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By CAROL KINSLEY
AFP Correspondent

SLAUGHTER BEACH, Del. — The 
main surprise of the night may have 
been spoiled as some 100 members of 
Sussex County Farm Bureau and their 
guests gathered for the organization’s 
annual fall banquet on Oct. 2 at Me-
morial Fire Department in Slaughter 
Beach, but there were more surprises 
to come. 

Rep. Lisa Blunt-Rochester accept-
ed the microphone for a few words 
and, before leaving for other obliga-
tions, extended congratulations to 
the SCFB’s Farm Family of the Year, 
which she correctly guessed was 
the family with the most members 
present.

The honor went to the Robert 
“Bob” Lawson family of Harbeson, 
Del., introduced by Jay Baxter. Bob 
Lawson started farming at a young 
age with his parents, Clifford and 
Jessie Lawson. His mother’s family, 
the Dodds, have owned farmland in 
Sussex County since the 1600s. The 
Lawsons still farm property the family 
owned in 1686.

Bob’s grandfather, Fred L. Dodd, 
at one time owned and operated one 
of the larger feed production plants, 
along with a grist mill, on his property 

at Morris Mill outside Georgetown.
Baxter, who said his great-grand-

mother was a Dodd, said he always 
thought the pond there was Dodd’s 
Pond.

In 1969, Bob began farming on 

his own with 16 acres and equipment 
from his family. Graduating from the 
University of Delaware with a degree 
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Ever-curious, Arnold 
continues to find his own 

path in farming, life

Bob Arnold’s farming path started in Northern New Jersey before moving to Queen 
Anne’s County in 1988. 

Photo by Sean Clougherty

Sussex County Farm Bureau honors Lawsons, Absher at fall banquet

SCFB annual event full of surprises

By SEAN CLOUGHERTY
Managing Editor

CHESTERTOWN, Md. — As a 
young farmer decades ago, Bob Ar-
nold made a promise to himself that he 
wouldn’t be farming past age 50 and 
let his curiosity lead him to something 
new. 

Now at 65 and still farming, he 
didn’t keep the promise to the letter, 
but hasn’t stopped looking for the next 
adventure.

Arnold grew up in Northern New 
Jersey where his father, Robert Ed-
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‘Always 
something to 

figure out’
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WYTHEVILLE, Va.  —  Pumpkin 
season is here, and farmers are welcom-
ing the public to their U-pick pumpkin 
patches.

At Williams Orchard in Wythe 
County, Bobby Williams grows mul-
tiple varieties of pumpkins and gourds 
on 40 acres. He said they’ve had a 
decent growing season, with plenty of 
pumpkins ready for people to pick.

“We had some dry weather in the 
summertime, and they didn’t get quite 
the size, but they’re good Halloween 
pumpkins — I just don’t have many of 
the really big ones this year,” Williams 
said. “We had some rain that hit just 
right. There’s a lot of production per 
acre this year.”

Williams Orchard’s U-pick patch is 
open through the end of October, and 
Williams said he’s hoping to recoup 
some business lost last year because 
of the pandemic. In addition to a farm 
stand and maze, “we have a pumpkin 
chucker that shoots pumpkins a quar-
ter-mile,” he shared.

A member of the Virginia Pump-
kin Growers Association, Williams 
noted that while he’s had a good crop, 
overall “pumpkins are a little bit short 
this year,” and the wholesale price for 
pumpkins is up.

“Some people had an excellent crop, 
and some had a failure, but overall I 
think when you plant, lots of times you 
don’t get a full stand, and plants are 
not as populated as they should be,” he 
explained.

At their peak during September and 
October, pumpkins are a big business 
in the commonwealth. The 2020 USDA 
Economic Research Service reports 
pumpkins account for a whopping $17.5 
million in cash receipts — ranking 
18th among the state’s top agricultural 
commodities.

According to a survey by the US-
DA’s National Agricultural Statistics 
Service, 5,400 acres of pumpkins were 
harvested in 2020, down slightly from 
5,600 acres in 2019.

Carter Harvie, who operates a 

By NANCY L. SMITH
AFP Correspondent

OCEAN CITY, Md. — The federal 
government is rethinking its approach 
to reducing Salmonella-based illness-
es from poultry, a top USDA official 
told local poultry industry profession-
als on Sept. 28.

Sandra Eskin, recently appointed 
USDA deputy undersecretary for food 

safety, told attendees at the National 
Meeting on Poultry Health, Processing 
and Live Production that Salmonella 
sickens one million Americans every 
year and that 20 percent of those ill-
nesses are linked to poultry.

She said characterizing the Food 
Safety and Inspection Service as “not 
just a regulatory agency, it is a public 
health regulatory agency,” 

Eskin decried the fact that there 

has not been a significant decrease 
in the incidence of illnesses caused 
by Salmonella in more than 20 years, 
despite a specific government goal of 
reducing Salmonella infections by 25 
percent by 2020.

Eskin said a major challenge is 
“emerging food-borne pathogens 
known as REP strains — recurring, 
emerging and persistent strains — 
such as Salmonella infantis and Sal-

monella reading.”
“We have seen reductions in Sal-

monella contamination in poultry, 
but they haven’t led to meaningful 
reductions in infections,” she said. “If 
our current policies are not moving us 
toward our goal, perhaps it’s time to 
rethink our approach.

By JONATHAN CRIBBS
Associate Editor

DURHAM, N.H. — Several Del-
marva growers and their environmen-
tally conscious farming practices could 
make their big-screen debut next year, 
thanks to the USDA. 

Three regional farms — two from 
Maryland, one from Delaware — are 
the subjects of a new feature-length 
documentary called “Delmarva and the 
Ground for Change,” a product of the 
USDA Northeast Climate Hub in New 
Hampshire. 

Karrah Kwasnik, the documentary’s 
director, made the film to highlight 
the Delmarva region’s commitment to 
farming practices that boost soil health. 

The region’s embrace of such prac-
tices, including no-till farming and 
cover crops, is unique nationwide.

“We know in Maryland and Dela-
ware, farmers are leading in practices 
compared to the rest of the U.S. in crop-
land acres,” she said. “All the farms 
are very attuned to the environmental 
issues but also just being stewards of 
the lands.”

Through a grant-funded partnership 

with the University of New Hampshire, 
Kwasnik is the digital content manager 
at the Northeast Climate Hub, one of 
several regional hubs nationwide that 
produce information and technology 
for agricultural and natural-resource 
managers to help them make informed 
decisions in the face of climate change. 
Her documentary features Harborview 
Farms in Rock Hall, Md.; Fair Hill 
Farms in Chestertown, Md.; and Deer-
field Farm in Lewes, Del.

The documentary is her first, and 
discussions about creating it began in 
2019 as a good use of unspent grant 
money. (The film ultimately cost about 
$9,600.) 

In addition to featuring Delmarva 
growers, Kwasnik also wanted to 
produce a film that could reacquaint 
people outside the farming community 
with efforts inside of it to promote sus-
tainability — and detail what life on a 
21st-century farm actually looks like.

“I don’t think people are used to 
seeing that,” she said. “Hopefully, these 
farms can help address that gap.”

After deciding to begin the docu-
mentary project, she was directed to the 
farms through recommendations and 

introductions by Delmarva connections 
in academia and conservation. She also 
wanted to make something that applied 
to the entire nation, which eliminated 
smaller, consumer-facing farm opera-
tions such as CSAs. 

Harborview Farms, owned by Trey 
Hill, is a corn, soybeans and wheat 
operation across more than 10,000 
acres. Among the reasons for its selec-
tion: 100 percent of its cash crops are 
“planted green”, which means they’re 
planted into a live — not desiccated — 
cover crop. It’s consequently all no-till. 
It’s a system promoted for improving 
soil health and protecting crops from 
extreme weather, but it also fights cli-
mate change by sequestering carbon 
into the soil. 

Matt and Megan Fry of Fair Hill 
Farms, which transitioned their con-
ventional dairy of about 600 milking 
cows to USDA Organic in 2016, farms 
about 1,400 acres, which include 300 
acres of permanent pasture and 60 
acres of cool- and warm-season an-
nuals. 

See PUMPKIN
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Boys at Harborview Farms in Rock Hall, Md., do cover-crop research in their cornfield in the summer of 2019.

Photo courtesy Karrah Kwasnik
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Pumpkin 
growers set 
for robust 

season

Film to feature region’s agriculture

Eskin: USDA rethinking how to deal with salmonella

See FILM
Page 20



The Delmarva Farmer, October 12, 2021            3



 4            October 12, 2021, The Delmarva Farmer

General Manager — Reneé Van Pelt
graphics@americanfarm.com

Managing Editor — Sean Clougherty
sean@americanfarm.com

Graphics/Copy Editor — Kevin George
kevin@americanfarm.com

Associate Editor — Jonathan Cribbs
jonathan@americanfarm.com

Graphics Manager — Reneé Van Pelt
graphics@americanfarm.com

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENTS
Delaware — Carol Kinsley

Maryland — Nancy Smith, Jamie Tiralla
Virginia — Jane W. Graham, 

New Jersey — Jane Primerano, Steve Sears, Richard Skelly
Pennsylvania — Dorothy Noble, Bob Ferguson

BUSINESS OFFICE
Bookkeeper — Lori Hawkins

accounting@americanfarm.com
Circulation — Megan Stibbe

circulation@americanfarm.com
ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT

National Advertising — Sheila Brittingham
sheila@americanfarm.com

Advertising Account Executives
Tiffany Polly — tiffany@americanfarm.com

Emily Brockbrader — emily@americanfarm.com
Classifieds — Emily Brockbrader 

emily@americanfarm.com
All advertising photos and advertising layouts and/or copy should be 

e-mailed to graphics@americanfarm.com.

The Delmarva Farmer

 THE DELMARVA FARMER (D.F. ISSN0194-2964) is published 
weekly by American Farm Publications, Inc., 7913 Industrial 
Park Rd., Suite A, Easton, MD 21601. Periodicals Postage paid at 
Easton, Md. and additional offices. 410-822-3965 • 1-800-634-
5021 • 24-Hour FAX 410-822-5068 
BUSINESS HOURS 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.
CIRCULATION Subscription prices 38 for one year; 63 for two 
years; $76 for three years, MD residents please add 6% sales tax. 
Rates for subscriptions outside of United States, available upon 
request. To subscribe or to make address corrections call Megan 
at 410-822-3965 or FAX: 410-822-5068 or email circulation@
americanfarm.com. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The 
Delmarva Farmer, P.O. Box 2026, Easton, MD 21601.
Copyright® 2021 of advertising and editorial content by 
American Farm Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
NOTE: All advertising layouts and designs and portions of the same that 
are produced by American Farm Publications, Inc. are the sole property of 
American Farm Publications, Inc. and may not be reproduced in any form 
unless written authorization is obtained from the publisher. American 
Farm Publications, Inc. and The Delmarva Farmer is protected by federal 
copyright statute. No part of this newspaper may be reproduced or 
republished in any form or by any means without the explicit permission 
of the publisher. American Farm Publications, Inc. reserves the right to 
reject or cancel any advertisement at any time. The advertiser agrees 
that American Farm Publications shall not be held liable by reason of any 
error, omission and/or failure to insert an ad, or any part of an ad, beyond 
liability of the value of actual space occupied by the ad or item in which 
the error, omission and/or failure to insert occurred.

Letters are always accepted at The Delmarva Farmer, but please 
realize there’s no guarantee they’ll all be published. We reserve the 
right to edit submissions for brevity and clarity.

Send your comments to: Editor, The Delmarva Farmer, 
P.O. Box 2026, Easton, MD 21601, by fax to 410-822-5068 or

 e-mail editorial@americanfarm.com.

Letters welcome

A product of 
American Farm Publications, Inc.

Subscriptions
1 year (52 issues) $39. (Md. residents add $2.34 for sales tax)

2 years (104 issues) $65. (Md. residents add $3.90 for sales tax)
3 years (156 issues) $78. (Md. residents add $4.68 for sales tax)

Checks should be made payable to The Delmarva Farmer
Mastercard/Visa/Discover accepted. 
Foreign rates available upon request.

Address changes or corrections
Call, fax, e-mail or mail address changes to Circulation Depart-

ment. Enclose current address label please.
E-mail addresses: advertising@americanfarm.com; 

circulation@americanfarm.com; editorial@americanfarm.com.
Mailing address: P.O. Box 2026, Easton, Md. 21601-8925.

Telephone numbers
All departments: 410-822-3965 or toll-free 1-800-634-5021
Fax: 410-822-5068; Business hours: M-F, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Reader Services

 GUEST EDITORIAL

STATEMENT ON COLUMNS: The columnists’ views 
in this issue are their own and do not necessarily 

reflect those of The Delmarva Farmer.

The anti-GMO movement is gradually 
campaigning itself into irrelevance. 

Unfortunately, this positive trend has 
been slowed by public universities that pay 
activists exorbitant speaking fees to promote 
their questionable ideas — but one example 
of taxpayers subsidizing ideological advocacy 
with potentially serious consequences.

Once a cultural and political force to be 
reckoned with, the anti-GMO movement 
has lost control of the crop biotechnology 
narrative. Countries around the world 
continue to abandon their opposition to 
genetically engineered crops, including the 
United Kingdom, previously an activist 
stronghold as part of the European Union. 

High-profile environmental groups like the 
Union of Concerned Scientists and the Sierra 
Club have endorsed select GE applications, 
namely the plant-based Impossible Burger 
and a blight-resistant chestnut tree. In fact, 
much of the anti-GMO movement has 
migrated to developing countries, hoping to 
achieve more success than they’ve had in the 
United States.

While this is an encouraging trend, 
several influential public institutions are 
helping to keep this misguided activism 
on life support with your tax dollars. Any 
number of examples would suffice, but 
here we are thinking of universities that 
pay activists lots of money to lecture students 
about the supposed dangers of biotechnology.

No school should ever endorse 
demonstrably false ideas, but it’s a 
particularly egregious offense during a 
pandemic when the federal government 
argues that misinformation is “an imminent 
and insidious threat to our nation’s health.”

The latest example comes from a Sept. 
27 AgriPulse report: “The University of 
Missouri at Kansas City invited Vandana 
Shiva to speak on Oct. 7. According to a 
speaker booking website, her asking price for 
a lecture is a cool $100k. Let’s give UMKC 
the benefit of the doubt, and assume it got 
a deal. It is hard to imagine a price for this 
world-famous charlatan that gives good 
value.” Her speaking fees appear to range 
from $40,000 to $100,000 per lecture plus 
travel expenses. 

Sometimes called the “rock star” of 
the anti-GMO movement, Shiva has 
claimed that feeding animals GE soy can 
create “super-viruses” that spread to humans. 
Of course, this was a scheme planned by “the 
GM-chemical industry, the GM industry, and 
the pharmaceutical industry.” Shiva has also 
consistently opposed the use of GE crops 
in her native India, wrongly blaming the 
country’s past spike in farmer suicides on 

the technology. She has similarly objected 
to the free distribution of vitamin-A fortified 
Golden Rice, which could help prevent many 
thousands of children in the developing world 
from going blind each year. 

Each of these issues and their relationship 
to one another are worthy discussion topics 
at a public university. But someone who 
believes that industrial farming is the result 
of eco-apartheid, “our pretending to be 
separate from nature and from the Earth,” 
isn’t qualified to lead that discussion. For 
comparison, no public university would (or 
should) pay a young-earth creationist $40,000 
to speak about Darwinian evolution. The 
same logic should apply to Shiva’s ideas 
about modern agriculture, which are far 
outside the scientific mainstream.

Shiva should be allowed to speak; 
America’s growing acceptance of 
censorship is disconcerting. But that 
doesn’t mean public universities should 
pay her to promote her ideology. A debate 
between Shiva and a qualified scientist, 
however, would be an excellent educational 
opportunity. In 2020, for example, 
geneticist Alison Van Eenennaam attended 
and fact-checked one of Shiva’s lectures. 
What stopped the Missouri school from 
inviting Van Eenennaam or a scholar with 
similar expertise to counter Shiva’s ideas?  

Public universities aren’t the only 
taxpayer-funded institutions with a 
soft spot for science-free activism. 
Courts around the country continue 
to hear product liability cases against 
pesticide manufacturers, although there is 
no evidence that the chemicals in question 
cause the injuries the plaintiffs claim they 
cause. Intergovernmental organizations 
like the United Nations still endorse the 
precautionary principle, which has driven 
many countries to institute unnecessary crop 
biotechnology restrictions. And, in by far 
the strangest example, the Environmental 
Protection Agency and National Institute of 
Environmental Health Sciences have funded 
campaigns to encourage pregnant women to 
take up organic farming. 

The world is growing increasingly 
skeptical of Shiva’s ideology as its harmful 
effects become more obvious. But her bad 
ideas have been preserved beyond their 
expiration date thanks in part to institutions 
that are supposed to provide public goods like 
education, consumer safety and resolution of 
legal disputes. If we’re all so concerned about 
the dangerous spread of “misinformation,” 
let’s stop paying for it.

—American Council of Science and Health

At what price?At what price?
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The USDA is announcing a higher 
loan limit will be available for bor-
rowers seeking a guaranteed farm 
loan starting Oct. 1, from $1.776 
million to $1.825 million. 

“Farm loans are critical for our 
customers’ annual operating and 
family living expenses, emergency 
needs, and cash flow,” FSA Ad-
ministrator Zach Ducheneaux said. 
“Raising the guaranteed loan limit 
will allow FSA to better meet the fi-
nancial needs of producers as natural 
disasters and the pandemic continue 
to impact their operations.” 

FSA farm loans offer access to 
funding for a wide range of pro-
ducer needs, from securing land to 

financing the purchase of equipment. 
Guaranteed loans are financed and 
serviced by commercial lenders. 

FSA provides up to a 95-percent 
guarantee against possible financial 
loss of principal and interest. 

‘Guaranteed loans can be used for 
both farm ownership and operating 
purposes. 

In fiscal year 2021, FSA saw con-
tinued strong demand for guaranteed 
loans. 

The FSA obligated more than $3.4 
billion in guaranteed farm ownership 
and operating loans. 

This includes nearly $1.2 billion 
for beginning farmers. 

The number of guaranteed bor-
rowers has grown by 10 percent to 
more than 38,750 farmers and ranch-
ers over the last decade. 

FSA expects the increasing de-
mand for farm loans to continue into 
fiscal year 2022. 

Disaster Set-Aside Extension 
USDA has additional support 

available to producers given the 

As we see wetter weather patterns, 
Phytophthora blight caused by 
Phytophthora capsici (P. cap) is 
becoming a major limiting disease in 
watermelons. 

P. cap is not a fungi — it belongs 
to a group of organisms called 
oomycetes or water molds which are 
more closely related to algae than 
fungi. 

Oomycete specific fungicides help 
control this disease in other crops 
such as pickling cucumbers and lima 
beans. 

However, due to the nature of the 

plasticulture growing systems used in 
watermelons, with much of a field in 
impervious plastic, water collecting 

between the rows allows for the 
disease to proliferate and spread 
rapidly when multiple inch rainfalls 
occur. 

Watermelon fruit can become 
infected at any stage of maturity, 
either from direct contact with the soil 
or from splashing rain. 

Initially, symptoms will appear as 
small water-soaked areas that quickly 
enlarge and can become covered in 
sporangia in high humidity. 

Sporangia-covered lesions will 
have a gray to white appearance. 

