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By JONATHAN CRIBBS
Associate Editor

Despite feverish sales, Rick Magill 
used a single word to describe this 
year’s Christmas tree market — 
“worse.”

Friendship Trees in southern Anne 
Arundel County, Md., opened this 
year, as it usually does, on Black 
Friday. 

The farm closed almost as fast as 
it opened. 

Roughly 1,400 trees were sold 
in just four brutally busy days, said 
Magill, 51, whose family owns the 
farm. 

It was, in a word, “worse” than last 
year, which was also extreme.

“It’s rough,” he said. “We got our 
family here, we’ve got some hired help 
too, and we just do it.”

It’s a common story among tree 
farms and sellers in the region and 
across the country. 

A constellation of problems, from a 
still-recovering national tree supply to 
supply-chain issues and environmental 
disruption along the West Coast, has 
created a frazzled market with fewer 
choices for consumers and skyrock-
eting prices.

Christmas tree growers selling fast in of frazzled market

See MARKET
Page 20

Modlins’ Tree Farm in Lothian, Md., was closed for business Dec. 8. The farm, pictured in the distance, opened on Nov. 26. “We 
were absolutely blown away by how quickly we sold out this year,” the farm said on its Facebook page.

Photo by Jonathan Cribbs
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By RICHARD McDONOUGH
AFP Correspondent

Slightly more than 200 farms are 
growing Christmas trees in Delaware 
and Maryland, according to the most 
recent statistics issued by the USDA. 

The 2017 Agricultural Census 
issued by the USDA NASS reported 
that there were $235,000 in sales of 
Christmas trees in Delaware, with 
$2,021,000 in Christmas tree sales in 
Maryland. 

An agricultural census is issued by 
the USDA every five years.

There has been a steady decline 
in the number of farms and acreage 
devoted to raising Christmas trees in 
these two states. 

There has also been a decrease in 
the number of cut Christmas trees 
harvested here. 

Through the years, more than half 
of all the Christmas tree farms each 
included less than 10 acres.

The USDA NASS indicated that 
there were 24 farms in Delaware 
growing Christmas trees in 2017. 

These farms used 246 acres for 
this crop. 

In Delmarva, a total of 5,401 cut 
Christmas trees were harvested in 

Christmas tree crop expected to improve in Del., Md.

See CROP
Page 17

Workers gather in front of a selection of pre-cut trees at the Cawley Family Farm in Denton, Md.

Photo courtesy Cawley Family Farm

With the USDA estimating nearly 
60,000 job openings in agriculture 
every year, it’s important that our 
youth understand the many diverse 
opportunities available in the 
industry and the impact these jobs 
can make on the community. 

Reflecting on the holiday season 
being a special time to give, I truly 
believe that giving students the 
knowledge and resources to pursue a 
career in this ever-changing field is 
invaluable. 

I’ve seen a tremendous growth in 
what we call the “other side of ag” 
— those who may not be driving a 
tractor or milking cows, but working 
every day to advocate for agriculture 
and help the industry continue to 
thrive. 

These students may be planning 
to become a veterinarian, agriculture 
teacher, soil scientist, food 
nutritionist, or even an ag loan 
officer — and they will all help 
shape the future of food, fuel and 
fiber production in our world.

 The technology industry 
has particularly expanded into 
agriculture quickly the past few 
years, and we foresee it continuing 
to grow and providing even more 
jobs in the future through careers in 
precision ag and bioengineering, to 
name a few. 

As a farmer and a parent myself, 

my wife and I have had the honor 
of teaching our children about 
agriculture and watching them learn 
and choose career paths both on and 
off of our family farm. 

We have realized that youth are 
more inspired to pursue careers 
on the other side of ag after 
being exposed to the possibilities 
offered, which often times doesn’t 
happen until they can attend higher 
education after high school. 

Understanding that this can 
be a challenge to many, the Farm 
Credit Foundation for Agricultural 
Advancement is awarding ten 
$10,000 scholarships to students 
pursuing a career in agriculture in 
2022. 

All applicants must reside within 
MidAtlantic Farm Credit’s territory 

Providing for 
agriculture’s future

CREDIT 
CORNER

By CHARLES WRIGHT IV
Chairman, Farm Credit 

Foundation for Ag Advancement

See WRIGHT
Page 21

 
                       

Over the past 14 years, MARBIDCO has funded 1035 rural business 
projects and assisted more than 541 young and beginning farmers. 
MARBIDCO partners with commercial lenders to offer low-interest 
loans to farmers and other rural businesses looking to expand or   
diversify their operations. MARBIDCO is also helping farm, forestry 
and seafood businesses recover from the COVID-19 Pandemic.      
Additionally, MARBIDCO offers the Next Generation Farmland  
Acquisition Program, as well as the new Small Acreage Next Gen 
Program, which helps young and beginning farmers to purchase (and 
preserve) good quality farmland. 

Happy Holidays from 
Maryland Agricultural Resource-Based 

Industry Development  
Corpora�on  

 

For more information, please visit the MARBIDCO website at:  
www.marbidco.org, or call 410-267-6807.  
Maryland Agricultural and  
Resource-Based Industry Development  
Corporation 
1410 Forest Drive, Suite 21, Annapolis,  
MD 21403 
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MDA encourages residents to buy locally-grown trees
ANNAPOLIS, Md. — The Mary-

land Department of Agriculture held 
its annual Maryland Christmas tree 
lighting ceremony outside its head-
quarters in Annapolis on Dec. 2. 

The 15-foot Douglas fir, donated 
by Deer Creek Valley Tree Farm in 
Harford County, will be displayed 
throughout the holiday season and 
encourages Marylanders to support 
our state’s Christmas tree growers by 
buying locally-grown, fresh-cut trees.

“Christmas trees are an important 
agricultural crop in Maryland and 
many of our farmers work year-

round to provide customers with a 
high-quality product,” said Maryland 
Agriculture Secretary Joe Barten-
felder. “This year more than ever, it is 
important that we continue to support 
our tree farmers. When you choose to 
buy locally you are helping support 
a Maryland farmer, boost the local 
economy, and help the environment.”

Maryland farmers offer some of the 
best fresh-cut holiday trees available, 
including the popular Fraser fir and 
Canaan fir as well as the Douglas fir, 
Concolor fir, Scotch pine, White pine, 
and Blue spruce. 

In Maryland, there are more than 
185 farmers growing nearly 2,200 
acres of cut Christmas trees, accord-
ing to the USDA’s 2017 Census of Ag-
riculture. Nationally, there are nearly 
15,000 farms growing 350,000 acres 
of Christmas Trees — most of which 
is preserving green space, according 
to the National Christmas Tree Asso-
ciation).

Fresh-cut Christmas trees are an 
important economic driver in the 
United States. 

Around the country, more than 
100,000 people are employed by the 

industry, according to the National 
Christmas Tree Association. 

According to USDA data, the in-
dustry generated over $357 million in 
sales in 2019.

Not only do real trees look and 
smell incredible, but they are also a 
renewable and recyclable resource 
that keeps unwanted waste out of our 
landfills. 

Artificial trees are often petro-
leum-based, imported from overseas, 

See MDA
Page 15

Handmade wreaths reflect Virginia’s seasonal cycles
ST. STEPHENS CHURCH, Va. — 

While wreaths are often hung during 
the holidays, some Virginia wreath 
makers create them for every season.

Blooms, pods, shells, husks and 
grains that flourish and fade within 
Virginia’s seasonal cycles become a 
lasting landscape snapshot when wo-
ven into wreaths.

Wreath designer Agnes von Still-
fried of King and Queen County said 
she’s inspired by natural materials. 
She transforms sliced magnolia pods 
into miniature pineapples. Pecan 
shells are painted like delicate robin 

eggs, and spring daisies are fashioned 
from slices of hand-painted corn cobs.

Also known as Virginia Wreath 
Maker, Stillfried’s favorite wreath 
is a thick lock of weeping lovegrass 
braided like a head of hair.

“It’s fun to make and so sturdy,” 
she said. “If you buy it today, it will 
be there in 15 years because it’s a 
heavy-duty sea grass—an amazing 
material.”

Wild mushrooms, t ree bark, 
pine-needle ropes, turkey feathers 
and the rough underside of magnolia 
leaves lend organic textures to Still-

fried’s original designs.
“All of the stuff I work with is 

from Virginia,” she noted. “Farmer 
friends let me cut grains like wheat 
and barley.”

Virginia’s natural scenes are sum-
marized in the wreaths, which histor-
ically represent the unending cycle of 
life. Stillfried, who holds a master’s 
degree in floral design, also creates 
traditional greenery wreaths.

“For me, good technique is import-
ant,” she said. “It needs to be made 
so it’s holding up at least through the 
holidays.”

Traditional wreath maker Roberta 
Clouse at Clouse’s Pine Hill Christmas 
Tree Farm in Frederick County has 
mastered her technique for selecting 
greens arranged into fragrant 18-inch 
wreaths that enhance front stoops 
throughout Northern Virginia.

