originally a dairy farm, it now pro-
duces vegetables, pork and eggs and 
provides boarding for a few horses. 

One barn is used for storage and 
Backer plans on converting it into 
production areas and a tasting room 

See BACKER
Page 15

Backer 
Brewery 
plans hit 

roadblocks

A wagon at the  entrance to Backer Farm greets visitors. The farm wants to open an own on-farm brewery and tasting room, an 
idea which has split its neighbors in Mendham Township, N.J.

Photos by Jane Primerano
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people know about agriculture,” the 
recently-appointed commissioner de-
clared, noting these are two percent of 
the population who feed and clothe the 
remining 98 percent. 

The inductees representing varying 
segments of Virginia’s agriculture 
industry joined 77 others in the Vir-
ginia Livestock Hall of Fame during 
ceremonies at Virginia Tech’s Al-
phine-Stuart Livestock Arena where 
portraits of all the hall of fame mem-
bers hang.

Edward F. Metcalf, Sr., from the 
beef industry and Walter V. McClure, 
Sr., from the dairy industry were 
present for the presentation. Sally G. 
Lamb from the horse industry and 
John Sponaugle, both of whom died 
in 2020, where honored posthumously.

This event also recognized the 
2020 inductees Robert E. “Bob” 
Foster, a beef cattle farmer, Riley and 
Barbara Wagner, dairy farmers, and 
H. Franklin Graves, a leader in mar-
keting Virginia cattle. 

Charles W. Ahrend, a leader in the 
pork industry and Christopher Chen-
ery, a breeder of quality race horses 
including Triple Crown winner, Sec-
retariat, were honored posthumously.

Riley Wagner died after being 
named to the hall of fame.  

Virginia Tech Dean of the College 

of Agriculture and Life Sciences Alan 
Grant, and the head of the Depart-
ment of Animal and Poultry Sciences 
David Gerrard joined Copenhaver in 

welcoming family and friends of the 
honorees for the presentations. 

The conference room of the build-
ing was packed with a standing room 

only group of enthusiastic supporters.
Copenhaver, a native of Mead-

owview, Va., said he grew up on a 
farm and learned about farming from 
his grandfather, Ernest Copenhaver, 
who was one of the hall’s earlier in-
ductees. 

He thanked the CALS leaders of 
the last several decades in helping 
make the industry what it is today. He 
included Dr. Arthur “Ike” Eller, orga-
nizer of the occasion, in his remarks 
for his help to so many.

“Ed Metcalf left a lasting impact 
on the Virginia cattle industry,’ the 
Virginia Cattlemen’s Association said 
in nominating him as the beef industry 
inductee. “For 27 years, he served as 
the owner-operator of the Lynchburg 
Livestock Market. Under his man-
agement, Lynchburg became the first 
market to offer a state-graded weekly 
auction of cattle. 

“His dedication, leadership, and 
character set a high standard for all 
cattlemen.”

Brandon Reeves, VCA executive 
director, who introduced Metcalf, 
credited him with helping develop the 
quality of Virginia cattle that people 
are able to trust. He quoted Butch 
foster, long-time VCA field represen-
tative — as saying Metcalf was the 
fairest livestock market operator he 
has worked with. 

Reeves complimented him by say-
ing not only is he fair, he also knows 
cattle.

 Dan Myers of Walkup Holsteins 
introduced McClure, the Virginia 
State Dairymen’s Association induct-
ee, describing him as loyal, humble 
Christian man.

McClure, a Franklin County native 
and 1960 Virginia Tech graduate, 

See INDUCTEES
Page 15

Inductees ...
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The inductees representing varying segments of Virginia’s agriculture industry, joined 77 others in the Virginia Livestock Hall 
of Fame during ceremonies at Virginia Tech’s Alphine-Stuart Livestock Arena, where portraits of all the hall of fame members 
hang. 

Photo by Jane W. Graham
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became interested in cows when he 
was 15 with a special interest in the 
Holstein breed.

“He has been involved in leader-
ship positions in the dairy industry 
his entire career, serving as a Virginia 
Cooperative Extension agent and then 
in the artificial insemination industry 
for 25 years,” Myers said. He worked 
with both beef and dairy genetics.

McClure established Windswept 
Holsteins in 1971 and bred cattle 
known worldwide. 

More than 40 of his bulls have been 
used for artificial insemination.

Lamb, the Virginia Horse Council’s 
honoree, and her husband David came 
to be known as the First Man and First 
Lady of the Virginia horse industry 
for their many contributions to the 
horse world. 

Sally Lamb was an esteemed eques-
trian instructor and horse industry ad-
vocate who had a profound and lasting 
impact on many lives in the Virginia,” 
according to her nomination. 

“She was the founder of the ‘Four 
Horseshoes Youth Foundation” an 
organization dedicated to providing 
opportunities for equine experiences 
and horseback riding for underprivi-
leged youth.” 

“John Sponaugle was an excep-
tional leader, serving two terms as a 
director before becoming president of 
the National Suffolk Sheep Associa-
tion,” the VSPA said in nominating 
him. “He was inducted into the NSSA 
Hall of Fame.” 

Sponaugle is remembered for his 
involvement in the Virginia Sheep 
Producers Association as well as the 
Virginia Performance Ram Test and 
the Eastern Stud Ram Sale. 

He also is credited with founding 
the Virginia Junior Seep Breeders 
Association.

This sheep breeder served as a 4-H 
leader for 20 years and is has helped 
many to get started in the sheep in-
dustry.

Grev ...
Continued from Page 7
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Ruminant animals are most sus-
ceptible, with a prussic acid concen-
tration as small as 0.1 percent of dry 
tissue considered dangerous. 

Symptoms of prussic acid poi-
soning can appear within minutes 
following ingestion, with common 
symptoms including excessive sali-
vation, difficulty breathing, stagger-
ing, convulsions, and collapsing. 

The greatest levels of prussic 
acid can be found in the leafier parts 
of the plant, particularly in new 
growth, and young, growing plants 
contain more prussic acid than older 
plants.

 To prevent prussic acid poison-
ing, follow these recommendations 
for grazing or harvesting frosted 
forages.

Grazing: Do not graze sorghum 
species on nights when a frost is 
likely, as high levels of the toxic 
compounds are produced within 
hours following a frost. 

After a killing frost, wait at least 
seven to 10 days before grazing or 
green chopping forage, as prussic 
acid levels are highest in plant leaves 
and do not begin to decline until 
after the leaves have dried. 

After a non-killing frost, do not 
allow livestock to graze until the 
regrowth has reached a minimum of 
2 feet in height or two weeks have 
passed, as the regrowth will likely 
contain high levels of prussic acid. 

When returning to grazing, don’t 

turn animals in hungry and use a 
heavier stocking rate and rotational 
grazing to reduce the risk of ani-
mals selectively grazing leaves or 
young growth that may still have 
higher concentrations of prussic acid 
present.

Harvesting: Proper field curing 
or ensiling can help reduce the po-
tential for toxicity in harvested for-
ages because prussic acid is volatile 
and some of the toxic components 
will dissipate as a gas during the 
drying or fermentation process.

Forages should be ensiled for a 
minimum of eight weeks if there was 
a risk of high prussic acid levels at 
the time of chopping. 

The prussic acid content in hay 
can be reduced by as much as 75 
percent during the curing process, so 
hay is typically not hazardous when 
fed to livestock. 

Forages can also be analyzed 
prior to feeding to ensure the toxic 
compounds have been reduced to a 
safe level for consumption.

Nitrate Toxicity
Sorghum species, along with 

several other species including mil-
let, brassicas, oats, and other small 
grains, are susceptible to nitrate 
accumulation. 

Under normal growing condi-
tions, nitrate from the soil is ab-
sorbed by the roots of forage plants 
and is supplied to the upper portions 
of the plant, where it is converted 
into plant protein. 

However, under adverse environ-
mental conditions such as drought, 
frost, or sudden weather changes, 
plant growth ceases and metabolism 
slows but the plants continue to take 

up nitrogen from the soil, resulting 
in a buildup of nitrates within the 
plant. 

Nitrate levels will remain high 
until there is new leaf growth, which 
increases photosynthesis and pro-
vides energy to utilize the excess 
nitrate.

When livestock consume forages 
with normal nitrate levels, the nitrate 
is broken down by rumen microbes 
to nitrite and then further to ammo-
nia, which is converted to protein. 

With high-nitrate forages, nitrites 
accumulate faster than they can be 
converted to ammonia, and the accu-
mulated nitrite is absorbed into the 
bloodstream. 

Nitrite combines with hemoglobin 
to produce methemoglobin, which 
is incapable of transporting oxygen, 
ultimately leading to asphyxiation. 

Symptoms of nitrate toxicity are 
related to a lack of oxygen in the 
blood and include weakness, dif-
ficulty breathing, rapid heartbeat, 
staggering, muscle tremors, and 
inability to stand. 

Affected animals typically show 
signs of poisoning within a few 
hours after consumption, and rumi-
nant animals are most susceptible 
due to the rapid conversion of nitrate 
to nitrate by rumen microorganisms.

Nitrate levels are typically mea-
sured as nitrate nitrogen (NO3-N) on 
a parts per million (ppm) basis. 

Levels under 550 ppm NO3-N are 
typically considered safe to feed for 
all classes of livestock. 

Levels between 550 and 1,100 

See GREV
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By RICHARD SKELLY
AFP Correspondent

EAST AMWELL, N.J. — One of the 
things that makes the annual Hunt-
erdon County Fair unique is its very 
large display of antique tractors and 
farm-related equipment. 

Much of the exhibit equipment, 
tractors and memorabilia from the 
ill-fated New Jersey Museum of Ag-
riculture on the Cook College campus 
of Rutgers University has ended up on 
display every August at the Middlesex 

County Fair in East Brunswick. 
But Ringoes-based used equipment 

dealer Dave Bond contends the an-
tique tractor display each year at the 
Hunterdon County Fair is easily the 
largest gathering of antique tractors 
in the Northeast. 

Ted Johnson and Gordon Reid were 
volunteer staffing the antique equip-
ment barn at the fair, held Aug. 24-29 
at South County Park. 

“My father [Ernie Johnson,] started 
this up in Flemington at the Fleming-
ton Racetrack when the fair used to 

be held up there,” Johnson said. “At 
that time there were only a handful of 
tractors they had in the barn. But it’s 
grown over time. “When they moved 
down here they had a tent on the other 
side of the fairgrounds and he was 
getting 64 to 70 tractors in here.” 

The fairgrounds in South County 
Park built a number of permanent 
structures so the grounds could be 
used for other events, and a permanent 
building was built in 2013 to house the 
antique tractors. 

The equipment runs the gam-

ut: Farm-All, John Deere, Kubota, 
Massey Ferguson, Massey Harris 
and Allis Chalmers are brand names 
on display. 

Reid said the permanent struc-
ture and annual tractor display is 
sponsored by the Hunterdon County 
Community Grange No. 12, which has 
meetings in Ringoes. 

“This year, we have 72 tractors in-
side and 11 just outside the building,” 
Johnson added. “And it seems like 
every year since 2013, we’ve had good 
shows and healthy crowds.”  

Fair’s antique tractor display has unique history
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In remarks to the press at the White 
House following the meeting, Biden 
announced an agreement with Con-
gressional Democrats that would move 
the bill forward.

A cornerstone of Biden’s climate 
change strategy had been a clean en-
ergy plan that would have rewarded 
power providers that use clean sources 
and penalized those that don’t.

But that approach had to be scrapped 
when Manchin objected. With Republi-
cans fully opposed to Biden’s big pack-
age, the president needs the support of 
all Democrats in the 50-50 split Senate, 
with no votes to spare.

The senior administration official 
said the administration was not wed-
ded to one clean-energy strategy as a 
“silver bullet.” 

Instead, officials are coalescing 
around a new package of strategies 
that could potentially achieve similar 
emission reduction goals without add-
ing new costs to the overall package. 

A plan backed by Democrats offers 
tax credits and spending to boost re-
newable power such as wind and solar 
and sharply increase the number of 
electric vehicles. 

Advocates think the plan, plus exec-
utive branch action such as a pending 
Environmental Protection Agency rule 
to curb methane emissions, and action 
by states, should be enough to meet or 
nearly meet Biden’s goal to cut green-
house gas emissions in half by 2030, 
compared with 2005 levels.

Biden said at a town hall last week 
that he expects to spend the $150 billion 
that had been targeted for the clean-en-
ergy program on climate programs. 

Advocates say the money would 
most likely be used as block grants to 
states to pursue their own emissions 
cuts.

It’s unclear if the new proposals 
would be acceptable to Manchin, 
whose home state is a leading producer 
of coal and natural gas. 

He has preferred an approach that 
does not favor one industry over the 
other as coal begins to be phased out 
for cleaner energy sources. On Oct. 28, 
after Biden’s remarks, a non-committal 
Manchin said, “This is all in the hands 
of the House right now.”

The new strategies appear to use 
more incentives to encourage clean 
energy use rather than penalties for fail-
ing to make the transition, which could 
help win over Manchin. But climate 
change advocates have argued that 
penalties are needed to get industries 
to more quickly turn to cleaner sources 
as the world races to confront the dire 
threats of climate change.

A major fight emerged in recent 
days over a proposal to include a so-
called “methane fee” in the budget 
package. 

The fee would be imposed on en-
ergy companies that leak methane 
pollution during oil and gas production. 
Methane, the main component of nat-
ural gas, is a leading cause of global 
warming, especially in the short term.

“My hope is, it’s going to be in,” 
Sen. Tom Carper, D-Del., chairman 
of the Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee, said of the methane 
fee.

“We negotiated a methane fee, we 
tried to do it in a way that Sen. Manchin 
and his folks would be more receptive 

of, and we’re still talking about it and 
continuing to work through it,” Carper 
told reporters on Oct. 25.

Manchin said Oct. 26 he is talking 
to Carper and others about the methane 
fee, but does not want to “punish” ener-
gy companies “just for the sake of pun-
ishing” them. Some House Democrats 
from Texas also oppose the methane 
fee, saying it could cost thousands of 
jobs in the energy industry and increase 
energy costs for Americans.

Supporters called the fee a com-
mon-sense provision that only kicks 
in when methane pollution exceeds 
agreed-upon targets. 

The fee would give the oil and gas 
industry a financial incentive to capture 
methane rather than burn or “flare” 
excess gas produced at well sites, sup-
porters say.

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, D-R.I., 
said a methane fee is crucial to meeting 
Biden’s climate goals as he heads to a 
climate summit in Glasgow, Scotland 
next week. 

“Letting corporations pollute for 
free is not a climate solution,” White-
house said.

The grants and loans for the agri-
cultural sector would help rural electric 
cooperatives transition to cleaner ener-
gy sources, which could be of interest 
to Manchin in his rural state.

Similarly, industrial steel, cement 
and aluminum plants could tap funds to 
beef up their use of greener sources, the 
official said. There would also be ex-
panded home improvement tax credits.

Climate ...
Continued from Page 2

Produce ...
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work with 1,500 partner agencies like 
community and church pantries that 
pick up the food for local distribution. 

Behind the scenes, food-sourcing 
specialists, growers and gleaners co-
ordinate with a flurry of phone calls 
and countless volunteer hours to make 
it happen. 

Mandes said the food bank world 
previously relied on grocery store 
donations of excess fresh product, but 
pandemic-related supply chain prob-
lems cut into that source. 

“One of the lessons we learned 
because of the pandemic — if you can 
have fresh food that is local there is 
less opportunity for that supply to be 
interrupted,” she said.