The rot will develop rapidly until 

the fruit is completely collapsed.
P. capsici has two mating 

types (called A1 and A2) that are 
genetically distinct. 

When both mating types are 
present in one field, they mate to 
produce survival structures called 
oospores. 

Oospores can survive in the soil 
for many years and provide the initial 
inoculum for disease initiation when 
conditions become favorable. 

By DEREK SANDISON

(Editor’s note: Derek Sandison 
is the director of the Washington 
State Department of Agriculture. He 
also serves as NASDA Marketing 
and International Trade Committee 
chairperson and is the Agricul-
ture Trade Education Council’s 
vice-chairperson.)

State departments of agriculture 
operate on the front lines of U.S. 
export promotion — and for good 
reason. Food, agriculture and forest-
ry exports provide a vital source of 
income for Americans. 

Promoting agricultural and food 
products for export is a primary 
responsibility of state agriculture 
departments, in addition to opening 
new markets and ensuring trade 
agreements are implemented. 

In Washington state alone, we 
ship about a third of our agricultur-
al products to markets outside the 
United States, and with our state’s 
position on the Pacific Rim, it 
should be no surprise that countries 
in Asia have made up a large part of 
our international customer base. 

Given their proximity, Mexico 
and Canada are also natural and 
major customers for our agriculture 
industry.

But global trade is important to 
all of U.S. agriculture, including 
states with a smaller international 
footprint. 

Robust trade abroad gives the 
U.S. agriculture industry markets 
beyond local consumers. 

This not only provides more reve-
nue for those operations involved in 
exporting, but it also helps smaller 
operations by allowing them to focus 
on their local or domestic customers. 

Altogether, National Association 
of State Departments of Agricul-
ture members facilitate millions of 
dollars’ worth of agricultural exports 
in their states, totaling to $155.58 
billion nationwide and providing a 
$2 trillion impact on our economy.

In Washington, we dedicate an 
entire team to work with the food 
and agriculture community to 
develop markets and expand market 
access. 

See SANDISON
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Overseas trade a lifeline 
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Higher loan limit for USDA guaranteed loans
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I hear the frustration growers 
have with the USDA reports. 

However, I believe if you under-
stand the process, you will get more 
confident in them. 

They are far better than some 
analyst tooting from their desks pos-
itive thoughts you want to hear even 
though they have no data to support 
their toots. 

USDA analysts begin their supply 
and demand balance sheet in Feb-
ruary at the Ag Outlook conference 
in Washington with input from the 
trade. 

The balance sheet remains active 
until the following September when 
the crop should be used up once the 
balance sheet estimates are devel-
oped and recorded. 

The USDA then makes adjust-
ments in these estimates monthly as 
additional information is gathered 
and becomes available. 

The balance sheet is simply total 
supplies available minus usage 

equals ending inventory. 
The level of ending inventory is a 

barometer for price. 
When ending inventory increases 

price usually decreases. When end-
ing inventory decreases price tends 
to increase. Sounds simple, right?

In August, USDA received FSA 
acres numbers for the current crop. 
USDA used this new information 
and made an acre adjustment in 
the September Supply and Demand 
Report. 

In the Quarterly Grain Stocks 

Report released on Sept. 30, the 
USDA made a correction in the 
final 2020-21 crop budget and found 
higher ending stocks than previously 
estimated. 

Total supplies available is simply 
this year’s production plus last year’s 
carry forward. 

This increase in carry forward 
found in the quarterly stocks report 
caused an increase in total supplies 
available for the current crop year 
which drove prices down since there 
was not an adjustment in usage at 
that time. 

The October USDA Supply and 
Demand Report will be released on 
Oct. 12. 

On Oct. 7, analysts were looking 
for a 0.3-bushel decline in corn yield 
and a 0.5 increase for beans. 

At first glance, this looks posi-
tive for cost and negative for beans, 
right?

We must look beyond production 
and understand usage. 

This is probably the biggest 
weakness for most growers. 

They spend all their energy on 
production and seldom think about 
usage. 

In corn, usage includes: feed and 
residual, food, seeds, industrials, 
ethanol and by-products and exports. 

With a decline in ethanol and 
exports expected in this report, 
analysts are expecting an increase 
in ending stocks at this time which 
suggests lower prices. 

Ethanol usage is a real issue. 
According to Allendale, refiners 

are convinced there will be a reduc-
tion in corn for ethanol mandates 
from the Biden administration. 

In a report released on Oct. 6, 
entitled: “USDA Attache Update 
from Beijing Highlights Corn Import 
Variable” by Keith Good, Illinois, 
Good shared this: “FAS China 

The trick is understanding the USDA report process
GRAIN 

MARKETING

By JOHN HALL
Commodities Analyst

During a recent conversation at 
work, the topic of religion came up. 

A few people were in the room, 
but none had any idea that I was a 
deacon. 

One person shared that they try 
not to think about God very much 
because when they do, it “makes 
them realize how much hard work” 
they need to do in their life. 

The person continued, “So, it’s 
easier just to ignore God altogether.”

At that point, I could not hold my 
tongue (though I probably should 
have), and I had to interject. 

So I shared the story of Adam 
and Eve and explained how Adam’s 
first instinct was to hide when they 
realized they were guilty of sin. 

But, despite their efforts to con-
ceal their actions, God knew what 
had happened.

 In other words, there is no place 
to hide.

The presence of God at the time 
of Adam and Eve is still just as in-
tense with us today. 

We encounter God in Sacred 
Scripture, and the living Word has 
the power to “find us out,” just like 
God found Adam.

“The Word of God Is Living. In-
deed, the Word of God is living and 
active. Sharper than any two-edged 
sword, it pierces to the point where 
it divides soul and spirit, joints and 
marrow; it judges the thoughts and 
the intentions of the heart. Nothing 
in creation is hidden from his sight. 
Everything is uncovered and ex-
posed to the eyes of the one to whom 
we must all render an account.” 
(Hebrews 4:12-13)

The conversation in my office 
turned into a very positive experi-
ence. 

We all considered what things 
in our life we may have convinced 
ourselves are “hidden.” 

Is there something that perhaps 
you have hidden from yourself in 
an effort to hide it from God? If the 
answer is yes (or maybe), then there 
is something you can do.

First, stop hiding. Everything is 
uncovered and exposed with God. 

Being honest with ourselves is the 
first and most productive step. 

Next, take it straight to God in 
prayer. In your prayers, tell the Lord 
in straightforward language what it 
is you want to put down. 

Ask him to help you.
Growing in the faith can be hard 

work at times. 
That’s why some people find it 

easier to try and continue hiding in 
the garden of distraction. 

But, if you work at it, you can 
count on your progress being diffi-
cult. It will not come all at once, and 
your progress may not be sustained.

Whatever you will do, it starts 
with that first honest conversation 
between you and the Lord.

 This week, pray for the insight to 
see the things you may have hidden 
from yourself. 

Pray for honesty and courage in 
confronting the things that God al-
ready knows about you, and then ask 
him to help you improve in your part 
of the relationship.

And, in all things, may you glori-
fy the Lord by your life.

FAITH 
OF OUR 

FARMERS

By JOHN L. DAVIS
Deacon, Sacred Heart Catholic 

Church, Chestertown, Md.

See HALL
Page 21

It’s a rare honor to be named a 
MacArthur Foundation Fellow.

 In fact, in 40 years, only 1,061 
Americans have been awarded the 
title and the no-strings-attached 
stipend, this year a plush $625,000, 
commonly referred to as a “genius 
grant.”

Even more rare are MacArthur 
Fellows with ties to farming and 
food. 

Before this year, only 12, or one 
percent, of all grantees, have had any 
connection to agriculture.

On Sept. 28, Lisa Shulte Moore, 
a landscape ecologist at Iowa State 
University, became the 13th when 
the foundation recognized her for 
“working closely with farmers to 
build more sustainable and resilient 
agricultural systems.”

And that’s the key, it noted in 
honoring Shulte Moore. 

She “combines expertise on the 
environmental, economic and policy 
aspects of large-scale agriculture and 
food production with an ability to 
communicate practical information 
directly to landowners about ways to 
make their land both more produc-
tive and sustainable over time.”

Even more astonishing is that 
she’s doing this timely work in the 
very center of the crop monoculture 
universe, Iowa — a state that de-
funded the nation’s premier sustain-
able ag research effort, the Leopold 
Center for Sustainable Agriculture, 
in 2017. 

More recently, powerful farm 
groups have stymied efforts to 
strengthen the state’s oversight of 
water, fertilizer and manure runoff 
from farm fields.

Shulte Moore’s work, howev-

er, did not go unnoticed outside of 
Iowa. In 2020 she was awarded a 
$10 million federal grant to “develop 
new ways of turning biomass and 
manure” — both in hyper-abundance 
in Iowa — “into fuel.”

That effort is an outgrowth of 
a broader, longer-term project, 
STRIPS, or the Science-Based Trials 
of Rowcrops Integrated with Prairie 
Strips. 

And that’s exactly what it is; a 
program where strips of native prai-
rie perennials from 30 to 120 feet 
wide slow water flow across farmed 
fields.

With it, Shulte Moore and an 
interdisciplinary team of agrono-
mists, hydrologists, entomologists, 
statisticians and soil scientists “have 
shown that prairie strips reduce soil 
erosion by 96 percent and nitrogen 
and phosphorus runoff by 85 and 95 
percent respectively,” explained the 
MacArthur Foundation.

Equally important is that STRIPS 
“improves… crop success” and that 
“incorporating prairie strips is one 
of the least expensive agricultural 
conservation practices because they 
can be located on the least produc-

FOOD &
FARM 
FILE

By ALAN GUEBERT

Hey, genius, mind 
your own business

See GUEBERT
Page 14

Where are you hiding?
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See SWITCH 
Page 18

RIVERSIDE, Calif. — Scientists 
have figured out how plants respond to 
light and can flip this genetic switch to 
encourage food growth. The discovery 
could help increase food supply for an 
expanding population with shrinking 
opportunities for farming. The research 
on this genetic switch, led by UC Riv-
erside, has now been published in the 
journal Nature Communications.

Almost every aspect of plant growth 
and development is influenced by light. 
Plants are able to sense light, as well as 
temperature, with a protein called phy-
tochrome B. This protein conveys light 
information into the cell that changes 
the expression of genomes, altering 
plant growth. However, phytochrome 
B cannot interact directly with the 
plant’s DNA. For that, plant cells rely on 
a family of eight proteins called PIFs.

“The activity of these PIFs is direct-

Scientists 
can switch 
on plants’ 
light replyTHE MARYLAND VINEYARD/HOPS/ORCHARD PLANTING LOAN 

FUND was established by MARBIDCO to help meet the unique  
financing needs of Maryland’s rural landowners wanting to 
plant grapes (or other fruit with multi-year growing periods). 
The program offers tailored low-interest loans ranging from 
$10,000 to $100,000 to qualified applicants for activities di-
rectly related to the primary production.  The program also is 
offering reduced interest rates in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. This program is supported by the Maryland Wineries 
Association and the Maryland Grape Growers Association. 

Is Planting Grapes In Your 
Future – or How About Hops? 

Contact MARBIDCO to see if this or another one of our rural busi-
ness financial assistance programs can assist you! Call 

 (410) 267-6807, or visit our website at: www.marbidco.org. 
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in agriculture education, he taught 
high school agriculture for 32 years. 

Baxter was one of his students and 
said he had more stories than there 
was time to tell. Baxter said “Mr. 
Lawson” had encouraged him to go 
to the National FFA Convention and 
“made me into the leader I am.”

In 1971, Bob and his wife, Diana, 
formed RoDi Heritage Farms. They 
joined the Farm Bureau that same 
year. Their two sons, Todd and Cliff, 
are active in agriculture and on the 
family farm.

Todd earned a degree in agriculture 
business management from University 
of Delaware and has been involved in 
the Delaware State Fair. Todd and his 
wife, Stacy, have two children, Cooper 
and Grier.

Cliff earned a degree in agricul-
ture education from University of 
Delaware and became a high school 
ag teacher. He also serves as a Sus-
sex County Delegate for Delaware 
Farm Bureau. Cliff and his wife Meg 
have three children, Case, Mack and 
Maeve.

Bob also earned a master’s de-
gree in business administration from 
Wilmington University and then an 
honorary American FFA Degree in 
2019. 

He, Cliff and Meg are also involved 
in the Sussex Central Ruritan.

Now totaling 200 acres, RoDi Her-
itage Farms produces small grains on 
more than 1,000 acres throughout the 
Harbeson, Georgetown and Millsboro 
area and processes wood and mulch 
products at the homestead.

The farm has earned distinctions 

including Delaware Century Farm, 
Delaware Farm of Distinction and 
National Bicentennial Farm.

Accepting the award, Bob said, 
“the main reason I am here being 
honored are our five grandchildren. 
They will be involved from goats to 
combine. I want them to have a chance 
to keep on with the farm operation. 

Diana, my wife of 50 years, has been 
involved from Day 1 and that, it never 
would have happened.”

Steve Breeding, SCFB president, 
surprised some Farm Bureau leaders 
by tapping them to take over duties 

At its annual meeting Oct. 2, Sussex County Farm Bureau honored the Robert Lawson family of Harbeson as its Farm Family 
of the Year. Son Cliff and his wife, Meg, were out of state, but the rest of the family posed for photographs. From left are Todd 
Lawson and his wife, Stacy; granddaughters, Grier and Maeve; Robert and Diana Lawson; and grandsons, Case, Cooper and 
Mack.

Photo by Carol Kinsley

SCFB ...
Continued from Front Page

See SCFB
Page 15
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Meristem, 
Tidewater 
Seed state 
agreement

COLUMBUS, Ohio. — Meristem 
Crop Performance Group and Mary-
land-based Tidewater Seed recently 
announced a new strategic supply 
agreement to serve farmers in the 
Delmarva Peninsula, Pennsylvania 
and North Carolina.

Under the new relationship, the 
companies said the Meristem Crop 
Performance product line becomes a 
key component of Tidewater Seed’s 
new crop input offering and Tidewater 
becomes Meristem’s ally in helping 
farmers make the most of every dollar 
they spend on crop inputs.

Billy Simmons, Tidewater Seed’s 
owner and CEO, said his crew is 
building Tidewater Seed to “bring the 
very best corn and soybean genetics 
and trait packages to meet specific 
needs of farmers in the Delmarva and 
Mid-Atlantic.” 

He said adding the Meristem port-
folio as an opportunity to help grow-
ers improve the return on investment 
(ROI) for every client he serves.

“Meristem Crop Performance has 
that same attitude toward helping 
growers gain a better ROI,” he said. 
“Our alliance with them will enable us 
to help our growers make the most of 
every seed and every pass they make 
through the field – with high quality 
inputs at prices that help farmers make 
more money and keep more of what 
they earn.”

Tidewater Seed will now offer Mer-
istem’s product portfolio, including 
seed treatments, plant growth regula-
tors, drift control, water conditioners, 
surfactants, starter fertilizers, nitrogen 
stabilizers, micronutrients and foliar 
nutritionals. Of special interest is a line 
of biologicals Meristem is bringing to 
market, including Excavator, a new 
biological designed to break down 
tough crop residue.

“The Eastern Shore and Mid-Atlan-
tic is full of outstanding crop produc-
ers and we’re excited to be able to join 
with Billy Simmons and his team to 
serve them,” said Mitch Eviston, Meri-
stem Founder and CEO, in announcing 
the agreement. “Simmons and the 
Tidewater Seed group have built a sol-
id business all about serving farmers 
with top-notch seed, knowledge and 
insight. It’s a quality operation and we 
look forward to working with them to 
serve more farmers.”

As a 40-year industry veteran, 
Simmons said he understands farm-
ers want broad choices in genetics 
and innovative technology to achieve 
the best results for their own acres. 
“Adding Meristem’s product line to 
our own tailor-made seed lines will 
bring more opportunities for our farm-
er-customers.”

Legacy Equipment 
Consulting LLC 

 Chestertown, MD

  (443) 206-1236

Quality Used Equipment

For more information call MIKE 
KERN or to see a list of our 
inventory, visit our website.

2013 CASE 330, 22 FT  TRUE-TAN-
DOM V/TILL 19” BLADES AND REAR 
HITCH

Financing available through 
Farm Credit Express

2013 JOHN DEERE 6150R, 1995 HRS, IVT 
TRANSMISSION, 3 REMOTES, AUTO-
TRAC GUIDANCE,  AUTO STEER READY, 
380/85R-46 DUALS, 380/85R-34 FRONT, 
HAS HLA 4000 12FT SNOW BLADE

JOHN DEERE 4240 W/158 LOADER, 
RECENT HYD REBUILD, NEW TIRES,  
SEAT, RUNS GREAT, VERY CLEAN 
OPERATOR AREA,  7550 HOURS

2008 CASE IH 2577 COMBINE, 2343 
ENGINE HOURS, 1700 SEPARATOR 
HOURS, 4WD EXCELLENT RUBBER 
30.5X32, VERY WELL MAINTAINED

2006 CASE 621D RUBBER TIRE 
LOADER, 3006HRS.,AIR RIDE SEAT,
SINGLE LEVER JOYSTICK W/FNR THUMB 
SWITCH,ADS QUICK ATTACH W/3YD.,-
BUCKET & PALLET FORKS, LIMITED F & 
R AXLES, NEW PAINT-TIRES-BRAKES

1999 JOHN DEERE 8100
540 1000 PTO  UNIVERSAL AUTO TRAC 

LESS SCREEN AND GLOBE
 6040 HOURS…

Visit our show room for a full listing 
LegacyEquipmentSales.net

1984 JOHN DEERE 8650,  4WD, 3PT 
HITCH, PTO,  3 REMOTES, 9040 
HOURS,  NICE MACHINE,  2 OWNER,  
VERY WELL TAKEN CARE OF

DMI 2500 7 SHANK FOLDING RIPPER,  
1 1/4 SHANKS WITH WING TEETH

2005 CASE MX285,  4974 HOURS, 
FRONT DUALS, FRESH TIRES, AUTO 
STEER READY, FRONT SUSPENSION,  
5 REMOTES,  FIELD READY

JOHN DEERE 4455 POWER SHIFT 
18.4X42 W/AXLE DUALS  3 REMOTES 
UNIVERSAL AUTO TRAC LESS 
SCREEN AND GLOBE  LIKE NEW CAB 
IN COMES WITH 740 LOADER W/2 
FUNCTION JOY STICK CONTROL

1994 AGCO ALLIS 9675 175 PTO HP 
POWER SHIFT 480/42, 380/85R-30,  
7633 HOURS,  ENGINE REBUILT 4500 
HOURS, 3 REMOTES WITH POWER BE-
YOND COUPLERS,  NEW FRONT TIRES

CASE IH 9390 4WD TRACTOR, 425 
HP, 6051 HOURS, 4 REMOTES,  

GOOD RUBBER
WELL MAINTAINED

JOHN DEERE 4840, 10132 HOURS,  
POWER SHIFT,  2 REMOTES, 
 RECENT TRANS OVERHAUL

2015 PETERBILT 389,  572100 MILES, 
72” SLEEPER,  13 SPEED,  PACCAR 
455 HP,  AIR DISK BRAKES 5TH 
WHEEL, 220 GAL FUEL CAPACITY, 
NEW FRONT TIRES, 25,000 MILES ON 
REAR TIRES
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Rathke to be at 
sheep shearing 
school slated 
for November

By JANE W. GRAHAM
AFP Correspondent

RAPHINE, Va. — A three-day 
sheep shearing school taught by an 
internationally-known sheep shearer 
is being held at the Shenandoah Valley 
Agricultural Research and Extension 
Center this fall.