She gathers an assortment of fresh-
cut fir and pine greenery, then overlays 
them in sections of a circle, clamped 
by metal claws with the stomp of a 
foot pedal.

See WREATHS
Page 15

Bunting’s DustingBunting’s Dusting
Est.Est. 1980 1980

As Farmers ourselves we realize it’s not how fast you can spray a 
field but how effective you can spray it.
Not all airplanes can spray every size field effectively.
-For this we have both larger and smaller planes.
-We spray in optimum wind conditions to maximize the effectiveness of the chemical.

Wishing Everyone a Merry Christmas

 (410) 430-8945
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By SEAN CLOUGHERTY
AFP Correspondent

TRAPPE, Md. — Laura Upham 
recalls a particular trip she and David 
McClain made a few years ago to sell 
furs from wildlife they had trapped.

The prices for the pelts going to a 
wholesale trader were so dismal and 
had been for quite a while, it was turn-
ing an Eastern Shore tradition from 
one of their favorite activities more 
work than it was worth.

“We got enough to buy ice cream 
and gas on the way home,” Laura said. 
“I think that was the year we decided 
to get into something else.”

While they still work with their 
wholesaler, that something else helps 
better justify their efforts in trapping 
nuisance and overpopulated wildlife. 

When their pelts come back from 
the tanner, they’re sent back out to a 
Pennsylvania crafter and turned into 
keepsake teddy bears. 

Authentic 
teddy bears 
are fur real

See BEARS
Page 14

“They all look completely different,” Laura Upham said of the bears made from fur she trapped. “They all have their own 
personality. There’s been one or two that I really wanted to keep.” 

Photo by Sean Clougherty
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By JANE W. GRAHAM
AFP Correspondent

WINCHESTER, Va. — Seeing a 
Christmas tree grown on their farm 
shining on the lawn of the Virginia 
Capitol probably was not something 
Ron and Roberta Clouse dreamed 
of in 1977 when they helped a FFA 
member. 

The Clouse family was in Rich-
mond Dec. 1 as Gov. Ralph Northam 
and First Lady Pamela Northam 
lighted the 25-foot tall, 20-year-old 
Norway spruce on Capitol Hill. It was 
grown on their farm. 

Ryan Clouse, the second generation 
to operate Clouse’s Pine Hill Tree 
Farm and president of the Virginia 
Christmas Tree Growers Association, 
said the Virginia Department of For-
estry was instrumental in getting the 
big tree to Richmond. 

That agency was actually there at 
the farm’s beginning. It gave the FFA 
member 100 seedlings to plant, Clouse 
reported. This was a part of a program 
across the state to create interest in 
forestry. 

Clouse said his parents had the 
space on their farm where trees could 
grow so they let the student plant his 
trees. 

Over the years as demand grew 
for real Christmas trees, the family 
expanded their no-animal agriculture 
to include Christmas trees. Today the 
farm grows trees on 20 acres of their 

130-acre farm. These include Fraser, 
Douglas, Concolor and Canaan firs; 
Norway and blue spruce; and white 
and Scotch pine. 

DOF cut the Norway spruce now 
standing on Capitol Hill. Clouse said 
the department had eight people work-
ing to wrap the tree and a lift to put it 
on the trailer to transport it.

Clouse credits two factors with 
helping increase the demand for real 
Christmas trees. The industry’s efforts 
to encourage people to keep it real 
with a live tree is one. COVID-19 is 
the other, especially for choose-and 
-cut farms such as his. People shut-in 
for so long found a way to get out in 
the open, experience the outdoors, 
breathe fresh air and take a bit of that 
home with them.

 One of the attractions at the Clouse 
farm is a ride on a Reindeer Train. 

One afternoon this fall, he said, 
nature provided a show of its own. A 
pair of bald eagles played above the 
trees, delighting the customers. 

The farm provides saws and carts 
to those who want to cut their own 
trees and then does the shaking, bal-
ing and loading needed to send happy 
customers on their way. 

In addition to the trees, the family 
farm sells wreaths, swags and tree 
stands.

Clouse who works for Farm Credit 

Pine Hill Farm began with a simple act of kindness

See KINDNESS
Page 16

The Virginia Department of Forestry had eight people working to wrap the spruce tree and a lift to put it on the trailer to transport it to the Virginia Capitol.

Photo courtesy Ryan Clouse

The forestry team that put together the tree presentation included from left, Deputy 
State Forester Ed Zimmer; Ron, Roberta and Ryan Clouse, Secretary of Agriculture 
and Forestry; Bettina Ring and State Forester Rob Farrell.

Photo courtesy Ryan Clouse
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By RICHARD McDONOUGH
AFP Correspondent

Hundreds of farmers grow Christ-
mas trees in Virginia. These farms 
are scattered throughout the Com-
monwealth. 

“Virginia-grown Christmas trees 
are a highly sought-after item this 
time of year,” said Michael Wallace, 
director of communications of the 
Virginia Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services. 

Department data shows that sales 
of Christmas trees amounted to 
$11,574,475 during 2019, and that the 
inventory of Christmas trees included 
4,341,773 trees in Virginia as of Dec. 
31, 2019.

The 2017 Agricultural Census 
issued by the USDA NASS reported 
that 464 farms utilized 11,151 acres 
to grow Christmas trees in Virginia. 
An agricultural census is issued by the 
USDA every five years. 

This specific census included de-
tails that showed that more than half 
of all these farms each included less 
than ten acres. 

A total of 474,902 cut Christmas 
trees were harvested in 2017. 

More than 70 percent of these cut 

Christmas tree farms producing green in Virginia

See GREEN
Page 10

Frans and Mary Kok pause at their Middleburg Christmas Tree Farm in Round Hill, Va.

Photo courtesy Middleburg Christmas Tree Farm

Season’s Greetings
corporate.perduefarms.com



 10            December 14, 2021, Christmas Special

trees were harvested from 28 farms of 
100 acres or more in Virginia.

The USDA NASS indicated in its 
2012 Agricultural Census that there 
were 594 farms with 10,000 acres of 
Christmas trees throughout Virginia. 
More than one-third of all of the cut 
Christmas trees — 478,069 cut Christ-
mas trees were produced in 2012 — 
were harvested on 11 farms of 100 
or more acres in the Commonwealth.

In 2007, the USDA NASS indicated 
that there were 481 farms with 9,414 
acres used to grow Christmas trees. 
A total of 313,710 cut Christmas trees 
were harvested in this year. 

More than one-third of all of these 
cut trees were produced at 17 farms, 
each of which had more than 100 acres 
of Christmas trees under cultivation.

For farms that don’t yet have many 
mature trees — trees generally seven 
to ten years old — some decide to sell 
pre-cut Christmas trees that they bring 
in from other farms to start to build a 
business enterprise.

That’s the situation at Firever Pines 
Christmas Tree Farm. Ben and Angel 
Snyder purchased a ten acre farm 
to grow Christmas trees in Caroline 
County, Va., in 2017. Each year since 
then, they have planted tree seedlings 
at their Virginia farm.

“We are currently selling pre-cut 
trees from North Carolina,” Ben said. 
“Each year, we harvest a few trees 
from our Pennsylvania farm to sell. 
We sell our handmade wreaths online 
through etsy and our website. 

Additionally, we host Pines and 
Pints events at local breweries. Partic-
ipants are given a pint of beer, a blank 
wreath, a bow and all the decorations 
they need to decorate their own cus-
tom wreath. During the off-season we 
grow and sell wildflowers, zinnias, 
and sunflowers.”

Ben has been active in learning the 
skills needed to operate a Christmas 
Tree enterprise from a young age. He 
noted that he began farming Christ-
mas trees at the age of 10 at his grand-
father’s Christmas Tree Farm (Haring 
Tree Farms) in Lewisberry, Pa. 

He said that he was heavily in-

volved with his grandfather’s business 
— learning the craft over the past 20 
years managing the primary location 
and tending to the trees throughout the 
season. In 2004, Mr. Snyder started a 
small farm of his own in Pennsylvania 
on his parent’s land where he still has 
trees growing.

Canaan Firs, Blue Spruces and 
White Pines are among several vari-
eties of Christmas trees being tended 
at the Firever Pines Christmas Tree 
Farm. He said those trees should be 
ready for harvest in about four or 
five years. “In the meantime, we are 
able to harvest and sell some Arizona 
Cypress Trees grown at our Virginia 
farm because they are fast growing 
trees,” said Ben.

One of the larger Christmas Tree 

farms in the Commonwealth is Mid-
dleburg Christmas Tree Farm located 
in Round Hill in Loudoun County, Va. 

The farm includes 126 acres, of 
which about 100 acres are used for 
Christmas Tree production.

“We have about 25,000 trees and 
seedlings in the ground,” said Frans 
Kok, owner of Middleburg Christ-
mas Tree Farm. He and his family 
have been operating the farm since 
1980. “This year, because of our 
strict COVID-19 policy, we expect 
to sell about 400 trees.” He indicated 
that sales are anticipated to be about 
$60,000 in 2021, with sales exclusively 
to consumers.