Ramping up efforts to work with 
the farming community to source 
fresh food has become a priority for 
the federation. 

Its leaders work with legislators to 

develop policy tools that help farmers 
offset the costs of gleaned produce, 
like the Virginia Ag Food Assistance 
Program bill signed by Gov. Ralph 
Northam in June. 

The legislation works in tandem 
with Virginia’s food crop donation 
tax credit by making funds available 
to farmers for harvesting, processing, 
packaging and transporting surplus 
product.

“Farmers are often willing to donate 
their excess product, but it’s not free,” 
Mandes explained. “We’d love to see 
the farming community plant extra 
crops in advance, where a percentage 
goes to food banks.”

In Richmond County, Healthy Har-
vest Food Bank’s agricultural gleaning 
program reaches up to 60,000 indi-
viduals annually through an extended 
distribution partnership with Feed 
More, Virginia Peninsula Food Bank, 
Blue Ridge Area Food Bank and Food 
Bank of Southeastern Virginia and the 
Eastern Shore. 

Each year, the organization saves 
450,000 to 650,000 pounds of fresh 
produce from being plowed under.

HAVRE DE GRACE, Md. — The 
Maryland Agricultural Education 
Foundation is now accepting applica-
tions for its 2021 Urban Garden Grant.  

This grant program is open to 
schools and community organizations 
serving students in grades PreK- 12 
interested in providing hands-on ag-

ricultural experiences with a focus on 
the reduction of impervious surface on 
schoolyards. 

The maximum grant award will be 
$500. Applications are due by Nov. 15.  

“There’s no better way to engage 
and excite our youth about agriculture 
than by providing them the opportunity 

to create, grow, and cultivate in their 
own way,” says Joe Dymek, chairman 
of the MAEF Board of Directors. “Our 
Urban Garden Grants support a variety 
of projects statewide that support ed-
ucational standards and give students 
and residents a hands-on experience in 
the field of agricultural science.” 

Award announcements will be made 
by Dec. 15. Additional support for this 
grant program is being provided by the 
Edward Byrd Foundation.

 Application information and the full 
announcement are posted on MAEF’s 
website at http://maefonline.com/home/
teacher-center/grantsandawards/. 

MAEF announces opening of 2021 Urban Garden Grant
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(H. somni, P. multocida, and type 2 M. 
haemolytica) multiply in the upper 
respiratory tract and invade the lungs 
where they cause disease.

But this multiplication in calves 
with weakened immune systems does 
not happen as frequently with type 
1 M. haemolytica. 

Therefore, it was important for the 

scientists to compare gene content 
across the three groups of disease-caus-
ing bacteria and identify differences 
between the groups and the more 
benign strain type 1 M. haemolytica.

Scientists focused on the differ-
ences in the proteins existing in the 
outer membrane of each of the bacterial 
groups, as these outer membrane pro-
teins can be very important for either 
bacterial survival or its recognition and 
targeting by the host’s (calf’s) immune 
system.

“Part of our research aims to use 
very high precision in targeting unique 

proteins, or antigens, in the outer mem-
brane of the BRD-causing bacteria. 
These antigens induce an immune 
response and can protect the animal. 
We anticipate these proteins can be 
used in future preventative measures 
without disrupting other ‘good’ micro-
organisms coexisting within the same 
environment or host.” said Wynn. “One 
of the most exciting discoveries in this 
study was to find the outer membrane 
protein W, or OmpW, in all three 
harmful bacteria but not in the type 
1 M. haemolytica. We look forward to 
investigating that further.”

Wynn and Clawson found other 
proteins present in the outer membrane 
of all these groups of bacteria, giving 
them additional preventative targets, 
too.

Insights from this study open doors 
for the use of antibody recognition of 
outer membrane proteins to develop 
preventive strategies against bacteria 
that cause BRD. 

The scientists plan to expand 
their study with larger populations of 
BRD-associated bacteria and to use 
the same approach to specifically target 
additional disease-causing bacteria.

Scientists ...
Continued from Page 8

manager, noted buying local firewood 
promotes healthy forest management 
and directly supports Virginia tree 

farmers.
Timber producers and other mer-

chants often sell firewood by specific 
species or as mixed wood, and the 
firewood typically is sold pre-seasoned, 
which means it’s ready to burn.

For the best heating experience, 
Dhungana recommended Virginians 
purchase hardwoods, which burn 

cleanly and slowly, and provide plenty 
of warmth for the colder months ahead.

“Oak, hickory and maple are species 
that grow in Virginia and are great for 
firewood,” she said. “Most firewood 
sold in Virginia is either red oak or 
white oak because of their density, 
which is a quality that makes the spe-
cies desirable. For indoor applications, 

hardwood is the way to go.”
Virginians who don’t have access to 

private forestland can visit a Virginia 
state forest to cut their own timber 
in designated areas with a firewood 
permit. 

Permits are issued by VDOF, and 
more information can be found by 
emailing stateforest@dof.virginia.gov.

Firewood ...
Continued from Page 8

for beer. 
Under state regulations, the farm 

must grow 51% of the barley, hops, rye 
and other vegetables that can be used 
in the beer. The farm currently supplies 
pumpkins, watermelons and other 
fruits and vegetables to other breweries. 

The proposed brewery will have 
seating for up to 78 people on both the 
first and second floor of the barn.

Backer consulted with the Morris 
County Agricultural Development 
Board whose members are supportive, 
he said. The MCADB refused a request 
from a few neighbors to impose a noise 
ordinance. 

There were 16 people who signed a 
paper in opposition to the project at the 
last county meeting, he said. 

Both the county and state agricul-

tural boards signed off on the project, 
Backer said, as did the local health 
officials responsible for the septic ap-
provals. Backer said he also moved and 
improved an access road.

His application to the state Alcohol-
ic Beverage Commission is pending. 

He also applied to the municipality 
and checked off 48 of the 50 questions 
on the township checklist, including 
those about traffic, lighting and septic 
concerns, Backer said. He said all mu-
nicipal officials he has consulted seem 
in favor.

The Township Board of Adjustment 
Attorney said the fact the farm is in a 
residential zone is a non-issue because 
of the state’s Right to Farm legislation 
which prompted some neighbors to ask 
for him to leave the board, Backer said. 

This left the planning board the 
only township body with jurisdiction. 
Backer brought this application to the 
board on July 1. Because of COVID 
restrictions the meeting was on Zoom 
and there were 120 people on the call. 

The meeting lasted four hours, 3 1/2 
of which consisted of questions from 
five people who were against having 
a brewery as a neighbor, Backer ex-
plained. He said because the use is 
approved, the planning board only 
has jurisdiction over health and safety 
issues. Objectors wanted parking areas 
to be paved, he said. 

After the meeting, Backer found 
out the recording failed, so, legally, the 
meeting didn’t happen. 

He still had to pay his own profes-
sionals and those retained by the town-
ship and the township won’t reimburse 
him. That’s where the $14,000 came in. 

The farmer had already paid $4,000 
for a traffic study on Ironia Road. 

In the past, the municipal meetings 
and their public comment periods along 
with letters to the editor would have 
comprised all of the public input on a 
project such as this. 

Today that is not the case, although 
there have been a number of favorable 
letters to the local weekly newspaper 

and there is generally one a week op-
posed to the brewery. Yard signs for 
and against the project also line Ironia 
Road.

People are speaking out on social 
media. Backer said of 500 comments on 
Facebook about 99 percent are favor-
able. Most of the negative commentary 
comes from the same neighbor who has 
had complaints about the farm for 35 
years, Backer said. 

That’s the person who posted a vid-
eo on Tik Tok about it. Backer doesn’t 
have time to monitor social media but 
got a call from a cousin on the other 
side of the country. The post got 600 
comments, Backer said. 

The planning board has not set an-
other meeting that it can devote totally 
to the application, Backer said. He said 
he doesn’t want to have to bring his 
experts to several meetings. 

Backer said the board does not often 
schedule special meetings, but he is 
persevering to obtain the last approval 
he needs.

Backer ...
Continued from Page 11

UNIVERSITY PARK, Pa. — Penn-
sylvania is no couch potato when it 
comes to producing one of America’s 
favorite snack foods.

The commonwealth has more potato 
chip manufacturers than any other state 
in the United States, according to Rob-
ert Leiby, agronomist for Pennsylvania 
Co-Operative Potato Growers. 

He said those manufacturers rely 
on the state’s potato industry, which 
produces about 83,000 tons of potatoes 
each year, primarily white potatoes 
used to make the popular snack.

The growers, in turn, depend on the 
potato research program in Penn State’s 
College of Agricultural Sciences to 
help improve the quality and quantity 
of their crops while staying abreast of 
consumer trends.

“Not only is the potato important in 
our diet, but it’s a valuable agricultural 
asset in Pennsylvania that accounts 
for thousands of jobs and more than 
$1 billion in economic impact,” said 
Leiby, who spent 37 years as a Penn 
State Extension educator in Lehigh 

County. “This industry is strengthened 
by scientists and extension educators at 
Penn State.”

Penn State’s potato research pro-
gram, led by Xinshun Qu, associate 
research professor, is under the Depart-
ment of Plant Pathology and Environ-
mental Microbiology.

The team works closely with potato 
growers to identify commercial potato 
production and disease problems and 
conducts laboratory and field exper-
iments designed to provide critical 
information to solve these problems. 

The researchers share their findings 
through Penn State Extension pro-
grams and a publicly available annual 
report.

“The industry requires varieties 
with earliness, good chip quality and 
tolerance to biotic stresses such as dis-
eases and abiotic stresses such as heat,” 
Qu said. “There are new varieties and 
breeding lines with yield potential and 
qualities for chip processing, french fry 
and table stock use that are being pro-
duced by breeding programs in the U.S. 

and Canada. The varieties are worthy 
of evaluation under environmental 
conditions and cultural practices found 
in Pennsylvania.”

In its early years, the program fo-
cused on potato breeding. 

The focus shifted to variety trials 
and disease management in the mid-
1980s based on the recommendation of 
plant pathologist Barbara Christ, who 
inherited the program from predeces-
sors David MacKenzie and Wilford 
Mills and directed it until her retire-
ment in 2018.

Her reason for changing the pro-
gram’s direction boiled down to re-
sources. “We didn’t have the facilities 
for doing the kinds of cross-breeding 
that the industry needed,” Christ said. 
“I believed supporting established 
breeding and seed programs through 
variety trial investigations was a better 
use of our expertise.”

She was right. After forming collab-
orations with the USDA in Beltsville, 
Md., the University of Maine and 
Cornell University, Penn State’s potato 

team built its client portfolio to include 
USDA facilities in Idaho, the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin, Colorado State, Mich-
igan State and North Carolina State 
universities, and private companies in 
the U.S. and Europe.

The team evaluates about 200 potato 
varieties/breeding clones in variety 
evaluation trials and between 200 and 
400 varieties and clones in disease 
management trials each year, according 
to research technologist Mike Peck, 
who’s been with the program for nearly 
40 years.

The work takes place at the Russell 
E. Larson Agricultural Research Cen-
ter at Rock Springs, Centre County, 
and at grower sites in different parts 
of the state. “The support we receive 
from growers makes our program suc-
cessful,” Peck said. “They understand 
the importance of our evaluations in 
helping breeders decide which lines 
should be released as new varieties, 
which lines to focus on for potential 
release and which varieties are dis-
ease-resistant.”

Potato research program chips in with valuable insights
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Chelsea Hudson, left, conservation planning manager at Sussex Conservation District, and Jayme Arthurs, USDA NRCS state 
resource conservationist, measure compaction with pin flags at Dallas Wright’s farm in Millsboro, Del., during the in-field soil 
health and sustainability training for field staff on Thursday, Oct. 21.

Photo by Siobhan Kelley

and closed with strategizing and imple-
menting the soil health management 
system and plan. Day three consisted of 
in-field soil health assessments at two 
local no-till fields.

As the fog dissipated from corn 
stubble, hairy vetch and daikon radish 
cover crop seedlings at Baxter Farms, 
farm owner Jay Baxter, a National 
Association of Conservation Districts 
Soil Health Champion, discussed his 
management practices with conserva-
tionists and answered questions. Candy 
Thomas, specialist, and Carl Koch, 
special projects coordinator, with the 
USDA NRCS Soil Health Division, 
guided conservationists through the 
soil health assessment which analyzes 
soil cover, residue breakdown, surface 
crusting, ponding/infiltration, penetra-
tion resistance, water-stable aggregates, 
soil structure, soil color, plant roots, 
biological diversity and biopores. 

After completing the first assess-
ment, conservationists moved to Dallas 
Wright’s long-term no-till dryland field 
in Millsboro, Del. Wright shared the 
farm’s history and current land man-
agement practices in use. Thomas and 
Koch guided conservationists through 
the soil health assessment noting how 
different management practices im-
pact soil health and how differences 
in management impact the soil health 
indicators recorded in the assessment. 
Directly comparing the two opera-
tions was not recommended because 
numerous factors are at play such as 
irrigation, crop rotation, cover crop 
selection, and soil types.  

“This was a great opportunity for 
field staff to participate in hands-on 
training,” said Chelsea Hudson, con-
servation planning manager at Sussex 
Conservation District. “We learned 
techniques to assess soil health which 
can help producers across their opera-
tion, from reducing inputs to increasing 
yields.”

Training ...
Continued from Page 2

ppm NO3-N may cause problems 
in pregnant and young animals, and 
levels between 1100 and 2200 ppm 
NO3-N are typically considered tox-
ic and should be fed with caution. 

Levels above 2200 ppm NO3-N 
are likely unsafe to feed. 

Unlike prussic acid, which accu-
mulates in the leafiest portion of the 
plant, nitrates tend to accumulate 
in the lower portion of the stem and 
stalks. 

In order to prevent nitrate poison-
ing, follow these recommendations 
for grazing or harvesting frosted 
forages:

Grazing: Avoid grazing suscepti-
ble forages when growth ceases due 
to drought, frost damage, or other 
adverse conditions. 

When grazing forages with 
suspected nitrate accumulation, 

introduce and acclimate livestock 
gradually. 

Feeding a low-nitrate forage or 
hay prior to turning livestock out 
onto high-nitrate forages will reduce 
the amount of nitrate consumed; 
avoid turning hungry livestock out 
onto a high-nitrate field. 

Graze high-nitrate forages in the 
afternoon when nitrate levels tend 
to be the lowest, and stock lightly 
so animals can selectively graze the 
leaves which are lower in nitrate 
concentration.

Harvesting: Delaying harvest un-
til stress conditions have passed will 
help to lower nitrate levels within the 
forage and prevent toxicity. 

Because nitrates accumulate in 
the base of the plant, risk can also 
be reduced by cutting higher and 
leaving more stubble. 

The ensiling process can reduce 
nitrate concentrations by 30 to 60 
percent following complete fermen-
tation due to microbial degradation. 

However, nitrate concentrations 
are stable in cured hay so use caution 

if the forage must be baled and leave 
at least 12 inches of stubble to avoid 
baling the most toxic part of the 
plant.

Like with prussic acid, forages 
can be analyzed for nitrate concen-
trations prior to feeding. 

If forages are known to have 
higher than ideal nitrate levels, 
diluting the forage by incorporating 
a low-nitrate forage into the diet will 
reduce the overall nitrate consump-
tion by the animal. 

Introducing the toxic forage slow-
ly will help animals adapt, as well 
as feeding small amounts frequently 
rather than one large feeding.

