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By JANE W. GRAHAM
AFP Correspondent

DUBLIN, Va. — Members of New 
Dublin Presbyterian Church here in 
Southwest Virginia shared the Christ-
mas story to its congregation Dec. 12 
when a local farm family created a 
drive-through Nativity scene.

The congregation that traces its 
founding to 1769 and the Guthrie fam-
ily whose roots go back to that time 
worked together to bring Christ’s birth 
alive for motorists driving around 
their state-of-the-art dairy barn com-
plex on their Hillside Farm. 

Dale and Janet Guthrie Flory and 
their son and daughter-in-law Scott 
and Laura Oglesby Flory, joined forc-
es with their daughter and son-in-law 
Elaine and Dan Claffeys to host the 
event. 

The Florys operate Hillside Farm, a 
240-cow dairy, and and the Claffeys, 
both veterinarians, just celebrated a 
year as owners of their own animal 
hospital. Dale and Janet had started 
the dairy herd in 1980 on land that 
Janet’s family has farmed for 200 
years and Laura and Scott joined the 
family business in 2009.

The location of the farm beside a 
primary highway and the configura-
tion of driveways around the barns 
enabled the family to offer easy ac-

cess and traffic flow. Visitors could 
see shepherds caring for their sheep, 
the innkeeper turning people away, 
the Holy Family and angels clustered 
around a live baby. 

As visitors left, they saw wise men 
off to the East heading to the barn. A 
large, lighted star on a nearby silo, a 
long-time Flory tradition, could be 
seen as well.

The family was joined by church 
members, other relatives and friends 
in creating the different scenes along 
the way. One church family brought 
the sheep for the event and cared for 
them on the hill.

Curtains on the cow barn were left 
open so visitors could see the resting 
Holsteins that are milked by robots.

During the hour-long event, the 

family welcomed 25 cars carrying 
church members. They did not adver-
tise the drive-through for the public, 
seeing it as a test run for future Christ-
mases.

“I’m really proud of the members 
for making this happen,” the Rev. Sara 
Jane Nixon, church pastor,” said.

She added she is hopeful this will 
become a tradition.
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Simulator popular among non-ag players
By JONATHAN CRIBBS

Associate Editor

From a folding chair in the bed-
room he shares with his fiancé, Deane 
Allen saved for two years to buy his 
new combine setup — a John Deere 
X9 paired with a 50-foot Draper head-
er and a 24-row corn header.

The revenue from consecutive 
corn and soybean harvests helped the 
43-year-old raise about half a million 
dollars for the purchase.

“It’s something,” Allen said with 
pride last week.

It’s also not real.
Allen, who lives in Salisbury, Md., 

and grew up working his family’s 
farm, didn’t technically buy an actual 
combine, at least not one you’ll see 

harvesting fields on the Eastern Shore. 
The equipment was purchased 

within the pixelated reality of a video 
game — more specifically, a farming 
simulation appropriately titled Farm-
ing Simulator. 

It’s an increasingly popular title 
that allows ordinary people — and 
farmers, believe it or not — the oppor-
tunity to launch their own agricultural 
empire from the cozy vantage of a 
computer screen, television or smart-
phone.

 Giants Software, its Swiss creator, 
released last month the game’s newest 
iteration, Farming Simulator 22. 

While the game may not be popular 

Virtual farming game 
has growing fan base

Members of the host family for the drive-through Nativity scene at Hillside Farm included, from left, angels Rose Oglesby and 
Sophie Flory; Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus portrayed by Elaine, Dan and Charlotte Claffey; and angel Janet Flory.
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Event draws 25 cars of 
parishioners in test run

Farmers host Nativity scene experience for church
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By CAROL KINSLEY
AFP Correspondent

DOVER, Del. — No resolutions had 
been offered in advance of the Dela-
ware Farm Bureau’s annual meeting, 

Dec. 7 but Kent County Farm Bureau 
President Stewart Ramsey suggested 
one: “Let it be resolved that Dela-
ware Farm Bureau be proactive and 
engaged in any process of real-estate 
assessment taking place in Delaware 

with the goal of reducing or eliminat-
ing the tax burden on farm structures.”

A lively discussion followed, with 
Ramsey’s summary: “Basically, we 
need to be at the table.”

DFB President Richard Wilkins 

said he has been acting as the orga-
nization’s lobbyist and was already 
working with contractors who will be 

By RICHARD McDONOUGH
AFP Correspondent

MECHANICSVILLE, Md. — Roger 
Lavoie became a farmer as a second 
career, yet he has accumulated decades 
of experience growing Christmas trees 
for more than 34 years.

Prior to operating a farm, Lavoie 
worked as a senior manager in the 
U.S. Department of Defense. Much of 
his time there was working in depots 
supplying the U.S. Navy and the Ma-
rine Corps.

“As I was planning on retirement 
from government service, I wanted 
something to keep me busy,” Lavoie 
said. “I also wanted to be able to do 

something that would allow me time 
to travel and the ability to save some 
taxes. 

“Owning a Christmas tree farm 
seemed to be the best option.”

Lavoie’s Evergreen Acres in St. 
Mary’s County includes 30 acres of 
land; 8 acres are planted with Christ-
mas trees. 

“We planted our first trees 34 years 
ago and harvested our first tree about 
six years later,” he said. In an average 
season, the farm sells 200 to 250 trees.

Among the trees he grows are Cy-
press, Fir, Pine and Spruce varieties of 
Christmas Trees, including Leyland 
Cypress, Nordmann Fir, White Pine, 
and Norway Spruce, among others.

During his time as a farmer, he 
noted that Christmas tree farming has 
changed in the area. 

“Three area Christmas tree farms 
have been sold in recent years,” he said. 
“As with many other farms, as the par-
ents age or move, their children aren’t 
interested in continuing the farming 
operations.”

Outside events have also had an 
impact at Evergreen Acres. 

“Prior to 9/11, we had a number of 
schools visit our farm,” Lavoie said. 
“Since then, there have been very few 
tours.”

Delaware Farm Bureau: ‘We need to be at the table’

Roger and Nancy Lavoie started Evergreen Acres in Mechanicsville, Md. in 1987 after Roger retired from the U.S. Department Roger and Nancy Lavoie started Evergreen Acres in Mechanicsville, Md. in 1987 after Roger retired from the U.S. Department 
of Defense. of Defense. 
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Evergreen Acres’ Lavoie reflects on 
farming’s evolution over 34 years

MFB maps 
out policy 
for state

leg. session

See TABLE
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By SEAN CLOUGHERTY
Managing Editor

CAMBRIDGE, Md. — Delegates 
of the Maryland Farm Bureau annual 
convention reviewed and amended the 
group’s policy on numerous agricul-
ture-related issues during its annual 
convention on Dec. 6-7. 

The updated policy is used to guide 
its advocacy on legislative issues at the 
state and national level.  

This year, a national policy res-
olution from the convention affects 
wildlife management on federal lands; 
“We support requiring federal agen-
cies to manage wildlife populations 
on federal lands in a way that mini-
mizes damage to neighboring private 
property including crop damage and 
livestock depredation,” the delegates 
approved. 

On the state level, new policies 
were introduced on cyber-ag security 
for the food chain and on urban agri-
culture. The Maryland Farm Bureau 
approved support for research and 
implementation of cyber-ag security 
programs to protect local and state 
supply chains. 

The association bolstered its sup-
port of urban agriculture by adding 
policies, such as modifying zoning 
laws, grants, training programs and 
use of Open Space funds to purchase 
easements on vacant lots and greens-
paces within city limits. 

Under it’s Agriculture Education 
section, the Farm Bureau recommend-
ed expanding FFA and ag education 
programs approved by the Maryland 
State Department of Education into 
middle schools.

In the Agricultural Viability sec-
tion, delegates approved support 
for “incidental outdoor stays as an 
accessory use on a working farm. 
Regulations and approvals should 
be addressed on a county-by-county 
basis.” 

They also approved a resolution 
encouraging “landowners to clearly 
define property boundaries for agri-
tourism activities.”

In the Chesapeake Bay Cleanup 

See POLICIES
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By MELVIN BAILE

(Editor’s note: Melvin Baile is president of the 
Maryland Grain Producers Association and grows 
corn, soybeans and green beans on his farm.)

If I told you that there was a company that had 
used the federal government to secure a monop-
oly on an American market, dramatically hiking 
the price of products for consumers, you would 
probably say this must be something straight out of 
a movie. 

But this is something that is happening to corn 
growers in Maryland and across the country, and, 
as a result, economists are releasing dire projec-
tions showing farm profits are evaporating in real 
time.

The problem began when Mosaic Co., the na-
tion’s leading fertilizer producer, filed a complaint 
with the International Trade Commission against 
fertilizer companies in Morocco and Russia. 

In March, the ITC responded to that petition by 
placing tariffs on phosphorous fertilizer imported 
from those two countries. 

Farmers were already facing supply shortages 
thanks to restrictive trade policies and the fallout 
from Hurricane Ida, among other issues. 

The new tariffs have ensured that farmers are 
faced with even bigger shortages and higher price 
hikes. It made a bad situation worse. 