Doug Rathke, U.S. National Cham-
pion Sheep Shearer, will teach the 
classes Nov 12,-14. 

He has been a leader in the world of 
shearing since 1988 when he became 
the first American to receive the Gold 
Seal of Shearing Excellence from New 
Zealand Wools, at that time the pre-
mier trainer of sheep shearers in New 
Zealand.

Over the years, Rathke has taught 
hundreds of shearing schools and 
trained over 2,500 people to shear 
sheep. 

He has represented the U.S. Shear-
ing Team for the Golden Shearers 
World Sheep Shearing Championships 
seven times between 1996 and 2019. 

Rathke is currently serving as a 
U.S. representative to the Golden 
Seep Shearers World Sheep Shearing 
Council.

This Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion class will be limited to 20 people 
so early sign-up is important. Tuition 
for the three-day event is $225. 

Participants must bring their own 
shearing machine and blades.

The sponsors cautioned that par-
ticipants need to be physically fit as 
shearing requires bending and lifting 
sheep, noting a person should be able 
to lift at least 50 pounds. 

The school is not recommended 
for anyone with chronic back pain or 
spinal injury. 

Those participating are advised to 
engage in some light to moderate ex-
ercise in the weeks prior to the school. 

Extension agent Tom Stanley is the 
contact person for the event. He can be 
reached by voice or text at 540-588-
0241 or e-mail at stanleyt@vt.edu. 

MONROVIA, Md. — The Mary-
land Agriculture Council began 
awarding educational grants to or-
ganizations in 2001, for the purpose 
of expanding its mission to promote 
Maryland agriculture. 

Hundreds of applications have 
been received through the years with 
outstanding creative and unique pro-
grams being done on a local level. 

Applications for this year are due 
Oct. 30.

“We are always excited to recog-
nize and reward the tremendous ag-

riculture education programs that are 
taking place in Maryland,” said Chuck 
Schuster, MAC Grants Chairperson. 
“This program fulfills our mission 
and highlights the importance of these 
grassroots efforts.”

The grant program guidelines and 
application can be found at www.
mdagcouncil.com or requested from 
Chuck Schuster at cfs@umd.edu. 

Grant winners will be announced 
during the Taste of Maryland Agricul-
ture on Feb. 3, at the event’s new loca-
tion, Live! Casino & Hotel Maryland 

at Arundel Mills in Hanover.
In order to fund the grant program, 

the Council has established an account 
within the Maryland Agricultural Ed-
ucation Foundation for tax-deductible 
contributions to support the Maryland 
Agriculture Council Educational 
Grants program.

“A large number of exceptional ap-
plications for new outreach programs 
are received each year and we would 
like to assist those grassroots efforts,” 
Schuster said. “Please consider giving 
to this important cause.”

Checks should be made payable to 
MAEF, with the designation of MAC 
Grant Fund in the note section, and 
can be mailed to MAEF, P.0. Box 536, 
Havre de Grace, MD 21078. 

Contributions can also be made 
online at www.maefonline.com.

The mission of the Maryland Ag-
riculture Council, Inc., is to promote 
Maryland Agriculture and to educate 
the public on its importance. 

See GRANTS
Page 18

Applications open for Md. Ag Council educational grants



 12            October 12, 2021, The Delmarva Farmer

MOSCOW, Idaho — The Univer-
sity of Delaware’s Rodrigo Vargas 
is a co-principal investigator on a 
new $18.9 million National Science 
Foundation grant to study soil at 
depths greater than anywhere else in 
the world. The grant is part of a NSF 
investment in mid-scale research 
infrastructure for a new Deep Soil 
Ecotron facility to be built at Univer-
sity of Idaho. 

“This facility will allow us to look 
deeper into the soil using state-of-the-
art instrumentation under experimen-
tal settings,” said Vargas, professor of 
ecosystem ecology and environmental 
change. “The Deep Soil Ecotron will 
shed light on understanding how or-
ganisms and ecosystem processes of 
deep soils respond to global environ-
mental change.”

Vargas and his collaborators will 
conduct experiments on columns of 
soil up to three meters deep (about 10 
feet). Currently, to study soils, scien-
tists often dig pits, which destroys the 
soil systems as they are uncovered. 
Also, most research involves just the 
top 30 centimeters (roughly one foot) 
of soil.

“So, basically, we are scratching 
the surface of the soil,” added Vargas. 
“There is a lot to be learned by going 
deeper.”

Michael Strickland, a University of 
Idaho associate professor of microbial 
ecology, is involved in the project.

“Deep soils are probably one of 
the last research frontiers,” Strickland 
said. “Soils are inherently important 
to life on the planet from support-
ing plants to driving processes like 
carbon and nutrient cycling, but a lot 
of research has been focused on the 

Taking a 
look deeper 

into soil
Delaware’s Vargas to 

build cutting-edge tools 
for studying soils with 
new Deep Soil Ecotron

CHAMPAGNE, Ill. — Cementing 
waterhemp’s reputation as a hard-to-
kill weed in corn and soybean pro-
duction systems, University of Illinois 
researchers have now documented the 
weed deviating from standard detoxi-
fication strategies to resist an herbicide 
that has never been commercialized.

The chemical in question, syncarpic 
acid-3 (SA3), is the great-great grandfa-
ther of the HPPD-inhibiting herbicide 
Callisto. 

SA3 has never been used in corn 
because it has the rather unfortunate 

effect of killing the crop along with 
the weeds. 

Corn can tolerate Callisto and other 
herbicides because it has a robust de-
toxification system to neutralize and 
cordon off the harmful chemical. But 
corn’s neutralizing systems don’t work 
on SA3.

Weeds like waterhemp typically 
evolve detoxification systems that 
mimic corn’s.

 That’s why it’s especially surprising 
that HPPD-resistant waterhemp can 
detoxify SA3.

“This is probably the first known 
example where waterhemp has evolved 
a detox mechanism that a crop doesn’t 
have. It’s using a completely different 
mechanism, adding to the complexity 
of controlling this weed,” says Dean 
Riechers, professor in the Department 
of Crop Sciences at U of I and co-author 
on a new study in New Phytologist.

The discovery means waterhemp 
could theoretically be resistant to new 
herbicide products before they even hit 
the shelves.

“We’ve always known metabolic 

resistance is dangerous because it could 
confer resistance to a yet-to-be-discov-
ered herbicide. We’ve just shown that 
this is a reality,” Riechers says. “Com-
panies don’t want to invest 10-15 years 
in developing a new herbicide, patent 
and release it, and find it doesn’t work 
on day one. Our research reinforces 
that we need to rely more on non-chem-
ical control methods and make sure 
weeds don’t go to seed.”

Waterhemp weed goes off script to resist herbicides

See WATERHEMP
Page 19

See ECOTRON
Page 22

Call your account Call your account 
executive today.....executive today.....

1-800-634-50211-800-634-5021
www.americanfarm.comwww.americanfarm.com

You won’t want to miss advertising in our 

Ag Finance
Special Section!

This section will be 
inserted into 

The Delmarva Farmer on 
Oct. 26th and is sure to 

be a must read.

Estate Planning
Tax Preparation

Financing for 
New Construction 

or Expansion
These are just a few of the topics you 

might expect to see in this supplement!

Hurry, the advertising 
deadline is Oct. 20th
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BLACKSBURG, Va. — A pair 
of grants awarded by the National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture to 
Virginia Tech and Virginia Cooper-
ative Extension will help tackle two 
of agriculture’s greatest threats: pests 
and weeds.

A one-year, $210,000 grant will 
support the Virginia Extension Imple-
mentation Program — a project that 
will explore the use of integrated pest 
management, which is better known 
as IPM.

Daniel Frank, director of Virginia 
Tech Pesticide Programs, is the grant’s 
principal investigator.

“Major commodity sectors ad-
dressed in this project include both field 
and greenhouse/nursery crops, which 
when combined comprise nearly one-
third of Virginia’s farm cash receipts,” 

Frank said. “Despite the value and 
growth of these and other commodity 
sectors, significant pest management 
challenges threaten the profitability and 
sustainability of Virginia agriculture. 

“Problems with a diverse and ev-
er-changing array of invasive and na-
tive pests pose a continuing challenge, 
and educational programs are needed to 
shift growers away from prophylactic 
use of pesticides and toward adoption 
of IPM.”

Activities planned for this fall sur-
rounding the project include:

• Creating a digital media library to 
support Extension programming;

• Expanding current pest manage-
ment guides into digital formats;

Two new grants will address 
major threats of pests, weeds 
to Va.’s agriculture industry

Johnson ...
Continued from Page 5

Disease will almost always begin 
in low spots of fields or in areas that 
do not drain readily such as row 
middles. 

When contaminated soils are 
saturated for several hours P. capsici 
will form structures called sporangia. 
Sporangia contain asexual, swimming 
zoospores that are released into the 
saturated soil in wet conditions. Once 
they find a host plant, zoospores can 
germinate and infect any plant part, 
but in the case of watermelons, fruits 
become readily infected.

Oospores are spread from field 
to field in infested soil adhering to 
machinery or humans. Zoospores are 
spread primarily splashing water from 
rain, or water running through fields 
during rain events. 

As stated before, Oomycete 
specific chemicals will not fully 
control P. cap in watermelons. 

This is because once the fruit sets 
on the ground, the chemicals cannot 
reach that part of the fruit. Research 
has also shown that applications 
through the drip system are not 
effective at controlling the fruit rot 
phase of the disease. 

Continue foliar applications and 
start at first fruit set. 

On a positive note, resistance to 
P. cap has been found in watermelon 
germplasm and breeding lines 
have been released from the USDA 
research program in Charleston S.C. 
However, it will take several years to 
get this resistance into commercial 
varieties.

Growers therefore must also 
use cultural controls to manage 
this disease. Practice long rotations 
in fields with a history of P. cap 
infections. 

Plant non-host crops such as corn, 

small grains, soybeans, or brassicas 
in these fields for at least three years 
(four to fivey ears would be ideal). 

Remember that P. cap also infects 
tomato, pepper, eggplant, cucumbers, 
squash, pumpkins, melons, lima 
beans, snap beans and a number 
of weeds such as purslane, black 
nightshade, and Carolina geranium. 

Avoid introducing Phytophthora 
into uninfected fields. After working 
in Phytophthora-infested soil, wash 
soil from equipment. Always work in 
clean fields before working in infested 
fields.

Phytophthora requires saturated 
soils for infection. Use methods 
to encourage drainage and avoid 
prolonged soil saturation. 

Break up hardpans and encourage 
drainage by using a sub-soiling tool in 
row middles. 

Do this pre-planting and as needed 
during the season. Make sure water 
can flow out of the field. Create 
breaks in raised beds and clear away 
soil at the ends of rows to prevent 
damming. 

Leave windbreak stubble between 
each row to reduce splash dispersal of 
inoculum. Inoculum can move rapidly 
across plastic mulch and bare soil. 
Shape row middles in a V pattern so 
that water drains to the middle.

Limit impervious surfaces (plastic 
mulch covered area). Use narrow 
width plastic mulch in high, dome-
shaped raised beds of at least 9 inches 
and increase width between rows.

Use systems that leave plant 
residue or cover in the row middles. 
Consider mulch based no-till systems 
for later plantings that do not use 
plastic mulch. 

Use every row rye windbreaks 
that are planted early to give the most 
mulch after rolling in the growing 
season. Consider living mulch row 
middles. 

We are experimenting with 
ladino clover row middles that stay 
throughout the season.

See THREATS
Page 15
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Guebert ...
Continued from Page 6

tive, and thus less profitable, parts of 
a field.”

Researchers can make this state-
ment with confidence because the 
program now includes 11,735 acres 
of prairie strips protecting 112,707 
cropped acres in 11 states.

As widespread as that might 
sound — and it is wonderfully 
widespread for any on-farm research 
program — it’s a flea compared to 
the elephantine acres of corn and 
soybeans, a collective 180 million, in 
the U.S. this year (Iowa holds 10 per-
cent of that) with little, if any, runoff 
mitigation on any of it.

Which gets to the bigger question 
innovative researchers like Shulte 

Moore and others throughout the 
Land Grant system face: Why aren’t 
field-proven solutions that address 
today’s biggest ag woes, like nutrient 
run-off, promoted by farm policy 
leaders as necessary, smart, long-
term investments in sustainable food 
production?

The plain answer is that our ped-
al-to-the-metal food system rarely 
pays farmers and ranchers to do the 
cheaper-in-the-long-run right thing 
and often pays them to do the more-
profitable-in-the-short-run wrong 
thing.

Even our federal farm programs 
focus on fixing problems after they 
occur, not before; programs like fed-
eral crop insurance, the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program, the Environ-
mental Quality Incentive Program, 
the Market Facilitation Program, and 
soon, on-farm carbon sequestration.

And should your research anger 

or contradict any Big Ag dogma — 
or worse, any farm or commodity 
group — well, it’s good-bye Land 
Grant perch, hello windowless lab 
purgatory.

We seem impervious to the clar-
ifying truth that our relentless focus 
on the bottom line is dragging us to 
the bottom. 

Worse, we have the people and 
talent to make a difference, maybe 
even the critical difference, to slow 
or even stop the slide.

What we don’t have a lot of is 
time.

* * *
(Editor’s note: Readers are 

invited to reach Alan Guebert at 
agcomm@farmandfoodfile.com 
or write us at editorial@ameri-
canfarm.com. Mr. Guebert’s views 
are his own and do not necessarily 
reflect those of American Farm 
Publications.)

Our International Marketing 
Program consists of trade specialists 
based in Washington and contracted 
trade experts based in key markets 
who help companies become export 
ready, clear up red tape for agri-
culture businesses that are already 
exporting, organize trade missions 
and address trade difficulties that 
may arise. 

By assisting agriculture and food 
operations expand their exports, this 
team generates revenues that ulti-
mately benefits our state’s bottom 
line, too. 

But recent years have been chal-
lenging for agriculture, and especial-
ly for those commodities that depend 
on exports. 

Trade disputes caused some 
disruptions in the market, and just as 
the agriculture industry began to ad-
just, the COVID-19 pandemic struck 
bringing with it a host of disruptions 
that continue presently.

One of the many casualties of the 
pandemic were the in-person trade 
missions that are such a hallmark of 
developing export markets. 

In Washington, our team had to 
pivot and, like so many others, push 
the capacities of the virtual meeting. 

Trade missions are international 

excursions that allow the United 
States to explore and pursue export 
opportunities by meeting directly 
with potential buyers in other coun-
tries.

In trade missions I have par-
ticipated in, we’ve been joined by 
organized groups of farmers, our 
Governor’s Office, USDA Foreign 
Agriculture Service, our State 
Regional Trade Group, our state’s 
Department of Commerce and other 
business organizations. 

In my four years as agriculture 
secretary for Washington State, I’ve 
participated in several trade mis-
sions abroad, visiting countries in 
Asia, Europe, Central America and 
Mexico.

With famers, state agriculture de-
partments, national governments and 
businesses all together, we’re able to 
have conversations about the market, 
local consumer preferences and how 
Washington state commodities can 
meet buyers’ needs.

The pandemic forced us to orga-
nize virtual trade missions, which 
brought about new challenges and 
opportunities. 

In Washington we conducted our 
first “virtual trade mission” in June 
of 2020. 

By now, virtual meetings are 
commonplace, but last summer, it 
still felt novel to host a virtual event 
such as this. 

Since then, our International 
Marketing Program has conducted 

more than 25 virtual trade missions 
and trade shows, many in collabora-
tion with other state departments of 
agriculture and WUSATA.

Even in-person events rarely re-
sult in immediate sales agreements. 
Such agreements usually take time. 

What trade missions do best is 
provide the basis for new business 
relationships, or an opportunity to 
maintain existing relationships. 

Washington food and ag business-
es have expressed appreciation that 
we are providing opportunities to do 
this virtually until travel restrictions 
are lifted, and we are pleased to see 
on-going correspondence between 
the parties involved.

While we have continued to do 
what we can to support ag export 
businesses virtually, we hope that 
soon there will be a return to in-per-
son trade missions. 

Trade is built on relationships, 
and relationships must be developed 
and maintained in-person to flour-
ish.

The value of robust export 
markets for our agriculture indus-
try cannot be overstated. It’s good 
for our farmers and ranchers, the 
food industry and our economy as a 
whole. 

Knowing this, we ardently work 
to promote trading relationships 
that helps ensure the prosperity of 
agriculture. 

I hope to see you on a future trade 
mission.

Sandison ...
Continued from Page 5

DUGSPUR, Va.  —  Virginia might 
not be known for its mushrooms, but 
they’re becoming increasingly popular 
as more growers and consumers ven-
ture into the world of fungi.

According to the USDA’s 2017 Cen-
sus of Agriculture, 41 Virginia farms 
grow mushrooms, accounting for about 
$761,000 in sales. While that’s a tiny 
portion of Virginia’s overall agricul-
tural portfolio, farmers like Matthew 
Reiss of Gnomestead Hollow Farm and 
Forage in Carroll County are working 
to encourage more interest.

“It’s gained a lot of traction,” Reiss 
said. “A lot more people are growing. A 
lot more people are foraging, especially 
since the pandemic. Mushroom culture 
is thriving.”

Depending on the season, Reiss 
grows anywhere from five to 15 mush-
room varieties he sells at farmers’ 
markets and to retail stores in Floyd, 
Roanoke, Blacksburg and Winston-Sa-
lem, N.C. He also has a solid restau-
rant clientele, and noted people enjoy 
mushrooms’ variety of unique, earthy 
flavors.

“People think ‘earthy’ tastes like 
dirt, but it doesn’t,” he said. “Some 
have this really nice, deep umami 
flavor like the shiitake. Oysters have 
a delicate, nutty flavor that intensifies 
when you sauté or roast them.”

Lion’s mane, with their slight sea-
food essence, work well for faux crab 
cakes. Reishi mushrooms, Reiss said, 
are bitter and are sometimes made into 
teas with ginger and honey.

Paul and Katie Schofield’s Schofield 
Farm in Dinwiddie County is one of the 
largest mushroom-growing operations 

in Virginia. The couple raises and 
harvests around 600 pounds of mush-
rooms each week — oysters, shiitake, 
lion’s mane and maitake — that they 
sell to farmers markets, Community 
Supported Agriculture farms and 
restaurants around Richmond and Co-
lonial Heights.

Paul Schofield explained that when 
growing mushrooms, “you need the 
right humidity and temperature range. 
Blue oysters like it cooler. Shiitake like 
it a little bit warmer. Lion’s mane likes 
it kind of cool, but not cold.”

Virginia growers putting mushrooms on the map
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Threats ...
Continued from Page 13

• Showcasing IPM for the red im-
ported fire ant;

• Conducting on-farm demonstra-
tions of IPM and pest management 
tools in agronomic and specialty crops;

• Promoting pollinator health 
through the creation of Virginia Bee 
Cooperators; and

• Providing support for pest diag-
nostic facilities.

The second grant, at a total of al-
most $325,000, will support a farmer 
cooperative and on-farm research and 
Extension project called “Turning the 
Combine From a Weed Seed Spreader 
into a Weed Seed Predator.”