Increasing the energy content 
in the ration by offering a grain or 
high-carbohydrate feed can also help 
by enhancing metabolism in the ru-
men and aiding in the conversion of 
nitrates to protein, helping livestock 
to better tolerate higher nitrate levels 
in their diet.

Bloat Potential
Frothy bloat is the most common 

type of pasture bloat and results 

from the formation of a stable foam 
in the rumen that minimizes the ani-
mal’s ability to expel rumen gases.

Consumption of forages contain-
ing high levels of soluble protein, 
such as alfalfa and clover, can con-
tribute to stable foam production. 

Livestock suffering from bloat 
may indicate discomfort by stomping 
their feet or kicking at their belly. 

They will appear distended on the 
left side, and may die within hours.

Following a frost, plant cells 
rupture, producing small plant cell 
wall fragments and increasing the 
amount of K, Ca, and Mg present, all 
of which can ieach ncrease the risk 
of bloat. 

Be aware that forage with bloat 
potential can be more likely to cause 
bloat for a few days following a frost 
event. 

If grazing pastures with high con-
centrations of bloat-inducing species 
like alfalfa or clover, waiting a few 
days to a week following a hard frost 
is a good management practice to 
reduce the risk of bloat.

Grev ...
Continued from Page 13
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Take time to review the chart to 
the right about crop costs.

This article also shared a post 
from Bryan Doherty at Successful 
Farming Online that read: “Skyrock-
eting fertilizer prices and expecta-
tions for increased soybean acreage 
in the year ahead could create a 
significant change in the price ratio 
of corn to soybeans.” 

Does the current soybean mar-
ket anticipate increased acres and 
increased supplies for next year? Is 
the current market trend telling us 
something?

Second: What about China? Will 
their thirst for beans continue? Re-
ports last week suggest the Chinese 
trade deal will remain the same. 

What does that mean? Can China 
be trusted? 

Did you hear about their missile 
tests that occurred when our news 
was focusing on the Afghanistan 
withdrawal? 

I hope the test results I heard 
about are false. 

Third: A couple of weeks ago, I 
shared a chart about the growth of 
grains in South America. 

Brail is planning a 71-percent 
increase in grain production over the 
next decade!

I want to close with a very sober-
ing thought.

 Is it time to critically review your 
farming operation? This winter may-
be a time to rethink your future. 

I have heard about rental rates 
increasing. 

If retail rates increase along with 
fuel costs and fertilizer costs, what 
does that do to your bottom line? 

The positive that needs to be 
discussed is the availability of good 
off-farm jobs. 

Everyone appears to be looking 
for good help. 

I am not suggesting getting out of 
agriculture. 

I am just suggesting downsizing 
and adding an off farm job maybe an 
option worth exploring.

(Note: I research material from 
Allendale, DTN, USDA, University 
Land Grants and other credible 
sources in compiling this article. It 
is not merely my opinion, but rather 
a consensus of experts in the trade. 
Looking for a marketing coach or 
someone to discuss strategies with? 
Contact me at jehgrain@gmail.com, 
or call 410-708-8781.)

Hall ...
Continued from Page 6

The light is on and it will be till 
the job gets done. We get it. 
For 85 years, we’ve been there, 
doing what’s right for your yield, 
and for you. We’ve grown with 
you, putting hard-fought know-
how and steadfast dedication 
into every seed to ensure that 
our logo stands for everything 
it should  — because we know 
trust is earned. 

AgriGold® and Design® and Let’s Talk SeedTM are trademarks of AgReliant Genetics, LLC. ©2021 AgReliant Genetics, LLC

agrigold.com

Berl Jastram 
DE/MD/VA 
410-714-1176

Ryan Siracusa 
NY 
585-519-3704

Jeff Martin 
NJ/PA/VA 
717-476-2984

Linnea Stephens 
MD/PA 
419-641-6003
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MOULTRIE, Ga. — Virginia’s 
historical significance in agriculture is 
widely known, and the state is a major 
contributor to the industry’s current 
technological innovations and sustain-
able practices. 

This reputation garnered Virginia 
the designation of “Spotlight State” 
at the Sunbelt Ag Expo on Oct. 19-21.

Known as “North America’s Pre-
mier Farm Show,” the 43rd annual 
expo featured the latest in agricultural 
technology, hosting more than 1,200 
exhibitors representing almost 4,000 
different product lines. These exhibi-

tors showcased the latest agricultural 
innovations to help farmers enhance 
their economic and environmental 
sustainability. The 2021 expo spotlight-
ed the state with the slogan “Virginia 
Agriculture, 400 Years of Progress.” 

Agriculture and forestry combined 
are Virginia’s top industries thanks 
to diverse topography that enable 
farmers to cultivate a wide variety of 
commodities. 

The exhibit highlighted Virginia’s 
innovative industry that continues 
building on its centuries-old reputation.

Mike Parrish, co-chair of the Vir-

ginia Spotlight State Committee and a 
Virginia Cooperative Extension agent 
in in Dinwiddie County, agrees.

“We want to represent the state as 
a whole and showcase the successes of 
Virginia ag,” Parrish said. “By start-
ing a conversation about the historical 
significance of ag in the state, we can 
also help people understand how we’ve 
contributed to the advancement of 
U.S. agriculture through research and 
technology.”

Individual farmers also were rec-
ognized for their contributions to the 
industry. Since its inception in 1990, 

the Swisher/Sunbelt Expo Southeastern 
Farmer of the Year Award has evolved 
into a prestigious honor that recognizes 
outstanding agribusiness leaders. 

Ten states participate in the pro-
gram: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee 
and Virginia.

Robert “Bob” Martin Hall of York, 
S.C., was selected as the 2021 Swisher/ 
Sunbelt Expo Southeastern Farmer of 

Virginia shines at ’21 Sunbelt Ag Expo in Georgia

Partnership ...
Continued from Page 2

light of Lynn’s passion for weaving and 
fiber arts, the decision was an easy one.

Although the Cosells initially as-
pired to run a working farm, nowadays 
the sheep are kept mostly as pets. And 
the proximity of the veterinary college 
and its large animal service has proven 
to be a godsend.

“Discovering that we were in Vir-
ginia Tech’s area was a wonderful 
thing,” said Bernie. “It’s amazing to 
have trouble at two o’clock in the morn-
ing and be able to get a vet.” 

When the Cosells first settled in at 
Fantasy Farm, one of their ewes had a 
medical emergency on a Saturday. 

Unable to find a local veterinarian 
who would make a farm visit on the 
weekend, they ended up losing the ewe. 

Now, to ensure around-the-clock, 
quality care for their flock, they depend 
on the Veterinary Teaching Hospital’s 
large animal service, which offers 24/7 
emergency support.

“That sold us. We slept a whole lot 
better after that,” said Lynn. “And it’s 
been a great friendship, really — the 
vets are wonderful people. It’s always 
been a positive experience, and we’ve 
learned a lot from them, and we’ve 
helped them learn from us.” 

Not only do the Cosells view the 
college’s faculty and clinicians as true 
partners, their relationship with the 
veterinary school has benefited all 
involved. 

The couple’s flock receives med-
ical care, both at the hospital and on 
the farm, and the college’s veterinary 
students gain experience in the field on 
their yearly visits. 

“Most of the sheep on the Cosells’ 
farm die on the farm, resulting in a 
very geriatric population of sheep. This 
situation provides the students occasion 
to observe clinical conditions, such as 
arthritis, a variety of tumors, conges-
tive heart failure, and dental issues, 
not normally encountered because the 
sheep on most farms are sent to market 
prior to development of these condi-
tions,” said Kevin Pelzer, professor of 
production management medicine and 
epidemiology in the Department of 
Large Animal Clinical Sciences. 

Pelzer, who has worked with the 
Cosells for many years, said he knows 
that this hands-on experience is crucial 
for students preparing to practice vet-

erinary medicine. 
“Although a clinician is always 

present on a farm visit, the students 
get to be the ‘vet’ and ask the Cosells 
all the questions. Lynn is really good at 
providing information, but also asks the 
students a lot of questions, and she is 
never critical of the students’ answers,” 
Pelzer said. 

“Also, once a plan of treatment is 
made, the students perform the actual 
treatments 95 percent of the time, and 
the Cosells are very comfortable with 
that,” he said. “On some farms, clients 
are very hesitant or resistant to let stu-
dents actually perform the treatments 
and only let the clinician perform the 
various tasks at hand. This is invaluable 
for student learning, as it allows the 
student to develop confidence, as well 
as technical skills.” 

Professor of theriogenology Sherrie 

Clark, interim head of the Department 
of Large Animal Clinical Sciences, ful-
ly agrees. “As a practicing food animal 
veterinarian, I believe it is critical for 
students to gain hands-on experiences 
before and during veterinary school. 
Our jobs rely on knowing how to 
observe, examine, and treat animals 
appropriately. These experiences allow 
students to gain these skills while being 
in a farm setting, which many students 
also need to encounter.” 

The Cosells said they believe that 
their work with the college’s veteri-
narians and students has resulted in 
more-personalized care. 

“The vets get to know our sheep, so 
when we call with a problem, we can 
say which sheep it is. They know our 
abilities, so they can tell us what we can 
try to do,” Bernie said. 

“The college benefits from working 

with our local clientele and their unique 
goals for owning animals,” said Clark. 
“Many of our clients have been work-
ing with the college for over 20 years 
and have built strong relationships with 
our clinicians and the veterinary school 
community.”

For their part, the Cosells and their 
flock have given the college’s veter-
inary students valuable experience 
with sheep handling, hoof trimming, 
and examinations, equipping future 
veterinarians with the skills they need 
to provide the best medical care.

A shining example of the power of 
collaboration, the Cosells have moved 
their support of future veterinarians 
beyond just field training: Their gift 
of nearly a half-million dollars to the 
college will create an endowed scholar-
ship benefiting large animal veterinary 
students for years to come.

Bernie Cosell and veterinary students examine sheared wool at Fantasy Farm, a destination for experiential learning for the Bernie Cosell and veterinary students examine sheared wool at Fantasy Farm, a destination for experiential learning for the 
Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine students. Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine students. 

Photo courtesy Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary MedicinePhoto courtesy Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine
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Markon ...
Continued from Page 5

subsequent equipment operators to 
follow. Despite advances in GPS-
linked guidance, this “old-school” 
approach has advantages when the 
goal is to have every implement and 
operator drive the exact same paths 
for every pass, every year; and

• Chaff lining: A complementary 
practice aimed at better management 
of weed seeds, particularly seeds 
of herbicide-resistant weeds, that 
pass through the combine harvester. 
Chaff lining involves modifying the 
combine to place weed seeds and 
chaff in traffic tramlines, rather than 
“sowing” those weeds evenly across 
the full width of the field.

John Shepherd will offer his grain 
farm in the state’s Piedmont region 
as the testing ground for this demon-
stration that could ultimately benefit 
producers across the commonwealth. 

Shepherd’s operation encompass-
es 2,500 acres in Nottoway, Amelia, 
Lunenburg, Brunswick and Dinwid-
die counties, and was a great fit for 
the project because he had previ-
ously implemented the first phase 
of a CTF system in his continuous 
no-till/cover crop operation. 

Despite investing in GPS guid-

ance systems for many implements, 
Shepherd faced a major challenge 
in keeping all operators and imple-
ments in the same traffic pattern in 
all crops and seasons. This project 
will allow him to demonstrate and 
assess the benefits of moving to 
permanent tramlines in all fields and 
chaff lining in those tramlines. 

“With tramlines, all equipment 
operators will be able to clearly see 
where wheels need to go in order to 
avoid compaction in the rest of the 
field,” Shepherd said. “Chaff lining 
will help reduce weed pressure, 
and that is of critical importance to 
both conventional and organic grain 
producers. 

It also helps make the tramlines 
more visible.”

Shepherd will have a strong 
support team that includes Tellus 
Agronomics, LLC; EarthOptics; 
and Virginia Tech faculty members 
David Holshouser, Wade Thomason, 
Michael Flessner and Brian Badgley. 

These experts will collaborate 
with NRCS and Sustainable Chesa-
peake to evaluate outcomes of this 
integrated approach for building soil 
health and productivity while min-
imizing soil compaction and weed 
concerns. 

“We think this combination of 
innovative practices could be a 
game-changer for grain produc-
ers everywhere,” said Flessner, an 

associate professor and extension 
specialist in weed science at Tech.

“This project builds on the 
knowledge that farm management 
practices that enhance soil health 
can also lead to improved water 
quality by reducing erosion and 
runoff of agricultural chemicals,” 
adds Dr. Edwin Martinez Martinez, 
NRCS’ state conservationist for Vir-
ginia. “The techniques we’re testing 
in this project could still be helping 
improve farmers’ yields and water 
quality decades down the road.”

The CIG program leverages 

partner resources to double NRCS 
investments in field testing, eval-
uation and implementation of new 
conservation technologies, practices 
and systems. 

Contact CIG Program Manager 
Debbie Bullock at 804-287-1678 or 
debbie.bullock@usda.gov to learn 
more about this CIG project. 

Inquiries about NRCS programs 
and practices on the Eastern Shore 
can be directed to Accomac District 
Conservationist Jenny Templeton at 
757-787-0918 or jennifer.templeton@
usda.gov.

the Year, and Hanover County Farm 
Bureau member Charles Edwin “C.J.” 
Isbell of Keenbell Farm was Virginia 

Farmer of the Year.
Keenbell Farm specializes in grass-

fed beef, pasture-raised pork, free-
range poultry, turkeys, eggs and grains. 

Each state winner received cash 
awards, other prizes and an ex-
pense-paid trip to the Sunbelt Expo.

“It was a very humbling experi-
ence, being around so many other 

outstanding farmers with impressive 
operations,” Isbell shared. “And it was 
great that Virginia was the spotlight 
state, and I could be there to represent 
the commonwealth with lots of fellow 
Virginians, plus Farm Bureau and Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension.”

He said being named Virginia Farm-
er of the Year was an honor, given the 

award’s long-standing history and the 
names that preceded him.

“It may be my name on the recog-
nition, but it’s truly an award for the 
family,” Isbell said. “Because without 
the support of my wife and my father, 
and the customers who patronize our 
business, we wouldn’t be where we 
are.”

Expo ...
Continued from Page 18

worked a little differently than they do 
now. Salespeople often sold product 
the company didn’t technically pos-
sess yet, on faith that suppliers would 
supply as they always had: right on 
time at a predictable price. That faith 
doesn’t necessarily exist anymore, he 
said.

 The wait for repair parts, such as 
a 2-inch valve, is six to nine weeks, 
which is unheard of. Twining said he’s 
advising his customers to order earlier 
than normal on everything from earli-
er than nor to soil amendments. 

“The grower or retailer who waits 
to the last minute is going to have a 
very difficult time if not impossible,” 
he said. 

At T.S. Smith & Sons, an 800-acre 
produce farm and market in Brid-
geville, Del., deliveries to the farm’s 
deli, such as meat and cheese, have 
been delayed because vendors can’t 
find enough truck drivers, owner 
Charlie Smith said. 

The farm is also selling fewer 
jarred items such as jam or jelly be-
cause small, local producers who sell 
at the market can’t locate enough glass 

jars. Inconveniences, however, have 
been small. 

“Overall we’ve managed to find 
other suppliers or other sources, and 
we’ve made due,” Smith said. 

National agricultural leaders and 
commodity groups have been less 
sanguine. 

In early September, the American 
Farm Bureau Federation urged the 
USDA and the federal government 
to consider the rising cost of farm 
inputs when evaluating tariff rulings, 
and to make sure scientific data is 
used during the pesticide registration 
process. 