New projections from economists at the Univer-
sity of Illinois are showing that, thanks to higher 
fertilizer costs, farmers in that state are expected 
to see a 34-percent decrease in income next year. 

While those projections may speak directly to 
the plight of Illinois farmers, they are also illustra-
tive of what’s happening here in Maryland, where 
farmers tell me they’re paying as much as 200 
percent or more than last year on fertilizers.

The situation became even more dire when the 
ITC, reacting to a petition by fertilizer company 
CF Industries, recommended placing tariffs on fer-
tilizers from Russia and Trinidad & Tobago. 

Mosaic has clearly provided a tariff manipula-
tion playbook for other fertilizer companies.

Mosaic will no doubt defend itself by blaming 
large Moroccan fertilizer companies for their envi-
ronmental practices. 

But regardless of whether a company in anoth-
er country offended the executives at Mosaic, the 
truth remains that the fertilizer behemoth over-
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STATEMENT ON COLUMNS: The columnists’ views 
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reflect those of The Delmarva Farmer. See BAILE
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 VIEWPOINT

Supply shortages threaten corn growers

The Christmas Story
(From Luke 2:1-19)

And it came to pass in those days, 
that there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus, that all the world should be 
taxed. (And this taxing was first made when 
Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)

And all went to be taxed, every one into 
his own city. And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 
Judea, unto the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David) to be taxed with Mary his 
espoused wife, being great with child.

And so it was, that, while they were there, 
the days were accomplished that she should 
be delivered.

And she brought forth her firstborn son, 
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger; because there was no 
room for them in the inn.

And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of 
the Lord came upon them; and they were sore 
afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: 
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall 
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, goodwill toward men.

And it came to pass, as the angels were 
gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, “Let us now 
go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath 
made known unto us.”

And they came with haste, and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

And when they had seen it, they made 
known abroad the saying which was told 
them concerning this child.

And all they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told them by the 
shepherds. 

But Mary kept all these things and 
pondered them in her heart.

—King James Version
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Having been involved in the 
education of young adults for 25 
years, it was both challenging and 
rewarding at the same time. 

One of the most rewarding things 
about my occupation was getting 
to watch young people mature, and 
eventually find careers within their 
fields of study. 

One of the challenging things was 
seeing some folks struggle trying to 
find the right path to their objectives.

Now, I wish that I could tell you 
that every young person that ever 

entered college belonged there, but if 
I did, I would not be telling the truth. 

Some young folks have no idea 
what they want to do and oftentimes, 
they are encouraged (even pushed) 
by parents and loved ones to get a 
degree. That may have been OK in 
the past when getting an advanced 
degree was inexpensive, however 
as the costs of education continue 
to go up, it is more important than 
ever that young folks have at least 
a general idea of what they want 
to do prior to entering a college or 
university.

Another factor that many folks do 

not realize is that there are certain 
skills, necessary for success in 
the work force that are extremely 
difficult to teach in a classroom. 

These skills need to be learned 
at home and if someone comes to 
college without them, it only results 
in greater difficulty down the road.

What skills am I talking about? 
Being on time, knowing how to 
interact with people, having a 

It’s all about the end game

PIG TALES

By Dr. RICH BARCZEWSKI
Professor Emeritus

Delaware State University

See BARCZEWSKI
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News travels fast! Really fast! 
A couple of weeks ago, a White 

House press release was issued an-
nouncing that I had been appointed 
by President Joe Biden to serve as 
state executive director for Dela-
ware. 

Within minutes, congratulatory 
messages started coming in from all 
over the country. 

Hearing from so many friends 
and colleagues has been the best part 
so far. 

I’m excited to serve Delaware’s 
farmers in this capacity and only 
wish we could get the word out about 
USDA programs this quickly.

The important work of Farm 
Service Agency boils down to two 
things — people and programs. 

Our dedicated and talented work 
force serves farmers, ranchers, 
foresters, and agricultural partners 
by delivering federal agricultural 
programs and loans efficiently and 
accurately. 

FSA works to strengthen the 
economic viability of agriculture by 
providing programs and services that 
meet the needs of our customers. 

One such need is access to credit. 
FSA provides credit to agricul-

tural producers who are unable to 
receive private, commercial credit, 
including targeted loan funds for 
beginning, underserved, women and 
military veterans involved in produc-
tion agriculture. 

To those who want to farm, buy-
ing land and other needed assets may 
seem nearly impossible. 

But, thanks to a credit system that 
is engineered to meet the specific 
needs of agriculture, it is a goal that 
can be achieved. 

In the Farm Service Agency, it is 
our mission to help beginning farm-
ers get started. 

Each fiscal year, FSA targets a 
portion of its direct and guaranteed 
farm ownership and operating loan 
funds to beginning farmers. 

In Delaware, a majority of the 
loans we approve are for beginning 
farmers. 

The loan applicants represent 
a variety of enterprises — grain, 

poultry, fruit/vegetable and beef/hay 
operations. 

Farm Service Agency assists be-
ginning farmers with both direct and 
guaranteed loans. 

With a direct farm ownership 
loan, the applicant may borrow up to 
$600,000 to purchase farmland and 
construct or repair buildings. 

When that is not enough to cover 
the purchase price of the farm, we 
can partner with a bank or other 
lender to put together a total financ-
ing package. 

Experienced agricultural lenders 
will work with beginning farmers 
to assemble a financing package 
that can include both a direct and a 
guaranteed loan. 

In this situation, FSA may lend up 
to $600,000 of the purchase price. 

The lender will provide the re-
maining credit. 

FSA will provide the lender with 
a guarantee of up to 95 percent of 
the loss of principal and interest on 
this loan. 

Sometimes, the lender will pro-
vide all financing and arrange for a 
guarantee. 

The FSA guarantee permits 
lenders to make agricultural credit 
available to farmers who do not meet 
the lender’s normal underwriting 
criteria. 

Using these tools, beginning 
farmers who are not financially 
ready to obtain independent financ-
ing from commercial lenders are 
able to acquire the assets they need 
to begin farming. 

In Delaware, another resource is 

Farm ownership loans 
available to new farmers

KEEPING 
THE FARM

By ROBIN TALLEY
District Director

Delaware Farm Service Agency

See TALLEY
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Sell. Buy. Move. Apply.

Connecting those that 

have litter with those 

that want it.

DOWNLOAD 

THE APP TODAY 

TO GET STARTED

Sell.
Poultry growers will be 
able to list their litter for 
others to find. Listings 
will include locations, 
tons available, type of 
birds, nutrient content 
and more.

Buy.
Farmers will be able to 
review listings or utilize 
filters to connect with 
those sellers closest to 
the farm or operation.

Move.
Anyone that provides 
services such as 
clean outs, crusting, 
windrowing, or hauling 
will be able to create 
a listing, marketing 
themselves to growers 
and farmers.

Apply.
Anyone with the 
equipment to apply the 
litter can share their 
information, making 
it easy to spread this 
valuable fertilizer. A great 
marketing opportunity 
for any custom 
applicators.

Your 
Poultry 
Litter 
Link

For more 
information, check 

out www.littr.io 
or email 

support@littr.io
Funding for the littr. app was made 

possible by
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Historically, the markets slow 
down over the holidays. 

The current markets appear to be 
following suit. 

On Dec. 16, March corn closed at 
$5.86 and has traded sideways and 
appears to be seeing upside resis-
tance.

 January beans closed at $12.60 
and also appears to be feeling upside 
resistance. July wheat took a 30-cent 
hit on Dec. 15 and closed at $7.56 
which is $1.30 less than the peak a 
month earlier. 

At the moment, corn has more 
questions. Russia’s aggression on 
Ukraine is scary. 

Sky rocketing fertilizer prices 
are the joker. Will there be fewer 
acres? Will there be limited nitrogen 
supplies? 

The impact of a stronger dollar 
may also be a factor. 

The Federal Reserve completed a 
two-day meeting on Dec. 15. 

According to Allendale, the FED 
will begin to tighten the money Fed 
to curb inflation. 

It was reported that three separate 
interest rate rises will occur in 2022, 
totaling more than 0.75 percent. 

The private market currently 
looks for the first increase in May. 

I began a discussion on schedul-
ing a company physical examination 
for your business over the winter last 
time. 

I plan to continue this discussion 
over the next several weeks. Over 
my career I have seen many mis-
takes made by hard working well-in-
tentioned people. 

Since ag is such a low margin 
business, very few farmers look 
beyond the day-to-day needs of the 
farm and family. 

As a result, many farmers are 
shocked when it is time to let go.

A key component in performing a 
thorough physical examination of the 

business is a good set of financial 
records. 

Good records can help guide the 
business. 

The problem is there are too 
many business owners that only use 
their records to reduce taxes. 

Good records can help give direc-
tion to the business. 

Adjustments are possible in near-
ly all phases of life and business if 
you are willing to accept and adopt 
them.

It is my hope that the following 
business health discussions will 
point out some helpful ideas for your 
business.

I came up with eight different 
tests to perform in your annual busi-
ness physical. 

They are: 1. Walk through report; 
2. Understanding fixed and variable 
costs: 3. Evaluating the physical and 
human resources of the business; 4. 
Medical insurance; 5. Living Ex-
penses; 6. Retirement; 7. The next 
generation; and 8. The “business 
plan”.