“We are down about 80 percent 
from 2018 because of climate change,”  
Kok said. “We have fungi in specific 

species which never were a problem 
when the summers were cooler and the 
winters were freezing. We destroyed 
about 7,000 trees which we should 
have sold were it not for additional 
disease problems.”

He noted that COVID-19 was a 
major problem in 2020: “Last year, 
we sold maybe six to seven trees to 
clients who know our farm very well 
and needed no support from our staff. 
It was a bad year.”

Kok is looking forward to better 
years in the future.

“With any luck, by 2024, we should 
be back up to about 1,500 to 2,500 
trees a year,” Kok said. This “…should 
bring in about $250,000 per year. It 
costs us about $150,000 per year to 
run the farm.”

By DEEDEE WOOD

(Editor’s note: DeeDee Wood is 
the owner of Black Cat Curiosities, 
an online antiques research and 
sales venue.)

Christmas tree ornaments always 
bring back a bit of nostalgia and 
Christmas memories when they are 
brought out from storage each year.

Tree ornaments for this season 
have a long history, and some of the 
materials used and manufacturing 
processes are quite interesting, thus 
putting them into the category of 
unusual historic Christmas tree orna-

ments in the antique market.
Many of the early Christmas tree 

ornaments that are antiques today 
came from Germany. 

“Dresdens” were three-dimen-
sional cardboard creations, using 
damp cardboard to mold and press 
forms into shapes. 

These shapes were later assem-
bled, embossed, painted, and added 
onto to create the desired effect. 

Popular themes were animals, 
Christmas themes, musical instru-
ments and nature-themed ideas. 

The name comes from the Dre-
sen-Leipzig area in Germany in 
which they were manufactured, 

from a time period of around 1880 to 
World War II. 

Cardboard degrades over time, so 
there aren’t many Dresdens left in 
the world. This makes them highly 
collectible.

Cotton batting Victorian orna-
ments are also highly collectible, and 
also have origins in Germany. 

Cotton batting was taken and 
hand-molded around wired forms, 
spinning tight so they could be paint-
ed and decorated. 

Popular themes included fruits 
and vegetables, cherubs and an early 
version of Santa Clause. 

Early Victorian Christmas trees 

of the late 19th century would be 
adorned with hanging cotton fruits, 
such as delicately painted blushed 
pears, apples and grape clusters. 

In later years of manufacturing 
in Europe, cotton was put on a lathe 
and molds were tightly spun into a 
variety of shapes. 

It was thought that cotton cre-
ations were also more child-friendly, 
as children could touch and play with 
this ornament without causing harm. 

These antique ornaments are very 
valuable, and original ones are hard 

Green ...
Continued from Page 9

See ORNAMENTS
Page 16

Trees at an early stage of growth at Firever Pines Christmas Tree Farm in Caroline County, Va.

Photo courtesy Ben Snyder

Unusual Christmas tree ornaments of the past
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See LIVE
Page 18

By JANE W. GRAHAM
AFP Correspondent

The live Christmas tree industry is 
enjoying an increasing demand for its 
product in the midst of a diminished 
number of trees this year. 

Growers are expecting to run out of 
trees in the early weeks of the season 
due to this demand.

Dr. Earl Deal, a veteran tree grower 
and retired North Carolina State Uni-
versity Extension specialist, predicts 
the 2022 supply of Christmas trees 
will be worse than 2021. 

Deal’s family operation grows 
Christmas trees on around 225 acres 
of steep land in western North Caro-
lina. They also grow landscape trees. 

John Carroll, vice president of the 
Virginia Christmas Tree Growers 
Association, believes the industry is 
at the bottom of a slump in inventory.

“It’s going to get better,” he said. 
“There’s a huge demand for Christ-

mas trees,” Ryan Clouse, VCTGA 
president said. “it’s a way to keep it 
real.”

While much of the discussion about 
Christmas trees this year is focused 
on the shortage of trees ready for 
sale, this trio of growers agree with 

Live Christmas tree availability on the move in Va.

Despite much of the discussion about Christmas trees this year is focused on the shortage of trees ready for sale, growers agree 
that inventory will get better.

Photo by Jane W. Graham

Tucker Mechanical & Irrigation Service, Inc.
Call Shannon in our parts department at 302-536-7730!

Open Mon.-Friday 8-5 , Saturday 8 - noon  
After hours parts service to keep you up and running!

Doug (302) 841-4853  • Keith Price - (302) 841-2704
Bill Drummond  (302) 381-1122

We would like to wish our customers We would like to wish our customers 
and their families a Merry Christmas and and their families a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year!!!Happy New Year!!!

Thank you for your Thank you for your 
patronage in 2021 and we patronage in 2021 and we 

look forward to serving you look forward to serving you 
in the new year!in the new year!
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Farm Fuels. Heating Oil. Propane. Heat Pumps. Furnaces. Boilers. Central AC.
Proudly serving the Mid-Coast for over 60 years!

Local Office 400 S. Aurora St., Easton, MD
410-822-4335

Warm Holiday Wishes from 
the Griffith Energy Services’ Family of Companies
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Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year from all of us at 

Maryland Agricultural 
Education Foundation, Inc. 

www.agtagmd.com

Herr & Leaman
Quality Used Farm Equipment

10 miles S. of Lancaster, PA 
along Rt. 222

717-786-1606

Happy Holidays from 
all of us at

302-877-0613

A. Curtis Andrew 
Auction, Inc. 

Auctioneers: Curtis Andrew/
Mike Roe CAI/ Miles Roe

410-754-8826/410-479-0756
www.acurtisandrew.com

Proudly Supporting 
Those Who Feed 
The World

Parts
  sales
    service

www.hoober.com

Bell Creek 
Equipment, LLC
Rt. 331 • Bethlehem, MD 

 - 410-673-2700 
 410-673-7771 

www.bellcreekequipment.com

CERESVILLE
 NEW HOLLAND, INC.
8102 Liberty Rd., 
Frederick, MD
1-800-331-9122
 301-662-4197

Scott Insurance
“Covering Your Crops”Field Crops

Aqua 
Culture

Let our 32 years of 
experience work for 

you!

Serving VA, NC, 
DE, MD, PA, NJ!

Office Address:
25112 Lankford Hwy

Cape Charles, VA 23310
Phone Number:
(757) 331-1385 

Toll Free:
(866) SCOTINS

Fax:
(757) 331-4328
Rawling’s Cell:
(757) 617-3198

Gail’s Cell:
(757) 617-3445

Merry Christmas 

Happy Holidays from 
all of us at

410.430.2494
wimberlyfarmsinc.com

SunriseSolarMD.com
      866.398.9011                  Licensed & Insured

Merry Christmas from all 
of us at Sunrise Solar.  We 
look forward to serving you 
in the New Year.

700 East Diamond Ave.
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

301-670-9300

9640 Liberty Rd.
Frederick, MD 21701

301-898-1200

1115 Baltimore Blvd.
Westminster, MD 21157

410-848-5000
www.rippeonequipment.com

410-754-8826/410-310-1826

FSA Preferred Lender     
Farmer Mac 
Approved Lender

Merry Christmas
www.ffb1.com    888.398.4119

Happy Holidays

Meadows Hydraulics 
Sales and Service Inc.

312 S. Division St, Fruitland, MD

1-800-345-3302
 www.meadowstruck.com

ParadiseEnergy.com | 410.845.2829

“Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
from the team at Paradise Energy.

www.acurtisandrewauction.com
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Bears ...
Continued from Page 7

“It’s just a really good alternative 
to have and to market the fur than 
basically giving it away,” Upham said. 
“People that buy them love them.”

For McClain, who raises hogs and 
chickens on a 33-acre farm in Trappe, 
adding more value to the furs fits into 
what he’s already doing. 

“There’s a trend nationally — small 
farm, buy local. I think this is just a 
part of that,” he said.

The bears are made in two sizes; 
a small one that sells for $120 and a 
large one selling for $200.

They’re available at local stores 
including Justamere Trading Post in 
Easton and McClain displays them 
at his stall in the St. Michaels Farm-
ers’ Market on Saturdays during the 
season. 

When the tanned hides of beaver, 
raccoon, fox and muskrat leave Mc-
Clain and Upham’s Windy Hill Fur 
Co., a select group heads to the capa-
ble hands of Renee Carpenter at R&R 
Trading Post in Lebanon County, Pa., 
where she combines furs from several 
pelts to complete a bear. 

“We make some requests but we 
also tell her to do her thing because 
she’s got a great eye for it,” McClain 
said.

When the finished bears come 

back, they are ready to become a 
keepsake for a family to pass down 
generation to generation. 

McClain said first time grandpar-
ents and parents are common buyers 

for their bears, and some have stayed 
local with others winding up in far-off 
states like Idaho. 

“They all look completely differ-
ent,” Upham said. “They all have their 

own personality. There’s been one or 
two that I really wanted to keep.”

McClain had been living on the 
Eastern Shore since 1989 operating 
a small farm with chickens and hogs 
and was having trouble with foxes 
infiltrating his chicken flock. 

He called in a trapper who helped 
McClain get set up on his own. The 
process and skill needed for trapping 
intrigued him. 