It advocated for rail and port im-
provements and regulatory flexibility 
to ensure agricultural haulers and 
the rest of the trucking industry can 
provide timely delivery of critical 
products. 

The federal government must also 
streamline the application process for 
guest workers and resolve outstand-
ing trade issues with China, a critical 
buyer of U.S. agricultural goods, the 
federation said. (China has not met 
agreements to purchase U.S. agricul-
tural goods.)

Late last month, the National Corn 
Growers Association and 51 other 
commodity groups lobbied the U.S. 
Transportation Department requesting 
similar changes to the trucking indus-

try as well as improvements to the rail 
industry and inland waterways.

Erkut Sönmez, associate professor 
of supply chain management and an-
alytics at the University of Nebraska–
Lincoln, said he doesn’t expect these 
problems to abate anytime soon. 

“What we are experiencing cur-
rently is a perfect storm, as we are 
having both supply shocks and de-
mand shocks simultaneously in sev-
eral different industries,” he said in 
a statement. “The disruptions to the 
agricultural supply chains are more 
apparent and important compared to 
other supply chains. On one side, we 
have a shortage of food supply while 
people are looking for food, and on the 
other, we have food actually rotting or 
going bad in containers in some parts 
of the world.”

And while grain prices remain 
high, input costs will continue to 
pressure profit margins locally, said 
Robert Harper, grain division manager 
at the Virginia Farm Bureau. 

He said he noticed the price of 
generic glyphosate at a Virginia co-
op over the last year rise from $18 a 
gallon to $50. 

At Willard, Twining said he’s had 
no problem supplying farmers with 
glyphosate, despite a global shortage, 
but supply is tight.

Harper and Shockley said they 

feared the high grain prices might 
motivate farmland owners to increase 
rents. That and other cost concerns 
could be disastrous for some farmers, 
Shockley said. 

“If the price of corn drops to $4, 
and if the price of beans drops to $8, 
by 2023 there’s going to be some out-
of-business people,” he said. 

Local meat producers may be the 
exception. Mike Doran, who produces 
beef, row crops and hay in Whiteford, 
Md., said supply chain issues have 
pushed more customers to him. 

“We’re hearing from customers 
that it has to do with shortages in the 
grocery stores of food,” he said. 

It’s a silver lining to the crisis — so 
long as he doesn’t need new or used 
equipment, which has risen in cost.

Shockley said he’s ahead of po-
tential shortages by anticipating his 
needs now. 

When he saw the price of diesel 
rising in the spring, he filled his tanks 
with 2,000 gallons, which should help 
his farm operation, including several 
poultry houses. 

“From everything I’m reading now, 
(fuel) is going to be up 100 percent 
by spring. You’re going to feel it. The 
bigger you are, the more you’re going 
to feel it,” he said. “And the only thing 
right now that’s saving anybody is the 
price of grain.”

Supply ...
Continued from Front Page
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Duvall ...

After last year’s election I just 
don’t trust the process any more. 

I first got suspicious when 
a network reporter said, “With 
150-percent of the vote counted we 
can now project a winner.”

I think we need a voting system 
that is more transparent and honest 
and instead of copying Venezuela’s 
election process.

I think we ought to adopt the 
arrangement employed in the 
wonderful northern California town 
of Burney. 

This community is famous for 
its fishing, the fact that one of their 
citizens once appeared on “The Price 

Is Right,” and part of the movie 
“Stand By Me” was filmed in its 
environs. 

I keep up on the local news 
because for decades the Northern 
California Traveler carried my 

column and when they ceased 
publishing, The Intermountain News 
picked up my column. 

I have also been to the area 
countless times and the skies were 
always blue, the air fresh, the water 
pure and the fish were biting. 

I always thought it would be a 
great place to live. 

Unfortunately for me when I 
looked in the classifieds the only jobs 
available seemed to be for “strip and 
chain pullers” and I have no idea 
what they are, let alone how to do it.

Years ago I saved a clipping from 
the paper that detailed how Burney 
elected their honorary mayor and I 

thought enough of it to save it for 
several years. 

In Burney’s honorary mayoral 
election you can vote as many times 
and as often as you want. The catch 
is that every vote costs a dollar. 

Simply put, the election is more 
like an auction with the prize going 
to whoever collects the most cash. 

If we’re being honest, it’s very 
much like the way we run our 
elections now only Burney gets rid 
of the middleman — the lobbyists. 

The election is sponsored by the 

Vote early, vote often

IT’S THE 
PITTS

By LEE PITTS

I had just finished loading 184 
seven-foot steel T-posts, old ones, by 
the way, in my pickup and was un-
loading a mere 24 bales of hay from 
the front section of my gooseneck 
stock trailer. 

It was a hot, humid afternoon 
in early fall when the dead braches 
begin to stick out of the cottonwood 
greenery, and the garden starts goin’ 
to heck and no one cares. 

I could almost smell the cumin 
from Ramon’s #6 Combination Plate 

being distilled in my sweat from 
lunch earlier. 

Then I saw the blue box. The 
dreaded blue box. It was still in the 
stock trailer. It needed to be moved.

The blue box is a metal toolbox I 
have had since I bought my first set 
of “made in America” sidecutters, 
thinking they would last longer. 

I have now realized that all side-
cutters have the sharpness longevity 
of fresh fruit. They should be thrown 
out about as often as you empty the 
trash barrel in the shop. Anyway, 
over the years, the blue box has 

become my chain holder. It will hold 
four or five good log chains. 

I have always said that a hundred 
pounds of salt weighs more than a 
hundred pounds of anything else. 

But a 10-by-10 by 18-inch metal 
tool box full of log chains is harder 
to carry than a sheet of plywood in a 
hurricane.

There are other things that can 

ON THE 
EDGE OF 

COMMON 
SENSE

By BAXTER BLACK

The dreaded blue box
See PITTS
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soil and tending to grow, however. 
We don’t just scatter them and 

hope for the best.
 In that same way, if we want 

to cultivate an understanding of 
agriculture and the next generation 
of leaders in farming, we need to 
cultivate the seeds of farm curiosity 
beyond our fencerows today.

You might say that that sounds 
like a big undertaking, and you’d 
be right. It’s not something we can 
tackle alone. 

That’s why at Farm Bureau, we 
partner with the premier youth and 
young professionals’ organizations 
who are committed to getting more 
young people from all backgrounds 
to engage with agriculture. 

We recognize that fewer young 
people are growing up around farms. 
Not everyone can come to “farm 
camp” like my grandkids call it. 

I sure wish more could. But that’s 

where organizations like 4-H, FFA 
and MANRRS are bringing the farm 
to kids, college students and young 
professionals in all areas, from rural 
communities to the suburbs and 
inner cities.

In fact, 4-H has been doing this 
work in communities across the 
country longer than even the oldest 
Farm Bureaus, reminding us all that 
change and service begins when 
we’re young. 

National 4-H Council CEO 
Jennifer Sirangelo recently joined 
me on my Farmside Chat podcast 
and shared how 4-H has grown and 
adapted to meet the times. 

I am a proud 4-H alum myself 
and am excited for the opportunities 
that students of all ages, everywhere, 
have to take a part in agriculture. 

Service projects sure have 
changed in scope since I was a kid. 

For example, 4-H students today 
can be “Tech Change Makers,” 
helping their communities adapt to 
and adopt new technology from the 
classroom to the barnyard. 

We need these students to keep 
thinking creatively and bringing 

innovative ideas to agriculture. 
They could be the next agricul-

ture researchers, scientists, veteri-
narians, or even farmers.

National FFA’s history runs long 
and deep as well. Everywhere I trav-
el, I love to meet the students in the 
blue jackets. 

Of course, it’s not just the uni-
form that makes FFA leaders stand-
out, it’s also their positive, can-do 
spirit and heart for service. 

These are the future leaders of 
agriculture. 

And they aren’t waiting for 
tomorrow to lead either: they have 
started today.

It’s inspiring to hear from FFA 
members and leaders who have 
learned about agriculture for the 
first time through their school’s FFA 
program. 

My school didn’t have FFA when 
I was kid, but I would proudly wear 
the blue jacket any day.

Innovation and leadership in 
agriculture extends beyond the farm 
today, as related science and natural 
resource fields play critical roles in 
achieving our shared climate goals. 

We need the brightest minds and 
hardest workers in all these fields 
engaged to bring farming forward 
to protect our safe, sustainable food, 
fiber and fuel supply. 

We recently signed an agreement 
to partner with the National Society 
for Minorities in Agriculture, Natu-
ral Resources, and Related Sciences. 

This partnership is a natural fit 
for both our organizations, and I am 
excited about how this will further 
expand our Farm Bureau family to 
students and young professionals 
from all backgrounds.

Today, farmers as a profession 
make up less than 2 percent of the 
population, and most farmers are not 
much younger than me. 

If we’re going to continue to grow 
tomorrow, together, we must contin-
ue to extend our reach to students, 
young professionals and beginning 
farmers from all walks of life. 

We can’t always tell which seeds 
will take root, but we can keep 
cultivating in hopes that the next 
generation of leaders and innovators 
in agriculture will exceed even their 
brightest dreams.

Todd ...
Continued from Page 5

including Maryland Department of 
Agriculture Program Director Karen 
Fedor, about how these initiatives 
aim to address supply chain and 
equity issues in Maryland’s local 

food system and how farmers can 
participate. 

• Legislative Strategies for 
Reaching Ag Sector 2025 Chesa-
peake Bay Clean-up Goals: The 
2025 Chesapeake Bay clean-up is a 
continuing hot topic. In this panel, 
experts will discuss how recent legal 
changes, including increased State 
funding for on-farm conservation 
and the Clean Water Commerce Act, 

will impact Maryland’s ability to 
reach water quality goals. 

• Using Legal Education to 
Increase Equitable Participation 
in NRCS Conservation Programs: 
This panel will discuss common 
pitfalls related to NRCS conser-
vation program contracts and an 
exciting new educational series that 
will empower farmers through legal 
education. 

In addition, the always popular 
“Developing Issues in Agricultural 
and Environmental Law” session 
will feature recent changes to Mary-
land’s nutrient management and 
confined animal feeding operation 
laws and developing agricultural and 
environmental law issues to watch 
out for in 2022. 

For more info, call 301-405-1271 
or e-mail umaglaw@umd.edu. 
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For dates of Oct. 22-28

High and low temperatures are reported in degrees measured in Fahrenheit. 
Precipitation measurements are reported in inches fallen for the given week.

 WEATHER WATCHERS

(Key: Reports, in order, are: High temperature; Low temperature; and Rain total for the week)(Key: Reports, in order, are: High temperature; Low temperature; and Rain total for the week)

Andy Highland
New Midway, Md.
79, 44, 1.32

MAEF Headquarters
Havre de Grace
70, 46, 1.40

Bill Grantham
Kearneysville, W.Va.
76, 38, 0.27

Kathy Ostrowski-Morris
Churchton, Md.
No Report

Bruce Bradley
Huntingtown, Md.
76, 45, 0.68

Richard Colburn
Cambridge, Md.
79, 47, 1.30

Kevin George
Easton, Md.
79, 48, 1.99

Henry Bergfelter
Vernon, Del.
78, 45, 1.10

Allen Beachy
Lincoln, Del.
82, 42, 1.00

 2021 PHOTO CONTEST ENTRY

Next reports due oN 
Friday, Nov. 5 (by 10 a.m.).

Send ag-related photos to The Delmarva Farmer Photo Contest, Attn: “DF PHOTO CONTEST 
2021” P.O. Box 2026 Easton, MD 21601, or e-mail them to editorial@americanfarm.com. (in 
a .JPG or .EPS format) with “DF PHOTO CONTEST 2021” in the subject line. Please identify 
people and animals in photos, and include photographer’s name and where photos were taken. 
Winner will be chosen at the end of the year and receive a $100 check in a child’s name of his/
her choice. 

Kyra Tobia 6, sits on her quarterhorse, Bud Light. The pair won Best Overall 
Costume for “bee in flower garden” at a contest sponsored by Autumn Riders 
Horse Shows at East Freehold (N.J.) Fairgrounds. Her parents are John and 
Jessica Tobia of Colts Neck, N.J.

(Photo submitted by John Tobia)

Pitts ...
Continued from Page 20

Black ...
Continued from Page 20

Chamber of Commerce and the 
money raised goes to charity. 

The winner gets to designate 
50 percent of what they collect to 
their favorite charity like Boy Scout 
Troop No. 38, the local 4 H club, 
Make A Wish, an effort to “Bring 
Back the Swings” to the park or to 
paint a mural on the wall of a local 
building. 

The person placing second gets 
to donate 40 percent of their take to 
their cause, third place 30 percent, 
fourth place 20 percent and the 
remaining candidates get to donate 
10 percent to whatever is their 
favorite charity. 

The rest of the money goes to the 
Chamber of Commerce to improve 
the community.

The candidates put up polling 
places wherever they want and 
collect the ballots, in this case in the 
form of cold hard cash. 

See how much more transparent 
Burney’s elections are? 

There is a candidates forum, 
usually at a park or Gepeto’s Pizza, 
where the locals can meet and 
greet the candidates, and ask them 
piercing and probing questions 
like, “If you were on American Idol 
which song would you sing?” 

Or, “What super hero would you 
like to be?”

Citizens can also hear the 
candidate’s platform. For example, 
one candidate wanted to “Stop the 
Crime” but as far as I know the only 
potential for crime in the wonderful 
place would be to steal an election 
by pilfering some ballot boxes. 

We know this happens in Chicago 
but as far as I know, no one has yet 
been caught stealing an election in 
Burney.

Many of the candidates come up 
with catchy slogans like “Don’t be a 
schmuck vote for Luck.”

They put up signs around town 
and some even have campaigns 
managers. The news clipping I saved 
introduced the candidates and their 
promises. 

For example, Dusty vowed to 
get Nike to move their international 
headquarters to Burney and then 
fully support the Burney Raiders 
athletic department. Katie, a 
waitress, promised, 

“If elected I will bring a fashion 
mall to downtown Burney.” 

Brooke, a bank teller said, “I 
would promise to put an end to all 
the gossip, drama and rumors that 
spread through the intermountain 
area on a daily basis.”

Good luck with that.
Corey, a pastor, promised, “I 

would coordinate a strategy team 
that would work with existing 
businesses, government and non-
profit agencies to develop a long 
range plan to increase and diversify 
the income stream coming into 
Burney.”

No offense pastor, but you sound 
like the kind of politician we already 
have too many of.

stimulate a similar sinking feeling, 
e.g., the same cow prolapsing for the 
third time, somebody commenting 
that my horse seems to be favoring 
his left front or the phone ringing in 
the deep of night.

I don’t know exactly what it is 
about the old blue tool box that I 
dread.

I’ve heaved it, moved it, loaded 
it, dropped it, pushed it and cussed it 
through a lifetime succession of jobs 
and homes, horses, and kids, and ups 
and downs.

Maybe it’s not because it’s heavi-
er than God’s own anvil, clumsier 
than an ostrich in a Porta Potty or 
uglier than a ’58 Buick. 

No, maybe it’s because I realize 
it’s gonna outlive me by a long time. 

By its earthly clock, I’m just a 
temporary passerby, while it will 
still be here when men are walking 
on Pluto.

I have thoughts of storing my 
chains in a gunny sack, takin’ the 
ole tool box to the dump and reestab-
lishing the peckin’ order in my life. 

But every time I get as far as step 
one, I see it layin’ there like a con-
crete loaf of bread, like a 200-pound 
rattlesnake, and the dread sweeps 
over me in a wave. So, I let it lay or 
move it if I have to. 