Last time I discussed the benefits 
of doing a walk through test by a 
group of experts that could point out 

issues they see. 
I used the expression “barn 

blind.”
I’ve experienced when you do 

things repetitive over time, you often 
do not look for better ways to do 
these routine tasks. 

This may apply to farmers with 
animals more so than crop farmers. 

However, in a low margin busi-
ness, saving a little time and dis-
covering a more efficient way can 
become significant over the years. 

I am at the age where I like to 
save steps. 

The more steps I can save the 
longer I can go each day. 

Most of the remaining physical 
examination tests will come from 
your record system. 

I will start with “variable and 
fixed costs.”

I’ll start with the easy one that 
most of you understand - variable 
costs. 

These are the costs associated 
with each enterprise in the business. 

These costs are a direct reflection 

Activity slows for holidays, but corn uncertain
GRAIN 

MARKETING

By JOHN HALL
Commodities Analyst

“Where is He who has been born 
King of the Jews? For we have seen 
His star in the East and have come 
to worship Him.” 

—Matthew 2:2

Out of love and loyalty to his 
Lord, Matthew, the Jewish tax col-
lector recorded Jesus’ ministry so all 
who read it would believe. 

One of my favorite stories de-
scribes the miraculous account of 
the wise men who came to worship 
the King of the Jews. 

Contrary to popular belief, there 
were more than three Magi.

Jesus’ Gentile admirers were 
a sizable entourage of respected 
scientists from Babylon who studied 
the stars. 

How did they know to follow His 
star? Possibly from Balaam’s ancient 
prophecy recorded in Numbers 24:17, 
“I see Him, but not now; I behold 
Him, but not near; A star shall come 
forth from Jacob, A scepter shall rise 
from Israel, ...” 

They also could have been fa-
miliar with Daniel’s account of the 
coming Messiah.

We don’t know for sure, but the 
well-educated scholars trusted what 
they saw in the sky and journeyed 
many months — possibly up to two 
years just to worship Christ.

Matthew reported a striking con-
trast of reactions in Jerusalem at that 
time: King Herod, the chief priests, 
scribes and other Jews were not 
pleased to see the wise men or hear 
the news about the star they were 
following. 

Herod’s jealousy spurned him 

to secretly plan Jesus’ demise but 
God used the wise men to save the 
baby Messiah from the first murder 
attempt on His life.

The scientists revered God. When 
the supernatural star continued to 
lead them to Jesus’ house, upon see-
ing Him they immediately fell down 
and worshiped, giving Him precious 
and costly gifts.

The astrologers of great renown, 
education and wisdom lost all inhi-
bition and fell to their knees — in 
front of a child and simple young 
maiden. 

Equally in tuned were they to 
their dreams so that Jesus would not 
be found by Herod.

What truths did Matthew so 
desperately want the Jews of his 
generation to know by recording this 
particular story? Jesus’ birth had a 
worldwide impact! 

The Messiah was born for all — 
Jews and

Gentiles. He wanted his country-
men to realize Who Jesus was and 
worship the King just as the wise 
men did.

May we have hearts like the wise 
men and our excitement for the com-
ing Messiah be genuine this season.

We have seen His star
FAITH 

OF OUR 
FARMERS

By C.C. ALLEN

The Christmas tree was a scrub 
cedar hacked from the edge of the 
woods that bordered the farm. Big-
bulbed lights, strung in barber pole 
fashion, generated almost as much 
heat as the nearby wood stove. Yel-
lowed Christmas cards, saved over 
the years and perched like doves in 
the untrimmed branches, served as 
ornaments.

“I believe this is the prettiest tree 
I’ve ever had,” Howard proclaimed 
as we stood in its glow. “And its 
smells good, too.”

The only scent evident to me was 
a mixture of wood smoke and the 
remains of a fried pork supper but I 
lied and said, “Sure does.”

Howard beckoned me to sit. We 
had shared Christmas Day in the 
dairy barn and it was his request that 
we share a bit of the night, also. He 
knew I was alone because my family, 
his employer, was visiting relatives. 
I knew he was alone because he was 
always alone, a bachelor for nearly 
40 years.

“I’ll get us some Christmas 
cheer,” he offered as I sank into the 
sofa. In untied work shoes he shuf-
fled toward the kitchen. A minute 
later, he returned with two water 
glasses filled with rhubarb wine.

“It’s been a good Christmas, ain’t 
it Allie-Boy?” he asked as he sat in a 
ladder back chair by the stove.

He had called me Allie Boy for as 
long as I could remember. I had tak-
en to call him Hoard the Dairyman, 

after the title of a farm magazine my 
father subscribed to.

I nodded. It had been a good day. 
Two wobbly newborn calves greet-
ed us when we arrived at the dairy 
barn early that morning. Wet and 
shivering, we dried them with the 
past summer’s straw before showing 
them how to find breakfast at their 
mamas’ side. One was a bull, the 
other a heifer.

“We ought to name ‘em Mary and 
Joseph,” Howard now said as we re-
hashed the day, “on account of them 
being born today.”

Mary and Joseph?
Generally, Howard had only one 

name for all cows: Succum. None 
of us knew what it meant or where 
it came from, but from the time he 
arrived on the farm in 1965 every 
cow was always Succum and every 
heifer was always Little Succum. A 
group of cows or calves were simply 
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Howard’s priceless gift
of simple giving

See GUEBERT
Page 9

See HALL
Page 12



The Delmarva Farmer, December 21, 2021            7

Policies ...
Continued from Page 2

section, delegates approved support 
for “new dedicated funding for the 
Conowingo Watershed Implementa-
tion Plan.”

 Under Forest Conservation, del-
egates approved language opposing 
“any new publicly funded afforesta-
tion projects in Maryland that does 
not include a plan for the following: 
wildlife control, noxious weed control, 
and forest management.”

When they reached the Wildlife 
Management section, delegates ap-
proved support for the use of Wildlife 
Management Permits of both public 
and private lands and urged the state 
Department of Natural Resouces to 
create a bear depredation permit which 
would allow troublesome bears “to be 
removed at the time they are causing 
damage.”

Under the Insurance section, del-
egates voted to “strongly oppose the 
increase of unemployment insurance 
rates to pay for the unemployment 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic” and 
supported repaying the unemployment 
insurance trust fund with federal 
COVID funding.

Under Nutrient Management, del-
egates voted to oppose expanding the 
Phosphorus Management Tool beyond 
its current implementation and revised 
language to support continued funding 
for adequate staffing in the University 
of Maryland’s Nutrient Management 
Program; and opposed air quality 
monitoring as a requirement for state 
animal feeding operation permits.

Adding to existing support for 
repaying Program Open Space reve-
nues that were diverted to Maryland’s 
General Fund, Farm Bureau voted to 
support a portion of the repaid funds 
used to increase wildlife management 
in the state. 

Under the Taxes section, dele-
gates approved language that “farms 
operating on-farm food processing, 
alcohol production, and agritourism 
businesses should be assessed at the 
agricultural use tax rate.”

In its section on the University of 
Maryland, Farm Bureau recommend-
ed the dean of the College of Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources establish 
an “Ag Producers Board of Advisors” 
and include a Maryland Farm Bureau 
representative. 

By CAROL KINSLEY
AFP Correspondent

DOVER, Del. — Veronica Nigh, 
American Farm Bureau economist, 
offered a picture of the current farm 
economy at the Delaware Farm Bureau 
annual meeting at Modern Maturity 
on Dec. 7, and it wasn’t encouraging. 

“It’s been a wild few years,” she 
said, “with the trade dispute with 
China, the pandemic and the supply 
chain restraints…” 

China is the No. 1 customer of 
U.S. exports. China agreed to buy $80 

billion of ag exports in 2021-22. In the 
first 10 months of 2021, they’re only 
16 percent behind. China buys $125 
billion in ag products from the world, 
$25 billion from the United States. 

“Do they need our stuff?” Nigh 
asked. “Yes, but they can get it else-
where. They can live without us. It all 
hinges on a lot of stuff outside ag’s 
control.”

COVID-19 changed the way people 
buy food. Typically, Nigh said, people 
spend about 50 percent of their food 
budget in restaurants. 

That total went from $63 billion 

to $32 billion during the pandemic. 
Packaging had to change. What people 
bought changed.

The federal government gave mon-
ey to everybody, whether they needed 
it or not, she continued. People had 
money to spend but could not travel 
or eat out, so they bought stuff. Free 
money fueled a consumer buying 
trend.

The substantial change in demand 
blew up the “just in time” delivery 
practice of many businesses. Busi-
nesses trying to catch up have led to 
inflation.

How long will inflation last? Nigh 
said the feds said it’s “transitory.” 
They’ve since dropped that word, now 
saying it will continue through 2022.

All transportation channels are 
clogged. “The whole West Coast is 
snarled in transportation challenges,” 
Nigh said.

Labor problems continue. The child 
care sector has not come back, and 
when child care is available, it’s at an 
elevated rate. 

Current snapshot of ag economics ‘not encouraging’

See ECONOMICS
Page 10
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doing the re-assessment. 
His strategic plan, he said, is to 

effectuate lower property taxes for 
agriculture over the next three months. 