Michael Flessner, associate pro-
fessor and Extension weed science 
specialist, is the grant’s principal in-
vestigator.

“In response to farmers’ needs and 
growing issues of herbicide resistance, 
my lab has been looking into managing 
weed seeds at harvest in Virginia for 
over five years,” Flessner said. “Our 
preliminary research into weed seed 
retention at crop harvest, modeling the 
weed seedbank, and preliminary on-
farm research indicate that so-called 
harvest weed seed control holds tre-
mendous potential for management of 
some of our most troublesome weeds 
in soybean and wheat. I’m excited to 
continue this research by examining 
state-of-the-art harvest weed seed 
control technology called seed impact 
mills.”

Over the next three years, Virginia 
Tech will be teaming up with research-
ers from Louisiana State University 
Agricultural Center, Texas A&M 
University, North Carolina State Uni-
versity, the University of Delaware, 
USDA-Agricultural Research Service, 
and the University of Arizona to exam-
ine how effective seed impact mills are 
at killing weeds seeds during harvest, 
how many weed seeds make it to the 
mill in commercial combines, and what 
the operating costs are to farmers.

“I greatly appreciate the support of 
this research effort to date from the 
Virginia Soybean and Small Grains 
Boards, an integrated, collaborative 
grant from the Colleges of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences at Virginia Tech and 
NC State University, and USDA ARS 
Areawide Project Funds,” Flessner 
said.

during the evening so that he could 
hurry to Dover to see his father, Ron 
Breeding, inducted into the 4-H Hall 
of Fame. Laura Hill, first vice pres-
ident of the state Farm Bureau, took 
over emcee duties, explaining, “I had 
no notice.”

Guy Phillips, former SCFB pres-
ident, was asked to introduce the 
recipient of the Distinguished Service 
to Agriculture Award, Debbie Absher, 
director of ag programs for Sussex 

Conservation District.
Absher began her career with 

Southern States 
and has been 
with SCD for 
31 years. 

T he re  she 
o f t e n  f i n d s 
creat ive ave-
nues to expand 
conser vat ion 
efforts through 
the soil health 
initiative, con-
servation cost share/cover crop fi-
nancial assistance program and other 
opportunities, Phillips said.

“Her passion is to help farmers 

help the land by providing them with 
technical and financial resources 
needed to implement best manage-
ment practices…,” according to the 
Farm Bureau. “She was instrumental 
in bringing the Air Seeder to Sussex 
County and was involved in starting 
the Envirothon Competition in Dela-
ware.”

Absher organized the 2020 and 
2021 Delmarva Soil Summits and 
recruited the six NACD Soil Health 
Champions in Delaware, the most of 
any state in the Northeast —  and all of 
them from Sussex County, including 
Phillips and Baxter.

Absher is involved in several com-
mittees, including the Chesapeake 

Bay Interagency Work Group, the 
Nonpoint Source Pollution Program 
Advisory Group, the Tax Ditch Mod-
ernization Work Group and the State 
Technical Advisory Committee.

Absher said she had been “blown 
away” when she heard she was the 
recipient and she “appreciated so much 
being recognized by this group.”

Representing Sussex County Coun-
cil, Mark Schaeffer read a resolution 
declaring Oct. 2 “a day to honor” 
Absher’s achievements.

Scholarships in the amount of $250 
were presented to Edward Yu, Nathan 
Loucks and Caleb Murphy. Megan 
Moriarty received a Women’s Com-
mittee scholarship for $1,000.

SCFB ...
Continued from Page 9

Debbie Absher

visit STINESEED.COM
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EXPERIENCE
Nobody has delivered more new high-yielding Enlist E3® 
genetics to the marketplace than Stine. That means you 
can count on your local Stine representative to provide you 
with the product knowledge and seed genetics to maximize 
profits on every acre of soybeans you plant.

MORE NEW ELITE GENETICS FASTER. 

NEIGHBOR-FRIENDLY WEED CONTROL. 

EXCEPTIONAL YIELD AND VALUE.

Partner with the undisputed leader in  
Enlist E3® soybean genetics.

Introducing the Stine® Seed app.  
The path to higher yields is now at your fingertips.

 Pennsylvania 
Pine Creek Seed Farm 570-559-6949

Keystone Group Ag Seeds 888-825-5088
Joe Anchor 570-490-1049

Charlie Bomgardner 717-507-1927
Mark Hershey Seed, Craig Heistand 717-673-2896

 New Jersey
Tom Allen 609-760-8991 

Delmarva
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GROWING SEED GROWING SEED 
JUST FOR JUST FOR 

YOU!YOU!

NEW VARIETIES NEW VARIETIES 
FOR 2022...FOR 2022...

A4759 -109 RDM (Dries down like 107 RDM)A4759 -109 RDM (Dries down like 107 RDM)
A1060 - 110 RDM A1060 - 110 RDM ‘GREEN GENE’‘GREEN GENE’

A2362 -112 RDM  •  A3363 -113 RDMA2362 -112 RDM  •  A3363 -113 RDM
A7168 -118 RDMA7168 -118 RDM

540-886-6055  |  540-886-6055  |  www.augustaseed.comwww.augustaseed.com

AUGUSTA AUGUSTA 
SEEDSEED
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SEEDSEED

Call Blight Busters!Call Blight Busters!
PLANT AUGUSTA PLANT AUGUSTA 

‘GREEN GENE’‘GREEN GENE’  GENETICS!! GENETICS!!   
A4565, A5264, A5566, A5465, A4565, A5264, A5566, A5465, 

A1059, A1060 AND A9967A1059, A1060 AND A9967

The ‘GREEN GENE’‘GREEN GENE’ worked last year, 
it will work again next year!
Where are you going to go when blight 
comes for you?

“The new A9967 “The new A9967 
‘GREEN GENE’‘GREEN GENE’ did  did 
a great job for me!”a great job for me!”

Floyd Childress Floyd Childress 
Christiansburg, VAChristiansburg, VA

AUGUSTA SEED
540-886-6055 - www.augustaseed.com

“I was very impressed with “I was very impressed with 
my Augusta 9967 this year. It my Augusta 9967 this year. It 
averaged 35 tons to the acre averaged 35 tons to the acre 
irrigated, which is some of the irrigated, which is some of the 
highest tonnage I have ever highest tonnage I have ever 
made.” made.” 

Hugh TownsendHugh Townsend
Manquin, VAManquin, VA

“I have planted the Augusta 9967 for “I have planted the Augusta 9967 for 
several years now and it has been one several years now and it has been one 
of my most consistent silage varieties. of my most consistent silage varieties. 
This year it averaged over 20+ tons to This year it averaged over 20+ tons to 
the acre and picked over 175 bushels the acre and picked over 175 bushels 
to the acre.”to the acre.”

Carroll Goodman Carroll Goodman 
Statesville, NC Statesville, NC 
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ly controlled by phytochrome,” said 
lead study author and UCR botany 
professor Meng Chen. In addition to 
controlling the amount of PIFs that 
accumulate in plant cells, the scientists 
have learned that when phytochrome 
B is activated by light, it inhibits the 
activity of the PIFs.

“PIFS are like chefs in a restaurant. 
You can regulate the number of them. 
Get rid of half, for example and you 
reduce the restaurant’s productivity,” 

Chen explained. “Alternatively, you 
could keep all chefs — in our case, 
PIFs — but tie up their hands. 

That could also slow down their 
work the same as getting rid of half of 
them. That’s what we’re saying.”

The scientists also found another 
key component of plants’ light re-
sponse. PIFs have two parts; one part 
that binds to genes, and one that ac-
tivates the genes, which tell the plant 
to perform different functions such as 
growing or flowering. This study found 
the precise location of these activator 
regions — the first time this has been 
done in plant cells. To find this activa-
tion region, Chen’s team chopped the 
protein into many small pieces. Then, 

they examined whether any of the 
pieces were able to activate genes and 
found that one of them was. 

For more detail, the scientists then 
changed the amino acids on a PIF, 
where they believed the activator re-
gion to reside, and observed how the 
plant responded. This allowed them to 
be sure where the gene activator region 
is located as well as how it is built.

“This approach allowed us to sur-
prisingly recognize the similarities 
between this part of the PIF in plants 
and a tumor-suppressing protein in 
humans,” Chen said. In fact, Chen said 
the basic gene activation mechanisms 
in plant, yeast, and animal cells bear 
remarkable similarities to one another.

“Plants, animals, and fungi (like 
baker’s yeast) all evolved from a com-
mon ancestor,” Chen said. “Genetic in-
formation in DNA converts to RNA to 
protein, and that basic function is con-
served through these gene activators 
across three kingdoms of life, before 
plants, animals and fungi diverged.”

In this case, the discovery could 
allow scientists to turn light and tem-
perature-related genes on and off to 
benefit crop growers.

Part of the strategy to increase crop 
yields is to grow more plants per acre 
of land. Currently, if you place crops 
too close together, plants can “see” the 
competing neighbors through their 
shade. 

Switch ...
Continued from Page 8

recent outbreaks of the COVID-19 
Delta variant and has extended the 
availability of COVID-19 Disas-
ter Set-Aside for installments due 
through Jan. 31, 2022. 

In addition, FSA will permit a 
second DSA for COVID-19 and a 
second DSA for natural disasters for 
those who had an initial COVID-19 
DSA. 

Requests for a COVID-19 DSA or 
a second DSA must be received no 
later than May 1, 2022. 

Bohon ...
Continued from Page 5

The council is committed to ensur-
ing and promoting a viable agriculture 
industry in Maryland under the lead-
ership of a board of directors repre-
senting the broad scope of agriculture. 

Strategies for reaching those goals 
are through legislative communication 
(Taste of MD Agriculture & legislative 
visits), the grant program, marketing, 
and promotion.

For more information, contact 
Susan G. Summers at ssummers@
comcast.net or go to www.mdagcoun-
cil.com.

Grants ...
Continued from Page 11

U-pick pumpkin patch at Coverly Farm 
in Amelia County, echoed Williams’ 
sentiments, saying he’s also had a good 
season.

“It’s been a good year,” said Harvie, 
an Amelia County Farm Bureau mem-
ber. “The rain came at the right time, 
and it looks like we’ve got a good stand 
of pumpkins this year.”

Harvie grows about nine different 
types of pumpkins on 4 acres, including 
the popular Jack-O-Lantern variety. He 
also grows unique all-white pumpkins, 
gourds and smaller orange and white 
pumpkin varieties.

He said this is the fifth year his farm 
has had a U-pick patch. He also oper-
ates a corn maze and offers hay rides 
and other fun activities for families.

Pumpkin ...
Continued from Page 2
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Day one of the conference offers either a morning visit to the 345-acre research and education farm on Stewart Neck Road in 
Princess Anne for demonstrations on alternative crop production or a tour of the UMES orchard and small ruminant farm on 
the main campus.

Photo courtesy Todd Dudek

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — The Mary-
land Board of Public Works approved 
12 new Maryland Agricultural Pres-
ervation Foundation easements at its 
recent board meeting. 

These easements will permanently 
preserve an additional 1,483 acres of 
prime farmland in Allegany, Baltimore, 
Caroline, Charles, Dorchester, Fred-

erick, Queen Anne’s, and Worcester 
counties for an investment of more than 
$5.3 million in state and local funding.

“Keeping farming viable in Mary-
land starts with preserving valuable 
farmland,” said Agriculture Secretary 
Joe Bartenfelder. “Fortunately, Mary-
land has one of the most successful ag-
ricultural land preservation programs 

in the country. Thanks to the easements 
approved today, 12 more farm families 
will be able to continue their legacy of 
providing food, fuel, and fiber to the 
region.”

The Maryland Board of Public 
Works is comprised of Governor Larry 
Hogan, Treasurer Nancy K. Kopp, and 
Comptroller Peter Franchot . View a 

list of the MALPF easements broken 
down by county that were approved at 
the Board of Public Works meeting on 
the Maryland Department of Agricul-
ture’s website. 

These newly approved easements 
will help the state meet its goal of 
preserving over 1 million acres of 
productive agricultural land by 2030. 

Md. preserves 12 working farms, 1,500 acres of other land

UMES schedules 18th annual Small 
Farm Conference to be on Nov. 5-6
PRINCESS ANNE, Md. — Univer-

sity of Maryland Eastern Shore Ex-
tension is setting the stage for its 18th 
annual Small Farm Conference—a 
premier event for agricultural stake-
holders in the Mid-Atlantic. 

This year’s production is slated for 
Nov. 5-6 and features demonstrations 
on UMES’ Research and Education 
Farm, bus tours to private farms near-
by, workshops, vendor exhibits and 
knowledgeable guest speakers.

“Like many events, the Small Farm 
Conference was forced to a virtual 
format last year due to the pandem-
ic,” said Berran Rogers, coordinator 
of UMES Extension’s Small Farm 
Program. “We are fortunate that 
circumstances have allowed for an 
in-person experience this year with the 
appropriate safety protocols in place.” 

Indoor sessions will be limited to 
25 people, bus tours will be limited 
to 50 people and masks and social 
distancing will be required.

Day one of the conference offers 

either a morning visit to the 345-acre 
research and education farm on Stew-
art Neck Road in Princess Anne for 
demonstrations on alternative crop 
production or a tour of the UMES 
orchard and small ruminant farm on 
the main campus, Rogers said. 

A bus tour of area farms, including 
Wood Duck Landing Farm, Chester-
field Heirlooms, Coops to-Co-ops and 
the community of San Domingo fills 
out the afternoon.

Saturday is power-packed with a 
keynote luncheon featuring USDA’s 
Senior Advisor for Racial Equity Dr. 
Dewayne Goldman, a pre-luncheon 
exhibit hall and a selection of morn-
ing sessions, including, “Strategizing 
Farm Business to Meet Consumer 
Buying Trends, “Farm Labor Man-
agement,” “The Power of Aronia” 
and “Reducing Cross-contamination 
between Animals and Produce.” Par-
ticipants in the afternoon can choose 
from one of two training clinics that 
are new to the line-up this year; a grant 

writing workshop for farmers and a 
value-added workshop.

“We are excited to have Tanya 
Murray, a farm viability specialist 
with Oregon Tilth in Portland, joining 
our conference virtually to present a 
seminar titled, ‘Know Your Cost to 
Grow,’ to help farmers make more 
informed decisions about pricing, 
crop mix, distribution channels and 
operations,” Rogers said. “This along 
with the other offerings, we hope, 
will provide for an informative and 
enjoyable experience for this year’s 
participants.”

On Friday, Nov. 5, is from 9 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 6, is 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

The cost is $60 general admission, 
which includes both days or $35 for 
one day, not including a nominal fee 
for registration. 

To register, visit www.umes.edu/
SANS/Events/. For more information, 
contact blrogers@umes.edu or call 
410-621-5450.

Riechers and postdoctoral associate 
Crystal Concepcion traced the bio-
chemical reactions inside resistant wa-
terhemp plants when treated with SA3.

Detoxification of herbicides and 
other toxic compounds usually happens 
in distinct phases. 

The first involves a group of en-
zymes known as p450s that remove 
electrons from toxic compounds, 
making them less reactive inside plant 
cells. But in resistant waterhemp, the 
opposite happened: electrons were 
added to SA3 molecules.

Phase-two enzymes known as GSTs 
are normally not activated for Callisto 
because p450s get the job done so 
quickly and efficiently in corn. But 
for SA3, GSTs did the heavy lifting of 
detoxification.

“Along with the removal of a water 
molecule in the first phase, the addi-
tion of those electrons prepared the 
phase-two GST enzymes to detoxify 
SA3,” Concepcion says. “It’s surprising 
because not only did the phase-one 
reactions not proceed as expected, we 
didn’t even anticipate GSTs to be in-
volved for this class of herbicides. We 
don’t see corn preparing chemicals for 
attack by GSTs. This is very, very rare 
for herbicides.”

Riechers says this deviation from 
standard biochemical detoxification 
patterns represents something truly 
novel and potentially damaging for crop 
producers. “It’s definitely challenging,” 
he says.

The research group is on a roll with 
unexpected findings.

Scientists have known for years 
that corn, soybeans, and sorghum use 
GSTs to metabolize S-metolachlor, a 
soil-applied herbicide offering residual 
weed control. Therefore, they assumed 
waterhemp used the same mechanism 
to detoxify the chemical. But in a 
recent paper, published in Plant and 
Cell Physiology, Riechers’ research 
team documented another example of 
waterhemp going off script.

“In this case, we were thinking it 
was GSTs all the way. But the data told 
us otherwise. The metabolomics ap-
proach we took informed us that GSTs 
aren’t the main mechanism to detoxify 
S-metolachlor in resistant waterhemp. 
It’s actually p450s,” Riechers says.

Last year, Riechers worked with 
former doctoral student Seth Strom, 
extension weed scientist and crop 
sciences professor Aaron Hager, and 
others to show waterhemp employs 
both p450s and GSTs in detoxifying 
Group 15 herbicides. 

Waterhemp ...
Continued from Page 12
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ward Arnold, worked in heavy equip-
ment and construction but had an 
agronomy degree from Rutgers and 
a penchant for farm tractors. In 1967, 
Bob was 11, and his father, seeing his 
son needed something to focus on, 
worked out a deal with a neighbor to 
rent a half-acre to grow sweet corn and 
sell it by the dozen along the roadside. 

“I think he recognized that I was 
a bit of a drifter, but I think he also 
wanted to do it for himself,” Arnold 
said. “The whole project was also sort 
of therapy for my father. I was enthu-
siastic because I loved mechanics and 
all the equipment. I was on board.”

On the success of the first year, 
the father-son team planted an acre 
the next year, selling corn for $0.75 a 
dozen. But later that year, Bob’s father, 
who he called his “guiding light” died 
and the sweet corn project dissolved.

“He was my strength,” Bob said. “I 
adored my father.”

Arnold moved on to start a land-
scaping business while he was in high 
school. He said the money was pretty 
good — good enough to pay cash for 
a new truck to go to his graduation — 
but he wasn’t attached to that work like 
he was growing corn. 

Arnold said he tried college – three 
times, a different school each time – 
but it didn’t work out. 

“I wasn’t disciplined,” he said, not-
ing his interests were far and wide and 
would easily distract him from class 
and school work. “I probably thought 
I knew more than the teachers.”

After the third try, his mom told 
him, “There’s two things you need, a 
job and a place to live, because you’re 
out.”

Before long he sold the landscaping 
business and bought a John Deere 
3020 tractor, admitting “I didn’t know 
what I was going to do with it.”

Arnold said a seminal moment to 
his farming career came while driving 
through South Jersey and he stopped 
at a field of squash. He vividly remem-
bers walking up and down the rows 
and studying the plants intently. 

“I remember thinking, ‘I really like 
this, I could do this,” he said. 

Though no longer an official stu-
dent, Arnold could still get into the 
Cook College library at Rutgers read-
ing soil science books and anything he 
thought would help him.

“I looked like a student,” he said 
with a shrug. “I made good use of 
that library.”

Arnold said he was “terribly shy” 

growing up and farming served as a 
refuge for him.

“It allowed me to retreat and kind 
of hide from things.”

Farming for Arnold got a jumpstart 
when he connected with a landowner 
and developer in Summit, N.J., west of 
New York City, who needed someone 
to farm some of his land to keep the 
state’s Farmland Assessment benefit 
until it was developed.

Arnold started there in 1976 and 
soon added several other estates in 
Morris County’s aff luent Harding 
Township, eventually reaching 40 
acres of crops, selling retail and 
wholesale. 