I’ve come to realize there are 
some things you just can’t do any-
thing about.



 22            November 2, 2021, The Delmarva Farmer

AUCTIONS

WEEKLY BASIS - OCTOBER 29  

Commodity Price Basis

Scoular - Windsor, VA 
Soybeans $12.57 30.00

Laurel Grain Company - Laurel, DE
Corn   $5.89       25.00
Soybeans $11.76    -60.00
Wheat                  $7.09      -60.00

Smithfield Grain- East - Waverly, VA
Corn  $6.03 40.00
Milo/Sorghum     $6.13      50.00

Triple-M-Farms - Lebanon, PA
Corn  $5.84       20.00
Soybeans $11.61  . -75.00

Commodity Price Basis

Kalmbach Feeds - Shippensburg, PA
Corn  $5.63         0.00

Associated Grain, Inc. - Exmore, VA
Corn  $5.28    0.00

PA Grain Processing, Clearfield, PA
Corn  $5.83         20.00

The Mennel Milling Co - West Point, VA
Corn  $5.32   -15.00
Soybeans $12.16      -25.00
Wheat  $7.56   -25.00

Augusta Farmers Coop- Weyers Cave, VA
Soybeans $12.13     0.00
Corn  $5.17 0.00

Down 2%
BROILER REPORT

Broiler growers in the United States weekly program placed 
178 million chicks for meat production during the week ending 

October 23, 2021, up 2% from a year ago. Cumulative place-
ments from the week ending January 9, 2021 through 
October 23, 2021 for the United States were 7.80 billion. 

Cumulative placements were up slightly from the same period 
a year earlier.

ROCKINGHAM 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

ROCKINGHAM, VA 
OCTOBER 21, 2021

LYNCHBURG 
WEEKLY FEEDER 

CATTLE SALE
LYNCHBURG, VA

OCTOBER 25, 2021

STAUNTON 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

STAUNTON, VA 
OCTOBER 22, 2021

ABINGDON TRI STATE 
LIVESTOCK 

AUCTION
 ABINGDON, VA 

OCTOBER 22, 2021

HOLLERING HILL 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

NATHALIE, VA 
OCTOBER 21, 2021

CATTLE 
Cow & Calf PR 544.00-
1100.00
Cows, good 525.00
Fair .50
Holstein, heifer calf
BH 30.00-105.00
Jersey calves BH 50.00-
130.00
Feeders 500-1000 lbs .52-
1.32
250-500 lbs. .65-1.32
HOGS
Sows 200-400 lbs. .85
Barrows 200-400 lbs. .92-.94
Pigs BH 5.00-45.00
SHEEP
Rams BH 267.00
Lambs, good 100.00-240.00
GOATS
Small Nanny 30.00-100.00
Med Nanny 112.00-162.00
Large Nanny 162.00-212.00
Small Billy 87.00-112.00
Med Billy 117.00-157.00
Large Billy 240.00-325.00
Wethers 107.00
POULTRY
Large Roosters 7.00-11.00
Hens 2.00-205.00
Banty Roosters .25-40.00
Banty Hens 1.00-12.00
Hens w/ chicks 14.00-35.00
Other ducks 9.00
Turkey gobbler 35.00-46.00
Turkey Hen 35.00-46.00
Quail 4.00-4.50
Doves 6.00-11.00
Barn Pigeons 2.75-3.00
Baby chicks .25
RABBITS
Small 1.75-13.00
Medium 1.00-13.00
Large 2.00-10.00
EGGS
Hatching eggs .50
HAY 
Good 2.50-6.50
Fair 1.50-2.25

Slaughter Cattle   78 head
Slaughter Cows   76 head
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     55.00-57.00
1200-2000     53.00-59.00
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-
90% Lean
850-1200     40.00-47.00
Slaughter Bulls   2 head
***Prices Unavailable***
Calves Returned To Farm   
22 head
Holstein Bulls
70- 100     20.00-80.00 per 
head
100- 130     49.00-75.00

Feeder Cattle   1593 head
Feeder Steers   750 head
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
200- 300          187.50
300- 400   147.00-160.00

400- 500   142.00-168.00
500- 600   120.00-171.00
600- 700   125.00-163.00
700- 800   121.00-148.00
800- 900          135.00
900-1000   110.00-116.00
1000-1100   102.00-110.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
200- 300   150.00-167.50
300- 400   162.00-172.50
400- 500   140.00-167.00
500- 600   136.00-154.00
600- 700   130.00-144.00
700- 800   131.00-134.00
800- 900          140.00
900-1000          110.00
1000-1100          100.00
Feeder Holstein Steers   18 
head
Feeder Holstein Steers Large 
2-3
300- 400          121.00
400- 500          108.00
500- 600           90.00
600- 700           90.00
700- 800           85.00
800- 900           78.00
900-1000          110.00
Feeder Heifers   700 head
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
200- 300   130.00-157.50
300- 400   120.00-140.00
400- 500   121.00-139.00
500- 600   120.00-133.00
600- 700   125.00-129.00
700- 800   117.00-121.00
800- 900    90.00-117.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
200- 300   120.00-134.00
300- 400    99.00-141.00
400- 500   120.00-138.00
500- 600   106.00-128.00
600- 700   105.00-126.00
700- 800   115.00-120.00
800- 900          110.00
Feeder Bulls   125 head
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
200- 300   150.00-160.00
300- 400   148.00-170.00
400- 500   129.00-161.00
500- 600   130.00-154.00
600- 700   120.00-130.00
700- 800    90.00-110.00
800- 900           87.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
200- 300          150.00
300- 400   154.00-173.00
400- 500   145.00-172.50
500- 600   124.00-139.00
600- 700   114.00-122.00
700- 800          105.00
800- 900           80.00
Slaughter Cattle   300 head
Slaughter Cows   250 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
850-1200     55.00-60.00
1200-1600     57.00-63.00
Slaughter Cows Breaker High 
Yielding
1200-1600     66.00-67.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     58.00-61.00
1200-2000     59.50-63.00
Slaughter Cows Boner High 
Yielding
1200-2000     64.00-66.00
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90% 
Lean
750- 850     49.00-53.00
850-1200     52.00-62.00
Slaughter Bulls   50 head
Slaughter Bulls YG 1-2
1000-1500     75.00-85.00
1500-2500     82.00-90.00
Slaughter Bulls High Yielding

1000-1500     86.00-91.00
1500-2500    95.00-102.00
Cows Returned To Farm   16 
head
Medium and Large 1, 4-9 
years old
800-1200   550.00-700.00 per 
head
Cows With Calves At Side   1 
pair
Medium and Large 1, 6 years 
old with 60 lb calf
1600              1260.00 per pair

Feeder Cattle   898 head
Feeder Steers   446 head
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
400- 500   140.00-165.00
500- 600   141.00-161.00
600- 700   128.00-152.00
700- 800   125.00-149.00
800- 900   118.00-145.00
Feeder Heifers   349 head
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
400- 500   130.00-138.00
500- 600   117.00-128.00
600- 700   123.00-132.00
700- 800   110.00-125.00
Feeder Bulls   103 head
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
400- 500   115.00-155.00
500- 600   121.00-148.00
600- 700   124.00-126.00
700- 800    90.00-109.00
Slaughter Cattle   40 head

Slaughter Cows   39 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
850-1200           52.00
1200-1600     59.00-60.00
Slaughter Cows Breaker High 
Yielding
1200-1600     67.00-70.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     56.00-65.00
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90% 
Lean
850-1200     31.00-48.00
Slaughter Bulls   1 head
Slaughter Bulls YG 1-2
1500-2500           85.00

Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    
Price Range   Avg Price
1    350         350       148.00         
148.00
22    455-472     469    
145.00-156.50     154.47
55    551-558     556    
142.00-145.25     144.49
68    637-638     638    
128.00-134.00     132.77
32    734-745     737    
127.50-129.75     129.18
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
4    370-373     372    138.00-
149.00     146.27

27    457-466     458    135.00-
153.50     151.41
39    540-549     548    129.00-
145.25     144.02
26    622-635     634    125.00-
134.00     133.32
10    746         746       134.75         
134.75
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 3
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    
Price Range   Avg Price
11    458         458       131.00         
131.00
19    552         552       128.00         
128.00
9    600-631     628    108.00-
117.50     116.49
Feeder Steers Small 1
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    
Price Range   Avg Price
4    381         381       119.00         
119.00
5    456         456       119.50         
119.50
1    535         535       113.00         
113.00
14    552-562     553    112.00-
114.00     113.71
4    635         635       120.00         
120.00
3    707-730     715     96.00-
117.00     109.85
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
1    365         365       133.00         
133.00
43    457-472     460    122.00-
138.50     134.96
74    552-553     552    119.00-
121.00     120.81
45    633-643     641    117.50-
120.25     119.83
6    657         657       137.00         

137.00
18    730-745     732    109.00-
114.50     113.88
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
30    349         349       144.00         
144.00
2    355         355       130.00         
130.00
84    450-451     450    126.00-
129.00     128.64
68    535-545     544    115.00-
119.50     119.24
32    643         643       118.50         
118.50
14    735         735       118.75         
118.75
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 3
11    364-365     364    110.00-
124.50     123.18
20    451         451       128.75         
128.75
25    532-545     544    116.00-
124.00     123.37
7    640         640       114.00         
114.00
4    745         745       112.00         
112.00
Feeder Heifers Small 1
1    365         365       115.00         
115.00
12    451         451       119.00         
119.00
15    549         549       121.75         
121.75
2    562         562       111.00         
111.00
12    628-635     629    101.00-
109.00     108.33
 8    730         730       101.00         
101.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
 3    341         341       165.00         
165.00
 1    355         355       159.00         
159.00
 22    410-426     425    
145.00-160.00     158.68
 35    493-497     493    
136.00-137.00     136.88
 40    566-570     566    
127.50-134.00     133.51
16    625         625       121.00         
121.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
22    351         351       161.00         
161.00
65    410-420     420    135.00-
154.50     154.21
37    484         484       133.25         
133.25
5    504         504       110.00         
110.00
36    557-580     558    111.00-
131.25     130.08
15    629         629       112.00         
112.00
Feeder Bulls Small 1
3    361         361       117.00         
117.00
3    436         436       123.00         
123.00
7    492         492       112.00         
112.00
9    563         563       110.00         
110.00
1    600         600        91.00          
91.00
Lynchburg, VA Livestock 
Auction
Weekly Auction for Mon Oct 
25, 2021
Slaughter Cattle   230 head
Slaughter Cows   214 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
850-1200     52.00-63.00
1200-1600     59.00-65.00
Slaughter Cows Breaker High 
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SOUTHWEST VA 
LIVESTOCK 
SUMMARY 

OCTOBER 18-22 2021GREENCASTLE 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

GREENCASTLE, PA 
OCTOBER 25, 2021

DILLS LIVESTOCK 
AUCTION 

DOVER, DE 
OCTOBER 20, 2021

Want to see an 
auction that 

isn’t listed?  Call 
Emily and let 

her know!  

(800) 634-5021

Yielding
1200-1600     67.00-68.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     57.00-60.50
1200-2000     54.00-63.00
Slaughter Cows Boner High 
Yielding
1200-2000     67.00-72.00
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90% 
Lean
750- 850     41.00-49.00
850-1200     46.00-58.00
Slaughter Bulls   16 head
Slaughter Bulls YG 1-2
1000-1500     80.50-89.00
1500-2500     79.00-88.00

SLAUGHTER CATTLE - 
Prices per cwt 
SLAUGHTER STEERS
Weight         Low High 
Average Trend   
High Choice  / Prime 2-3  
1396 1664 $135.00 
$144.00 $138.82 $2.60
Choice 2-3                  
1340 1632 $124.00 
$135.00 $129.13 $1.97 
Select 2-3                   
1198 1308 $101.00 
$121.00 $113.00 $2.22
SLAUGHTER HOLSTEINS  
Weight  Low 
High Average
Trend
High Choice  / Prime 2-3  
1424 1572 $101.00 
$110.00 $106.50 -$0.64 
Choice 2-3                  
1314 1750 $85.00 
$100.00 $93.50 $1.90 
Select 2-3                   
1186 1194 $77.00 
$85.00 $80.67 -$0.67 
SLAUGHTER HEIFERS  
Weight  Low 
High Average
Trend   
High Choice  / Prime 2-3  
1258 1438 $126.00 
$134.00 $129.00 -$1.75 
Choice 2-3                  
1196 1554 $117.00 
$123.00 $119.60 -$2.26 
Select 2-3                   
1170 1170 $117.00 
$118.00 $117.50 NA 
SLAUGHTER COWS  
% Lean Average Dress        
High Dress       Low Dress 
Low High Average 
Trend Low High 
Low High
Premium White  
65-75 $73.50 $76.50 
$75.33 $1.58 $77.00 
$79.50 NA NA
Breakers  75-80 
$62.00 $72.00 $68.11 
$0.11 $73.50 $74.00 
NA NA
Boners          
80-85 $58.00 $66.50 
$62.10 -$0.65 $72.00 
$75.00 $54.00 $56.00
Lean          
85-90 $44.50 $57.50 
$52.08 $1.83 $58.00 
$62.50 $27.00 $36.00
SLAUGHTER BULLS  
Weight  Low 
High Average  
 Average Dress 
 1248 2304 
$65.00 $98.00 $80.60 

High Dress  
1502 2246 $99.00 
$109.00 $105.00  
FEEDER CATTLE - Prices 
per cwt.    
STEERS: M&L 1   
Low High   
300-350 lbs $125.00 
$125.00    
500-550 lbs $143.00 
$143.00    
550-600 lbs  $100.00 
$139.00    
STEERS M&L 2  
Low High   
550-600 lbs  $92.50 
$92.50    
750-800 lbs $82.00 
$82.00    
HOLSTEINS L3   
Low High   
200-250 lbs $60.00 
$110.00    
250-300 lbs $89.00 
$92.50    
300-350 lbs $55.00 
$87.50    
350-400 lbs $65.00 
$65.00    
400-450 lbs $80.00 
$80.00    
450-500 lbs $60.00 
$60.00    
500-550 lbs $62.50 
$62.50    
800-850 lbs $65.00 
$75.00  
900-950 lbs $80.00 
$80.00    
HEIFERS: M&L    
   Low High   
   
250-300 lbs $120.00 
$120.00    
300-350 lbs $95.00 
$95.00   
350-400 lbs $112.50 
$112.50   
400-450 lbs $100.00 
$105.00   
450-500 lbs $108.00 
$120.00   
500-550 lbs $135.00 
$135.00   
550-600 lbs  $121.00 
$121.00   
800-850 lbs $79.00 
$79.00   
HEIFERS: M&L 2         
Low High   
200-250 lbs $97.50 
$97.50    
300-350 lbs $70.00 
$100.00    
350-400 lbs $82.50 
$82.50    
400-450 lbs $65.00 
$65.00    
BULLS: M&L 1   
Low High   
200-250 lbs $115.00 
$115.00   
350-400 lbs $127.50 
$127.50  400-450 
lbs $140.00$140.00 
   
450-500 lbs $102.50 
$142.50    
500-550 lbs $132.00 
$132.00    
550-600 lbs  $120.00 
$122.50    
600-650 lbs $125.00 
$125.00    
BULLS: M&L 2   
Low High   
200-250 lbs $102.50 
$102.50    
450-500 lbs $105.00 
$105.00    
650-700 lbs $84.00 
$84.00    