He suggested that Farm Bureau 
host a public informational meeting 
on re-assessment in a centrally located 
place.

The resolution passed without op-
position.

When attendees were invited to 
bring up any issue they had a desire 
to discuss, former DFB president Kitty 
Holtz brought up solar farms, saying 
Farm Bureau needed to discuss them 
in connection with property rights, 
agland preservation and long-term 
impact. 

Holtz said she wasn’t opposed to 
solar energy, but “the train is on the 
track, moving quickly, and we need 
to slow the train down.”

Whether solar farms are permitted 
on preserved agland was debated.

Paul Cartanza suggested that, rath-
er than use good farmland for solar 
farms, the state should use commercial 
property that it owns.

Stating he was starting to act like 
his grandfather, Jay Baxter expressed 
concern about delegate attendance. “I 
ask you all, how can we get people to 
show up, to be interested?”

Several delegates spoke in agree-
ment, offering reasons such as off-
farm employment and COVID con-
cerns as reasons members could not 
attend.

Table ...
Continued from Page 2
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yet with older Delmarva farmers — or 
older American farmers in general 
— it has a growing fan base here and 
abroad. 

Its newest version, which has al-
ready sold more than 1.8 million 
copies worldwide, includes gameplay 
improvements such as seasonal chang-
es and production chains that allow a 
player to turn their harvested crops 
into retail food products.

“It’s really a game that people fall 
in love with and play for thousands of 
hours,” said Kermit Ball, community 
coordinator at the company’s fledgling 
Chicago office, part of its expansion 
into the North American market. “It 
provides that form of escapism. It’s a 
relaxing game by nature.”

Players can begin a farm in both 
American and European climates 
and slowly build their operation by 
planting crops, negotiating with banks 
for loans, navigating the futures mar-
ket and buying additional farmland, 
among many other features. 

The game first launched in 2008 
and Giants has released updated ver-
sions every two or three years with 
new technical and gameplay features 
such as soil sampling and precision 
agriculture practices. In total, more 
than 20 million copies have been sold. 

“It’s not like any other game I play 
on,” Allen said. “If you don’t harvest at 
a certain time your crops will wither, 
just like in real life, and knowing when 
to sell and not to sell for the highest 

price.”
Some of the industry’s biggest 

brands — John Deere, CASE, New 
Holland, Massey Ferguson, etc. — 
have also partnered with the company 

so gamers can buy digital versions of 
their equipment, accurate down to the 

Farming Simulator 22, created by Swiss gaming company Giants Software, has sold more than 1.8 million copies since debuting 
late last month. The game allows players to learn the ins and outs of agriculture from planting crops and applying fertilizer 
to applying for bank loans and buying new farm equipment. The game has fans in the Mid-Atlantic, including some regional 
farmers. “You pretty much farm. Just like in real life,” said Deane Allen, 43, of Salisbury, Md., about the game. “You got to till 
your ground, you got to spray, herbicide, fertilizer. Stuff like that.”

Screenshot photo by Jonathan Cribbs

See VIRTUAL
Page 12
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whelmingly controls the American 
market and is aggressively making 
inroads to sell into other countries 
all at the expense of U.S. farmers.

One must only look at Mosaic’s 
phosphate fertilizer sector earnings 
from August, which were up $200 
million over its 2020 profits, to see 
how well the company is doing. 

And since the tariffs have been 
put in place, Mosaic’s phosphate 
market share has grown from 74 
percent to more than 80 percent. 

Meanwhile, farmers in Maryland 
and across the country are just trying 
to make ends meet. The situation has 
become so dire that a complaint was 
recently filed against Mosaic in U.S. 
Court of International Trade. 

The National Corn Growers 
Association, along with several other 
ag groups, filed an amicus brief 
detailing the adverse effects the tar-
iffs are having on farmers and rural 
America. But a decision on this case 
will not come until 2022, meaning 
Maryland farmers are left to suffer 
through another planting season with 
shortages and high prices on fertil-
izers.

As we wait for the court decision, 
we’re appealing directly to the better 
nature of Mosaic and CF Industries 
executives. 

The companies are bringing in 
billions of dollars a year. 

Is it worth it to these executives 
to focus solely on increasing their 
profits when doing so could cripple 
farmers and rural communities? Is 
it worth the fallout of having this 
playout in front of state and federal 
policymakers, who are going to have 
a low tolerance for these practices? 
Is it worth it to alienate a long-term 
customer base?  

There is a better way forward. 
Mosaic and CF Industries have the 
power to remove their petitions, 
which would render all tariffs and 
threats of tariffs moot. 

We call on CF Industries and Mo-
saic to do what is morally right and 
politically smart and immediately 
withdraw their tariffs. 

It’s the right thing to do. The 
smart thing to do. And something we 
hope these companies will do right 
away.

Big Succums or Baby Succums.
“Mary and Joseph they will be,” I 

said approvingly.
Silence hung in the stale air. I 

reckoned that if you had bached it 
for 40 years, silence wasn’t a void 
that needed to be filled so I sipped 
my wine and said nothing. Howard 
reached for his pipe and the big, 
red can of Velvet tobacco that had 
been my Christmas gift to him that 
morning.

“You want to roll yourself a 
smoke, Allie? I got some papers 
here.”

I shook off the offer.
“Yep,” Howard said as if to 

himself, “that’s the prettiest tree I’ve 
ever had. And this is shaping up to 
be the nicest Christmas I’ve ever had 
because you came by.”

I looked at the tree and then at 
the old man ringed in tobacco smoke 
staring at it and I felt sad. Not for 
him. I felt sad for me. 

I had agreed to come to his house 
to accommodate him, a favor for a 
hired man.

But he had not wanted a favor. 
All he had wanted was the chance 

to share his Christmas good fortune 
with me. He had some new wine, a 
warm fire, his best Christmas tree 
ever, and a week’s worth of tobacco. 

He was happy and he wanted to 
give me some of that happiness.

As I stared at the silhouette of 
Hoard the Dairyman in the glow of 
the Christmas lights I saw a man of 
great warmth, vast wealth and pure 
honesty. 

He didn’t have a checking account 
or credit card but he was far richer 
than the condescending college boy 
on his sofa.

“Well, Hoard,” I said a very quiet 
minute later, “I better go. 

“We both need to be at the barn 

early tomorrow.”
He led me to the back door. 
“Don’t forget,” he said as I headed 

for the truck, “we’ll call those calves 
Mary and Joseph.”

Almost 30 Christmas Nights 
later, I have not forgotten two calves 
named Mary and Joseph and How-
ard’s priceless gift of simple giving.

* * *
(Editor’s note: Readers are 

invited to reach Alan Guebert at 
agcomm@farmandfoodfile.com 
or write us at editorial@ameri-
canfarm.com. Mr. Guebert’s views 
are his own and do not necessarily 
reflect those of American Farm 
Publications.)

Guebert ...
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Like growers of other crops through-
out the region, Lavoie said the three 
biggest problems he has faced at his 
farm involved deer, disease, pests and 

drought. 
Deer bucks rub up against the 

Christmas trees in September and Oc-
tober as they try to remove the velvet 
from their antlers.  

“We’ve had bucks damage and 
destroy trees each year,” Lavoie said. 
“Three-foot trees have actually been 
pulled out of the ground by vigorous 
brushing by the deer.”

Bagworms have been problematic 
during 2021, he added. 

Normally, there might be 10 bag-
worms in a cluster, but this year there 
would be 200 bagworms clustered in 
places.

As weather conditions have changed 
through the years — he noted a severe 
drought in 1999 — Lavoie started 
to plant some of his Christmas tree 
seedlings in the fall rather than in the 
spring as he had done when he started 
Evergreen Acres in 1987.

Much as he planned his retirement 
from the DoD, Mr. Lavoie is now 
planning his exit from farming with a 
10-year plan. 

“I am 83 years old and none of the 
family members want to take over 
the farm, so I have decided that the 
one thousand trees I planted this year 
will be the last ones I plant,” he said. 
“I have about 6 or 7 thousand trees in 
the ground so I figure I have enough 
to sell over the next ten or more years 
since we only operate a choose-and-cut 
operation for the local customers. We 
basically have sold out each year for the 
last 20 or so years.”

He said for the past six years he 
has been undergoing chemotherapy 
and also suffered a heart attack a few 
years ago and he’s decided it’s time to 

slow down. 
“I like to keep busy and will keep 

up with mowing, shearing, and all 
the other things that are involved with 
growing Christmas trees, but will not 
add any more,” he said. “Up until about 
four or five years ago, we made dec-
orated and undecorated wreaths, but 
we decided that was one area I could 
eliminate first.”

While Lavoie said he’s enjoyed both 
of his careers, he’s proudest of his mar-
riage to his wife Nancy.

“In September of 2022, Nancy and 
I will celebrate 65 years of marriage,” 
he said. “It’s been a great ride. We have 
been blessed with so many wonderful 
years and opportunities. Like everyone, 
we have also had a few hardships but 
the good Lord never gives us more 
than we can take. The hardest thing 
that happened was the loss of our two 
daughters. Sixty years later, it is still 
on my mind.