“Three foxes in four traps and I was 
hooked,” McClain said.

Upham works as a state forester 
in Delaware and growing up in Ver-
mont, she said she always wanted to 
be outside.

“I grew up outdoors,” she said. “I 
learned to hunt and fish at a young 
age.”

She took a trappers education class 
at age 12 but said she’s learned a lot 
from McClain and an ample supply of 
YouTube videos from other trappers. 

“I view it as a tradition that’s im-
portant to continue,” she said. “We 
need to get more people involved.”

The bears help with that, they said. 
They’re good conversation starters at 
the farmers’ market, McClain said 
and allows him to talk about the need 
for trapping overpopulated species 
like foxes to help the area’s ecology, 
how other parts of the animal are used 
and help sustain a part of the Shore’s 
heritage. 

“Any chance we have we show 
kids how we do this,” McClain said. 
“I jabber on to everybody about it.”

Having furs David McClain and Laura Upham trapped have made into teddy bears 
adds more value to their effort to manage wildlife and further an Eastern Shore 
tradition.

Photo by Sean Clougherty
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RICHMOND, Va. — A Canaan 
fir seedling planted 10 years ago has 
grown into the tree that will debut 
this Christmas season at the Virginia 
Executive Mansion.

The grand champion tree and hand-
made wreaths, selected by a three-
judge panel for the annual Virginia 
Christmas Tree Growers Association 
competition, will be delivered to Gov. 
Ralph Northam and his family on 
Nov. 29.

Tree entries are judged on straight-
ness, fullness and overall health and 
color in the contest that celebrates 

the diverse variety of Virginia-grown 
Christmas trees. Trees and wreaths 
were judged at the association’s annual 
meeting in August.

This year’s grand champion fir was 
grown by Louisa County Farm Bureau 
members Virginia and John Carroll of 
Claybrooke Farms. 

They have planted trees on 25 acres 
since 1984, and their trees previously 
have been presented to former gov-
ernors Bob McDonnell and Terry 
McAuliffe.

“It was a nice surprise because 
there were a good number of entries 

in the contest this year,” John Carroll 
said. “We are honored to win and 
present the tree to Gov. Northam and 
the first lady at the mansion.”

August’s winning Canaan fir was 
7.5 feet tall with green-blue hues, a 
pleasant aroma and sturdy branches. 
A similar, somewhat larger Canaan 
fir will have a holiday home at the 
governor’s mansion.

“The contest encourages growers 
to continue to keep growing better 
trees, with quality at its best for our 
consumers,” Carroll said, adding that 
cultivating gorgeous Christmas trees 

is a family endeavor.
“I didn’t grow the tree by myself,” 

he said. “But I did cut it!”
Robert O’Keeffe, who organizes 

the association’s competitions, said 
four categories of trees can be grand 
champion—firs, pines, spruces and 
others, like cypress or cedar.

“Fraser fir is the Cadillac of Christ-
mas trees, and most in-demand by 
consumers,” he said. “But the other 
trees are eligible and do win.”

MDA ...
Continued from Page 6

and do not biodegrade, so they eventu-
ally end up laying in landfills forever. 

In contrast, real Christmas trees 
can be recycled at the end of the holi-
day season, often chipped into mulch 
that returns important nutrients to the 
earth. 

There is an environmental benefit 
to buying real Christmas trees. While 
growing, Christmas trees emit oxygen 
and absorb carbon dioxide and excess 
nutrients. 

This helps protect local waterways 
from runoff. On average, Christmas 
trees grow for about seven years before 
they are ready for market. 

For every tree that is harvested, 
up to three seedlings are planted in 
its place (National Christmas Tree 
Association).

Buying locally-grown trees, includ-
ing choose-and-cut trees, supports 
family-owned farms and businesses, 
preserves farmland, improves the 
local economy, and protects the en-
vironment. 

To find a Christmas tree farm near 
you, visit MarylandsBest.net. 

For more information about the 
benef its of purchasing a Mary-
land-grown tree, visit https://www.
marylandchristmastrees.org/.

After the holidays are over, check 
with your county about its tree recy-
cling programs. 

For other tree recycling tips, visit: 
www.realchristmastrees.org/All-
About-Trees/How-to-Recycle.

Customers often pick up a seasonal 
wreath when they cut Christmas trees 
at the farm. 

Clouse can create up to four wreaths 

an hour, and she made more than 200 
of them last season.

“They will last through Christmas, 
depending on how you treat them,” 
Clouse said. “Between a storm door 
and a front door with the sun shining 
on it –– they’ll be cooked in about a 
week. But if you hang it outside with-
out too much direct sunlight, it will 
last through February!”

Wreaths ...
Continued from Page 6

Look for the annual ‘Showtime’ 
supplement in the Dec. 21 issue!

Va. growers present champion tree, wreaths to Northams

See GROWERS
Page 16

Del. DNR collecting toys as gifts for state’s children
DOVER, Del. — While To kick off 

the holiday season, Delaware Natural 
Resources Police are teaming up with 
the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys 
for Tots program to provide toys as 
gifts for children in local communi-
ties. 

The U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 
Toys for Tots program collects new, 
unwrapped toys suitable for boys 
and girls of all ages and distributes 
those toys as Christmas gifts to less 
fortunate children in communities 
nationwide.

 Toys will be accepted through Dec. 

15 at the following drop-off locations 
with Toys for Tots donation boxes, 
with donors asked to adhere to current 
mask requirements for state buildings 
when dropping off toys:

• All Delaware State Park offices 
statewide, including the Brandywine 
Zoo in Wilmington and the First State 
National Historical Park in New Castle 
County, Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m.;

• Delaware Natural Resources Po-
lice office in Sussex County at 23530 
Campbell Circle, Georgetown, Mon-
day through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

• DNREC Richardson & Robbins 
Building, 89 Kings Highway, Dover, 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m.; and

• Various locations and events 
throughout the state attended by Nat-
ural Resources Police officers.

For more information, or for the 
dates and locations of upcoming 
events where toys can be donated, 
contact officers with DNREC’s three 
Natural Resources Police units:

• Master Cpl. Andy Manning, 
DNREC Environmental Crimes Unit, 
andrew.manning@delaware.gov,  302-

739-9401;
• Sgt. Brooke Mitchell, DNREC 

Division of Fish and Wildlife, brooke.
mitchell@delaware.gov, 302-739-
9913; and

• Cpl. David Redgraves, DNREC 
Division of Parks and Recreation, 
david.redgraves@delaware.gov, 302-
272-3534.

For more information, visit toys-
fortots.org. 

To donate toys locally or make local 
monetary donations online, visit  Toys 
For Tots county websites with New 
Castle, Kent or Sussex.   



 16            December 14, 2021, Christmas Special

outlined some of the challenges of 
tree farming. This year there is a high 
demand for real trees and a short sup-
ply throughout the industry. He cited 
such factors as fewer trees having been 
planted recently and the difficulty of 
getting seedstock. Finding seedlings 
is almost as difficult as finding trees 
this year. Christmas tree growers often 
look to other growers for trees when 
they do not have enough to meet their 
orders.

The husbandry of tree growing is 
challenging as well, he indicated deer 

are his biggest challenge The cost of 
fencing to keep them out of the trees 
is prohibitive and there is not a lot of 
hunting pressure. Deer are not the only 
problem. He said the Mid-Atlantic 
offers multiple environmental issues. 
The high humidity of the region brings 
with it different challenges. Fungal 
problems and needle drop are among 
them. Japanese beetles are a foreign 
pest causing problems.

Clouse said Christmas tree growers 
are looking for better trees that grow 
quicker. He said that a lot of growers 
do not have the climate to grow Fraser 
firs, the tree that is in highest demand. 

They are native to the high moun-
tains in a small section of Southwest 
Virginia and Northwest North Car-
olina. 

Kindness ...
Continued from Page 8

Ken and Elaine Rhoades of Moun-
tain View Christmas Tree Farm 
in Shenandoah County submitted 
August’s grand champion wreath. 
The family will create similar, fresh 
wreaths to adorn the mansion’s gates 
and doors.

The Rhoades’ winning mixed 

green wreath was made with Scotch 
pine backing, topped with white pine, 
arborvitae and Turkish fir, with blue 
ice cypress accents.

Rhoades said his parents, Stephen 
and Sharon Rhoades, have long creat-
ed the stylish natural wreaths, which 
have fetched the grand prize in past 
association contests.

“It promotes a little competition in 
the organization, plus it’s a fun event,” 
O’Keeffe said. “And it’s beneficial for 
new growers to see the quality and 
variety of champion trees.”

Growers ...
Continued from Page 15

to find.
Indented antique Christmas 

ornaments were decorations created 
in times when candles were used on 
Christmas trees instead of electric 
lights. They had a faceted indention 
in the middle of the glass ornament, 
designed to reflect the light and re-
fract and display sparkle and illumi-
nation on the tree. 

The indention was usually 
one-sided, so the ornament had to 
be displayed with the faceted area 
facing the candles on the tree. 