700-750 lbs $78.00 
$78.00    
750-800 lbs $0.00 
$0.00    
HOLSTEIN CALVES - Pric-
es per cwt   
HOLSTEIN  CALVES:  
Weight  Low 
High Avg Trend  
No. 1  Holstein Bulls  
84 94 $70.00 
$100.00 $86.67 NA 
No. 1  Holstein Bulls  
95 120 $100.00 
$125.00 $116.92 NA 
No. 2  Holstein Bulls  
80 94 $35.00 
$75.00 $57.50 NA 
No. 2  Holstein Bulls  
95 120 $70.00 
$105.00 $86.00 NA 
No. 3  Holstein Bulls  
76 94 $20.00 
$40.00 $27.50 NA 
No. 3  Holstein Bulls  
95 120 $35.00 
$50.00 $42.50 NA 
Utility                  
60 120 $5.00 
$10.00 $7.00 NA  
Beef Type Bulls          
70 94 $220.00 
$250.00 $235.00 NA  
Beef Type Bulls          
95 120 $210.00 
$240.00 $228.33 NA  
No. 1 Holstein Heifers  
70 94 $10.00 
$20.00 $15.00 NA 
No. 1 Holstein Heifers  
95 120 $20.00 
$40.00 $28.33 NA 
Beef  Type Heifers  
70 94 $180.00 
$180.00 $180.00 NA  
Beef  Type Heifers  
95 120 $175.00 
$235.00 $210.00 NA  
SLAUGHTER SHEEP - Price 
per cwt    
LAMBS 1-3   
Choice  Weight  
Low High Average  
40 60 $215.00 
$297.50 $265.00   
60 80 $275.00 
$302.50 $287.50   
80 100 $235.00 
$277.50 $263.33   
100 120 $267.50 
$267.50 $267.50   
120 140 $230.00 
$240.00 $235.00   
140 160 $190.00 
$190.00 $190.00   
Good/Choice  
Weight Low High 
Average   
80 100 $282.50 
$282.50 $282.50   
100 120 $247.50 
$247.50 $247.50   
120 140 $262.50 
$267.50 $265.00   
140 160 $232.50 
$232.50 $232.50   
EWES: Good  
Weight Low High 
Average    
80 100 $137.50 
$165.00 $155.00   
100 150 $120.00 
$160.00 $134.00   
150 250 $62.50 
$62.50 $62.50   
RAMS: Good  
Weight Low High 
Average  100 
200 $112.50145.00 
$131.67    
200 300 $75.00 
$75.00 $75.00   
 

SLAUGHTER GOATS - Sold 
by the head   
KIDS: Selection 1 Weight 
Low High Average  
40 60 $110.00 
$110.00 $110.00   
80 100 $170.00 
$195.00 $184.38   
KIDSSelection 2 Weight  
Low High Average  
20 40 $60.00 
$60.00 $60.00   
60 80 $75.00 
$145.00 $110.00   
80 100 $165.00 
$197.50 $181.25 NAN-
NIES: Selection 1 Weight 
Low High Average  
50 80 $140.00 
$140.00 $46.67   
80 130 $205.00 
$225.00 $143.75 130 
200 $235.00$235.00 
$235.00 NANNIES: Selec-
tion 2 Weight Low 
High Average   
80 130 $215.00 
$215.00 $0.00   
BILLIES Selection 1 Weight 
Low High Average  
100 150 $175.00 
$235.00 $205.00   
BILLIES Selection 2 Weight 
Low High Average  
100 150 $185.00 
$250.00 $217.50 WETH-
ERS Selection 1 Weight 
Low High Average  
100 150 $250.00 
$380.00 $321.00   
150 250 $355.00 
$355.00 $355.00 WETH-
ERS Selection 2 Weight 
Low High Average  
$215.00 $131.67  

 

CATTLE
Cows, per pound
Good .30-.62
Feeders, per pound
500-1000 lbs. .39-1.45
250-500 lbs. .60-1.43
Light Dairy .63-1.25
Calves, by the head
Good Bull 95.00-230.00
Good 20.00-50.00
Rough 5.00-15.00
HOGS
No pigs 
GOATS
By the head
Stag 127.00-200.00
Nanny 105.00-200.00
Billy 160.00-175.00
Pigmy 90.00-160.00
Kids 70.00-125.00
Family 225.00
POULTRY
Large Roosters 6.00-28.00
Old Hens 3.00-10.00
Banty Hens 2.00-15.00
Muscovy Drakes 18.00
Muscovy Hens 14.00
Call Ducks 15.00
Other Ducks 2.00-8.00
Turkeys 10.00-55.00
Pheasants 3.00-17.00
Quail 5.00
Doves 4.00-8.00
Barn Pigeons 3.00-6.00
Fancy Pigeons 3.00-8.00
White Kings 4.00-7.00
Guineas 10.00
Peafowl 140.00-260.00
RABBITS 
Small 1.00-15.00
Medium 2.00-8.00

Large 2.00-8.00
EGGS
Small 1.00-1.50
Medium 1.25-1.75
Large 1.50-2.00
HAY
Good 7.00-8.00
Fair 5.50-6.75
Rough 3.75-4.00
Straw 3.75-5.00
Round Bales 27.00-65.00
HORSES 850.00
ALPACAS
275.00-400.00

Feeder Cattle   
1992 head
Feeder Steers   
835 head
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
     200- 300   125.00-187.50
     300- 400   147.00-160.00
     400- 500   142.00-168.00
     500- 600   120.00-171.00
     600- 700   125.00-163.00
     700- 800   121.00-148.00
     800- 900   116.00-135.00
     900-1000    93.00-116.00
    1000-1100   102.00-110.00

Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
     200- 300   140.00-167.50
     300- 400   157.00-172.50
     400- 500   134.00-167.00
     500- 600   132.00-154.00
     600- 700   130.00-144.00
     700- 800   131.00-136.00
     800- 900   113.00-140.00
     900-1000          110.00
    1000-1100          100.00
Feeder Holstein Steers   47 
head
Feeder Holstein Steers Large 
2-3
     200- 300    77.00-105.00
     300- 400   102.00-121.00
     400- 500    85.00-108.00
     500- 600     87.00-97.00
     600- 700     80.00-90.00
     700- 800     84.00-85.00
     800- 900     78.00-84.00
     900-1000          110.00
Feeder Heifers   873 head
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
     200- 300   127.00-157.50
     300- 400   120.00-140.00
     400- 500   115.00-139.00
     500- 600   105.00-133.00
     600- 700   105.00-129.00
     700- 800    89.00-121.00
     800- 900    90.00-117.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
     200- 300   120.00-135.00
     300- 400    99.00-141.00
     400- 500    91.00-138.00
     500- 600   105.00-128.00
     600- 700   100.00-126.00
     700- 800    94.00-120.00
     800- 900    92.00-110.00
Feeder Bulls   237 head
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
     200- 300   145.00-160.00
     300- 400   121.00-170.00
     400- 500   112.00-161.00
     500- 600   107.00-154.00
     600- 700   120.00-130.00
     700- 800    90.00-110.00
     800- 900           87.00
     900-1000           76.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2

     200- 300   145.00-150.00
     300- 400   144.00-173.00
     400- 500   126.00-172.50
     500- 600   124.00-139.00
     600- 700   110.00-122.00
     700- 800   103.00-105.00
     800- 900     80.00-87.00
     900-1000           72.00
Slaughter Cattle   
455 head
Slaughter Cows   
390 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
     850-1200     49.00-60.00
    1200-1600     52.00-63.00
Slaughter Cows Breaker High 
Yielding
    1200-1600     63.00-67.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
     800-1200     55.00-61.00
    1200-2000     59.00-63.00
Slaughter Cows Boner High 
Yielding
    1200-2000     62.00-66.00
Slaughter Cows Lean 
85-90% Lean
     750- 850     45.00-53.00
     850-1200     48.00-62.00
Slaughter Bulls   
65 head
Slaughter Bulls 
YG 1-2
    1000-1500     75.00-86.00
    1500-2500     82.00-90.00
Slaughter Bulls High Yielding
    1000-1500     86.00-91.00
    1500-2500    91.00-102.00
Cows Returned To Farm   88 
head
Medium and Large 1, 4-12 
years old
     725-1200  550.00-1050.00 
per head
Cows With Calves At Side   
15 pair
Medium and Large 1, 3-10 
years old with calves 60-400 
lbs
 800-1600 1025.00-1275.00 
per pair

All prices per hundredweight 
unless otherwise stated.
Price and grade information 
is reported by VDACS Live-
stock Marketing 
and disseminated by Virginia 
Market News Service. While 
market reports 
reflect the majority of cattle at 
each sale, there are instances 
where animals do not fit 
reporting categories and are 
not included.



 24            November 2, 2021, The Delmarva Farmer

Classifieds
November 2, 2021 | www.americanfarm.com | 1.800.634.5021

The Delmarva Farmer

EXTRA      HOURSIT’S LIKE 
HAVING

EACH
DAY!

MIDDLETOWN, DE
302-378-9555

SEAFORD, DE
302-629-3075

NEW WINDSOR, MD
410-635-2404

INTERCOURSE, PA
717-768-8231

MIFFLINTOWN, PA
717-436-6100
CHAMBERSBURG, PA
717-264-3533

ASHLAND, VA
804-798-1500

WAKEFIELD, VA
757-899-5959

POCOMOKE, MD 
PARTS & SERVICE

302-629-3075
BUY PARTS ONLINE AT HOOBER.COM

 

  

MIDDLETOWN, DE
260518  LP  CA2572 Core Aerator
285924  Gravely ZT2250 Z-Turn Mower
285849  BH  HT417H Tedder
54217  GE  NS830-AF Corn Head
219326  CIH  8230 Combine
282374  KU  F2560 Mower
254063  KU  RC72-30B Mower
286058  IH  5288 2WD Cab
286054  UM  GC500 Grain Cart
222746  UM  1225-31 Soil Cond
285967  JD  612C Corn Head
227435  JD  8420 MFD Cab
250448  CIH  SPX3200 Sprayer
102300  CIH  RM330-34 True Tandem
259691  CIH  F65A-C4L MFD Cab
502759  JD  893 Corn Head
100083  CIH  RM330-25 True Tandem
256669  CIH  TT335VTB-31 True Tandem

SEAFORD, DE
278949  Reddick S4P 3Pt Sprayer
247095  Kuhn Knight RA142 Mixer
220215  CIH  SPX3150 Sprayer
286060  UM  220-28 Soil Cond
286111  FAST 9613 PT SPRAYER
231481  GP  3000TT-30 Turbo Till
73955  CIH  MAX125 MFD Cab
209041  KZ  3660-16 Pivot Planter
54547  GP  1500 Drill

ASHLAND, VA
501134  CIH  3020-30 Auger Platform
232563  CIH  MAG290 MFD Cab
256270  Capello 1230-CAP Corn Head
284730  IH  C50 2WD ROPS
284335  JD  250SSL Skid Steer
225707  WD  RM550 Rotary Cutter
209270  KU  B7510HSD 4WD ROPS

WAKEFIELD, VA
283251  NH  TC30 MFD ROPS
285292  CIH  1044 Corn Head
285299  CIH  1020-20 Auger Platform

WHAT’S COMING IN?
WHAT’S ALREADY HERE?

CHECK HERE  
EVERY WEEK!

Visit Hoober.com/Combines for more information

MAKE SURE A GOOD CROP BECOMES A

BACKED BY HOOBER PARTS, SERVICE AND PRECISION AG SUPPORT, YOU’LL GET 
THE INCREASED PRODUCTIVITY YOU NEED TO ACHIEVE A SUCCESSFUL HARVEST!

CASE IH AXIAL-FLOW COMBINECASE IH AXIAL-FLOW COMBINEWHEN 
YOU RUN A

1. SERVICE – Hoober combine technicians 
specialize in combine repair and will help 
keep your machine running strong

2. PARTS SUPPORT – The largest combine 
parts inventory, parts 
transferred between our 
locations every day, and 
24-hour emergency parts support

3. INVENTORY – Hoober has an  
excellent selection of new and   
used locally-traded combines!

4. PRECISION FARMING – Hoober’s Precision 
Ag Specialists will help you maximize 
productivity and reduce costs

5. FINANCING – 0% Interest 
until 9/1/22 on select 
used combines from 
Hoober followed by CQR

TOP 5 REASONS TOP 5 REASONS 
TO ACT NOW:TO ACT NOW:

EQUIPMENT

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
Terra-force tiller 102”  3 pt 
hitch, heavy duty.  Used 
very little, pictures avail-
able.  $4,500.  Call Darrell 
Hornstra, Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

CASE IH 3650
Case IH 3650 round 
baler, soft core, 5’x6’ bale 
size. $4,900.  Pictures 
available.  Call Darrell 
Hornstra, Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

JD 920 MOCO
JD 920 MOCO with flails. 
SNT989017.  Field ready.  
Sold cattle and don’t 
need.  $8,500.  Pictures 
available.  Call Darrell 
Hornstra, Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
International 2010A 10 
wheeler with 20 ft dump 
body; Agco Allis 9695 4x4 
tractor.  Only 2,500 origi-
nal hours; JD 7240 11 row 
vacuum planter,  Equip-
ment is shed kept and in 
excellent condition.  Call 
410-924-6907 for more 
information.  

IH 856 TRACTOR
IH 856 Tractor w/ cab 
not installed.  Gasoline.  
Good T-A, independent 
PTO, new paint.  $7,500.  
Pictures available.  Call 
Darrell Hornstra, Ag 
Solutions of VA.  804-514-
9845.

CASE IH 1394 CAB 
TRACTOR W/ AIR

4990 hours.  S.N.# 
11502277, 65 HP, used 
for spraying.  $9,500.00.  
Pictures avail.  Call Dar-
rell, Ag Solutions of VA 
804-514-9845.
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EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT

Tractors & Skid Loaders
MF 4609 4x4 Cab Ldr 90 HP

MF 255 2WD
Deutz 3006 2WD

Bale Wagons & Hay Tools
NH 1037 Balewagon

NH 575 Baler
NH H7230 Fixer upper

Pequea 18' kicker wagon
Vicon 423 13' hay rake  

Combines
NH TR 86 w/heads
NH TR70 w/heads

Miscellaneous
Dump Bed Kit for KAW 550 mule

Brillion 12' Soil Commander
25' Pasture Drag

Mowers
Gravely Pro-stance 60
Gravely Pro-walk 36G

Landpride 72" finish mower
Woods MD315 15'

“Give Us A Try Before You Buy”

J. DAVID MULLINIX & SONS, INC.
(410) 489-4363 - FAX (410) 489-7634

14420 Howard Rd., Dayton, MD 21036
www.mullinixandsons.com

USED EQUIPMENT
ValtraValtra

EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT

JD 6600 COMBINE
JD 6600 combine 4WD, 
used last season.   4 row 
corn head, no longer 
needed.  $8,000.  Call 
609-953-0573

STOLTZFUS 
SPREADER

Stoltzfus CU78I 8 ton 
wet lime and fertilizer 
spreader. 6 row hydraulic 
corn reel.  Call for more 
details.  410-463-2220 or 
410-943-4220.

FOR SALE 
New and used GT recir-
culating batch dryer. Call 
now for winter discounts. 
Buy now pay later. Call 
anytime 1-877-422-0927

JD 4420 COMBINE
JD 4420 combine w/  
straw chopper exten-
sions, header height 
control and slow shift 
monitor.  Also a recon-
ditioned 213 grain head 
and 4 row cornhead.  
Both shed kept and in 
exc. condition.  For pic-
tures and more info call 
908-246-1951.