“The bottom line is to stay true to 
oneself, respect and honor others, be 
loyal to your friends, keep a positive 
outlook and always be truthful,” La-
voie said “This will greatly enhance 
one’s life. Someone once said ‘Slow 
and steady wins the race.’ So just enjoy 
life with the cards that you have been 
dealt.”

Lavoie ...
Continued from Page 2

“Can parents afford to work?” Nigh 
asked.

Farm income was about $117 billion 
in 2021: $27 billion from government 
plus $90 billion in farm-related activ-
ities. While some focus on record net 
farm income, less attention is paid to 
an increase in farm sector debt— and 
interest rates could climb, Nigh added.

There has been a 7-percent increase 
in the value of farm assets. Whether 
that’s a good thing depends on wheth-
er you plan to sell this year. 

Corn has been selling in the $5.45 
per bushel range, with anticipated 
increased demand next year. 

However, corn requires more fer-
tilizer than soybeans or wheat, so 
expect wheat to steal some corn acres, 
she said.

“The USDA says all livestock 
producers but dairy are seeing higher 
prices. So why aren’t farmers singing 

and dancing?” she asked. A Purdue 
University study of farmer’s happi-
ness showed that in the last six weeks, 
farmers’ feelings on the health of the 
farm economy has gone down 30 
percent.

Asked if these high prices were the 
new norm, the USDA replied: “no.” 
Nigh said, “We hope higher input 
costs run out of steam before high 
income does.”

Attendees questioned whether 
farmers could continue to accept gov-
ernment subsidies while opposing, as 
AFBF officially does, the Build Back 
Better bill in its current form. Nigh 
said AFBF President Zippy Duvall 
encourages discussions about possible 
changes in the bill.

At the DFB annual meeting, Travis 
Cushman, AFBF’s senior counsel for 
public policy, explained to delegates 
that he gets involved in regional and 
national court cases impacting how a 
law is applied and tries to make sure 
the facts apply to everyone. 

A huge variety of cases in 2020 
included 15 cases involving the Waters 
of the United States rule. AFBF is 

involved in seven.
Cushman said a proposed new 

rule recently published in the Federal 
Registry would change the definition 
of WOTUS back to pre-2015 rules, in-
cluding “significant nexus” and 1986 
guidelines. The “significant nexus 
standard” means waters that either 
alone or in combination with similarly 
situated waters in the region, signifi-
cantly affect the chemical, physical 
or biological integrity of traditional 
navigable waters, interstate waters or 
the territorial seas.

Delaware is already under pre-2015 
rules. If the proposed rule is accepted, 
Cushman said, the whole country will 
be under the new rule. He added that 
AFBF argues that states should be 
the regulators, since regulation at the 
federal level can make things worse.

In a question-and-answer period 
later, Jay Baxter, farmer from George-
town, noted the local Waterkeepers 
Alliance is now called Shore Rivers. 

He told farmers, “Be on your Ps 
and Qs when you let them on your land 
and take their money.”

AFBF and the National Pork Pro-

ducers have sued California over 
Proposition 12, which was presented 
to California voters as a yes-or-no bal-
lot initiative establishing “minimum 
space requirements based on square 
feet for calves raised for veal, breeding 
pigs, and egg-laying hens.” 

The Proposition would prohibit the 
sale in California of pork from hogs 
whose sows were raised — anywhere 
in the world — in pens that do not 
comply with California’s housing 
standards. Only 1 percent of the sows 
in the United States are in compliance, 
Cushman said.

He warned that if one can say it 
is cruel to confine animals, that sets 
a precedence to say, for example, it 
is cruel to pay less than a particular 
state’s minimum wage in a different 
state or not to follow sustainable pro-
duction practices.

Cushman said AFBF had won in a 
case where unions were to be allowed 
on farms three hours a day, 120 days 
a year. That amounts to a “physical 
taking,” AFBF argued, and the “right 
to exclude” is a fundamental element 
of property rights.

Economics ...
Continued from Page 7
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strong ethical background, being 
trustworthy, being dependable. 

There are others but in certain 
situations, these traits can be real 
deal-breakers in just about any job 
that a young person finds themselves 
in. They are also traits that are very 
difficult to teach someone unless 
a solid foundation has been put in 
place at a young age.

I bring this up now, because 
recently I have been hearing of many 

circumstances where employers are 
having difficulty filling positions. 

I cannot tell you how many times 
over the last week, I have heard of 
situations where individuals were 
offered interviews for positions and 
never showed up for the interview. 

Not a peep. No phone call, no 
contact of any kind but just did not 
show up. Likewise, I have also heard 
of situations where individuals were 
hired and never showed up for work. 
Again, no communication, just did 
not show up!

I know the current job market 
is good. Even low-end jobs are 
plentiful for the unskilled workers 
however, common courtesy is 

always in order. 
Many years ago, I had a college 

professor tell our class that if we do 
nothing else for our children (when 
we eventually have them), be sure to 
teach them how to work. Be patient 
with them, but teach them what they 
need to know to be able to work. 

That was one of those lessons that 
was not in any book, but turned out 
to be extremely important. Young 
and old alike need to always be 
on time. If something comes up to 
prevent you from being on time, it 
is important to notify the people you 
work for of your situation. Learn 
how to communicate and be upfront. 
If you are fortunate to get a position, 

become an important part of that 
company or business. 

Be trustworthy, honest and 
dependable and you will make 
yourself invaluable to the business. 

It is unfortunate that many young 
people (and even some older folks) 
do not have the necessary “people 
skills” to be successful in life, but 
those that do can write their ticket 
and find a rewarding place in the job 
market; the endgame for any person: 
Getting a rewarding position in a 
job, doing what you love. 

I hope you and your loved ones 
have the Happiest of Holiday 
Seasons and a wonderful, Prosperous 
New Year. Merry Christmas.

Barczewski ...
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Assumptions: Non-continuous corn so soil insecticide may not be necessary. If following beans add 20 lb N credit. Local hauling 
within 30 miles of farm. Fertility rates based on MCE SFM-1 guidelines. Assuming medium fertility levels. Bt seed corn, hybrid, 
mid price grade. (*Any fields with resistance weeds should reconsider post application products). Sensitivity analysis based on 
75 percent,100 percent and 125 percent of typical yield and 12 percent current forward contract price.

Graphic courtesy University of Maryland Extension

Hall ...
Continued from Page 6

of the volume of each enterprise. 
Seed costs, chemical costs, fertilizer 
costs, and so on are all variable costs 

I want to build an analogy of a 
wheel with spokes when explaining 
this. 

In this analogy let each enterprise 
be represented by a spoke in a wheel. 

Collectively, these spokes “enter-
prises” hold up the hub and keeps the 
wheel turning smoothly. 

Most farm businesses have multi-
ple spokes or enterprises within their 
operation. Corn, beans, wheat, hunt-
ing can all be spokes and collectively 
hold up the hub or center and allow 
it to turn. 

Just to be sure we are all together, 
take a look at the above budget taken 
from the Maryland crop budgets list. 

This spreadsheet is designed to 
allow you to modify the variable 
costs and put your numbers in.

What about the bills that are not 
variable costs? Can you name them? 

There are several bills that fall 
into this category. 

I plan to address several of these 

costs over the next few weeks. 
Trust me, they will not be as easy 

to understand as this discussion was 
on variable costs.

Merry Christmas! I hope you can 
enjoy the holiday with family and 
friends. 

(Note: I research material from 
Allendale, DTN, USDA, University 
Land Grants and other credible 
sources in compiling this article. It 
is not merely my opinion, but rather 
a consensus of experts in the trade. 
Looking for a marketing coach or 
someone to discuss strategies with? 
Contact me at jehgrain@gmail.com, 
or call 410-708-8781.)

tire choices and engine setup. 
Over the years, additional crops 

have also been added, including beets, 
oats, cotton, grapes and sugarcane. 

Players may also go online and help 
other players with their farms or start 
cooperatives.

The game affords the player god-
like dominion over these operations 
with the ability to track progress on 
overhead maps, operate and ride inside 
their equipment and build out their 
fields from above, using fake money 
to build greenhouses, grain silos and 
plant crop rows across a lush and bu-
colic farm setting. 

Earlier this month in the popular 
gaming magazine PC Gamer, a re-
viewer wrote that he found himself 
attracted to Farming Simulator 22’s 
“curious magic” and its “punctilious, 
businesslike interpretation of heart-
land warmth.” 

“I recall a distant sunset where I 
was sitting on my tractor, turning over 
my acreage, listening to a podcast off 
my phone,” Luke Winkle wrote. “It 
was strangely one of the most immer-
sive experiences I’ve ever had in a 
video game.”

Grant Hilbert, 23, of Ankeny, Iowa, 
got involved with the game about a 
decade ago. 

He played it incessantly as a teen 
and began posting humorous videos of 
himself playing the game on YouTube 
in 2014. 

For more than a million subscribers 
on his channel, he harvested crops, 
deployed his landscaping business to 
mow local athletic fields and struggled 
to fly his John Deere crop duster.  

Surprisingly, the ad revenue on 
those videos paid him enough to buy 
his own farmland — about 250 Iowan 
acres on which he grows row-crop 
corn and soybeans.