These were also mainly manu-
factured in Europe in the 1800s, and 
later they had a mid-century come 
back, as people longed for more 
nostalgic Christmas ideas. 

Both versions still sell well today.
Unsilvered Christmas ornaments 

were matte ornaments made during 
war time rationing in the 1940s. 

Metal, in any form, was needed 
for the tides of war, so manufactur-
ers had to get creative. 

They would create paint-like 
effects on the outside of glass bulbs, 
often causing a matte effect (there 
wasn’t enough metal available at 
the time to coat the inside, which 
was the traditional method), and the 
hangers had to be paper, not metal. 

These unique ornaments are not 
sought for beauty, but, rather, for 
their time period in history. 

They are sold for profitable re-
turns in the antique market.

Last but not least in our journey 

through unusual antique Christmas 
tree ornaments would be the Christ-
mas pickle. 

An ornament, shaped like a pick-
le, is hidden somewhere on the tree. 

The finder of the pickle on Christ-
mas morning would receive an extra 
present from Santa, and would have 
good fortune throughout the year. 

The origins of this story are un-
known and undocumented. 

Some say it is rooted in some 
truth from old folktale legends of 
the Victorian era, when pickles were 
placed in barrels and cured. Some 
point to a Civil War legend involving 
an officer being given a pickle to 
prevent starvation in a prison camp, 
and others saying the pickle is a 
European custom of good luck, as 
it is the symbol of a preservation of 
food, and not going without stored 
pantries. 

Whatever the origin, it certainly 
is an interesting tradition that began 
in the late 18th century and contin-
ues to this day.

Christmas trees constantly 
evolve, have additions, subtractions 
and remakes each year. 

Many people do not stop to think 
or consider the contents and process-
es used to create antique ornaments. 

The unique creations of a by-gone 
era and the nostalgia and excitement 
created by these unusual antiques 
fuels interest, historical research and 
appreciation of an important, explor-
ative era in manufacturing.

Ornaments ...
Continued from Page 10

According to lore, whoever finds the Christmas pickle hidden in the tree would 
receive an extra present and would have good fortune throughout the year.

Photo courtesy DeeDee Wood
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Growers: Va. Christmas trees key to holiday traditions
WINCHESTER, Va.   —   More 

than 10,000 acres of pine, spruce and 
fir trees are grown on 500 Virginia 
Christmas tree farms, and that’s 
good news for families whose holiday 
traditions include choosing a fresh 
Christmas tree.

Whether hand-cut or purchased 
from a local retailer, the state’s grow-
ers insist there’s nothing like the real 
thing. Their Virginia-grown Christ-
mas trees illuminate homes statewide 
and brighten up living spaces from 
Ohio to Puerto Rico.

“Every local tree you can find will 
be sold this year,” predicted Ryan 
Clouse, president of the Virginia 
Christmas Tree Growers Association 
and a grower with Clouse’s Pine Hill 
Farm in Frederick County, a choose-

and-cut operation. “Already-tight 
supplies were further impacted by 
heat and fires in Oregon, which is the 
largest tree-producing state,” he said. 
“It’s best to come the first weekend 
after Thanksgiving to have the best 
selection of trees!”

Clouse’s Pine Hill Farm was estab-
lished in 1977 when Ryan’s parents, 
Ron and Roberta Clouse, allowed FFA 
students to plant pine trees on their 
property for a project. The first crop of 
pines was harvested in 1984, and the 
family continues to plant 1,000 seed-
lings a year. About 15,000 spruce, fir 
and pine trees currently are growing 
on 20 acres.

“We like to see families coming 
back — sometimes generations of 
the same families — who are really 

plugged into the Christmas tradition,” 
Clouse said.

A crop that requires more than five 
years of cultivation is often harvested 
in a single weekend by families dedi-
cated to the choose-and-cut tradition. 
Armed with saws, blankets, tarps and 
ropes, some of them line up at 9 a.m. 
on Black Friday to choose their trees.

Other families skip the saw and 
purchase fresh trees from local re-
tailers. Many U.S. stores are supplied 
by wholesale growers like Bottomley 
Evergreens and Farms in Grayson 
County. Bottomley is Virginia’s larg-
est Christmas tree farm and plants 
1 million seedlings annually on 600 
acres.

“This year we’ll cut around 600,000 
(trees),” said Carlos Taylor, Bottom-

ley’s Christmas tree manager. “They’ll 
go to Texas, parts of New Jersey and 
New York, Ohio, part of Florida and 
down to Puerto Rico.”

Virginia Christmas tree sales top 
$10 million annually, and the state is 
ranked seventh nationwide for harvest 
and production of fir, pine and spruce 
trees.

“And Fraser firs are the Cadillac,” 
Taylor said. “They grow better in the 
Blue Ridge Mountains than anywhere 
else. But you can’t pop a tree in the 
ground today and be ready to sell it 
this year.”

Workers hand-harvest most trees in 
the seventh year following a multi-sea-
son regimen of trimming and shaping. 
Cut trees are chilled for freshness 
prior to shipping.

2017. In 2012, the USDA NASS re-
ported that there were 31 farms using 
318 acres to grow Christmas trees. 

A total of 7,627 cut Christmas trees 
were harvested in 2012, while 10,819 
cut Christmas trees were harvested 
in 2007. 

The USDA NASS indicated that 
there were 49 farms that utilized 385 
acres to grow this crop in Delaware 
in 2007.

In Maryland, the USDA NASS 
reported that 187 farms utilized 2,177 
acres to grow Christmas trees in 2017. 

A total of 52,677 cut Christmas 
trees were harvested in that year. 

The USDA NASS indicated in its 
2012 Agricultural Census that there 
were 173 farms with 2,188 acres of 
Christmas trees throughout Maryland. 

In that year, 55,926 cut Christmas 
trees were harvested, while the num-
ber was 77,801 cut Christmas trees 
in 2007. 

A total of 2,978 acres were used to 
grow Christmas trees at 229 farms in 
Maryland in 2007.

Three Delmarva farms provide 
perspectives on Christmas tree op-
erations.

McCarthy Tree Farm is located in 
Middletown, Del. 

This farm includes six acres of 
Christmas trees.

Individual trees sell for $55 to $100, 
with sales direct to consumers in the 
tri-state area within 35 miles of the 
farm, according to Lynette McCarthy, 
co-owner of McCarthy Tree Farm.

“The weather in 2021 was not kind 
to the trees — very hot and little rain,” 
she said. “We lost almost half of what 
we planted and 100-plus of established 
trees, many that would have been sold 
this Christmas Season.”

She noted that weather is the major 
concern for the years to come: “We are 
100-percent organic and do not have 
irrigation.”

In Maryland, Needwood Farm is a 
relative newcomer to Christmas tree 
production. 

Located in Centreville, Md.., this 
farm is owned by David and Theresa 
Dawkins and eight acres are used for 
their Christmas tree crop “with plans 
to expand,” said David.

“We plant 600 to 1,200 bare-root 
seedlings each spring; some are 
planted directly into the production 
fields and some are planted in raised 
beds or pots to grow on for planting 
in [the] Fall or following spring,” he 
said. “Seedlings are very delicate 
and require almost perfect growing 
conditions, so the survival rate varies 
from year to year, depending mostly 
on growing conditions.”

The farm is in its fourth year of 
selling trees. 

“Our tree sales have grown each 
year,”  said David Dawkins. “We try 
to find a balance of selling enough 
trees to meet the local demand, while 
preserving enough trees to be harvest-
ed the following year. We are a niche 
market, targeting Eastern Shore of 
Maryland customers. We sell directly 
to consumers. 

“We are attempting to sell not 
only Christmas trees, but rather an 
on-farm experience where customers 
can spend time wandering in the tree 
fields, taking in fresh air, harvesting 
their own tree, observing our live-
stock, etc. 

“This year we also have business 
arrangements with a local photog-
rapher and a local food vendor. We 
are also offering freshly butchered 
freezer beef for sale. Again, we want 
our customers to have the full farm 
experience.”

David said that their goal “is to 
slowly expand the size of the Christ-
mas tree fields, thus the number of 
harvestable trees available each year. 

“This rate varies from year to year, 
completely dependent on growing 
conditions,” he added. “It takes from 
four to eight years to grow a har-
vestable tree, so setting and meeting 
annual production goals is something 
we are still learning at this point. We 
know that we have sold more trees 
each year, so annual expansion is a 
given.”

Aspects of nature are the “most 
impactful,” noted Mr. Dawkins, in the 
growing of the Christmas trees: “We 

are learning that pests such as invasive 
weeds, scale, fungus, etc., really affect 
tree growth, and thus production. The 
best thing we did was to register as a 
tree nursery with the Maryland De-
partment of Agriculture.”

“This gives us access to on-site 
inspections by an expert in the field, 
which leads to identification of specif-
ic pests and strategies to control those 
pests using integrated pest manage-
ment practices.”

“Another external force which 
impacts us is the global (or at least 
national) shortage of live Christmas 
trees,” David continued. “The current 
demand is greater than the supply. 
This is great for business, but not 
great if a potential customer cannot 
find a live tree for Christmas. We do 
not want to send a potential customer 
away without that perfect Christmas 
tree.” 