“The people were very kind to me,” 
he said of the landowners, many of 
whom he gleaned advice and business 
knowledge. “Throughout my life, I’ve 
been very fortunate.”

Arnold also picked up truck driv-
ing and other jobs during the winter 
adding more learning opportunities. 

Looking back at those years, Ar-
nold smiles, recalling the raft of mis-
takes he made as a new farmer, but 
said he could make up for them by 
buying from the wholesale markets in 
New York and retailing the produce at 
his stand.

“We were horrible farmers, even 
with all the books I read,” Arnold 
said. “But I made enough money that 
I could afford my mistakes and learn 
how to farm. You could make mistakes 
back then and still make money. You 
can’t do that today.”

Arnold continued farming the 
Harding Township estates for anoth-
er decade, improving all along and 
in 1985, purchased a 70-acre farm 
in Long Valley, N.J. from Henry 
Schubert, who is a vegetable grow-
er Arnold met through the Newark 
Farmers’ Market who would become 

a huge mentor.
“That was a farmer’s farmer,” Ar-

nold said of Schubert. “He was a re-
markable farmer, he taught me a lot.”

Arnold only kept the farm for three 
years before putting it in the state’s 
farmland preservation program and 
selling it to a nursery crop grower.

“I didn’t want to see it developed,” 
he said. “It was just too beautiful of 
a farm.”

The sale allowed him to purchase 
a larger farm on Maryland’s Eastern 
Shore, an area he marveled at as a 
child when passing through to North 
Carolina for vacations. 

“I just liked the Shore,” he said. “I 
knew I was going to live there.”

In 1988, Arnold moved the opera-
tion to Queen Anne’s County, between 
Chestertown and Crumpton. 

His first year on the Maryland 
farm, living in a barn during an ex-
tremely hot summer, was anything 
but a vacation. The soil was much 
different than that of Long Valley and 
Harding Township. He had to adjust 
to different needs in fertilizer and 
irrigation, too.

“That first year I lost so much mon-
ey,” he said. “It took about three years 
before we felt comfortable about what 
we were doing.”

Arnold Farms grew to about 400 
acres, wholesaling to Giant Foods for 
much of the 1990s along with many 
other wholesale and retail outlets. 

In moving to Maryland, he gave 
up the retail stand he had in Harding 
Township but kept a second one going 
that he started in Gillette, N.J.  

A crew of about 40 workers har-
vesting and packing kept everything 
humming along.

“It was crazy,” he said. “This place 
was 24-7.”

But after about 20 years, that pace 

eventually ran its course on Arnold 
and on the land, he said. There wasn’t 
a clear path to keep expanding in acre-
age and Arnold said their productivity 
in the soil was dropping. 

“We’d gotten to a point where we 
were adding inputs, namely fertilizer, 
and weren’t getting as much out of 
it,” he said. 

At about the same time, Arnold 
said he was on a hiking trip in the 
Grand Canyon with his brother when 
he remembered the promise he made 
to himself years ago that he would 
farm until he was 50 and then em-
brace the drifter lifestyle, exploring 
and traveling. He was 53 at that point. 

“That was going to be my second 
life,” he said. 

Instead of dropping farming com-
pletely, Arnold scaled back, retooled 
his operation and makes more time to 
travel and pursue other interests.

He gave up land he was renting and 
leasing all but about 50 acres of his 
owned land to another farmer growing 
no-till grain. Arnold’s operation now 
is split about equally between retail 
and wholesale acres, maintaining a 
wide mix of vegetable crops and flow-
ers and drilling down on improving 
his soil. 

Arnold expanded the farm’s use 
of cover crops, focusing on planting 
dates and crop blends for more benefit 
and managing high phosphorus soils 
with less commercial inputs. 

“It’s not an easy thing but I think 
we’re slowly slowly getting there,” he 
said. “Now, it’s more the challenge of 
growing it and making perfect crops.

“Soil health is critical to our food 
security as a nation,” he added. “The 
next problem in agriculture is the lack 
of diversity, its effect on different 
species. It’s going to be a big issue.”

Arnold sees agriculture’s future 
as blending organic and conventional 
principles to fit a specific situation.

“We need to take the best things 
from the two and work to find solu-
tions,” he said, and that includes deal-
ing with a changing climate. For a lot 
of his crops, Arnold started a raised-
bed system to guard against flooding 
and large rain events. 

Now, when October nears its end, 
the drifter in Arnold comes out and 
he heads for a new adventure, be it in 
the black dirt areas of North Carolina, 
Utah or South America’s Patagonia re-
gion. And after that, the next growing 
season at Arnold farms will provide 
another adventure of its own.

“There’s a lot to be learned yet,” 
Arnold said. “I knew that I would 
never master agriculture and I can 
safely say that I haven’t mastered it. 
There will always be something to 
figure out.”

Bob Arnold looks over one of the year’s last plantings of sweet corn on his farm.

Photo by Sean Clougherty

Arnold ...
Continued from Front Page

The decisions have yielded a num-
ber of benefits on the farm, including 
topsoil preservation. They also harvest 
their cover crops as feed for dairy. 

Laura and Roland Hill Jr. at Deer-
field Farm employ no-till farming 
across their corn and soybean acreage, 

part of a sprawling 1,800-acre poultry 
and grain operation. 

The farm also grows vegetables. 
All of it helps the farm utilize its own 
poultry litter, reducing the need for 
synthetic fertilizer. Kwasnik also points 
out the farm’s underground drip irriga-
tion system, which conserves water and 
reduces weed populations by targeting 
crops at the root. 

The documentary focuses on its 
farms’ experiences with soil health. 

Kwasnik shot the film over three 

trips and 24 days in the summer of 2019. 
The project’s editing and post-produc-
tion efforts — much of it completed at 
home during the height of the pandemic 
— lasted an entire year. There was 74 
hours of raw footage. The enormity of 
it surprised Kwasnik. 

“‘Ignorance is bliss’ defines every-
thing. I didn’t know how big of a project 
I was getting into, which is probably 
good,” she said. “It’s been very chal-
lenging. I’m really glad I did it.” 

The film’s release is still under 

discussion, she said. It could be avail-
able this spring. She hopes it exposes 
viewers to farmers who prioritize the 
soil and the environment. 

“We have farmers that care about 
the environment. We have farmers that 
care about climate change right now,” 
she said. “Hopefully that can inspire 
more farms to take on those practices.” 

And while the Delmarva region 
leads the nation, it has plenty of room 
to improve, she said: Just over half of 
Maryland’s cropland acres are no-till.

Film ...
Continued from Page 2
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expects domestic corn prices to fall 
over the next year, stock building 
to moderate, and demand to soften 
as imported corn held in reserves 
and other stocks finally enters the 
market.” 

Why? China has a problem. Hog 
prices are collapsing placing a real 
burden on feed “corn” prices. 

In soybeans, usage includes: 
Crushing, Exports, Seed, and Resid-
ual. 

We know exports have been slow. 
With an increase in yields expected, 
and a decrease in usage (exports) 
analysts are expecting an increase in 
ending stocks in the October report. 

On a positive note, this past 
week it was suggested that soy oil 
may have an increased demand for 
energy. 

It would appear at this time, that 
soy oil is following heating oil up in 
price as the United States is becom-
ing energy dependent once again. 

I want to continue sharing the 
facts about Brazil. 

I strongly believe we must under-
stand our markets and understand 
our competition. 

Last week I shared some facts 

about Brazil. I want to credit Joanna 
Colussi, a Phd student at Illinois for 
her slides used in a presentation en-
titled “Brazil and the United States” 
found at farmdocs.

This land use slide above really 
caught my attention. 

I have thought for several years 
that Brazil was bull-dozing their rain 

forests to increase acreage. 
According to Colussi, Brazil is 

claiming pastureland for crop pro-
duction. Wow!

According to Colussi, converting 
pastureland to cropland will allow a 
71-percent increase in grain produc-
tion in the next decade. Wow Again!

(Note: I research material from 

Allendale, DTN, USDA, University 
Land Grants and other credible 
sources in compiling this article. It 
is not merely my opinion, but rather 
a consensus of experts in the trade. 
Looking for a marketing coach or 
someone to discuss strategies with? 
Contact me at jehgrain@gmail.com, 
or call 410-708-8781.)

LONDON — By decoding honey-
bees’ waggle dances, which tell other 
bees where to find food, researchers 
have found that bees in agricultural ar-
eas travel further for food than those in 
urban areas. The findings are published 
in the British Ecological Society’s Jour-
nal of Applied Ecology.

In the study, researchers at Royal 
Holloway University and Virginia Tech 
decoded 2827 waggle dances across 20 
western honeybee colonies in London 
and surrounding agricultural areas. 
The information conveyed in the danc-
es told the researchers that foraging trip 
distances were consistently shorter in 
urban areas compared to agricultural 
areas.

The researchers calculated that bees 
in urban areas had an average foraging 

distance of 492 metres, compared to 
bees in agricultural areas that had 
an average foraging distance of 743 
metres.

They also found no significant dif-
ference in the amount of sugar collected 
by the urban and rural bees, indicating 
that the longer foraging distances in 
rural areas were not driven by far 
away, nectar rich resources and that 
urban areas provided honeybees with 
consistently more available food.

Professor Elli Leadbeater of Royal 
Holloway University and author of the 
study said: “Our findings support the 
idea that cities are hotspots for social 
bees, with gardens providing diverse, 
plentiful and reliable forage resources. 
In agricultural areas, it is likely harder 
for honeybees to find food, so they have 

to go further before they find enough to 
bring back to the hive.”

The researchers warn that because 
urban areas constitute a small percent-
age of total land cover, they are unlikely 
to be sufficient to support bee popula-
tions across a landscape dominated by 
intensive agriculture.

Professor Leadbeater said: “Con-
servation efforts should be directed 
towards increasing the amount of 
non-crop flowers in agricultural ar-
eas, such as wildflower strips. This 
would increase the consistency of 
forage available across the season and 
landscape as well as minimize bees’ 
reliance on small numbers of seasonal 
flowering crops.”

There are several challenges in as-
sessing and comparing floral resources 

in different habitat types. For instance, 
large areas need to be surveyed to get a 
good picture of flower species richness 
and in cities it is almost impossible to 
access land in private gardens.

“In this study, we overcame the 
hurdles of assessing floral resources 
by getting the bees themselves to tell 
us where to find food.” Said Professor 
Leadbeater. “Calculating the distance 
to forage indicated by the waggle 
dances provides a real-time picture of 
current forage availability, from the 
bees’ own perspective.”

The waggle dance is unique to hon-
eybees and is used to communicate the 
location of floral resources to the hive. 

Dance reveals bees in rural areas travel farther for food

See DANCE
Page 23
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I love the night the darker the 
better. 

I would have made a great night 
watchman or werewolf. 

A lot of people fear the night and 
are called noctiphobiacs. 

Thomas Edison was the most 
famous one and maybe that was his 
motivation to invent the light bulb. 

It’s said he failed more than 1,000 
times before he finally got the light 
right. 

He must have really needed a 
nightlight. 

Unlike Indians who were said 
never to travel at night, it’s always 
been my favorite time to travel. 

For 40 years, I drove a minimum 
of 50,000 miles a year going to cattle 
auctions and I’ve driven to 48 states 
— and would have made 49 had 
there been a decent bridge to Hawaii. 

I wore out a car every three years 
and drove six straight Oldsmobile 
Cutlasses into the ground to the point 
they were burning more oil than 
gasoline. 

I also liked Lincoln Town Cars but 
they were tanks and had the turning 
radius of an ocean liner. 

Plus, I believe you should never 

buy a car you can’t push to the gas 
station. 

I have owned only one vehicle 
that wasn’t American made and I 
was embarrassed about it so I wasn’t 
that sad when I went out to the 
garage one day and it wasn’t there. 

I called the finance company to 
report it missing but it turned out 
they were the ones who took it.

See, I come by my love of the 

Nightcrawlers

IT’S THE 
PITTS

By LEE PITTS

I’ve got a mule deer hangin’ on 
my wall from northern New Mexico 
so I could relate to Rafael’s story.

He had joined two of his cousins 
for a deer hunting trip near Cuba, 
N.M., where his uncle had a cabin. 

They arrived late and missed the 
first day because cousin Dee Dee 
was going through changes in her 
life. 

To be fair, Dee Dee was a good 
hunter so her ditsy behavior was 
unexpected.

Rafael had agreed to guide, cook 
and pack. He was up at 5 am getting 
the cook stove ready, the firewood 
gathered and making a racket. 

By 5:30 he could hear Dee Dee 
getting ready. A waft of something 
floral floated from her room. 

A sugary sweet lilac scent filled 
the cabin and made his coffee taste 
funny!

“What the heck are you doing?” 
he asked.

“Putting on lotion,” she answered. 
“Women of a certain age need to 
protect their skin.”

He knew she was recently di-
vorced and maybe she was trying to 
be more desirable. 

That could explain her mood 
swings. He tried to be understand-
ing.

They left the cabin at 6:30 a.m. 
Rafael knew the better hunting 

areas, so he led.
 In his backpack he stuck in a bot-

tle of water, a skinning knife, twine 

and trail mix for himself. 
The rest of his backpack carried 

her essentials; Sugarless Gatorade, 
cookies, sardines, crackers, smoked 
oysters, aspirin, Alka-Seltzer, tooth-
paste, toothbrush, energy bars, pea-
nut butter, hair brush, half a canta-
loupe, matches, Steno, clean T-shirt 
and socks, binoculars, extra ammo, 
GPS, 2-way radio and TP. All this in 
spite of the fact that he had casually 
reminded her that they planned to be 
back to the cabin by Beer:30.

By 10 am they had picked a blind 
along a well-traveled trail. 

In a short time they heard a small 
herd of cows coming their way. 

They had been handled and were 
not spooked by the humans. Bringin’ 
up drag was a big red-brown Beef 
Master bull. 

He sniffed the air and cautiously 
walked toward our hunters. 

Dee Dee got itchy.
“Just don’t move,” whispered 

Rafael, “Don’t be aggressive and he 
won’t hurt you.”

They stood like Easter Island stat-
ues as Big Red walked up to Rafael 
and took a mighty whiff! 

Then he stepped to Dee Dee. 
“Hold still,” she heard Rafael say. 

She froze in fear, her eyeballs 
about to pop out. 

Big Red stretched out his huge 
neck, ran out his big ol’ slobbery 
tongue and licked Dee Dee across 
the mouth!

Epilogue: The bull ran over 
Rafael trying to escape Dee Dee’s 
screaming! Rafael went down, 
smashing the cantaloupe in his back-
pack trying to escape! And Dee Dee 
hung her pant leg upside down on a 
barb wire fence trying to get away! 
Finally they managed to evade a 
swarm of bees by dousing Dee Dee 
with toothpaste and the sugarless 
Gatorade mix. It came off like stuc-
co.

ON THE 
EDGE OF 

COMMON 
SENSE

By BAXTER BLACK

Deer hunting cow lick
See PITTS
Page 23

Ecotron ...
Continued from Page 12

surface. This facility would enable us 
to better understand those processes 
at depth.” 

When complete, the Deep Soil 
Ecotron will contain as many as 24 
“eco-units” — huge columns used to 
study soil cores complete with above-
ground plants and below-ground or-
ganisms such as insects and microbes. 

Researchers will be able to con-
trol a range of variables including 
temperature, water and exposure to 
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse 
gases. The ecotron will be housed at 
Idaho’s JW Martin Laboratory with 
renovation expected to start in spring 
2022. 

Only 13 facilities of this type ex-
ist in the world with most located in 
Europe. 

None go to the soil depths of this 
ecotron, giving scientists greater 
ability to monitor and manipulate the 
eco-units for controlled experiments. 

Co-lead investigator Zachary Kay-
ler, who has conducted experiments at 
the ecotron in France, said the Univer-
sity of Idaho Deep Soil Ecotron will 
be a resource not only for the region 
but for scientists across the country 
and around the world. 

“This facility will represent a huge 
leap forward in our understanding of 
soil and terrestrial ecosystems — on 
the level of space and deep ocean ex-
ploration after similar investments,” 
said Kayler, a University of Idaho as-
sistant professor of biogeochemistry. 
“We’re facing times of uncertainty. 

We don’t know where the climate 
trends are going and can’t prepare 
using past knowledge. This facility 
will allow us to perform experiments 
which will help us plan for those fu-
ture environmental conditions.”

Studies conducted at the ecotron 
will improve understanding of how 
deep soil organisms react to unprec-
edented conditions, how soil systems 
respond to agricultural practices and 
how well they sequester carbon. 

The eco-units will also be used to 
develop sensors to monitor deep soils 
in the field.

“We need to find a way that not 
only reduces contamination but re-
duces illnesses. Our policies must 
be grounded in the best available 
science, but we should also consider 
experimenting with new, innovative 
approaches.

“I would like to see us leverage 
recent microbiological advances that 
enable more in-depth characterization 
of Salmonella strains to help us refine 
our criteria for Salmonella control. 

“We have much more advanced 
tools to measure and characterize 
Salmonella than were available in 
mid-1990s when we first set perfor-
mance standards. We should be using 
these tools as part of our verification 
strategy.”

Eskin wants to control Salmonella 
throughout the entire poultry supply 
chain. 

She acknowledged FSIS does not 
have direct regulatory authority on the 
farm but “we are thinking about ways 
we can factor in the use of preharvest 
intervention at the point where FSIS 
jurisdiction begins. 

“We know most Salmonella con-
tamination enters the facility with 

the birds and the more you can reduce 
contamination at point of slaughter, 
the less contamination and cross-con-
tamination you’re going to have to 
deal with in the establishment. There 
is more Salmonella contamination in 
chicken parts than in chicken carcass-
es and more in comminuted chicken 
than in chicken parts,” Eskin said. 

“Ultimately, FSIS would like to 
establish a framework for Salmonella 
control that better meets our current 
goal but can still respond to future 
needs. Long-term, we need standards 
that are flexible enough to react in real 
time to changes in the industry and 
scientific advances,” she said.

She stressed, “Moving forward on 

this front will require collaboration 
and an on-going dialogue between in-
dustry, consumer groups, researchers 
and the agency. I strongly ask that you 
all get involved. 

“We have so much to learn from 
you. We need to understand what 
works and doesn’t and we need to 
come up with policy and standards 
that achieve our goals.” 

Prior to her USDA appointment, 
Eskin spent more than a decade as 
project director for food safety at The 
Pew Charitable Trusts.

The national meeting, organized by 
the Delmarva Chicken Association, 
was held at the Clarion Resort Fon-
tainebleau Hotel.

Eskin ...
Continued from Page 2
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For dates of Oct. 1-7

High and low temperatures are reported in degrees measured in Fahrenheit. 
Precipitation measurements are reported in inches fallen for the given week.

 WEATHER WATCHERS

(Key: Reports, in order, are: High temperature; Low temperature; and Rain total for the week)(Key: Reports, in order, are: High temperature; Low temperature; and Rain total for the week)

Andy Highland
New Midway, Md.
No Report

MAEF Headquarters
Havre de Grace
79, 50, 0.05

Bill Grantham
Kearneysville, W.Va.
85, 44, 0.02

Kathy Ostrowski-Morris
Churchton, Md.
No Report

Bruce Bradley
Huntingtown, Md.
78, 53, 0.89

Richard Colburn
Cambridge, Md.
84, 49, trace

Kevin George
Easton, Md.
85, 50, trace

Henry Bergfelter
Vernon, Del.
88, 44, 0.10

Allen Beachy
Lincoln, Del.
90, 42, 0.60

 2021 PHOTO CONTEST ENTRY

Next reports due oN 
Friday, oct. 15 (by 10 a.m.).