Though he grew up in agriculture, 
he began his own farm only last year, 
and he continues to produce videos, 
which, for him, is still more lucrative 
than actual farming. 

“I’m a really small, hobby-week-
end-warrior farmer,” he said. “Nothing 
big by any means.” 

But he loves the game’s flexibility 
which allows users to submit their own 
modifications. 

“They allow you to customize the 
game like crazy and help you envision 
what you want your farm to look like,” 
he said. 

Adam Reichard, 19, of Lititz, Pa., 
grew up farming with his father near 
Lancaster and said the game helped 
clarify things he watched his father 
do on the farm but didn’t completely 
understand.

Reichard plays the game on his 
computer. 

“I didn’t really know what the 
difference was between calcium and 
nutrients in the soil,” he said. “(The 
game) really helped me understand 
why we were putting so many pounds 
of (one product) on our soil and not this 

Virtual ...
Continued from Page 8

See VIRTUAL
Page 15
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Evelyn Wilcom, Monrovia, Md., dairy farmer and retired nurse was named 
the 2021 Agri-Woman of the Year during the Maryland Farm Bureau’s annual 
convention, Dec. 6. Wilcom has more than 60 years of service to the Farm 
Bureau and numerous other organizations. Wilcom has served on executive 
committees and boards for Frederick County Farm Bureau, Maryland Farm 
Bureau and the American Farm Bureau Federation, including many years on 
the county and the state women’s leadership committees.“When it comes to 
our beloved grassroots organization you could say she has almost done it all,” 
said Chris Catterton, chairperson of the farm bureau’s Women’s Leadership 
Executive Committee, in announcing the award. Wilcom has also logged 
several years of service with Frederick County Ag in the Classroom, including 
the Schoolhouse Chicks program that gives the ability for students to incubate 
and raise chicks in the classroom; Newmarket Fire Department; Southern States 
Cooperative and Maryland State Grange.

Photo by Edwin Remsberg

Wilcom honored as 2021 Agri-Woman of the Year  
                       

Over the past 14 years, MARBIDCO has funded 1035 rural business 
projects and assisted more than 541 young and beginning farmers. 
MARBIDCO partners with commercial lenders to offer low-interest 
loans to farmers and other rural businesses looking to expand or   
diversify their operations. MARBIDCO is also helping farm, forestry 
and seafood businesses recover from the COVID-19 Pandemic.      
Additionally, MARBIDCO offers the Next Generation Farmland  
Acquisition Program, as well as the new Small Acreage Next Gen 
Program, which helps young and beginning farmers to purchase (and 
preserve) good quality farmland. 

Happy Holidays from 
Maryland Agricultural Resource-Based 

Industry Development  
Corpora�on  

 

For more information, please visit the MARBIDCO website at:  
www.marbidco.org, or call 410-267-6807.  
Maryland Agricultural and  
Resource-Based Industry Development  
Corporation 
1410 Forest Drive, Suite 21, Annapolis,  
MD 21403 
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See PITTS
Page 15

It’s Christmas time, when we 
celebrate the birth of Christ. In the 
U.S., surveys show that more than 80 
percent of us believe in God. 

That’s more people than have 
lawyers, drive foreign cars, believe 
DNA is absolute proof of a criminal 
act, own a home, have been di-
vorced, or watch Oprah!

How can such a high percentage 
of a highly educated, well-read, 
technologically and scientifically 
knowledgeable people believe in an 
omnipotent being? Where inside 

of us is the biological process that 
allows faith to exist? Not just to exist 
but to flourish. How do you define 

the words soul, love, compassion, 
conscience, guilt or sorrow without 
going outside the parameters of sci-
entific definition?

To choose to believe only what is 
scientifically provable is to assume, 
I guess, that all human behavior can 
be traced to the basic instincts of 
territoriality, reproduction of species, 
and survival. 

That a conscience is a highly 
refined sophisticated mechanism that 
somehow helps keep peace in the 
herd, insures that each member gets 

her share of the kill, and that each 
dog in the pack gets a place in the 
pecking order.

If Earth is truly just a long series 
of accidental chemical bondings and 
adaptation to the environment, and 
God has no hand in it, then those 
animal rights folks who say a rat is a 
dog is a baby, are right. 

Human existence on earth would 
have no significance, no more than 

People have been going on diets 
long before Jenny Craig, Weight 
Watchers or Oprah Winfrey. 

The first diet was probably 
William the Conquerer’s all-alcohol 
diet. 

Once morbidly obese, William 
lost so much weight he was able to 
start riding his much-loved horse 
again. 

Then he promptly died in a horse 
riding accident. 

Proving that everything old is 
new again, in the 1960s a couple 
of authors revisited the alcohol diet 
and wrote two books called “The 

Drinking Man’s Diet” and “Martinis 
and Whipped Cream.” 

My old man was on the same 
alcohol diet the entire time I knew 
him and he eventually lost 200 

pounds of ugly fat all in one day!
People are so desperate to lose 

weight they torture themselves with 
colonic cleanings, enemas and gross 
green milkshakes. 

A friend of mine even hangs 
himself upside down every day 
to redistribute his weight but now 
instead of having 46-inch hips he has 
a 46 inch neck. 

Another friend tried the no white-
food diet to prove he wasn’t a racist. 

His goal on January first was to 
lose 30 pounds in 2021. 

He only has 50 pounds to go.
Many doctors have gotten rich 

on diets they devised. In 1890 Dr. 
Edward Dewey came up with a 
no-breakfast diet about the same 
time Dr. John Harvey Kellogg, 
a staff physician at the Battle 
Creek Sanatorium, was promoting 
vegetarianism, pure food, calorie 
counting, colonic cleanses, and slow 
chewing. 

Dr. Kellogg was kinda weird, but 
he could afford to be because two 
products he invented, toasted flakes 
and granola, made him millions. 

A losing proposition

‘IT’S THE 
PITTS’

By LEE PITTS

Faith in Christmas
ON THE 

EDGE OF 
COMMON 

SENSE
By BAXTER BLACK

See BLACK
Page 15

the Young Farmer Loan Program, 
administered by the Delaware De-
partment of Agriculture.

This program offers a 30-year, no 
interest loan to help young farmers 
purchase farmland. 

The loan is for up to 70 percent 
of the appraised value of the farm’s 
development rights, not to exceed 
$500,000. 

This loan can be paired with a di-
rect loan from Farm Service Agency. 

Both direct and guaranteed farm 
operating loans are also available. 

Operating loan funds may be used 
to purchase equipment, seed, live-
stock, and other necessities. 

They can be used to refinance 
certain farm-related debts (excluding 
real estate). 

The maximum amount for direct 
operating funds is $400,000. 

Whether you are farming now 
or looking to start,you are able to 
learn about the USDA farm loans 
that might be right for you by using 
the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on 
farmers.gov. 

This is a wonderful tool that pro-
vides detailed information about loan 
options; an Application Quick Guide 
to help you better understand how 
to apply and prepare for a visit to a 
service center; as well as loan appli-
cation packages and instructions.

May the peace and joy of the holi-
days be with you today and through-
out the New Year.

Talley ...
Continued from Page 5

automatic farm systems
608 E. Evergreen Rd.,
Lebanon, Pa. 17042

(717) 274-5333
FAX (717) 274-5334

www.afs.products.com

SEED DEALERS:
Automatic Farm Systems is now a full
service authorized distributor for USC
seed treating equipment. Call us for
parts, service, or new
equipment sales.
Box to box systems
or complete bin
sites. Conveyors,
hoppers, and more.
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other product.”
He continues to assist his father on 

rented farmland and uses the game to 
help envision what he might want to 
do as a real-world farmer in the future. 

One lesson he learned: Be wary of 
new machinery. 

He bankrupted several farms when 
he first started playing. 

“I didn’t really know the value of 
money really well, so I would buy this 
big machinery,” he said. “But down 
the road, the tractor would be worth 
less since I used it and it kind of falls 
apart.” 

Giants Software expects Farming 
Simulator 22’s sales to top 2 million 
by the end of the year, Ball said. 

He said he sees the game’s popu-
larity growing quickly in the Unit-
ed States and elsewhere, and he 
sees himself as evidence that virtual 
farming can bring non-farmers into 
agriculture. 

Before he worked for the company, 
he was an avid Farming Simulator 
player. 

Now he’s looking forward to work-
ing with agricultural groups and 
farming manufacturers to help grow 
the game’s popularity. 

“I fell in love with the game with-
out having any prior (agricultural) ex-
perience, and now I have this interest 
in agriculture,” he said. “I find myself 
really intrigued by the process.” 

While Hilbert said most of his 
20-something peers in farming know 
about the game even if they don’t play 
it, Allen on the Eastern Shore said he 
doesn’t know anyone else who does 
locally. 

But most evenings, he said, he’ll go 
to his room, crank up his Xbox, till his 
ground, spray herbicide and fertilizer, 
and watch the seasons change from 
the inside of his brand-new virtual 
combine. 

He wonders aloud how much time 
passes. Hours maybe.

From another part of the house, 
his fiance, Dwanna Johnson, shouts 
in mock frustration. It’s definitely 
hours, she said. 

“She said, ‘He’s on it into the 
night,’” he said, chuckling. “She’s not 
into that kind of stuff.” 