Another farm in the Delmarva is 
Cawley Family Farm in Denton in 
Caroline County, Md.

“We raise a variety of trees, includ-
ing Canaan Firs, Douglas Firs, White 
Pines, Concolor Firs, Blue Spruces, 
and Norway Spruces,” said Amy 
Cawley, part of Cawley Family Farm. 
“We have several thousand trees on 
12 acres. 

“They range in height from 2 to 
16 feet.” 

She noted that the farm also sells 

pre-cut trees brought in from other 
farms.

“We only sell direct to consumers,” 
Cawley said. “We also make wreaths 
out of trees and use the trunks to make 
wood-burned ornaments. 

“Our customers come from the 
Delmarva, the District of Columbia, 
and Annapolis areas. We target fam-
ilies as our slogan is ‘experience a 
family tradition.’”

The Cawley Family Farm is plan-
ning for the long-term: “We try to 
plant 1,000 or so a year,” Cawley said. 
“But due to the various factors, we do 
not have the selection on the lot we 
would like.”

As with other farmers, Ms. Cawley 
said that deer, drought, disease, and 
insects have affected operations. 

She also detailed that there is a 
lack of trees being raised across the 
country to meet the demand.

“Christmas tree farmers are an ag-
ing population,” she said. “[It’s] tough 
to find the next generation of growers 
to keep tree farms going or start new 
ones. Tree farmers do not see a return 
on investment for years to come be-
cause trees grow so slowly. Raising 
Christmas trees is a year-round job. 
It’s a lot tougher than one may imag-
ine. But we do it to see the joy on the 
faces of families when they come and 
leave with what they deem to be their 
‘perfect’ tree.”

Crop ...
Continued from Page 4
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Carroll’s prediction. 
Circumstances, efforts from grow-

ers themselves and from the public 
appear to point in that direction. These 
industry leaders offered their views in 
separate telephone interviews when 
asked about the current shortage.

Clouse termed the industry’s ef-
fort to “keep it real” as wonderful 
impact on demand. It coincided with 
the COVID-19 pandemic. All three 
men credited the corona virus with 
driving people outside to Christmas 
tree farms.

“COVID had a significant impact 
on it,” Deal said. “People who had 
stayed home decided to have a real 
tree. In 60 years in the Christmas tree 
business I’ve never seen people come 
out like they did last year. 

“Our retail was out Dec. 6. We were 
the last people in North Carolina to 
have trees.”

Deal’s headquarters, Smokey Hol-
ler Farm, is in Laurel Springs, N.C. 
He has another nearby in Grayson 
County, Va.

Carroll pointed to another factor 
in the shortage, the farms where trees 
were not being planting because of 

Live ...
Continued from Page 11

See LIVE
Page 21

It takes seven or eight years from the time a tree is planted until it reaches a desirable height and shape for a Christmas tree.  It 
takes even longer for the bigger trees some people look for each year.

Photo by Jane W. Graham
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Barbershop Chorus produces virtual holiday show
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — This is 

the time of year when the Virginians 
Barbershop Chorus usually would be 
putting the finishing touches on its 
Christmas show.

This year, though, any last-minute 
polishing of the harmonizing will 
come not in rehearsals but on the 
computer, where longtime director 
Mike Wallen is spearheading the 
effort to piece together video of past 
performances, along with three addi-
tional holiday songs that feature parts 
recorded by members at home and 
then are merged into a seamless piece.

It’s not a simple process to stitch 
everything together, and it’s certain-
ly not Wallen’s preferred musical 
method of ringing in the holidays. 
But he wasn’t about to miss another 
Christmas after last year’s program 
was canceled because of the pandemic.

“We desperately missed singing for 
our audience,” Wallen said.

By this past September, when the 
chorus hadn’t been able to resume 
in-person rehearsals, it became clear 
that producing a live show for Christ-
mas wasn’t going to be possible, so 
the Virginians moved to Plan B: a free 

“virtual show.” ‘’Home for Christmas” 
debuted on Facebook and YouTube 
on Dec. 4 and remains available for 
viewing.

COVID-19 has made things chal-
lenging for the chorus for going on 
two years now; its last live, full-chorus 
performance was its Christmas show 
in December 2019. In-person rehears-
als stopped in March 2020, but the 
chorus stayed connected — and kept 
its camaraderie alive — by holding 
weekly rehearsals via Zoom.

Chorus members were grateful to 
be able to see one another on Zoom, 

but its technology isn’t advanced 
enough to replicate the experience of 
singing together in the same room.

For a while in the summer, they 
tried “drive-in” rehearsals, where 
members sat in their cars in a parking 
lot at Regency Mall and sang, linked 
by microphones wired from individual 
vehicles to a sound board and mixer so 
members could hear everyone through 
their car radios or headset.

In September, after plans to get 

See CHORUS
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Avoid going overboard and over budget on kids’ gifts
By AMANDA BARROSO

(Editor’s note: Amanda Barroso 
writes for NerdWallet.)

It’s hard to resist the holiday 
messaging to buy gifts — and lots of 
them — to make the season brighter 
and more fulfilling. 

However, supply chain disrup-
tions may make this year’s shopping 
stressful, especially for parents 
looking to buy toys in short supply. 
Shortages aside, going overboard 
on gifts for your kids could create 

budget stress and unintentionally set 
unrealistic expectations for years to 
come. 

This year’s added pressures could 
offer parents a chance to rethink 
their holiday shopping and budget 
strategies. 

These tips from budgeting and 
parenting experts can help you cut 
through the noise and find what 
works for your family. 

Set Your Holiday Budget
A budget is crucial to keeping 

spending in check. If you’re strug-
gling to figure out a realistic holi-

day budget, review previous years’ 
spending. 

“You can literally pull up your 
credit card statements from last No-
vember and December if you want 
to get a general sense of where your 
money went,” says Andrea Woroch, 
a money-saving expert focusing on 
advice for mothers. Contemplate 
whether you want to repeat that 
spending pattern or if it left you 
stressed when January rolled around. 

Budgets change from year to 
year. “Things can change in a year 
dramatically,” Woroch says. “Did 

you have another kid? Did you get 
divorced or married, bought a house, 
get a new job, lost your job? Whatev-
er it is, you kind of have to reassess 
based on your current situation.” 
Take Inventory And Get Organized 

Things get lost in overflowing toy 
boxes. Taking inventory of what you 
already have is a great way to figure 
out what your kids need and an op-
portunity to set aside items they’ve 
outgrown. 

See GIFTS
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Millennial Money: How 
to shop at last minute

By COURTNEY JESPERSEN

(Editor’s note: Courtney Jespers-
en writes for NerdWallet.)

Supply chain snags. Sold-out 
merchandise. Empty shelves. Hefty 
shipping fees. Inflation. 

There are plenty of complications 
working against you this holiday 
shopping season.

And despite warnings to shop 
early because of pandemic-related 
delays, some of us didn’t prioritize 
holiday shopping in October and 
November. 

But all hope isn’t lost. Here’s 
what to do if you still have gifts left 
to purchase this month.

Watch for restocks
Keep checking back with retailers 

— both online and in stores — over 
the next few weeks, and you could 
be pleasantly surprised.

“Typically retailers get multiple 
deliveries in throughout a holiday 
season, so even if something is sold 
out earlier in the season, there’s 
always a chance that it could come 
back in stock in December,” says 
Katherine Cullen , senior director of 
industry and consumer insights for 
the National Retail Federation.

And remember all of those deliv-
eries that were supposed to arrive 
weeks ago? Well, they may finally 

make their way onto U.S. soil — 
and onto store shelves in the weeks 
ahead.

“With some of these delays that 
are impacting retailers at ports, 
we need to consider those holiday 
shipments they’ve scheduled for 
November. Maybe they’ll be coming 
in December,” Cullen says.

Besides physically visiting stores 
or manually checking websites for 
product availability, you can also let 
technology do the work for you. On 
many retail sites, you can enter your 
email address and sign up to be no-
tified when a particular item comes 
back in stock .

Check Delivery Deadlines
Once you find something you 

want to buy, make sure you’ll get 
it in time for holiday gatherings. 
If you’re unsure if something will 
arrive when you need it, Cullen 
recommends checking a retailer’s 
website and social media accounts, 
or calling your local store.

Cullen says retailers typically 
advertise order-by deadlines on their 
websites. These are the last days to 
order if you want your online pur-
chases to come by Christmas. 

If you pass the deadline, you may 
have to pay extra for expedited ship-

See SHOP
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About 94 million homes will put up 
a Christmas tree this holiday season 
with roughly 16 percent — or about 
15 million — of them farm-grown, 
according to the American Christmas 
Tree Association in Los Angeles. The 
majority will be artificial. 

But industry representatives said 
last week that anyone who wants a 
natural tree will be able to buy one. 
Across the country, news headlines 
abound regarding a tree shortage, a 
source of frustration for Doug Hun-
dley, spokesperson for the National 
Christmas Tree Association, a Lit-
tleton, Colo., group which represents 
tree farmers. He claims news of a 
nationwide shortage has been greatly 
exaggerated, not just this year but for 
the last several. 