Send ag-related photos to The Delmarva Farmer Photo Contest, Attn: “DF PHOTO CONTEST 
2021” P.O. Box 2026 Easton, MD 21601, or e-mail them to editorial@americanfarm.com. (in 
a .JPG or .EPS format) with “DF PHOTO CONTEST 2021” in the subject line. Please identify 
people and animals in photos, and include photographer’s name and where photos were taken. 
Winner will be chosen at the end of the year and receive a $100 check in a child’s name of his/
her choice. 

Brothers Haydon Turowski, 5, and Hollen Turowski, 2, try their hand at 
blending in at a farm in Queenstown, Md.

(Photo courtesy Hannah Turowski)

Dance ...
Continued from Page 21

Pitts ...
Continued from Page 22

night honestly. 
My father was a long haul “semi” 

driver, which makes it sound like he 
was only part truck driver. 

I spent many a night in my father’s 
KW, or Kenworth for you laymen. 

Unlike my old man, I never had 
to rely on those little white pills or 
strong coffee to stay awake. 

One 32-ounce glass of fast-food 
iced tea and I was good for 500 miles 
and it’s quite possible it was my 
bladder that kept me awake.

One reason I drove so much at 
night was I hated staying at motels 
and I’d drive all night to get home 
rather than stay in one. 

After my stroke five years ago 
I had to quit driving and I haven’t 
stayed in a motel since then. 

Had I known the joy of staying 
at home I might have stroked out 
earlier.

I even slept in my car during the 
gas “crises” rather than sleep under 
another man’s covers. 

Yes, youngsters, there was a time 
in this country when we couldn’t 
get fossil fuel and anyone who lived 
through it will tell you it was an 
awful time in this country and the 
long lines to get gas wrapped around 
several blocks. 

So good luck with the Green New 
Deal and getting rid of all fossil fuel. 

I hope you have a reliable heater in 
your hybrid because it can get mighty 
cold at four in the morning sleeping 
in your car. 

I liked the lack of motor homes 
and cops on the road at night. I 
collected tickets in practically every 
western state because I was too cheap 
to buy a “fuzz buster.”

My most memorable ticket 
occurred in Buena Vista, Colorado, 
at 3 in the morning when I blew 
through the sleepy town going 20 
miles faster than the speed limit. 

The cop was shaking like a belly 
dancer’s castanets because it was 
the first ticket he’d ever given and I 
practically had to write it for him.

I also liked the camaraderie I felt 
with the truckers at night — and 
I loved stopping at truck stops, 
checking out all the neat stuff in their 
stores, and gassing up on chili beans 
at the counter with my fellow road 
agents. 

I never had a CB radio but instead 
listened to trucker-radio which 
consisted mostly of UFO sightings, 
conspiracy theories and questionable 
financial advice.

I like to think that driving at night 
was kinda like the old days when 
cowboys would take turns riding 
around the bedded bovines, singing 
bawdy songs to them to keep them 
from stampeding. 

I was a traveling man, a “cowboy 
of the road” and I liked the thought 
that I was still working when most 
people were still asleep. 

I miss midnight and every once in 
awhile I’ll get up just to howl with 
the coyotes to remind myself that the 
best time of day is night. 

When a honeybee returns to the hive 
with food, instead of immediately 
leaving to forage again, they will 
repeat a figure of eight movement on 
the honeycomb. The duration of the 
central run of this dance tells other 
bees how far to fly, and the angle tells 
them which direction to take.

In the study the researchers re-
corded a total of 2827 waggle dances 
between April and September 2017, 
across 20 sites: 10 in central London 
to represent urban land and 10 in 
agricultural land in Kent, Surrey and 
the other home counties. They then 
decoded these dances and mapped out 
where the bees had been.

They also collected data on the 
sugar concentration from forages by 
collecting 10 returning bees on each 
hive visit and inducing regurgitation 
of collected nectar. This allowed the 
researchers to test their assumption 
that longer foraging trips reflected a 
dearth of available forage rather than 
the existence of distant but high-qual-
ity resources.

Because the study focussed on 
honeybees, which are domesticated 
and are not threatened, the researchers 
warn that the findings will not apply 
to all bee species. Professor Leadbeat-
er said: “While we can potentially 
extrapolate our results to some wild 
bees, such as generalist bumblebee 
species, our results should not be used 
to imply that this pattern will hold for 
all bee species. 
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AUCTIONS

WEEKLY BASIS - OCTOBER 8  

Commodity Price Basis

Scoular - Windsor, VA 
Soybeans $12.79 22.00

Laurel Grain Company - Laurel, DE
Corn   $5.61       25.00
Soybeans $11.97    -60.00
Wheat                  $6.84      -60.00

Smithfield Grain- East - Waverly, VA
Corn  $5.76 40.00
Milo/Sorghum     $5.86      50.00

Triple-M-Farms - Lebanon, PA
Corn  $5.76       40.00
Soybeans $11.87  . -70.00

Commodity Price Basis

Kalmbach Feeds - Shippensburg, PA
Corn  $5.66        30.00

Associated Grain, Inc. - Exmore, VA
Corn  $5.28    0.00

PA Grain Processing, Clearfield, PA
Corn  $5.56         20.00

The Mennel Milling Co - West Point, VA
Corn  $5.13   -15.00
Soybeans $12.37      -45.00
Wheat  $7.26   -20.00

Augusta Farmers Coop- Weyers Cave, VA
Soybeans $12.10     0.00
Corn  $5.13 0.00

Down 1%
BROILER REPORT

Broiler growers in the United States weekly program placed 
180 million chicks for meat production during the week ending 
October 2, 2021, down 1% from a year ago. Cumulative place-
ments from the week ending January 9, 2021 through 

October 2, 2021 for the United States were 7.27 billion. 
Cumulative placements were up slightly from the same period 

a year earlier.

WINCHESTER 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

WINCHESTER, VA 
OCTOBER 4, 2021 

ABINGDON TRI STATE 
LIVESTOCK 

AUCTION
 ABINGDON, VA 

OCTOBER 1, 2021

HOLLERING HILL 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

NATHALIE, VA 
SEPTEMBER 29. 2021

CATTLE
Cows
Jersey cow & calf 310.00-
395.00
Holstein 
Feeders .87-1.14
Jersey 
Feeders .50
Calves
Good Bull 
BH 65.00-85.00
HOGS
Sows 200-400 lbs. .68-.75
Barrows
200-400 lbs. .80-.82
Pigs
20-40 lbs. BH 5.00-27.00
SHEEP
Old Ewes BH 90.00-125.00
Rams BH 250.00
GOATS 
Small Nanny BH 55.00-
100.00
Medium Nanny BH 110.00-
235.00
Large Nanny BH 150.00-
180.00
Small Billy 37.00-100.00
Medium Billy 110.00-265.00
Wethers BH 225.00-412.00
POULTRY
Large Roosters 7.00-13.00
Hens 1.00-10.00
Banty Roosters .25-8.00
Banty Hens 1.00-12.00
Hens w Chicks 35.00
Call Ducks 14.00
Other Ducks 8.50
Turkey Gobbler 16.00-34.00
Pheasants 20.00-32.00
Quail 3.50
Barn Pigeons 4.00
Guineas 9.00-15.00
Baby Chicks .25-1.25
Baby Guineas 5.00-10.00
RABBITS
Small 2.00-7.00
Medium 4.00-5.00
Large 5.00-15.00
Rabbit Family 35.00
EGGS
Hatching Eggs 3.00-4.00
HAY 
Good 3.25-5.50
Fair 2.50-3.00
Cob Corn 9.00-11.00

Feeder Cattle   1102 head
Feeder Steers   385 head
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
300- 400   172.00-179.00
400- 500   162.00-170.00
500- 600   154.00-162.00
600- 700   145.00-154.00
700- 800   140.00-146.00
800- 900   132.00-140.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
400- 500   154.00-164.00
500- 600   150.00-157.00
600- 700   139.00-148.00
700- 800   135.00-142.00
Feeder Steers Small 1
400- 500   140.00-155.00
500- 600   135.00-150.00
600- 700   130.00-140.00
Feeder Heifers   482 head
Feeder Heifers Medium and 

Large 1
200- 300   141.00-148.00
300- 400   142.00-152.00
400- 500   127.00-136.00
500- 600   132.00-138.00
600- 700   126.00-131.00
700- 800   124.00-130.00
800- 900   113.00-118.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
300- 400   136.00-147.00
400- 500   122.00-131.00
500- 600   124.00-132.00
600- 700   119.00-128.00
700- 800   118.00-127.00
800- 900   110.00-115.00
Feeder Heifers Small 1
400- 500   115.00-125.00
500- 600   115.00-125.00
600- 700   110.00-120.00
Feeder Bulls   235 head
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
300- 400   160.00-176.00
400- 500   155.00-164.00
500- 600   136.00-147.00
600- 700   122.00-134.00
700- 800   110.00-117.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
200- 300   165.00-175.00
300- 400   150.00-167.00
400- 500   142.00-157.00
500- 600   130.00-142.00
600- 700   115.00-127.00
700- 800   105.00-112.00
Feeder Bulls Small 1
400- 500   132.00-145.00
500- 600   120.00-132.00
600- 700   108.00-120.00
Slaughter Cattle   218 head
Slaughter Cows   177 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
850-1200     60.00-63.00
1200-1600     61.00-65.00
Slaughter Cows Breaker High 
Yielding
1200-1600     66.00-68.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     54.00-58.00
1200-2000     55.00-61.00
Slaughter Cows Boner High 
Yielding
1200-2000     62.00-65.00
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90% 
Lean
750- 850     47.00-50.00
850-1200     50.00-54.00
Slaughter Bulls   41 head
Slaughter Bulls YG 1-2
1000-1500     75.00-82.00
1500-2500     88.00-94.00
Slaughter Bulls High Yielding
1000-1500     83.00-86.00
1500-2500    96.00-102.00

Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
57    860          860     
$157.00$        157.00       
50    925          925     
$152.00$        152.00
Feeder Holstein Steers Large 
2
62    825         825      
$108.00$        108.00
In-Barn Feeder Cattle 727 
(Steers 265, Heifers 300, 
Bulls 162)
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
7    350-378      374   188.00-
190.00     188.27
17    433          433      167.00         

167.00
18    463-477      475   167.00-
176.00     174.54
68    545          545      166.00         
166.00
4    550-575      563   143.00-
163.00     153.22
30    620-640      639   140.00-
151.00     150.64
7    722          722      138.00         
138.00
1    760          760      136.00         
136.00
3    860-868      865   125.00-
127.00     126.34
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1-2
11    1046        1046       97.00          
97.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
6    338         338       182.00         
182.00
4    383-385     384    117.00-
185.00     152.92
8    418-434     430    151.00-
168.00     163.87
22    471         471       164.00         
164.00
21    544         544       152.00         
152.00
9    628         628       138.00         
138.00
9    766         766       125.00         
125.00
2    830         830       119.00         
119.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 3
2    368         368       121.00         
121.00
5    423         423       127.00         
127.00
1    595         595       125.00         
125.00

5    618         618       124.00         
124.00
Feeder Steers Small 1
2    600         600       111.00         
111.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
6    332         332       158.00         
158.00
11    374         374       158.00         
158.00
29    429         429       143.00         
143.00
39    483         483       128.50         
128.50
61    549         549       128.00         
128.00
1    560         560       110.00         
110.00
19    628         628       126.50         
126.50
18    632         632      
$133.50$        133.50    
1    720         720       116.00         
116.00
19    767         767       116.00         
116.00
5    827         827       113.00         
113.00
4    871         871       116.00         
116.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
1    345         345       141.00         
141.00
7    371         371       142.00         
142.00
12    419         419       142.00         
142.00
8    480-488     487    109.00-
114.00     113.38
17    550-558     558    110.00-
121.00     120.36
9    644         644       109.00         
109.00

2    748         748       105.00         
105.00
1    805         805       107.00         
107.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 3
2    345         345       110.00         
110.00
8    462         462       111.00         
111.00
7    546         546       106.00         
106.00
10    617         617       110.00         
110.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
2    300         300       185.00         
185.00
8    380         380       181.00         
181.00
15    429         429       155.00         
155.00
15    481         481       160.00         
160.00
27    558         558       147.00         
147.00
23    647         647       130.00         
130.00
3    670         670       110.00         
110.00
10    725-748     746    117.00-
133.00     118.56
1    795         795       115.00         
115.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
1    330         330       120.00         
120.00
3    392         392       161.00         
161.00
5    429         429       141.00         
141.00
6    486         486       156.00         
156.00
12    540         540       131.00         

131.00
10    627         627       125.00         
125.00
2    770         770       104.00         
104.00
1    800         800       103.00         
103.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 3
2    330         330       120.00         
120.00
3    442         442       105.00         
105.00
3    567         567       120.00         
120.00
2    680         680        94.00          
94.00
3    723         723        87.00          
87.00
Feeder Bulls Small 1
2    515         515       126.00         
126.00
Winchester VA Livestock 
Auction
Weekly Auction for Mon Oct 
4, 2021
All prices per hundredweight 
unless otherwise stated
Slaughter Cattle   201 head
Slaughter Steers and Heifers   
59 head
Slaughter Steers Choice 2-3
1100-1300   120.00-124.00
1300-1500   120.00-128.00
1500+   122.00-127.00
Slaughter Steers Select 2-3
1300-1500   113.50-118.00
Slaughter Heifers Choice 2-3
900-1000          118.00
1000-1200   115.00-124.00
1200-1300   117.50-125.00
1300-1500   119.00-125.50
Slaughter Heifers Select 2-3
900-1000          116.00
1000-1200   114.00-116.00
1200-1400          115.00
1400+          100.00
Slaughter Heifers Standard 
1-2
850-1100          115.50
Slaughter Cows   121 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
1200-1600     55.00-60.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     53.00-80.00
mostly 53.00-65.00
1200-2000     51.00-64.00
Slaughter Cows Boner High 
Yielding
1200-2000     65.00-70.00
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90% 
Lean
750- 850     31.00-46.00
850-1200     35.00-53.00
Slaughter Bulls   21 head
Slaughter Bulls YG 1-2
1000-1500           62.00
1500-2500     70.00-86.00
Slaughter Bulls High Yielding
1000-1500     79.00-80.00
1500-2500     88.00-97.00
Cows Returned To Farm   37 
head
Medium and Large 1-2, few 
3, 2-8 months bred
770-1590  300.00-1125.00 
per head
Cows With Calves At Side   2 
pair
Medium and Large 1-2 with 
calves 200 lbs
805-1287   500.00-600.00 
per pair
Slaughter Lambs   56 head
Wooled Choice and Prime 1-2
90- 110          277.50
110- 130   240.00-245.00
Wooled Good and few Choice 
1-2
30-  60   230.00-275.00
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AUCTIONS

LYNCHBURG 
WEEKLY FEEDER 

CATTLE SALE
LYNCHBURG, VA
OCTOBER 4, 2021

STAUNTON 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

STAUNTON, VA 
OCTOBER 1, 2021

DILLS LIVESTOCK 
AUCTION 

DOVER, DE 
OCTOBER 6, 2021

MIDDLEBURG 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

MIDDLEBURG, PA 
OCTOBER 5, 2021

60-  90          285.00
Slaughter Rams and Ewes   4 
head
Slaughter Ewes 
Choice 2-4          180.00
Slaughter Rams 
All Grades    80.00-170.00
Goats   33 head
Kids Selection No 1-2
40-  60   270.00-310.00
Slaughter Bucks Selection 
No 1-2
70- 110   240.00-390.00
100- 150   230.00-315.00
Slaughter Does Selection No 
1-2
70- 100          310.00
Wethers Selection No 1-2
97               270.00
229               240.00 

Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
2    370         370       178.00         
178.00
10    463-465     463    150.00-
159.00     158.10
47    555         555       148.50         
148.50
40    640         640       141.75         
141.75
1    680         680       128.00         
128.00
18    748         748       134.25         
134.25
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
1    330         330       170.00         
170.00
11    371         371       179.00         
179.00
27    448         448       160.00         
160.00
28    536         536       150.00         
150.00
18    641         641       142.75         
142.75
7    761         761       133.50         
133.50
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 3
3    373         373       133.00         
133.00
7    447         447       144.50         
144.50
4    576         576       130.50         
130.50
2    655         655       126.00         
126.00
Feeder Steers Small 1
2    347         347       130.00         
130.00
2    475         475       140.00         
140.00
4    550         550       127.00         
127.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
9    371         371       148.75         
148.75
35    450-463     462    123.00-
135.00     134.33
70    505-547     546    120.00-
128.50     128.28
28    638         638       133.00         
133.00
18    740         740       123.00         
123.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
 23    360         360       150.00         
150.00
 69    452-469     453    
129.50-134.00     133.66
 76    533-549     548    

124.50-126.50     126.40
 35    634-643     635    
120.00-127.00     126.39
 9    839         839       122.00         
122.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 3
11    370         370       129.50         
129.50
22    446         446       129.75         
129.75
2    487         487       125.00         
125.00
25    540-548     548    114.00-
126.75     126.25
7    652         652       117.00         
117.00
2    772         772        96.00          
96.00
Feeder Heifers Small 1
5    383         383       130.00         
130.00
14    463         463       119.50         
119.50
8    530-539     538    115.00-
120.50     119.82
6    610-625     623    110.00-
113.00     112.51
3    736         736        96.00          
96.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
 3    320-327      325   170.00-
181.00     177.39
 19    426          426   158.00-
167.00     165.58
 40    498          498      143.75         
143.75
 1    500          500      131.00         
131.00
 40    559-580      560   
122.00-136.00     135.64
 24    625          625      131.00         
131.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
19    347         347       184.25         
184.25
1    360         360       171.00         
171.00
37    412-445     414    155.00-
167.50     166.77
28    491         491       145.50         
145.50
1    510         510       134.00         
134.00
27    557-560     557    121.00-
134.00     133.52
7    627         627       127.00         
127.00
Feeder Bulls Small 1
5    347         347       139.00         
139.00
4    421         421       131.00        
131.00
13    491         491       128.50        
128.50
1    520         520       121.00        
121.00
13    570         570       128.00        
128.00
Lynchburg, VA Livestock 
Auction
Weekly Auction for Mon Oct 
4, 2021
Slaughter Cattle   157 head
Slaughter Cows   132 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
850-1200     60.00-67.00
1200-1600     64.00-68.00
Slaughter Cows Breaker High 
Yielding
1200-1600     69.00-73.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     53.00-63.00
1200-2000     54.00-68.00
Slaughter Cows Boner High 
Yielding
1200-2000     69.00-73.00
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90% 

Lean
750- 850           40.00
850-1200     46.00-58.00
Slaughter Bulls   25 head
Slaughter Bulls YG 1-2
1000-1500     75.00-88.00
1500-2500     85.00-90.00
Slaughter Bulls High Yielding
1500-2500     92.00-94.00
Cows With Calves At Side   7 
pair
Medium and Large 1-2, 
4-9 years old with calves 120-
250 lbs
1150-1400   700.00-975.00 
per pair
Heifers (Bred)   9 head
Medium and Large 1-2, 5 
months bred
1300        625.00-925.00 per 
head