BALE KING HAY 
WAGON 

8’ x 21’ on a JD running 
gear, in good condition.  
$2,800.  For pics and info 
call 908-246-1951

MERCHANDISE

FOR SALE

LIBERTY GRAIN 
TRAILER

Liberty grain trailer, 
approx 8 ft wide and 
approx 34 ft long.  Needs 
cylinder repair.  Pictures 
available. Includes tarp.  
$5,500.  Call Darrell 
Hornstra, Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

FEED TANKS
4 used North East Ag 
feed tanks for sale.  16 
ton capacity, exc. condi-
tion.  $1,200/each.  Call 
Dennis 443-515-7113.  
Located in Millington, MD

RECYCLED ASPHALT-
RECYCLED 
CONCRETE

 5 sizes to choose from. 
Great for parking lots, 
driveways & Chicken 
houses. Also available, 
Race track sand, Horse 
stall mix. Dependable 
Sand & Recycling. Call 
(410) 822-6363

SERVICES

WORKING CATS 
LOOKING FOR 
EMPLOYMENT

Do you have a rodent 
problem?  Free services 
available.  Needing to 
place cats in a safe habi-
tat in exchange for rodent 
control.  Fully vetted, 
large selection, full set up 
provided.  Call 302-547-
8720.

YODERS BOOM 
MOWING AND FIELD 

CUTTING
Ponds, ditches, CREP, 
hedge rows, driveways, 
woods edge, overgrown 
fields,  free estimates in 
MD & DE, in our 20th 
Year of Service.  Call Ken 
at 443-480-0772.

LAND CLEARING
Land Clearing - Brush - 
Grinding - Forestry Mulch-
ing.  Let us help you with 
your land!  We special-
ize in grinding invasive 
vegetation - reclaiming 
overgrown land while 
stabilizing the soil in the 
process.  No hauling, no 
burning.  Quick and easy 
one step process.  Get on 
Social Media FB/IG and 
see it in action!  www.
keylandmanagement.
com; 443-974-8823.

ALUMINUM 
IRRIGATION FITTINGS

Large 4’x4’ box of alu-
minum irrigation fittings.  
Various sizes.  $500 
OBO.  Call Bill for pic-
tures.  410-725-1100.

FALL SAVINGS

(2004) JD  9560  COMBINE  3221 
ENGINE HRS ,  2386 SEP HRS

SEVERAL FUNNEL BODY WAGONS(2013) JD  5055 E  896 HOURS

(1975) JD  2630 W/LOADER 70 HP,  
2588 HOURS

JD 625 F PLATFORM 

325  Walt Messick Rd.  Harrington, DE
302-398-3729 
800-237-1272

JOHN DEERE 893 CORN HEAD LIKE 
NEW, 2004 YEAR.

693 CORNHEAD 1998 

1995 JD 922 PLATFORM

KILL BROS 590 GRAIN CART

UNVERFERTH HT25 HEAD CART

BRENT  674 GRAIN CART

7 FT LANDPRIDE ROTARY CUTTER
Reminder!  

The first week of every month all 
Equipment Display ads are 50% off 
Advertise for less!  Call Tiffany or Emily 
for rates and publication dates today.

(800) 634-5021
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2013 JD R450 #75528A                                        
14’ plt., rubber/steel cond.,                                                                

tri lobe rolls
$79,000 OX

1993 JD 6500 #63485A                                                                
2300 hrs., 60’ boom, poly,                           

guid. rdy.
$18,250 QA

2008 CIH 7010 #54693A
4205/3214 hrs., PRWD, 

axle rear wheel drive                                                                  
$48,000 CL

2011 JD 9870STS #67455A
3226/2061 hrs., PRWD, duals,                          

lat. tilt feederhouse
    $115,000 QA

2020 Kinze 3660 #62477A
16/31, flex fold,                                                                          

central fill system                                          
$245,800 PO

2013 JD 1790 #65713A
31R15”, vac meter system, markers,                 

row command
$85,000 SA

2014 JD 6130D #72663A                                        
4703 hrs., 12F12R power rev.,                                                                  

2 SCVs, rear weights
$43,000 CL

2019 Unverferth 200 #69878A                          
Seed Pro 2 seed box 

$13,750 SA

2017 JD 5085E #72607A                                                
1800 hrs., partial powershift, MFWD, 

540 PTO, narrow tire width
$33,500 CL

2018 JD R4045 #55533A                                                                
1305 hrs., dry box 300 cu. ft.,                                    

guid. rdy., traction ctrl.
$295,000 WE

2015 JD 204K #68422A                       
6375 hrs., ROPs, aux. hyd.,                    

365/70R18
$35,000 CH

2002 NH LS180 #72041A
3430 hrs., ROPs,                                                  

foam filled tires, bucket
$16,649 WH

2018 JD R4038 #55503A                                
2821 hrs., 100’ boom, stainless,                   

boom leveling, traction ctrl.
$258,400 CH

2002 JD 8520 #54643A 
8688 hrs., guid. rdy., duals, active seat, 

power shift, 1000 rear PTO
$86,000 CL

2012 Kinze 3600 #69564A
16R30”, wing fold frame, vac. meter, 

row command
$74,000 PO

2014 JD S680 #BV000022            
31317/940 hrs., PRWD, duals,                         

GS3 2630, JDLink ult., AutoTrac  
$249,995 HA

2014 JD 7250R #BV000057
3000 hrs., MFWD w/susp., IVT, StarFire 

3000 rec., CommandCenter display
$149,995 SA

2013 JD S670 #45650A                                  
2855/2021 hrs., PRWD, spreader, side-

hill, GreenStar 3 2630 display
$145,000 WH

2016 NH SP345F #55331A                                                                     
1900 hrs., 4WD,                                          

autoguidance
REDUCED TO $189,000 QA

2010 JD 7830 #69239A                                       
11597 hrs., MFWD, IVT,                                                

guid. rdy., 3 outlets
$65,000 QA

JD 1770NT #45729A
12R30”, flex fold, vac. meter sys.,                      

row command
$88,000 WH

2013 JD  S680 #54281A
2237/1545 hrs., PRWD, chopper, Auto-

Trac rdy., GS 3 CommandCenter
REDUCED TO $175,000 CL

J.I. Case 2670 #69303A
4167 hrs., 1000 rear PTO

$9,500 OX

2002 JD HX20 #62950A                                
20’, wing fold, 

shielded driveline 540 RPM
$13,500 PO

0% for 60 months financing*

IH 496 #72761A
23’, 3 section folding,                                    

7.25” spacing
$6,500 CL

Visit atlantictractor.net/used to view all of our pre-owned inventory!

Waldorf, MD
(877) 960-0583

E. New Market
(877) 384-2014

Oxford, PA
(877) 421-4764

Salisbury, MD
(877) 361-0705

Chestertown, MD
(877) 421-0569

Edgewater, MD
(877) 384-2026

Pocomoke, MD
(877) 421-4891

Whiteford, MD
(877) 361-0753

Clayton, DE
(877) 421-4683

Newark, DE
(877) 384-2028

Queen Anne, MD
(877) 421-5045

Monday-Friday: 7:30am - 5pm, Saturday: 7:30am - 12pm

Mechanicsville, MD
(877) 959-6195

Hanover, PA
(877) 978-2176

Hunt Valley, MD
(877) 969-2118

Westminster, MD
(877) 709-6209
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EQUIPMENT ROOFING ROOFINGEQUIPMENT

Public Auction
Nov. 6 @ 9 AM

@ 17816 Rench Road, Hagerstown, MD. 21748
For Updates and Photo’s use the auctions tab at 
Leamanauctions.com. For online bidding and 

for sale order go to Proxibid .com after Nov 4th.
This collection has been kept in dry barn 

storage for many years. Recently pulled from 
storage in preparation for this auction. Items 

from 1800’s through 1900’s

Special mention is a Conestoga wagon, in what 
appears to be original and good condition; 5+ 
Threshing machines (Geiser; 2) Keystone Cham-
pion’s, Keystone #3; McCormick Galvanized; 
several Groundhog Threshers; grain drills, J I 
Case & McCormick Reaper, 2) grain binders; 
Several plows, IH 3 or 4 furrow Disc plow, lots 
of wooden and steel wheeled farm wagons, a 
horse powered stationary Red Riper Baler, Large 
wooden wagon wheels and axles including sev-
eral large Conestoga wagon style; McCormick 
W-30 on steel wheels, extension rims (has broken 
block) fairly straight and seems complete; 1950’s 
Studebaker dump truck, Chevy Panel truck from 
the late 40’s, Some rust on lower panels but good 
roof line, floors etc 1969 Pontiac LeMans w/350, 
auto, bucket seats, console and air conditioning; 
grain cleaners and much more, Also some reen-
actment items from Civil War related to RR, in-
cludes rails and plastic RR car wheels.
Misc: Lots of Single and double Trees, Many 
horse drawn tongues, drawbars etc. large rolls 
of black plastic water pipe, MUCH more will be 
listed online and in next week’s adds!

Selling from the 
FRANK ARTZ COLLECTION

Please respect our seller’s property and privacy!
No drive-in’s allowed!

We will have a loader on site and would like 
items gone within one week. 

Call Ed for private showings.
Preview will be available Nov 5th after 10 AM.
Call or text Ed cell 610-662-8149, We will have 
online bidding Via Proxibid as well as onsite 

live, for most of the items on this auction.
Leaman Auctions Ltd. AY002063

329 Brenneman Rd. Willow Street, Pa. 17584

Public Auction
Nov. 6 @ 9AM

17816 Rench Road, Hagerstown, MD 21748 
For updates and photos use the auctions tab at 

Leamanauctions.com. For online bidding go to Proxibid.
com and for sale order check back as we get closer to sale 
date. This collection has been kept in a dry storage barn 

for many years. Recently pulled from storage in 
preparation for this auction.  

Items from 1800’s through 1900’s.

TRACTORS
JD 8295R, 4WD, Cab, 600 HRS..................................$310,000
JD 8320R, 4WD, Cab, 1450 HRS................................$275,000
JD 6215R, 4WD, Cab, 1441 HRS................................$159,000
JD 6120M w/loader 93 HRS.........................................$120,000
JD 8410, Duals, Nice! 7327 HRS...................................$99,000

COMBINES
Low Rates Available On Used Combines

JD S660, 4WD, 913 HRS..............................................$265,000
JD S660, 4WD, 1372 HRS............................................$210,000
JD S660, 4WD, 2173sm 32929e HRS..........................$125,000
JD 625 Flex Head.............................................................$20,000
JD 922 Flex Head...............................................................$9,000
JD 213 Flex Head...............................................................$5,000
JD 643 6 row corn head.....................................................$3,000

HAY AND FORAGE EQUIPMENT
JD 946 MOCO, rolls, 2 pt hitch, 2005...........................$18,000
JD MOCO 926, impeller, 2004.......................................$16,000
Peaquea HR1140..............................................................$6,000
Pequea TT4000 tedder......................................................$6,000
JD 42 bale ejector, installed for........................................$4,250
JD 530 round baler, twine.................................................$3,000
New Idea 400 bar rake......................................................$1,200

CORN/SOYBEAN PLANTERS
JD 1990 30ft air seeder..................................................$110,000
JD 1750, 6 row, liquid fertilizer (2009)..........................$29,500
JD 7200, 12 row, liquid fertilizer....................................$18,000
JD 750 drill, 15 ft, grass seed box..................................$14,500
JD B series drill, complete parts unit...................................$500

MISCELLANEOUS
Great Plains turbo-max 3000TM.................................$60,000
Frontier RB2310, hyd angle..........................................$3,750
JD MX7..........................................................................$3,500
Riata RA 1108 arena rake..............................................$2,000
JD bale spear for 265 loader.............................................$500

GLADHILL TRACTOR
5509 Mt. Zion Rd. P. O. Box 777
Frederick, Maryland 21705

301-663-6060  • 1-800-245-0691
www.gladhilltractor.com

JOHN DEERE

BUILDINGS BUILDINGS

BUILDINGS BUILDINGS BUILDINGS

The finest Quality at an 
affordable price

Call Harvey Byler at 
302-653-0300

www.bylerbuilders.net

for over 40 years

* Agricultural 
* Chemical & Manure Storage
* Commercial       * Equestrian

FOR RENT

CONDO FOR RENT
Condo for rent in Duck, 
NC.  Ocean front, 4 
BR/3BA, various weeks 
available.  Pictures avail-
able. Call Darrell 804-514-
9845.

REAL ESTATE

15 wooded acres, 
great homesite, Onley, 
VA.  Eastern Shore.  All 
mature woods, great 
hunting.  Asking $72,000.  
Call 757-710-0070.

120 acres on Eastern 
Shore, VA.  115 tilable 
with pond.  Has minor 
subdivision.  4 miles to 
Bay.  Close to stores 
and restaurants.  Asking 
$698,00.  Call 757-710-
0070

REAL ESTATE

90 acres, Atlantic coast 
Eastern Shore VA.  45 
acres tillable with pond 
and 45 acres, 30 year old 
Loblolly timber, subdi-
vided for 24 homesites 
or build forever dream 
home.  4 miles to Bay.  
45’ above sea level.  
Asking $539,000.  Call 
757-710-0070

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

The more you know!

The 3rd week of every month is 50% off all 
building ads.  Call Emily or 
Tiffany for rates and dates.  

800-634-5021
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EMPLOYMENTAUCTIONS AUCTIONSAUCTIONS AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

RESEARCH 
TECHNICIAN

The Eastern Shore 
AREC, Virginia Tech, in 
Painter, VA is seeking ap-
plications for a Research 
Technician to support the 
Weed Science Depart-
ment.  To read the full 
job description and apply 
online, please visit jobs.
vt.edu and refer to post-
ing #517944. 

FARM HELP/PART 
TIME

Farm help, PT with 
experience in handling 
all phases of a beef 
cattle operation as well 
as pasture and fence 
management.  Work to 
be done during daytime 
hours.  Own transporta-
tion, close proximity to 
Poolesville, Dickerson 
area, salary negotiable, 
references required.  Call 
301-642-1273.

CDL CLASS B 
DRIVERS

Do you need a flexible 
work schedule?  Want to 
work for a company like 
Growers Mineral Corp. 
that has delivered non-
toxic fertilizer to farms 
since 1955?  Require-
ments:  CDL class B, 
tanker endorsement, 
$17/hour.  If you are 
interested/want to learn 
more, please contact 
Marguerite Fall or visit 
our website: 419-499-
2508 ext. 810.  Grow-
ersMineral.com 

WAREHOUSE
 MANAGER/DELIVERY 

(RIDGELY)
We are looking for the 
right person to help our 
company grow.  We are 
looking for somebody 
responsible and dedicat-
ed.  The job consists of 
managing the warehouse 
and cleaning equip-
ment for resale.  The job 
also consists of making 
deliveries and receiving 
deliveries with forklift 
.  Sale opportunities are 
available for extra com-
mission.  Job requires 
heavy lifting.  Clean 
Drivers license / DOT 
card required no CDL 
needed , You may 
sometimes be required to 
work late and on week-
ends.   Please submit 
your resume and contact 
information and any type 
of background informa-
tion.  us@requipllc.com  
or call 443 953 0700

NOTICE NOTICENOTICE NOTICE NOTICE
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AUCTIONS AUCTIONS AUCTIONSAUCTIONS AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

“THE LARGEST EAST COAST AUCTION EVER”
VEGETABLE AND GRAIN FARMING LINE

TWO CONSECUTIVE DAYS!!
SATURDAY DECEMBER 11 @ 9:00 A.M. AND 10:00 A.M.