“We have a tight market,” he said. 
“Without an excessive supply for the 
first time in 15 years, prices have been 
able to rise, and, honestly, it’s saving 
the industry. … We don’t know any 
community or group of people who 
can’t get a real Christmas tree.” 

That’s news to Don Hallowell, 
owner of Don’s Tree Farm in Green-
wood, Del. He sells trees from his 
farm and also serves as a wholesaler 
for retailers such as temporary tree 
lots that often pop up in shopping cen-
ter parking lots for the holiday season. 
Business, he said, is up by nearly a 
third this year, and he stopped taking 
wholesale orders in the first week of 
September, about two months earlier 
than he typically does. 

“There’s definitely a supply issue 
all across the country,” he said. “We’re 
getting phone calls from Colorado 
from people trying to buy trees in 
Oregon. ... If there’s not a supply is-
sue, why would somebody call me in 
Delaware trying to find trees?”

Record heat waves and wildfires 
in late June strained many Christmas 
tree farms in Oregon and Washington, 
which produce a large number of the 
country’s trees — a crop loss that 
will affect the industry for at least a 
decade. 

Many of Hallowell’s retail custom-
ers are frustrated when they show 
up and see the prices, he said, which 
have increased up to 20 percent over 
last year. But one of his common $175 
trees is selling now for about $500 in 
the Washington, D.C., metro area. 
Driving those increases are the same 
forces boosting prices for products 
across all industries, he said. He some-
times buys trees from farms in North 
Carolina. Shipping for a truckload 
used to cost $1,500. Now it’s about 
$4,500. 

“It’s crazy,” he said. “The cost of 
doing business is up in everything we 
do. It doesn’t matter whether it’s food, 
fuel. Whatever we were doing a year 
ago… is up 25 to 30 percent across 
the board.”

All of these issues are in addition 
to the usual concerns plaguing the tree 
industry, he said, such as the rising 
age of the average tree farmer and 
retirements. 

A Delaware Christmas tree as-
sociation he joined in 2008 had 37 
members. It’s now down to a handful, 
and the association is on its last legs, 
he said. 

“The Christmas tree industry is 
one of the hardest industries only be-
cause you can’t do it with tractors and 
combines,” he said. “It’s all manual, 
physical labor.” 

Maggie Wiles, retail manager at 
Greenstreet Gardens in Lothian, Md., 
isn’t sure there’s a shortage of actual 
trees, but she knows labor has been a 
huge problem. Businesses that make 
wreaths and other seasonal decora-

tions are struggling to find help, and 
tree farms in North Carolina which 
sell to Greenstreet don’t have enough 
drivers or labor to harvest trees and 
move shipments.

“The prices (of trees) are, like, 
crazy,” she said. “I know a lot of it is 
availability and a lot of it is freight. 
… But I was shocked with the prices 
of our trees.” 

An $80 tree last year — most likely 
a Fraser fir — could be $110 or more 
this year. Customers quickly realized 
elevated pricing is the new normal. 

“Early on, people were a little 
surprised, but once they started going 

around to other places, it’s the same 
across the board,” she said. 

Hundley’s tree association is urging 
customers to buy early both due to 
the lack of excess supply but also the 
behavior of other consumers who are 
buying earlier out of worry. Still, he’s 
certain there’s plenty of supply in the 
Delmarva region, and, he emphasizes, 
no shortage.

“The East Coast is saturated with 
Christmas tree farms,” he said. “I 
promise you, the week before Christ-
mas go out and see if there’s not 
Christmas trees available for you to 
buy. That’s our point.” 

Market ...
Continued from Page 2

Top, Friendship Trees in southern Anne Arundel County, Md., was forced to erect a “Sold Out” sign just four days after they 
opened on Black Friday. The farm sold roughly 1,400 trees in just four days. Bottom, Timothy Manoly, 17, left, and Andrew 
Mooney, 18, prepare a tree for display outside at Greenstreet Gardens, a garden center in Lothian, Md., on Dec. 8. The center 
has had trouble getting trees from North Carolina due to a shortage of labor and drivers, which is boosting prices for Christmas 
trees to record highs.

Photos by Jonathan Cribbs
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or Washington D.C and be a high 
school senior or a student currently 
enrolled in a two or four year 
educational program. 

Applications are accepted online 
only, now through Jan. 7, 2022. 

To learn more about the 
Farm Credit Foundation for 
Agricultural Advancement and 
to apply for a scholarship, visit 
FCFoundationForAg.org or 
follow us on social media at the 
#OtherSideOfAg.

Wright ...
Continued from Page 4

Live ...
Continued from Page 18

growers aging out. He reported al-
ready having inquiries about trees 
for 2022.

The nature of a tree itself is con-
tributing to the shortage. It takes seven 
or eight years from the time a tree is 
planted until it reaches a desirable 
height and shape for a Christmas tree. 
It takes even longer for the bigger trees 
some people look for each year.

Deal traced the decline to the 
present, sharing figures about his 
own trees. 

From 2014 to 2016 he said people 
had a harder and harder time finding 
trees. 

Finally in 2019, the failure of grow-
ers to plant trees in the 2008 recession 

hit home. There was a shortage of 
meeting the needs of customers. 

This year he is using more five 
to six-foot trees and some six to sev-
en-foot ones. He reported having only 
70 percent of his inventory in 2020 
for those trees. It has fallen to only 
50 percent for  eight-foot trees and 
26 percent for nine-foot trees. As the 
trees get tall, the percentage continues 
to fall.

Clouse and Deal both pointed to 
the check-off program passed five 
years ago by the industry’s Marketing 
Board. They credit its efforts to edu-
cate the public as helping increase the 
demand, and perhaps, the willingness 
to pay more.

“I think we are seeing some impact 
from those efforts, Deal said. “Young 
families want real trees. They want to 
buy local. They see that it contributes 
to the environment. We’re seeing a 
real tree.”

Look for the annual ‘Irrigation’ 
supplement in the Jan. 18 issue!

ELIZABETHTOWN, Pa. — Mes-
sick’s in Elizabethtown has announced 
the opening of its Christmas Light 
Show for its ninth year. 

The show is free and open to the 
public who can drive up and enjoy a 
show full of tractors, lights and energy 
filled Christmas music from the com-
fort of their car. 

Messick’s Christmas Light show 
features thousands of lights synchro-
nized to exciting holiday music that 
is broadcasted to an FM radio station 
so visitors are able to enjoy the entire 
show from the comfort of their vehi-
cles. It will be held at 187 Merts Drive.

Volunteers from Messick’s will be 
collecting donations to benefit five 
local charities again this year. 

All of the proceeds collected will 
go to Mennonite Disaster Service, 
ECHOS (Elizabethtown Community 
Housing and Outreach Services), 
Paxton Ministries and the Water Street 
Rescue Mission. 

Messick’s Christmas Light Show 
opened on Dec. 4 and will run every 
evening through Dec. 29 from 6-9:30 
p.m. Shows run in batches every 15-
20 minutes

In 2013-19 combined we’ve raised 
over $254,000 for local families.

For more information, visit https://
messicks.com/messicks-2020-christ-
mas-light-show.

Messick’s Equipment light display to aid local causes

Messick’s seventh annual Christmas light show features more than 70,000 lights choreographed to holiday music.

Photo courtesy Ryan Pabon
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back together at their usual church 
fellowship hall were scuttled by a 
resurgence of virus cases in the area, 
the chorus started meeting for outdoor 
rehearsals on property at Providence 
United Methodist Church in Chester-
field County.

Members gathered at a picnic 
shelter, physically distanced from 
one another, and sang as Wallen led 
the group using the bench of a picnic 
table as a conductor’s stand. They 
plan to resume meeting indoors again 
on Tuesday — for fully vaccinated 
members — at their old rehearsal 
spot at Bethlehem Baptist Church in 
Henrico County. 

They will follow public health 
guidance in an effort to keep every-
one safe, according to an email sent 
to members.

The long COVID-related interlude 
came right after a somewhat momen-
tous development for the Virginians: 
the decision to welcome women into 
the previously all-male chorus. The 
local group, founded in 1945 as the 
“Tobaccoland Chorus,” followed the 
lead of the national organization, the 
Barbershop Harmony Society. That 
group, which has singers worldwide, 
opened its ranks to women in the fall 
of 2019.

A few months later, Erin Cook 
joined the Virginians and attended 
a few rehearsals before things shut 
down, and Jan Owen came into the 
chorus shortly thereafter, just before 
the Zoom rehearsals began. Four other 
women have joined in the meantime. 

The chorus has an active member-
ship of about 50.

The Barbershop Harmony Soci-
ety welcomed women as part of its 
“Everyone in Harmony” mission in 
2018 — an effort, as the organization 
says on its website, to better reflect 
modern society.

Although there are similar or-
ganizations for women — Sweet 
Adelines International and Harmony 
Incorporated — and men and women 
have long sung together in mixed 
barbershop quartets, BHS says it 
felt compelled to offer opportunities 
for women in the setting of a larger 
chorus.