Feeder Cattle   743 head
Feeder Steers   376 head
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
300- 400   165.00-185.00
400- 500   130.00-176.00
500- 600   150.00-176.00
600- 700   134.00-155.00
700- 800   130.00-147.00
800- 900   141.00-144.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
400- 500   121.00-150.00
500- 600   150.00-166.00
700- 800   126.00-130.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 3
400- 500          119.00
500- 600          139.00
Feeder Heifers   317 head
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
300- 400   135.00-143.00
400- 500   132.00-137.00
500- 600   127.00-129.00
600- 700   122.00-125.00
700- 800          119.00
800- 900          117.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
300- 400   125.00-138.00
400- 500   125.00-137.00
500- 600   120.00-127.00
600- 700   123.00-125.00
700- 800          110.00
800- 900          121.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 3
300- 400   122.00-128.00
400- 500   120.00-125.00
500- 600   113.00-125.00
600- 700          111.00
800- 900           91.00
Feeder Bulls   50 head
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
400- 500   163.00-167.00
500- 600   140.00-155.00
600- 700   122.00-143.00
700- 800          115.00
800- 900          111.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
400- 500   156.00-160.00
500- 600   122.00-141.00
600- 700   120.00-134.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 3
500- 600          110.00
600- 700          110.00
Slaughter Cattle   43 head
Slaughter Cows   34 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-

80% Lean
850-1200     58.00-62.00
1200-1600     59.00-64.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     58.00-65.00
1200-2000     60.00-69.50
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90% 
Lean
850-1200     30.00-42.00
Slaughter Bulls   9 head
Slaughter Bulls YG 1-2
1000-1500     75.00-80.00
1500-2500     80.00-91.00

Slaughter Steers: 
High Choice and Prime 2-3  
1335-1610 lbs 128.00-137.00. 
Choice 2-3  
1120-1595 lbs 119.00-127.00. 
Select 2-3  
1215-1490 lbs 115.00-120.00
Slaughter Holstein Steers: 
High Choice and Prime 2-3  
1030-1625 lbs 102.00-109.00. 
Choice 2-3  
1285-1805 lbs 92.00-97.00. 
Select 2-3  
1130-1285 lbs 72.00-75.00.
Slaughter Heifers: 
High Choice and Prime 2-3  
1400-1410 lbs 126.00-128.00. 
Choice 2-3  
1125-1385 lbs 113.00-124.00. 
Select 2-3  
1120-1275 lbs 109.00-114.00.   
Slaughter Cows:  
Premium Wt         70-75       
65.00-71.00   
Breakers           75-80       
56.00-64.00   
65.00-68.00   
Boners             80-85       
52.00-58.00   
60.00-67.00   
Lean               85-90       
44.00-51.00   
52.00-53.00   
30.00-43.00  
Slaughter Bulls: Yield Grade 
1  
1170-2020 lbs 70.00-91.00. 
High Dress 
1135 lbs 99.00. 
Low Dress 
1205-1685 lbs 65.00-68.50.
Feeder Cattle: All prices per 
cwt.
Steers: Medium and Large 2  
250-300 lbs 87.00; 
400-450 lbs 117.00; 
600-650 lbs 102.00; 
700-750 lbs 105.00.
Dairy Breed Steers and Bulls: 
200-300 lbs 65.00-80.00; 
300-400 lbs 70.00-90.00; 
500-600 lbs 57.00-80.00; 
600-700 lbs 65.00-70.00; 
750-900 lbs 70.00-82.00;
900-1000 lbs 72.00-92.00.
Dairy Breed Heifers: Large 3  
450-550 lbs 62.00-70.00; 
550-650 lbs 67.00-80.00;
950-1000 lbs 57.00-77.50. 
Heifers: Medium and Large 1  
450-550 lbs 115.00-117.00; 
700-900 lbs 95.00-107.00.
Medium and Large 2  
300-400 lbs 105.00.
Bulls: Medium and Large 1  
600-700 lbs 80.00-127.00; 
700-900 lbs 77.00. 
Medium and Large 2  
250-350 lbs 100.00-107.00; 
500-700 lbs 85.00-115.00.

Compared to last week's sale 
holstein bull calves sold 5.00-
10.00 lower. 
All prices per cwt.
Holstein Bull Calves: Number 
1  
95-120 lbs 100.00-130.00; 
85-90 lbs 60.00-90.00. 
Number 2  
95-120 lbs 95.00-115.00; 
85-90 lbs 60.00-70.00. 
Number 3  
70-115 lbs 15.00-60.00. 
Utility 70-90 lbs 5.00-15.00.  
Holstein Heifer Calves: No 
Market Test.
Beef Type Bulls and Heifers: 
80-120 lbs 210.00-270.00
Holstein/Angus Cross: 
70-105 lbs 150.00-220.00.
Slaughter Hogs: Compared to 
last week's sale slaughter hogs
sold mostly steady. Colored 
hogs sold 5.00-7.00 higher.
Sow sold 3.00-5.00 higher. 
All prices per cwt.
Barrows and Gilts:  
52-56 percent lean  250-300 
lbs 75.00-79.00. 
48-52 percent lean 250-300 
lbs 65.00-75.00.
Colored Hogs: 
52-56 percent lean 
250-300 lbs 80.00-92.00.
Sows: Good 1-2  
300-500 lbs 50.00-60.00; 
500-700 lbs 60.00-71.00.
Utility: 300-600 lbs 40.00-
50.00.
Boars: 200-300 lbs 47.00; 
300-500 lbs 16.00; 
500-900 lbs 5.00.
Roasters: 120-160 lbs 70.00-
90.00; 
160-200 lbs 62.00-75.00.
Feeder Pigs:  Sold by the head 
on estimated weights.
US 1-2: 
20-40 lbs 47.00-52.00; 
40-60 lbs 60.00-72.00; 
80-100 lbs 115.00.
US-2  20-40 lbs 25.00-47.00; 
40-60 lbs 42.00-52.00; 
60-80 lbs 60.00-70.00.
Utility: 30-50 lbs 2.00-10.00.
Slaughter Sheep:  All prices 
per cwt.
Lambs: Choice 1-3  
20-40 lbs 170.00-205.00; 
60-80 lbs 275.00-310.00; 
80-100 lbs 260.00-280.00.
Yearlings: No Market Test.
Ewes: Good 1-3  
100-170 lbs 120.00-145.00.  
Rams: 190 lbs 155.00.
Slaughter Goats:  
Sold per head on estimated 
weights.
Kids: Selection 1   
15-20 lbs 25.00-60.00; 
20-40 lbs 60.00-110.00; 
40-60 lbs 160.00-190.00; 
60-80 lbs 165.00-215.00. 
Selection 2  
15-20 lbs 20.00-65.00; 
20-40 lbs 40.00-90.00; 
40-60 lbs 95.00-135.00; 
60-80 lbs 120.00-155.00.
Selection 3 
40-60 lbs 50.00-55.00; 
60-80 lbs 120.00.
Nannies: 
Selection 1  
80-130 lbs 205.00-250.00; 
130-200 lbs 215.00-260.00.
Selection 2  
80-130 lbs 110.00-175.00; 
130-200 lbs 185.00-215.00. 
Selection 3
130-200 lbs 150.00.
Billies: Selection 1  
100-150 lbs 180.00-250.00; 

150-200 lbs 400.00-495.00.
Selection 2  
100-150 lbs 180.00; 
150-250 lbs 200.00-285.00.
Whethers: Selection 1  
150-250 lbs 365.00.

CATTLE
Cows, per pound
Good, Fair, Poor .37-.39
Feeders, per pound
500-1000 lbs. .59-1.16
250-500 lbs. .50-1.35
Light .56-.82
Heavy Dairy .75
Calves, by the head
Good bull 95.00-126.00
Good 30.00-55.00
Rough 1.00-25.00
HOGS
Sows, per pound
Heavy, light .41-.66
Boars, per pound
Heavy .02
Light .60
St Hogs .60-.80
PIGS
By the head
Small 15.00
Medium 35.00-81.00
Large 32.00-47.00
GOATS
By the head
Stag 120.00-270.00
Nanny 120.00-210.00
Billy 75.00-235.00
Pigmy 80.00-155.00
Kids 75.00-215.00
SHEEP 
Per pound
Ewes .90-1.50
Rams 4.00
Wethers 2.00-2.50
LAMBS
Per pound
Good 2.50-3.00
POULTRY
Large Roosters 6.00-60.00
Old Hens 4.00-16.00
Banty Roosters 2.00-8.00
Banty Hens 2.00-8.00
Muscovy Drakes 7.00-13.00
Muscovy Hens 3.00-8.00
Call Ducks 5.00-20.00
Other Ducks 2.00-12.00
Turkeys 16.00-50.00
Geese 15.00-30.00
Pheasants 12.00-30.00
Quail 10.00-15.00
White Kings 7.00-11.00
Guineas 9.00-12.00
Peafowl 60.00-75.00
RABBITS
Small 1.00-8.00
Medium 2.00-12.00
Large 6.00-30.00
EGGS
Small 1.00-1.50
Medium 1.50-2.00
Large 2.00-2.25
HAY
Good 4.00-7.00
Fair 2.50-3.50
Rough 1.75-2.00
Straw 4.25
Round Bales 7.00-32.00
3x3 22.00
HORSES
500.00
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REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

10310 Todds Corner Road
Easton, MD 21601

Large well-maintained home in an idyllic rural setting. The home features new 
combi boiler with first and second floor air handlers, and 2 zone central air 
conditioning. Featuring one 60x45 foot barn with 8 stables and a 75x45 foot 
building with shop and lots of storage. Property is 28 plus acres including 4.5 
wooded acres. $1,100,000, 

Bo Claggett
410-310-5046; bo.claggett@lnf.com

SERVICES SERVICES FOR SALE

Jude Sherlock
Barn Painting, Roof Painting, 

Fences & More!
IF IT’S OUTSIDE, WE CAN PAINT IT!

• 35 years experience
• Work is guaranteed
• Certified and insured painters
• Airless spray equipment

Contact Jude:
Cell: 803.439.6484 • Office: 800.996.2320

BUILDINGSBUILDINGS BUILDINGS

The finest Quality at an 
affordable price

Call Harvey Byler at 
302-653-0300

www.bylerbuilders.net

for over 40 years

* Agricultural 
* Chemical & Manure Storage
* Commercial       * Equestrian

LIVESTOCK 

ANGUS COWS & 
BULLS FOR SALE

Contact Roseda Farm 
410-472-2697, www.
roseda.com, or email 
roseda@roseda.com

LIME

 AG LIME SPREADING 
 Hi-Mag & Hi-Cal dry lime
Call Toll Free Day & Eve. 
 CONESTOGA VALLEY 
LIME SPREADING INC. 
 LANCASTER, PA. 
 1-800-724-3277

MERCHANDISE

RECYCLED ASPHALT-
RECYCLED 
CONCRETE

 5 sizes to choose from. 
Great for parking lots, 
driveways & Chicken 
houses. Also available, 
Race track sand, Horse 
stall mix. Dependable 
Sand & Recycling. Call 
(410) 822-6363

REAL ESTATE 

15 WOODED ACRES
15 wooded acres, great 
homesite, Onley, VA.  
Eastern Shore.  All 
mature woods, great 
hunting.  Asking $72,000.  
Call 757-710-0070.

90 ACRES
90 acres, Atlantic coast 
Eastern Shore VA.  45 
acres tillable with pond 
and 45 acres, 30 year old 
Loblolly timber, subdi-
vided for 24 homesites 
or build forever dream 
home.  4 miles to Bay.  
45’ above sea level.  
Asking $539,000.  Call 
757-710-0070

120 ACRES
120 acres on Eastern 
Shore, VA.  115 tilable 
with pond.  Has minor 
subdivision.  4 miles to 
Bay.  Close to stores 
and restaurants.  Asking 
$698,00.  Call 757-710-
0070

FOR RENT 

CONDO FOR RENT
Condo for rent in Duck, 
NC.  Ocean front, 4 
BR/3BA, various weeks 
available.  Pictures 
available. Call Darrell 
804-514-9845.

SERVICES

YODERS BOOM 
MOWING AND FIELD 

CUTTING
Ponds, ditches, CREP, 
hedge rows, driveways, 
woods edge, overgrown 
fields,  free estimates 
in MD & DE, in our 20th 
Year of Service.  Call 
Ken at 443-480-0772.

FRASE CUSTOM 
FARMING

Harvesting/shelling corn 
and soybeans at low 
prices.  Call 410-253-
0818.

WORKING CATS 
LOOKING FOR 
EMPLOYMENT

Do you have a rodent 
problem?  Free services 
available.  Needing to 
place cats in a safe 
habitat in exchange for 
rodent control.  Fully 
vetted, large selection, 
full set up provided.  Call 
302-547-8720.

LIBERTY GRAIN 
TRAILER

Liberty grain trailer, ap-
prox 8 ft wide and approx 
34 ft long.  Needs cylinder 
repair.  Pictures available. 
Includes tarp.  $5,500.  
Call Darrell Hornstra, Ag 
Solutions of VA.  804-514-
9845.

FEED TANKS
4 used North East Ag feed 
tanks for sale.  16 ton 
capacity, exc. condition.  
$1,200/each.  Call Dennis 
443-515-7113.  Located in 
Millington, MD

MOVING SALE
Ladder rack $125; (2) 
10’ ladders both $160;  
Antique radios $25/each;  
Large mirror $30;  Office 
fridge $25; Glass tea pots 
$10/each; (4) Cadillac 
Spock hubcaps $100; 
Sign computer $100. Lots 
more! Shipping avail-
able.  Bobthesignman@
yahoo.com

HAY & STRAW

HAY AND STRAW
From one bale to tractor 
trailer load. Cecil H. 
Gannon & Sons, Inc. 
Call days 410-822-0069 
Nights: (410) 822-8381, 
(410) 822-5162 , (410) 
820-8453

HAY & STRAW
Round baling services 
in Woodstown/Elmer 
NJ area.  Net wrapped 
4x5 bales.  $8 per bale.  
Also looking for grass 
fields to rent.  Call 
Josiah at 609-501-7078 
for more information.
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EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

Agricultural Technician Lead - Agronomy 
University of Maryland Wye Research and Education Center, 
Queenstown, Maryland. Must have comprehensive knowledge 
of farming practices and equipment usage. Min. Qual: H. S. 
diploma or GED and three years’ experience with ag research. 
Salary will commensurate with experience.  Base salary 
$40,487.  Extensive Benefits:  health, tuition remission, annu-
al & sick leave, paid holidays, pension system, etc.  View full 
details and apply:  https://ejobs.umd.edu Position #103094.   
Closing date: October 15th. 
For questions regarding the position, please call John Draper 
at 410-827-8056 ext. 182 EOE/AA.

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

AGRICULTURAL TECHNICIAN 
SUPERVISOR 

University of Maryland Beltsville Facility in Laurel, 
MD.  Duties: Must organize & carry out field work; 
tilling, planting, fertilizing, spraying, harvesting for 
traditional & non-traditional agricultural crops and 
research plots.  Will also operate farm equipment, 
tractors (180 HSP& less), plows, disc, planters, 
combines and heavy duty trucks.  Must possess or 
obtain within six months a Maryland Class A Com-
mercial Driver’s License (CDL).  Qualifications: H. 
S. Degree or GED and six (6) years’ experience in 
agricultural work; two of which must have been in 
a lead or supervisory role.  Details/Apply: https://
ejobs.umd.edu/ (Position #103058). Closing Date: 
October 22, 2021.  Contact Mr. Kevin Conover 
(Beltsville) 301-345-1225. EOE/AA.

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

Now Hiring!!!
Are you ready to grow your career?  Southern 
States Cooperative in Milford, DE is looking for 
a Class A CDL Delivery Driver.
Operates a commercial motor vehicle tractor and trailer 
combination to transport agricultural products between 
Southern States Cooperative, Inc. (SSC) facilities and to 
customer sites.  
Please visit our website at www.
southernstates.com/careers and 
apply to req # 9488.  Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action Employer – M/F/Vets/Dis-
ability and other protected classes 

 

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

Now Hiring!!!
Are you ready to grow your career?  
Southern States Cooperative in Milford, DE is 
looking for a Fertilizer/Chemical 
Applicator. 
Prepares and spreads custom applications of agronomy 
products on customers’ fields, including dry and/or liquid 
fertilizer, crop protectants, lime and other treatment 
products.  Please visit our website at 
www.southernstates.com/careers 
and apply to req # 9319.  
Equal Employment 
Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action Employer – 
M/F/Vets/Disability and 
other protected classes 

 

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

The Department of Animal and Avian Sciences in the College of Agriculture 
and Natural Resources at the University of Maryland, College Park is seeking 
to hire an ASSISTANT COORDINATOR (position#103151.) This is a Full-
time, 12-month appointment.  The position will be responsible for supporting 
the use of Departmental Livestock in our research, teaching and extension 
activities.  Primarily this will involve assisting the Campus Farm Manager in all 
aspects of daily Campus Farm operations.  Requirements include: a Bache-
lor’s degree in animal science or closely related field and candidate must have 
personal transportation and a valid driver’s license.  At least 2 years of prior 
experience caring for and/or riding or training horses and prior experience 
with and handling livestock.  Demonstrated ability to communicate effectively 
and demonstrated leadership skills supervising others in a farm setting.  Prior 
experience handling cattle, broodmares, and foals, operating farm machinery, 
and managing pastures.  Must be willing to work some evenings, weekends, 
and holidays due to the nature of caring for animals and hosting educational 
events.  Strong computer skills in MS Office Suite are also required.  Individu-
als who have taken academic courses in equine science and/or management 
are preferred.  Interested people should apply online through eTerp at www.
ejobs.umd.edu The University of Maryland, College Park, actively subscribes 
to a policy of equal employment opportunity, and will not discriminate against 
any employee or applicant because of race, age, sex, color, sexual orientation, 
physical or mental disability, religion, ancestry or national origin, marital status, 
genetic information, or political affiliation, or gender identity and expression.  
Minorities and women are encouraged to apply.

ASSISTANT COORDINATOR

NOTICE NOTICE

NOTICE NOTICE

MD DNR is accepting sealed bids for a
5-year lease of +/-77 acres of cropland at the Idylwild 

Wildlife 
Management

Area in the Federalsburg area of 
Caroline County, MD. 

Bid packages are available by calling the LeCompte WMA 
office (410-376-3236 X302). Bids must be received at the 
LeCompte WMA office by Tuesday November 30, 2021 for 
consideration.MD DNR reserves the right to refuse any/all 
bids and is not responsible for lost/delayed mail.

NOTICE

EMPLOYMENT

MD DNR is accepting sealed bids for a
5-year lease of +/-72 acres of cropland at the Nanticoke 

River Wildlife 
Management

Area in the Quantico area of 
Caroline County, MD. 

Bid packages are available by calling the LeCompte WMA 
office (410-376-3236 X302). Bids must be received at the 
LeCompte WMA office by Tuesday November 30, 2021 for 
consideration.MD DNR reserves the right to refuse any/all 
bids and is not responsible for lost/delayed mail.