SUNDAY DECEMBER 12 @ 10:00 A.M.
SWEDESBORO (GLOUCESTER CO.) NEW JERSEY USA

Owners retiring from multi-generation farm converting to huge com-
mercial agri-business operation, selling will be!  (A Sampling Follows!)

2018 JD 9520R, E-18 power shift;    JD 8370R, MFWD, IVT trans.;   
(SEE other tractors on web!)    2020 (new this year!) CIH Magnum 
250 Cut-ATS C (250 h.p.) only 50 hrs!; 
2018 Ramsey Highlander Self Propelled harvest (box or bulk) aid 
telescoping two belt system complete with 5th wheel transport cart!; 
2019 NH SP310F self propelled Sprayer, 60-90 ft. booms, auto steer, 
1200 gal.; 
2018 JD 1795 Exact Emerge no till 12 row corn/bean planter, de-
luxe!!; CIH 8230 AFS (4WD) Combine, auto steer, etc.!;Geringhoff 
12 row rota disc chopping head;    Mac Don FD755 35 ft. flex draper 
head;    J&M 750 grain cart
Tractors:   6130R;   (5) 5075E;   6230;   (2) 6105M;   5525;    (4) 
6620;   5500;   (2) 2640;   PLUS Thirty (30) More Tractors!!;
Landoll 7530VT 29 ft. vertical till tool, deluxe!    Forigo (new) G45-
450 15 ft. 3 row vegetable bedding machine;   JD 2630 TruSet 30 ft. 
cushion gang disk;   Krause 35 ft. “Landsman”;   JD 995 8-b. Pa-
ra-Plow with sterling plow packer;   Unverferth 3755XL seed tender
BIG Line of Vegetable Planting/Harvest and Crop Care Including:    
Checchi Magli 6-row planter (2-3 row on 5 ft. centers);    1200 Plus 
#26 Macro bins;   Four (4) Packing Lines (All Food Safe):  Big 60 in. 
general purpose line!;   S.S. Asparagus line;   Squash line;   Peach 
line;  Soils Equipment;   Six Deluxe “Gray Hawk” (Canada) 30x300 ft. 
greenhouses;   LP Forklifts;   
Four (4) Truck Tractors;   1991 Rogers 65 ton lowboy;   Four (4) 
dump trailers;  Seven (7) reefers; 
See webpage (www.pirrunginc.com) for complete list and pictures 
as available including video of working NH sprayer and Ramsey High-
lander!  Daily Pay Terms!  See Conditions of Sale! 

NOTE:   Well maintained family owned equipment.  All in use up to 
end of 2021 season!  Saturday Sale is Tractors/Trucks/Field Machin-
ery.   Sunday Sale is Greenhouses/Packing Lines and Warehouse 
Type Equipment!

SEE FULL List (pictures when available), Daily Terms of Sale and 
Updates on Webpage:  www.pirrunginc.com

Sale Manager: Jim VanHise 609-331-0311

PIRRUNG AUCTIONEERS, INC.
585-728-2520

Email:  PirrungAuctioneers@frontier.com
www.pirrunginc.com

FARM EQUIPMENT 
AUCTION

SATURDAY 
NOVEMBER 13, 2021

10:00 AM 
(Rain or Shine)

5705 SUMMIT BRIDGE RD, TOWNSEND, DE  19734

COMBINE: JD 4400 diesel, cab – no air, (1966 hr.) & JD 213 grain 
head
TRACTORS: JD 4040 diesel, cab, quick hitch (6620 hr.), Farmall 240 
Tricycle front (gas), Int. 766 diesel , JD mod. A (motor stuck), Ford 2N 
(parts tractor)
TRUCKS: 1987 GMC 6000 six wheel – 14’ hyd. Body (58,192 miles), 
1971 Dodge 600 six wheel – 16’ hyd. Body (58,999 miles), 1961 Chev. 
50 Viking six wheel – 14’ hyd. Body (39,181 miles).
EQUIPMENT: JD 750 no-till drill 10’ (new blades & boots), JD 637 
disk 12’ tandem wheel, JD 8200 grain drill 14 tine single disk, Int. 12’ 
disk, Int. 4x16 semi mount plow w/scratcher, Chisel plow 7 shank rear 
mount, Brillion roller harrow 12’, JD 7000 4 row wide planter, NH 353 
grinder / mixer, NH 816 Silage wagon 3 axle w/top, NH 8 Silage wagon 
2 axle, NH 718 Silage chopper, Westfield WR80-26 grain auger – 
electric motor, NI 324 2 row wide corn picker, NH 851 round hay bailer, 
NH 56 hay rake w/dolly wheel, NH 269 hay bailer w/thrower, NH 492 
Haybine, Int. 540 manure spreader, NH flail chopper, (8) Funnel body 
wagons, (3) Hay wagons 14’   w/racks, NH 155 elevator 36’, JD flail 
chopper, Hay elevator 20’, Case 3 bottom plow, Oliver sickle mower, 
Little Giant elevator – iron wheel, Case 6’ rear mount disk, JD 10’ pull 
type disk, Brillion 12’ notched wheel cultipacker w/transport, Grain au-
ger w/electric motor, JD Silage blower – belt drive, NI hay conditioner, 
NI mounted wide 2 row corn picker, pull type road grader – iron wheel, 
flat body wagons, JD & Int. front mount cultivators, Int. 4 row cultivator 
rear mount, JD 1 bottom plow, Cub 1 bottom plow, round bale spear, JD 
12’ drag disk and other items.
MISC: One wagon of small misc. items.  Additional misc. items: 
Fry round bale rings, Fry gates, water troughs, dirt scoop, Pr. 38” tires 
& rims, tractor roll bar, 1 bottom middle buster – iron wheel, hog pot, 
trasher wheels, Cub Cadet 682 Hydro lawn mower (NR), running gear, 
Bob sled runners for farm wagon, Square back sleigh (good condition), 
wooden wheel wagon running gear (wheels in good condition) and 
other items.
Note: Farm equipment has been shed kept.  Farm Equipment Auc-
tion sign on property.
Continue to visit our web for more info & photos.
PREVIEW: Monday – Nov 8th through Friday – Nov 12th: 
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

TERMS: Cash or approved check with current letter from your 
bank guaranteeing funds, unless you are known by the auctioneer. 
All items sold “AS-IS”, “WHERE-IS” with no guarantee. 
No Buyer’s Premium.
Owners: Carl & Nancy Lynam

A. CURTIS ANDREW AUCTION, INC.
410-754-8826 / 410-310-1826

www.acurtisandrewauction.com

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

AUCTION NOVEMBER 16th • 9:30 am
37372 Middle Ground Road Frankford, Delaware 19945 

Auction will be held at Sussex County Sheriff’s Dept
22215 N. Dupont Blvd. Georgetown, DE 19947

•28 acres
• Prime frontage on Millionaire's Row
• Highest elevation in Sussex Cty., DE

• Possible to become two as of right building plots
• Directly across from 10,000 acre protected wilderness
• 20 miles from beach; 35 miles from Chesapeake Bay

• Equestrian area
Contact: 

(973) 429-0391
janit@verizon.net

SEED

Seed 
Cleaning

• On Your Farm
• Small Grain, Non  
  GMO Soybeans
• Treating w/Raxil  
   or Dividend
• PA, MD, DE, NJ

Ag Seed 
Cleaning

717-949-8212

Never miss an issue!  Renew 

your subscription today by 

calling Megan 

(800) 634-5021

megan@americanfarm.com
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SEED SEED SEEDAUCTIONS AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
POULTRY FARM * 16 ACRES +/-

SATURDAY – NOVEMBER 20, 2021 @ 11:00 AM
6902 WHITELY RD, FEDERALSBURG, MD  21632

Located in Dorchester County,corner of Clark Canning House Rd and Whitely Rd contain-
ing tillable land and woodland. Improvements include (3) poultry houses, Manure storage 
building, generator, Morton equipment shed and Ranch style house approx. (2,128 SF) with 
3 Bedrooms and 2 Baths.
Deed reference: 01519 / 00453      Map 0006 / Grid 0005 / Parcel 0223
TERMS: A deposit of Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) at the time and place 
of auction in the form of cashier’s check or certified check from a pre-approved bank, 
or a personal check pre-approved by the auctioneer. The balance of the purchase price 
shall be due at settlement which shall be within forty-five (45) days from date of auction. 
If purchaser fails to go to settlement, the deposit shall be forfeited. The successful bidder 
will be required to sign a contract of sale containing the following terms: Purchaser shall 
pay, if applicable, all recordation, transfer taxes, agricultural transfer tax, survey, title ex-
amination and insurance, and all attorneys or settlement fees. Property taxes and other 
public charges shall be adjusted to date of settlement. The property is being sold in an 
“AS-IS” condition WITHOUT WARRANTIES of any kind by either the Seller or the Auc-
tioneer. Seller has no knowledge of any environmental hazard, housing code or zoning 
violations: however, the property is sold subject to any such currently existing condition, 
problem or code violation, and it is the purchaser’s responsibility to bring the property into 
compliance with all codes.
Seller reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids; however, it is the Seller’s intent 
to sell said property. 
For inspection of Real Estate, contact the Auctioneer. No Buyer’s Premium.  Visit 
auction company web site for more information and photos.

A. CURTIS ANDREW AUCTION, INC.
410-754-8826 / 410-310-1826

www.acurtisandrewauction.com

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

Shenandoah Valley Livestock Sales
Harrisonburg, Virginia

In the heart of Beautiful Shenandoah Valley

Sales every Wednesday and Saturday
Special State Graded Feeder Cattle Sales the 

First Saturday of Every Month
A good supply of Quality Feeder Cattle at Every Saturday Sale

Saturday Sales Times
Sheep, Goats and Hogs - 12:30 pm • Cattle Sale - 1:30 pm

State Graded feeder Cattle Sales - 6:00 pm

Wednesday Sale Times 6 pm
Graded Sales - 7:30 pm

Phone Bidding Available for all graded Sales.
(Order Buying Available)

Graded Holstein Steer Sales 2021
(Wednesdays)  March 17, April 21, May 19, August 18, 

September 15, October 20, November 17
For more information, please contact

Michael Ritchie at 540-820-1117
or visit us on the web at www.shenvalleylivestock.com or on Facebook.

Shenandoah Valley Livestock Sales
1044 Edom Road - Harrisonburg, VA 22802

Clark Seeds Inc.
1467 Seven Hickories Road, 

Clayton, DE 19938

Cover Crop 
Seed

Buckwheat - Daikon
Hairy Vetch - Rape

Clover - Turnips
Wheat - Barley

Custom Mix Prices 
Available Over The 

Phone
Multicultural Mixes 

Available
Bulk Pricing 

Available

Bulk Mixes Done Fast

302-653-9249
HAY & STRAW HAY & STRAW HAY & STRAW 

PLANTS HAY & STRAW 

HAY AND STRAW
From one bale to trac-
tor trailer load. Cecil H. 
Gannon & Sons, Inc. 
Call days 410-822-0069 
Nights: (410) 822-8381, 
(410) 822-5162 , (410) 
820-8453

STRAW BALES
Straw bales $3.00 per 
bale.  21 bales in a cube 
for easy handling.  Pickup 
or delivery.  Call 410-430-
2479

LIVESTOCK 

ANGUS COWS & 
BULLS FOR SALE

Contact Roseda Farm 
410-472-2697, www.
roseda.com, or email 
roseda@roseda.com

LIME

AG LIME SPREADING 
 Hi-Mag & Hi-Cal dry lime
Call Toll Free Day & Eve. 
 CONESTOGA VALLEY 
LIME SPREADING INC. 
 LANCASTER, PA. 
 1-800-724-3277

LIME ARAGONITE
Do your plants right 
with Aragonite!  Lime 
Aragonite is a calcium 
carbonate mineral that 
naturally forms in the 
ocean.  Used in place of 
lime, Aragonite provides 
bioavailable calcium and 
improves soil biology im-
proving your plant health.  
Application is typically 
bet.500-750 pounds per 
acre.  Call 410-827-3067 
or email carrie@cal-
time.com
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Delmarva FarmerDelmarva Farmer
Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

Find the services you need with speed, just look here in the directoryFind the services you need with speed, just look here in the directory..

American Farm Publications
*Delmarva Farmer

*New Jersey Farmer
www.americanfarm.com

800-634-5021

Advertise in the Business Directory for only $40 
per week!  Call Tiffany or Emily (800) 634-5021

EXPERTISE TO GET THE 
JOB DONE RIGHT!

176 Bowman Rd., York, PA 17408 • Toll Free (888) 236-6795 • www.abcyork.com

From design through final construction, ABC York, Inc. is a single source company you can 
count on. For agricultural and commercial operations the answer is as easy as ABC York.

 ✔ Grain Dryers
 ✔ Grain Bins
 ✔ Material Handling
 ✔ Augers
 ✔ Parts

PRODUCTS:

 ✔ System Design
 ✔ Millwright
 ✔ Service

SERVICES:

717-529-3959
Kirkwood, PA 17536

Hours: M-F: 6am. – 4:45pm.   Closed S&S

INTERNATIONAL
HARVESTOR

The brands you trust!

Diesel Rebuilding 
Service Plans
Maintenance

Need a Diesel Mechanic?
Our Specialty...

This Space Available!! 
Add your information here in the  

Directory for only $40 per week, call 
 Tiffany or Emily today!!

800-634-5021

Valley Hoop
Structures

John Swartzentruber
(540) 691-3753

Simplified Installalation
Install yourself and save

Install available 
depending on location, 
or constructor of your 

choice.

Single Tube: 24’-36’ W
Sentry Series 40’-180’ W

Natural Lighting
Excellent Air Ventilation

Foundation Choices

Check out the options!
Any length available!

BEAT THE PRICE 
INCREASE FROM METAL 
SHORTAGE.  ODER NOW 
FOR DELIVERY ANYTIME 

THIS YEAR
Prepare for next year’s hay storage - put 
up a simple structure.  Put hay in dry 
with less hassle, better feed and save!

Valley Hoop
Structures

Manufactured by:
Sioux Steel Company

Check out the options!
Call for pricing and info!

John (540) 691-3753
Email:

valleyhoop@ibyfax.com

Single Tube: 24’-36’ W
Sentry Series 40’-180’ W

Natural Lighting
Simplified Installation

Better Performance
Easy Relocation

Put Livestock, Hay, Machinery, 
etc., in a dry location with a 

simple structure

Sale
5% off buildings odered by 

March 15th

   Look no further, we have job opportunities!   Seeking workers to assist in      
mixing/loading agricultural products/crop protection products, fueling 

equipment and assist in odd jobs when needed.  Must be available to work 
long hours during prime application season.  Knowledge in custom 

application is a plus, having a CDL would be better - but not required.
Serious inquiries call:  Monday-Friday 9AM – 4PM   302-349-5055

Looking for a seasonal job in the Agriculture Looking for a seasonal job in the Agriculture 
Sector?Sector?

Advertise your business 
here for just $40 per/

week.

Call Emily (800) 634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com

Advertise your business 
here for just $40 per/

week.

Call Emily (800) 634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com

Advertise your business 
here for just $40 per/

week.

Call Emily (800) 634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com
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WORKING IN ACRES
NOT  HOUR S

Your time is most valuable in the field during harvest. 

Our team is ready to meet you at your farm when it matters most. 
Contact us when you’re ready.

888.339.3334 | mafc.com |