“The Barbershop Harmony Soci-
ety believes that what we offer — the 
experience of singing together in har-
mony — is meaningful to all people, 
and should therefore be accessible to 
people in all combinations,” according 
to the group’s website.

“Its focus on inclusivity ... I just 
think is the most wonderful healthy 
mindset,” said Cook, the first wom-
an to have accepted the Virginians’ 
invitation.

Cook was hardly a stranger. Her 
husband, Dan, is a member of the 
Virginians, and she had served as a 
voice coach for the chorus. Both of 
her parents were singers, and she’s 
a third-generation member of Sweet 
Adelines. 

She’s loved barbershop harmony 
for as long as she can remember, 
which factored into her majoring in 
music in college and earning a mas-
ter’s in music education.

“I love it,” Cook said of the chang-
es. “I do kind of look at it (like) it’s 
about time.”

While men and women could sing 
in their own choruses, opportunities 

to sing together were lacking in bar-
bershop groups. Mixed barbershop has 
become popular in Europe, she said.

“Singers over here were looking at 
that, going, ̀ We’d like the opportunity 
to do that.”’

Cook joined the Virginians and 
was made an associate director of the 
group. While at some point barbershop 
arrangements might have to be revised 
to take advantage of a mixed chorus, 
Cook said there is “plenty of room” for 
women’s voices among the harmonies 
of a previously all-male barbershop. 
Wallen believes higher female voices 
will add “beauty and clarity” to the 
sound.

Like Cook, Owen already had a 
connection to the music and to the 
Virginians. She has been a member 
of the Sweet Adelines since 1976, and 
her husband, Vic, was a member of 
the Virginians for 45 years until his 
death in 2019.

“When they opened the Virginians 
to women, it was just something I 
thought I could do,” said Owen, who 
already was friends with many of the 
chorus members. “I knew my husband 
would be happy I did that.”

The hourlong Christmas program 
will feature 17 songs, including 14 
from past shows and the three that 
Wallen is piecing together from the 
individually recorded parts.

One holiday favorite, “I’ll Be 
Home for Christmas,” will feature 
an introduction by one of their most 
remarkable singers that was recorded 
a few days before he died.

Charlie Negri was not quite 97 
when he died on Oct. 9. 

He was 84 when he auditioned for 
the Virginians and joined the group, 
becoming, as he joked to me for a 2019 
story, “the shortest and oldest member 

of the chorus.”
His fellow barbershoppers remem-

bered him more for his “sparkling 
personality, his wit, his love of singing 
and his honorable military service to 
our country,” his friend and fellow 
singer Hardman Jones told me.

Negri was a first-generation Amer-
ican — his mother immigrated from 
Switzerland, his father from Italy — 
who served in World War II and, as 
an Army private on night patrol in 
Italy, was seriously wounded in 1944 
when enemy fire shredded his left 
arm below the elbow. Seventy-five 
years later, all he recalled feeling was 
fortunate he had survived.

From those days, he also remem-
bered the feeling of hearing Bing 
Crosby singing “I’ll Be Home for 
Christmas” a few months earlier while 
sitting in a muddy foxhole. 

His emotional rendering of hearing 
the song come over the radio became 
a signature at the chorus’ Christmas 
concerts.

Diagnosed with cancer in Septem-
ber, Negri desperately wanted to be 
part of this year’s Christmas show, 
so Wallen visited Negri’s home and 
recorded Negri telling the story.

“One take,” Wallen said of Negri’s 
flawless retelling.

Negri’s intro will be the final spo-
ken word in the show, followed by 
the chorus singing “I’ll Be Home for 
Christmas,” a virtual production from 
the chorus members’ contributions 
that they recorded at their homes and 
sent to Wallen to be assembled.

“He asked me when it was done, 
`What did you think?”’ Wallen re-
called Negri asking after recording 
the intro. “Well, I was all choked up, 
but when I got my composure, I said, 
`It was perfect.’ ‘’

Chorus ...
Continued from Page 19

ping. Or, you could miss Christmas 
delivery altogether.

The United States Postal Service 
has already announced its holiday 
shipping deadlines. Dec. 15 is the 
cutoff for retail ground shipping 
in the contiguous United States for 
delivery before Christmas. You can 
expect major retailers to advertise a 
similar date.

Sometimes, specific products 
are backordered or have shipping 
estimates that differ from the overall 
website. Always pay attention to 
notes about the product as well as 
the estimated delivery date when 
you’re navigating the online check-
out process.

If you don’t want to cut it too 
close, you could always shop in per-
son at a local small business instead. 

And if something you ordered 
doesn’t arrive when expected, con-
sider taking a picture of the gift and 
giving that as a place holder for the 
forthcoming physical product.

Buy A Gift Card
While gift cards aren’t the most 

Shop ...
Continued from Page 19

See SHOP
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Items in good condition can be 
donated or sold in online market-
places to other parents looking to 
catch a deal. 

Keep Track Of Early Purchases 
Gifts bought weeks or even 

months ago may have fallen off your 
radar — especially if you’ve hidden 
them well. Before hitting the stores, 
make a list of previous purchases. 

“If you’re not writing down what 
you bought, you’re going to forget 
what you had,” says Woroch, who 
suggests using an app called San-
ta’s Bag — although a note on your 
phone or old-fashioned pen and pa-
per can work just as well. Tracking 

purchases throughout the season can 
help prevent overspending. 

Find A Gifting Strategy 
That Works Every Year

“Something they want, some-
thing they need, something to wear, 
and something to read” is a popular 
phrase, and for good reason: It sets 
parameters on gift-giving and works 
no matter how old the child. 

Another strategy is buying fewer 
toys and focusing on what supports 
your child’s development, which is 
especially important for younger 
children. Kathryn Humphreys, an 
assistant professor in Vanderbilt Uni-
versity’s Department of Psychology 
and Human Development, suggests 
finding toys that allow collaboration 
and open-ended play. 

“Fewer well-selected toys is 
likely better than a large number 
of toys that would be difficult for 

the child to keep track of through a 
busy day of present opening,” she 
said in an email. “I find with my 
own kids that anything over two to 
three presents is quickly forgotten 
given that Christmas is already quite 
exciting.”

Spend On Experiences 
That Last All Year

Woroch suggests purchasing 
a subscription box for kids for a 
“gift that keeps on giving” after the 
holidays are over. There are tons of 
options for kids that deliver every-
thing from art projects, Montessori 
toys and diverse books each month. 
Some of these services might be 
running holiday promotions, so be 
on the lookout for a deal. 

Resist the comparison game 
It’s hard for parents to resist com-

paring themselves to others, espe-
cially when social media feeds are 

overloaded with holiday photos. Just 
remember, you don’t know what’s 
going on behind the scenes. 

“It is so easy to get wrapped up 
in what other families are spending 
and moms are doing that you feel 
bad and you end up spending more,” 
Woroch says. 

You’re looking at a highlight 
reel and don’t know if that family is 
spending beyond their means. 

Memories are free 
If the holiday gifting frenzy grabs 

you, just remember that this time of 
year is about more than things. 

“At the end of the day, it’s really 
important to remember that the holi-
days aren’t about the physical gifts,” 
Woroch says. “Creating memories 
and maybe creating traditions that 
don’t cost a lot of money is such a 
great way to connect and bond with 
your kids.”

Gifts ...
Continued from Page 19

Delaware Farm Bureau’s Women’s Committee work for needy

 Delaware Farm Bureau’s Women’s Committee, some of whom attended the DFB’s annual meeting in Dover Dec. 7, collected packaged food for needy families which 
will be donated to local food pantries in all three counties.

Photo by Carol Kinsley

personal gift, they may be the most 
practical gift of 2021.

“If there’s any year to give a gift 
card, this is it,” says Darrin Du-
ber-Smith , senior lecturer of mar-
keting at Metropolitan State Univer-
sity of Denver.

Gift cards allow for digital deliv-
ery, which can circumvent shipping 
logistics completely. And there’s 
little to no risk of a gift card being 
out of stock. 

But while gift cards and certifi-
cates will be less of a headache for 
the gift giver, they could present 
limitations for the recipient — par-
ticularly if empty shelves persist into 
January. 

Those you give gift cards to 
might have to hang onto them for a 

while before cashing them in.
“Consumers are going to have 

to be patient in terms of redeeming 
their gift cards,” Duber-Smith says.

Wait Until The Very Last Minute
If you’re not the type of person 

who gets stressed out by waiting 
until the very, very, very last minute, 
there’s one more path to securing 
presents — and at a discount. 

Super Saturday is the nickname 
for the last Saturday before Christ-
mas. 

This year, that’s Dec. 18. Cullen 
expects stores to host sales on this 
major shopping day, just as they do 
every other year.

Last year, department stores, 
makeup brands, shoe stores and 
more offered discounts as high as 70 
percent off.

If you go this route, be aware that 
you’ll likely need to go to the store 
or order online for store pickup. And 
inventory may be low, reducing your 
choices.

Shop ...
Continued from Page 22
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