NOTICE

ASSISTANT 
PROFESSOR OF 

PLANT PATHOLOGY
Virginia Tech is inviting 
applications for an As-
sistant Professor of Plant 
Pathology to be located 
at the Eastern Shore 
Agricultural Research 
and Extension Center 
(ESAREC) in Painter, VA. 
Visit www.jobs.vt.edu, 
job #517580 or https://
careers.pageuppeople.
com/968/cw/en-us/
job/517580/assistant-
professor-of-plant-
pathology.

EMPLOYMENT STARTS 
HERE

WAREHOUSE
 MANAGER/DELIVERY 

(RIDGELY)
We are looking for the 
right person to help our 
company grow.  We are 
looking for somebody 
responsible and dedicat-
ed.  The job consists of 
managing the warehouse 
and cleaning equip-
ment for resale.  The job 
also consists of making 
deliveries and receiving 
deliveries with forklift 
.  Sale opportunities are 
available for extra com-
mission.  Job requires 
heavy lifting.  Clean 
Drivers license / DOT 
card required no CDL 
needed , You may 
sometimes be required to 
work late and on week-
ends.   Please submit 
your resume and contact 
information and any type 
of background informa-
tion.  us@requipllc.com  
or call 443 953 0700 Follow Us!

www.facebook.com/thedelmarvafarmer

Get seen in 
The Delmarva 

Farmer!  
Place a 
classified 

ad by calling 
Emily 

800
634-5021
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EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT SEED SEED SEED

Clark Seeds Inc.
1467 Seven Hickories Road, 

Clayton, DE 19938

Cover Crop 
Seed

Buckwheat - Daikon
Hairy Vetch - Rape

Clover - Turnips
Wheat - Barley

Custom Mix Prices 
Available Over The 

Phone
Multicultural Mixes 

Available
Bulk Pricing 

Available

Bulk Mixes Done Fast

302-653-9249
HAY & STRAW HAY & STRAW HAY & STRAW

SEED 

Seed 
Cleaning

• On Your Farm
• Small Grain, Non  
  GMO Soybeans
• Treating w/Raxil  
   or Dividend
• PA, MD, DE, NJ

Ag Seed 
Cleaning

717-949-8212

EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
Terra-force tiller 102” 
heavy duty.  Used very 
little, pictures available.  
$4,500.  Call Darrell Horn-
stra, Ag Solutions of VA.  
804-514-9845.

CASE IH 3650
Case IH 3650 round 
baler, soft core, 5’x6’ bale 
size. $4,900.  Pictures 
available.  Call Darrell 
Hornstra, Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

JD 920 MOCO
JD 920 MOCO with flails. 
SNT989017.  Field ready.  
Sold cattle and don’t 
need.  $8,500.  Pictures 
available.  Call Darrell 
Hornstra, Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
International 2010A 10 
wheeler with 20 ft dump 
body; Agco Allis 9695 4x4 
tractor.  Only 2,500 origi-
nal hours; JD 7240 11 row 
vacuum planter,  Equip-
ment is shed kept and in 
excellent condition.  Call 
410-924-6907 for more 
information.  

FOR SALE 
New and used GT recir-
culating batch dryer. Call 
now for winter discounts. 
Buy now pay later. Call 
anytime 1-877-422-0927

1998 CASE IH 2388 
Combine with rear wheel 
assist.  Drive tires 95%. 
$20,000 update in Oct. 
2018, $5,000 in Oct. 
2019.  Includes 20 ft. 
1020 flex head, this com-
bine has been well taken 
care of and always stored 
in shed.  4717 engine 
hrs.; 3385 rotor hours.  
$35,000.00 with head.  
Call Darrell Ag Solutions 
of VA 804-514-9845.

CASE IH 1394 CAB 
TRACTOR W/ AIR

4990 hours.  S.N.# 
11502277, 65 HP, used 
for spraying.  $9,500.00.  
Pictures avail.  Call Dar-
rell, Ag Solutions of VA 
804-514-9845

JD 608C CORNHEAD
Opposing knife rolls, had 
deck plates, brush chains, 
very nice.  $29,500.  NO 
PAYMENT FOR 1 YEAR!  
(30) other corn heads 
available.  Call 800-919-
3322.

JD 625F HYDRAFLEX
JD 625F Hydraflex grain 
head, FANCY.  Full finger 
auger, good cutterbar, 
$21,500.  NO PAYMENT 
FOR 1 YEAR!  (35) other 
JD 600 and 900 series 
heads.  800-919-3322.

Be on the lookout for our next special 
supplement, Women in Ag, inserted into the 
October 19th issue of The Delmarva Farmer.   

To advertise call Tiffany or Emily 
800-634-5021

tiffany@americanfarm.com
emily@americanfarm.com 
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EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENTEQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT

MIDDLETOWN, DE
302-378-9555

SEAFORD, DE
302-629-3075
NEW WINDSOR, MD

410-635-2404

INTERCOURSE, PA
717-768-8231
MIFFLINTOWN, PA

717-436-6100
CHAMBERSBURG, PA
717-264-3533

ASHLAND, VA
804-798-1500

WAKEFIELD, VA
757-899-5959

POCOMOKE, MD 
PARTS & SERVICE

302-629-3075
BUY PARTS ONLINE AT HOOBER.COM

WORLD LEADER IN  
HIGH-PERFORMANCE 

HARVESTING 
EQUIPMENT FOR 
OVER 70 YEARS!

 

  

MIDDLETOWN
285047  Friesen 220-FN Seed Tender
285697  JD  6420 MFD Cab
227435  JD  8420 MFD Cab
213116  CIH  STX375 4WD Cab
285657  Landoll 7410-14 Vertical Tillage
235257  CIH  7240 MFD Cab
250448  CIH  SPX3200 Sprayer
102300  CIH  RM330-34 True Tandem
66744  CIH  MAG305 MFD Cab
502759  JD  893 Corn Head
100083  CIH  RM330-25 True Tandem
253194  CIH  ECOLO-TIGER-875 Subsoiler

SEAFORD
278949  Reddick S4P 3Pt Sprayer
247095  Kuhn Knight RA142 Mixer
54897  CIH  1250-12 Planter
220215  CIH  SPX3150 Sprayer
73955  CIH  MAX125 MFD Cab
65701  KU  L4740HSTC-3 MFD Cab
271885  CIH  MAG280-PS-AFSC Cab
271886  CIH  MAG340-PS-AFSC Cab
209041  KZ  3660-16 Pivot Planter
54547  GP  1500 Drill

ASHLAND
256270  Capello 1230-CAP Corn Head
284730  IH  C50 2WD ROPS

WAKEFIELD
284750  JD  7760 Cotton Picker
285292  CIH  1044 Corn Head
285299  CIH  1020-20 Auger Platform

WHAT’S COMING IN?
WHAT’S ALREADY HERE?

CHECK HERE EVERY WEEK!

MACDON FLEXDRAPER HEADERSMACDON FLEXDRAPER HEADERSMACDON FLEXDRAPER HEADERSMACDON FLEXDRAPER HEADERS
INCREASE THE PRODUCTIVITY OF YOUR COMBINE WITHINCREASE THE PRODUCTIVITY OF YOUR COMBINE WITH

UNITS ARE IN HIGH DEMAND – CALL AND RESERVE YOURS TODAY!

MacDon FlexDrapers®

Are designed to maximize productivity in the most challenging harvesting 
situations, from our Active Float System that keeps our headers true-to-the-
ground, to the outstanding performance of our reel. MacDon drapers are built 
tough to deliver worry-free harvesting performance with any crop, in any 
condition, and on any combine.

 � Models available for most 
combines – from 25’ to 45’

 � Designed to provide smooth, 
consistent “headsfirst”  feeding 
to the combine

 � Reel is easily adjustable to match 
harvest conditions

 � Hydraulically adjusted reel  
fore-aft and header tilt functions 
allow easy, on-the-go changes

 � C-shaped cutter bar promotes 
smoother crop flow and short 
transition from cutterbar  
to the draper

 � New hydraulic system 
provides increased side  
draper speed along with 
greater capacity and reliability

The Harvesting Specialists
HOOBER.COM/MACDON

EQUIPMENT FOR 
SALE

1991 9280 Case IH, 
425 hp, power shift, 
6000 hours, in excellent 
shape.  All implements 
available.  5700 Case IH 
chisel plow, 33 ft.  496 
Case IH disk, 35 ft. Un-
verferth rolling basket, 36 
ft.  $78,000 OBO.  Call 
302-632-9748. 

EQUIPMENT FOR 
SALE

1991 9280 Case IH, 
425 HP, power shift, 
6000 hours, in excellent 
shape.  All implements 
available.  5700 Case 
IH chisel plow, 33 ft. 
496 Case IH disc, 35 ft.  
Unverferth rolling basket, 
36 ft.  $78,000 OBO.  
Call 302-632-9748

                                                                        
IH 856 TRACTOR

IH 856 Tractor w/ cab 
not installed.  Gasoline.  
Good T-A, independent 
PTO, new paint.  $7,500.  
Pictures available.  Call 
Darrell Hornstra, Ag 
Solutions of VA.  804-
514-9845.

RED FARMALL CUB 
TRACTOR

Red Farmall Cub tractor.  
New tires, cultivators.  
Needs work.  Best offer.  
410-708-3264

JD 4420 COMBINE
JD 4420 combine w/ 
chopper extensions, 
header height control 
and slow shift monitor.  
Also a reconditioned 213 
grain head.  Both shed 
kept and in exc. condi-
tion.  For pictures and 
more info call 908-246-
1951.

BALE KING HAY 
WAGON 

8’ x 21’ on a JD running 
gear, in good condition.  
$2,800.  For pics and 
info call 908-246-1951

AMERICANFARM.COM
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AUCTIONS AUCTIONS AUCTIONSAUCTIONS AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS AUCTIONSAUCTIONS AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

KUTZTOWN KUTZTOWN 
PRODUCE AUCTIONPRODUCE AUCTION

Fall Nursery AuctionsFall Nursery Auctions
September 30th, October 14thSeptember 30th, October 14th

BUYERS AND SELLERS WELCOMEBUYERS AND SELLERS WELCOME
Dogwood Trees, Arborvitae, Juniper, Cedar, Dogwood Trees, Arborvitae, Juniper, Cedar, 

Barberry, Cypress, Holly, Boxwood, Pine Trees, Barberry, Cypress, Holly, Boxwood, Pine Trees, 
Jap Maple, Spirea, Knockout Roses, Assorted Grasses, Jap Maple, Spirea, Knockout Roses, Assorted Grasses, 

Hemlocks, Shade Trees, and Much More!Hemlocks, Shade Trees, and Much More!

2021 Fall Pumpkin Auctions2021 Fall Pumpkin Auctions
September 29th, October 26thSeptember 29th, October 26th

Fall Consignment Sale - Saturday, Nov. 6th Fall Consignment Sale - Saturday, Nov. 6th 
Drop off  dates are Nov. 4th 12-4p; Nov. 5th 8a-4pDrop off  dates are Nov. 4th 12-4p; Nov. 5th 8a-4p

Christmas Sales begin November 11th and continue Christmas Sales begin November 11th and continue 
through Decemebr 21stthrough Decemebr 21st

ALL AUCTIONS START AT 9:00 AMALL AUCTIONS START AT 9:00 AM
SELLERS: CALL FOR YOUR DELIVERY TIME!SELLERS: CALL FOR YOUR DELIVERY TIME!

Also selling Pumpkins, Gourds, Fall Asters, Mums, Also selling Pumpkins, Gourds, Fall Asters, Mums, 
JBL’s Indian CornJBL’s Indian Corn

209 Oakhaven Rd - Fleetwood PA, 19522209 Oakhaven Rd - Fleetwood PA, 19522

Ph: 610-683-7161 - Fax - 610-683-5429Ph: 610-683-7161 - Fax - 610-683-5429
www.kutztownproduceauction.comwww.kutztownproduceauction.com

George Frey AU-302-L • Clarence Shirk AU-3757-LGeorge Frey AU-302-L • Clarence Shirk AU-3757-L

Shenandoah Valley Livestock Sales
Harrisonburg, Virginia

In the heart of Beautiful Shenandoah Valley

Sales every Wednesday and Saturday
Special State Graded Feeder Cattle Sales the 

First Saturday of Every Month
A good supply of Quality Feeder Cattle at Every Saturday Sale

Saturday Sales Times
Sheep, Goats and Hogs - 12:30 pm • Cattle Sale - 1:30 pm

State Graded feeder Cattle Sales - 6:00 pm

Wednesday Sale Times 6 pm
Graded Sales - 7:30 pm

Phone Bidding Available for all graded Sales.
(Order Buying Available)

Graded Holstein Steer Sales 2021
(Wednesdays)  March 17, April 21, May 19, August 18, 

September 15, October 20, November 17
For more information, please contact

Michael Ritchie at 540-820-1117
or visit us on the web at www.shenvalleylivestock.com or on Facebook.

Shenandoah Valley Livestock Sales
1044 Edom Road - Harrisonburg, VA 22802

Public Auction 
Advance Auction Notice

 October 21 2021 @ 9:00 AM
Once again it’s time for our semi annual consignment auction with online 
bidding. Now is the time to sell your items. Strong demands all year have lead 
to a strong market. Contact us to get your items consigned. Best commission 
rates in area. From one item to full line sell outs. Trucking is available. Looking 
for consignments of Ag, construction and industrial items.
Terms: Cash or good check. Credit card with 4% Administrative Fee. No Buyers premium for 
onsite buyers. Internet bidding will be available at proxibid.com and Equipmentfacts.com. 
Announcements Sale day take full precedence. This auction is held in conjunction with our nor-
mal monthly auction. If you have items to consign and would like them online please contact us. 
Get your items in early for maximum advertising. Cut off is Oct 19 at 12 noon for online items.     

  See photos at www.marionauction.com

Marion Auction LLC
5150 Horst Rd Chambersburg, PA 17202

    Lic. #AY002280              Brian 717-552-8675            
717-375-4700      brian@marionauction.com                                          

www.marionauction.com

This is a very nice line up of antique and pulling tractors. Tractors will be sold at 12 noon 
sharp and will be offered live and online. 

1952 Massy-Harris colt, 1968 Case 830 comfort king gas low hrs, 1954 Case VAC14, 1954 
Minneapolis-Moline ZB, 1949 Minneapolis-Moline U, 1957 Minneapolis-Moline 5 star diesel,MM 
445 supermoline, 1958 Allis-Chalmers D17, 1954 Case DC, Minneapolis -Moline U (Big Mo 
500), 1959 Case 800 Case-o-matic,1968 Case 730 comfort king,1955 Minneapolis-Moline UB, Al-
lis-Chalmers 91XT, 1954 Minneapolis-Moline ZB Rossco roller ( three known to exist), 1954 Case 
SC, 1961 Minneapolis-Moline GC1 W/cab diesel, JD 4010 3600 hrs,gas. LAWN TRACTORS: 
Sears 10hp 6 speed suburban, Allis-Chalmers 914 hydro,Case, Cub cadet 106, Allis-Chalmers 
8hp Homesteader,Allis-Chalmers 811 GT II 3speed, Cub cadet 73, Massey-Ferguson 7 electric 
start, also parts tractors, MM, AC,case, 12-15 pedal tractors, MM 605 power unit, Detroit 6v71 
power unit, Bamfords diesel, two cylinder Wisconsin water pump, Wisconsin air cooled motors, 
283 cubic once MM power unit,Wisconsin Jaeger pump, model 22 briggs and Stratton motors, 
two cylinder Wisconsin welder, club car golf cart, A small mustang promotional mower,Disston 
two man chain saw, pallets of wheel weights and suitcase weights, 2015 24ft enclosed car trailer 
7000 Lb, MM 3 bottom plows,Case 2 bottom plow, 2004 Dodge Laramie 4x4 With 92k miles. to 
many smalls to mention.  Auctioneer: Randy Ridgely

John Hill Retirement Auction
2621 Sandy Bend Road Wyoming, DE

Saturday, November 6 @ 10:00 am

Auctioneer ID#: 22316
Phone: 302-359-7114
License: 2001100563

ridgelysauction@aol.com
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Delmarva FarmerDelmarva Farmer
Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

Find the services you need with speed, just look here in the directoryFind the services you need with speed, just look here in the directory..

American Farm Publications
*Delmarva Farmer

*New Jersey Farmer
www.americanfarm.com

800-634-5021

Advertise in the Business Directory for only $40 
per week!  Call Tiffany or Emily (800) 634-5021

EXPERTISE TO GET THE 
JOB DONE RIGHT!

176 Bowman Rd., York, PA 17408 • Toll Free (888) 236-6795 • www.abcyork.com

From design through final construction, ABC York, Inc. is a single source company you can 
count on. For agricultural and commercial operations the answer is as easy as ABC York.

 ✔ Grain Dryers
 ✔ Grain Bins
 ✔ Material Handling
 ✔ Augers
 ✔ Parts

PRODUCTS:

 ✔ System Design
 ✔ Millwright
 ✔ Service

SERVICES:

717-529-3959
Kirkwood, PA 17536

Hours: M-F: 6am. – 4:45pm.   Closed S&S

INTERNATIONAL
HARVESTOR

The brands you trust!

Diesel Rebuilding 
Service Plans
Maintenance

Need a Diesel Mechanic?
Our Specialty...

This Space Available!! 
Add your information here in the  

Directory for only $40 per week, call 
 Tiffany or Emily today!!

800-634-5021

Valley Hoop
Structures

John Swartzentruber
(540) 691-3753

Simplified Installalation
Install yourself and save

Install available 
depending on location, 
or constructor of your 

choice.

Single Tube: 24’-36’ W
Sentry Series 40’-180’ W

Natural Lighting
Excellent Air Ventilation

Foundation Choices

Check out the options!
Any length available!

BEAT THE PRICE 
INCREASE FROM METAL 
SHORTAGE.  ODER NOW 
FOR DELIVERY ANYTIME 

THIS YEAR
Prepare for next year’s hay storage - put 
up a simple structure.  Put hay in dry 
with less hassle, better feed and save!

Valley Hoop
Structures

Manufactured by:
Sioux Steel Company

Check out the options!
Call for pricing and info!

John (540) 691-3753
Email:

valleyhoop@ibyfax.com

Single Tube: 24’-36’ W
Sentry Series 40’-180’ W

Natural Lighting
Simplified Installation

Better Performance
Easy Relocation

Put Livestock, Hay, Machinery, 
etc., in a dry location with a 

simple structure

Sale
5% off buildings odered by 

March 15th

   Look no further, we have job opportunities!   Seeking workers to assist in      
mixing/loading agricultural products/crop protection products, fueling 

equipment and assist in odd jobs when needed.  Must be available to work 
long hours during prime application season.  Knowledge in custom 

application is a plus, having a CDL would be better - but not required.
Serious inquiries call:  Monday-Friday 9AM – 4PM   302-349-5055

Looking for a seasonal job in the Agriculture Looking for a seasonal job in the Agriculture 
Sector?Sector?

Advertise your business 
here for just $40 per/

week.

Call Emily (800) 634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com

Advertise your business 
here for just $40 per/

week.

Call Emily (800) 634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com

Advertise your business 
here for just $40 per/

week.

Call Emily (800) 634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com
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HIGH DEMAND
HIGH PROFITS+

Learn more at PerdueHealthyOils.com

Grow Plenish high oleic soybeans and 
take advantage of Perdue Agribusiness 
“you grow it, we buy it” commitment. 
Increase your bottom line with up to 

90 CENTS PER BUSHEL PREMIUM  
offer by Perdue Agribusiness!