For dates of Dec. 10-16

High and low temperatures are reported in degrees measured in Fahrenheit. 
Precipitation measurements are reported in inches fallen for the given week.

 WEATHER WATCHERS

(Key: Reports, in order, are: High temperature; Low temperature; Rain and Snow totals for the week)(Key: Reports, in order, are: High temperature; Low temperature; Rain and Snow totals for the week)

Andy Highland
New Midway, Md.
65, 28, 0.01, 0.00

MAEF Headquarters
Havre de Grace
66, 30, 0.16, 0.00

Bill Grantham
Kearneysville, W.Va.
71, 21, 0.00, 0.00

Kathy Ostrowski-Morris
Churchton, Md.
No Report

Bruce Bradley
Huntingtown, Md.
59, 29, 0.65, 0.00

Richard Colburn
Cambridge, Md.
67, 28, 0.70, 0.00

Kevin George
Easton, Md.
66, 32, 0.30, 0.00

Henry Bergfelter
Vernon, Del.
67, 26, 0.31, 0.00

Allen Beachy
Lincoln, Del.
68, 20, 0.05, 0.00

Next reports due oN 
thursday, dec. 23 (by 10 a.m.).

Pitts ...
Continued from Page 14

Black ...
Continued from Page 14

Another 19th century weirdo was 
a preacher whose nickname was 
Dr. Sawdust and when I tell you his 
name you’ll know why: Reverend 
Sylvester Graham. 

He preached that gluttony was 
a sin that led to the raising of 
unhealthy children. 

The reverend advocated a diet of 
his Graham Crackers, vegetables and 
water. I don’t think you’d actually 
live longer but it would darn sure 
feel like it. 

Dr. James Salisbury came up with 
a diet that included hot water and his 
minced meat patties which would 
come to be called Salisbury steak. 

I actually like it if you drench it in 
gravy and eat it with a baked potato 
filled with butter. 

But I suppose that kinda defeats 
the whole purpose.

The “slow-chewing movement” 
was started over a century ago by 
Horace Fletcher who was denied life 
insurance because he was so fat. 

He said you should chew your 
food until it was in a liquid state in 
your mouth. His idea came to be 
called “Fletcherism” and Dr. Kellogg 
even wrote a slow-chewing song you 
sang between bites.

It’s been said that if you want a 
new idea read an old book and many 
diet cookbook authors just recycled 
old ideas. 

One popular diet book in 1998 
was called Lose Weight With 
Apple Vinegar, but Lord Byron first 
drenched all his food in vinegar in 
1811 and he went from 194 pounds 
to 130 pounds but became an old 
sour puss in the process. 

You may think that Dr. Atkins 
came up with the high protein 
diet but a London undertaker first 
promoted the idea in 1860! 

Selling diet books has been a get 
rich quick scheme for doctors ever 
since the first one from a commercial 
publisher was printed in 1950. 

This unleashed a torrent of 
such books including The Pritikin 
Program for Diet and Exercise, 
Sugar Busters, Protein Power, The 
Carbohydrate Addict’s Diet, The 
Scarsdale Diet (written by a man 
who was murdered by his lover), The 
South Beach Diet, The Beverly Hills 
Diet, and Calories Don’t Count by 
Herman Taller who was found guilty 
of mail fraud for selling worthless 
safflower pills through the mail.

Some diet plans were downright 
dangerous. In 1976 osteopath 
Robert Linn sold drinks made from 
animal tendons and hides that killed 
an estimated 58 people. And the 
Cambridge Diet, which consisted 
of protein drinks sold through a 
pyramid scheme, killed 30 people.

I myself have toyed with the idea 
of writing a diet book and have a few 
ideas including the If It Tastes Good 
Spit It Out Diet, The Keep Your 
Mouth Shut Diet, Eat All You Want 
of Everything You Don’t Like Diet 
and The Lee Pitts’ Don’t Diet But 
Die Happy Cookbook.

dinosaurs, rocks, oxygen, stars, 
wars, or renal dialysis. 

As Bertrand Russell, an atheist, 
once said, “Unless one assumes a 
God, any discussion of life’s purpose 
is meaningless.”

One of the dilemmas that deep 
thinkers have, is the need to explain 
the biological, physical, neural or 

meteorological mechanisms that 
allow something to happen. Miracles 
are hard for them to swallow. 

There must be some earthly ex-
planation that the Dead Sea parted, 
Lazarus rose from the dead, and 
Jesus turned water to wine.

It is necessary for them to write 
off Jesus feeding the multitude. 

To conclude the Bible is more fic-
tion than fact. That Christmas is just 
a benign commercial day off.

But for the vast majority of 
Americans, Christmas is the rec-
ognition of something bigger than 

ourselves. 
It also strengthens our beliefs and 

reminds us that Jesus was born to 
change the world and that He has. 

Our entire concept of God exists 
by faith. 

It’s not complicated. When I’m 
asked if I believe Christ was born of 
a virgin, I say, of course! 

If I can believe in something so 
all mighty, all-powerful and unbe-
lievable as God, I can surely believe 
Jesus was His son.

Merry Christmas, and God bless 
you.

Virtual ...
Continued from Page 12

Be sure to ‘like’ The Delmarva Farmer on Facebook!
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AUCTIONS

WEEKLY BASIS - DECEMBER 17   

Commodity Price Basis

Scoular - Windsor, VA 
Soybeans $12.91 10.00

Laurel Grain Company - Laurel, DE
Corn   $6.50       60.00
Soybeans $12.11    -70.00
Wheat                  $7.58      -15.00

Smithfield Grain- East - Waverly, VA
Corn  $6.30 40.00

Triple-M-Farms - Lebanon, PA
Corn  $5.86      -5.00
Soybeans $12.16  . -65.00

The Scoular Company-Richmond,VA
Soybeans $12.34    -10.00

Commodity Price Basis

Kalmbach Feeds - Shippensburg, PA
Corn  $6.21         30.00

Associated Grain, Inc. - Exmore, VA
Corn  $5.28    0.00

PA Grain Processing, Clearfield, PA
Corn  $6.11         20.00

The Mennel Milling Co - West Point, VA
Corn  $5.31   -15.00
Soybeans $12.11      -35.00
Wheat  $7.49   -20.00

Augusta Farmers Coop- Weyers Cave, VA
Soybeans $12.36       0.00
Corn  $5.71 0.00

Up Slightly
BROILER REPORT

Broiler growers in the United States weekly program placed 
189 million chicks for meat production during the week ending 

December 11, 2021, up slightly from a year ago. Cumulative 
placements from the week ending January 9, 2021 through 

December 11, 2021 for the United States were 9.08 billion. 
Cumulative placements were up slightly from the same period 

a year earlier.

WINCHESTER 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

WINCHESTER, VA 
DEC 13 2021

STAUNTON 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

STAUNTON, VA 
DEC 10  2021

ABINGDON TRI STATE 
LIVESTOCK 

AUCTION
 ABINGDON, VA 

DEC 10 2021

HOLLERING HILL 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

NATHALIE, VA 
DEC 9  2021

Pony
BH 380.00
CATTLE
Cows 
Good .45-.52
Fair .35-.40
Shelly .16
Holstein
Bull Calf BH 20.00-35.00
Feeders
500-1000 lbs. .57-1.27
250-500 lbs. .94-1.45
Calves
Good Bull BH 85.00
Rough BH 1.00
Bulls
Fair .45
Rough .05
HOGS
Sows 
400-800 lbs. .80-.93
200-400 lbs. .60-.87
Pigs
40-80 lbs. BH 35.00-65.00
80-150 lbs. .60
Pot Belly BH 8.00
SHEEP
Rams 257.00
Lambs BH 245.00-247.00
GOATS
Small Nanny BH 90.00
Medium Nanny BH 160.00-
190.00
Large Nanny BH 285.00
Small Billy 147.00-162.00
Medium Billy 162.00-205.00
Large Billy 205.00-290.00
POULTRY
Large Roosters 9.00-12.00
Hens .50-14.00
Banty Roosters 1.00-20.25
Banty Hens 1.00-7.00
Call Ducks 8.00-10.00
Other Ducks 5.50-10.00
Turkey Gobbler 45.00-60.00
Turkey Hen 42.00-60.00
Quail 4.00
Barn Pigeons 5.00-6.75
Guineas 7.00-11.00
Peacock 105.00
Baby Chicks .50-1.00
RABBITS
Small 4.00-17.00
Medium 4.00-10.00
HAY
Good 3.75-11.50
Fair 2.50-3.50
Straw 5.00
Large Square Bales 110.00
Cob Corn 8.00-9.00
Shelled Corn 10.00

Feeder Cattle   828 head
Feeder Steers   393 head
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
300- 400   150.00-175.00
400- 500   155.00-185.00
500- 600   145.00-173.00
600- 700   141.00-164.00
700- 800   120.00-145.00
800- 900   120.00-145.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
500- 600   137.00-168.50
600- 700   140.00-160.00
700- 800   121.00-125.00
800- 900          116.00
Feeder Heifers   311 head

Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
300- 400   130.00-146.00
400- 500   130.00-142.00
500- 600   115.00-145.50
600- 700   112.00-136.00
700- 800   120.00-133.00
800- 900   110.00-112.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
400- 500   113.00-140.00
500- 600   115.00-137.50
600- 700   100.00-111.00
800- 900     85.00-91.00
Feeder Bulls   124 head
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
300- 400   172.00-180.00
400- 500   145.00-166.00
500- 600   135.00-158.00
600- 700   130.00-137.00
700- 800     85.00-95.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
600- 700   110.00-115.00
700- 800           85.00
Slaughter Cattle   92 head
Slaughter Cows   79 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
850-1200     54.00-62.00
1200-1600     52.00-61.00
Slaughter Cows Breaker High 
Yielding
1200-1600     62.00-63.50
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     38.00-54.00
1200-2000     40.00-55.50
Slaughter Cows Boner High 
Yielding
1200-2000     62.00-65.00
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90% 
Lean
850-1200     35.00-40.00
Slaughter Bulls   13 head
Slaughter Bulls YG 1-2
1000-1500           70.00
1500-2500     70.00-85.00
Slaughter Bulls High Yielding
1500-2500     87.00-95.00

Feeder Cattle   1052 head
Feeder Steers   450 head
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
200- 300          172.50
300- 400   167.00-184.00
400- 500   137.00-173.00
500- 600   138.00-164.00
600- 700   135.00-150.00
700- 800   130.00-153.00
800- 900   126.00-139.00
900-1000          100.00
1000-1100           95.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
200- 300          162.50
300- 400   160.00-169.00
400- 500   172.00-177.00
500- 600   146.00-157.00
600- 700   131.00-145.00
700- 800   124.00-136.00
800- 900   109.00-125.00
Feeder Holstein Steers   2 
head
Feeder Holstein Steers Large 
2-3
700- 800           65.00
800- 900           82.00
Feeder Heifers   425 head
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
200- 300          120.00
300- 400   130.00-153.00

500- 600   130.00-139.00
600- 700   121.00-141.00
700- 800   121.00-128.00
800- 900           84.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
200- 300   112.50-118.00
300- 400   127.00-152.00
400- 500   125.00-137.00
500- 600   121.00-139.00
600- 700   120.00-128.00
700- 800    97.00-104.00
800- 900     81.00-83.00
Feeder Bulls   175 head
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
200- 300          172.50
300- 400   173.00-176.00
400- 500   167.50-178.00
500- 600   130.00-146.00
600- 700   121.00-130.00
700- 800    91.00-113.00
800- 900    70.00-100.00
900-1000           85.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
300- 400   132.00-169.00
400- 500   130.00-176.00
500- 600   130.00-162.00
600- 700   113.00-134.00
700- 800          110.00
800- 900    81.00-103.00
900-1000           90.00
Slaughter Cattle   205 head
Slaughter Cows   165 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
850-1200     55.00-58.00
1200-1600     53.00-64.00
Slaughter Cows Breaker High 
Yielding
1200-1600     65.00-70.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean

800-1200     63.00-65.00
1200-2000     66.00-67.00
Slaughter Cows Boner High 
Yielding
1200-2000     68.00-68.50
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90% 
Lean
750- 850     44.00-51.00
850-1200     40.00-52.00
Slaughter Bulls   40 head
Slaughter Bulls YG 1-2
1000-1500     75.00-90.00
1500-2500     75.00-98.00
Slaughter Bulls High Yielding
1000-1500     92.00-93.00
1500-2500   102.00-104.00
Cows Returned To Farm   11 
head
Medium and Large 1, 2-12 
years old
700-1400   475.00-970.00 per 
head  
Cows With Calves At Side   8 
pair
Medium and Large 1, 
4-6 years old with calves 
50-400 lbs
700-1300  730.00-1170.00 
per pair

Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
3    327         327       170.00         
170.00
1    395         395       169.00         
169.00
3    425         425       176.00         
176.00

7    479         479       164.00         
164.00
58    550-570     553    128.00-
156.00     154.28
50    630-643     643    128.00-
151.50     151.04
13    630         630      
$153.50$        153.50    
2    655-685     670    133.00-
144.00     138.38
15    729         729       146.00         
146.00
2    770-790     780    110.00-
130.00     120.13
16    767-783     776   
$134.00-141.00$    137.97     
7    825-848     835    118.00-
126.00     121.48
1    880         880       125.00         
125.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
4    338         338       165.00         
165.00
1    370         370       155.00         
155.00
9    432         432       170.00         
170.00
7    486         486       154.00         
154.00
24    533         533    150.00-
156.00     152.50
4    565-585     573    121.00-
135.00     129.25
21    654-660     655    116.00-
143.50     140.86
1    710         710       111.00         
111.00
5    753         753       133.00         
133.00
4    841         841       120.00         
120.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 3

1    335         335       115.00         
115.00
1    470         470       126.00         
126.00
1    510         510       130.00         
130.00
1    695         695       110.00         
110.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
4    325         325       134.00         
134.00
14    358-383     379    132.00-
141.00     139.79
23    432         432       144.00         
144.00
18    405         405      
$151.00$        151.00    
31    450-479     478    139.00-
143.00     142.88
5    533         533       129.00         
129.00
84    560-563     560    134.50-
136.00     134.54
51    622-628     627    116.00-
127.00     125.41
1    660         660       101.00         
101.00
14    673         673      
$130.00$        130.00   
20    719         719       116.00         
116.00
2    755         755       112.00         
112.00
6    804         804       105.00         
105.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
5    327         327       130.00         
130.00
9    378-383     382    129.00-
136.00     134.46
11    425-435     434    139.00-
142.00     141.73
11    475         475       139.00         
139.00
27    533-540     534    126.00-
132.00     131.33
17    637         637       118.50         
118.50
   11    689         689       
115.00         115.00
    2    728         728       
105.00         105.00
    2    863         863        92.00          
92.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 3
1    315         315       100.00         
100.00
2    468         468       122.00         
122.00
1    545         545       101.00         
101.00
1    665         665        80.00          
80.00
1    790         790        81.00          
81.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
7    341         341       151.00         
151.00
6    383         383       162.00         
162.00
13    420-435     423    143.00-
177.00     168.02
13    470         470       168.00         
168.00
32    536         536       144.50         
144.50
24    618-638     622    122.00-
139.50     134.81
2    655-675     665    110.00-
115.00     112.46
11    727-743     735     94.00-
118.00     112.51
1    900         900       100.00         
100.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
5    318         318       150.00         
150.00
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AUCTIONS

LYNCHBURG 
WEEKLY FEEDER 

CATTLE SALE
LYNCHBURG, VA

DEC 13 2021

DILLS LIVESTOCK 
AUCTION 

DOVER, DE 
DEC 15 2021

GREENCASTLE 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

GREENCASTLE, PA 
DEC 13 2021

Want to see an 
auction that 

isn’t listed?  Call 
Emily and let 

her know!  

(800) 634-5021

Follow The 
Delmarva Farmer 

on Facebook!

5    373         373       151.00         
151.00
4    410         410       172.00         
172.00
2    478         478       159.00         
159.00
11    557         557       135.00         
135.00
9    620         620       127.00         
127.00
1    705         705        97.00          
97.00
5    756         756       109.00         
109.00
2    878         878        96.00          
96.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 3
3    338         338       126.00         
126.00
2    443         443       141.00         
141.00
2    615         615       112.00         
112.00
Slaughter Cattle   
163 head
Slaughter Cows   
140 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-
80% Lean
850-1200     48.00-52.00
1200-1600     51.00-60.00
Slaughter Cows Breaker 
High Yielding
1200-1600           65.00
Slaughter Cows Boner 80-
85% Lean
800-1200     41.00-52.00
1200-2000     43.00-53.00
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90% 
Lean
850-1200     35.00-47.00
Slaughter Bulls   
23 head
Slaughter Bulls 
YG 1-2
1000-1500     62.00-70.00
1500-2500     65.00-83.00
Slaughter Bulls High Yielding
1500-2500     75.00-90.00
Cows Returned To Farm   
85 head
Medium and Large 1-2, 3-8 
months bred, 6 years to aged
1000-1550  725.00-1475.00 
per head
Cows With Calves At Side   
25 pair
Medium and Large 1 
with calves 100-325 lbs
1000-1350 1100.00-1700.00 
per pair
Heifers (Bred)   
18 head
Medium and Large 1, 4-7 
months bred, 3-4 years old
900-1200  975.00-1600.00 
per head
mostly 1350.00-1600.00
Slaughter Lambs   
89 head
Spring, Wooled Choice and 
Prime
60-  80   340.00-370.00
80- 110   260.00-330.00
110- 125   250.00-270.00
Spring, Wooled Good and 
Choice 1-3
30-  60   190.00-295.00
Wooled Choice and Prime 3-4
130- 160   220.00-240.00
Slaughter Rams and Ewes   
23 head
Slaughter Ewes 
Choice 2-4   
130.00-160.00
Good 2-4          160.00
Slaughter Rams 
All Grades   105.00-150.00
Goats   
72 head
Kids Selection No 1-2

20-  40   280.00-315.00
40-  60   320.00-380.00
60-  80   370.00-405.00
80- 100   335.00-365.00
Kids Selection No 3
40-  60          300.00
Slaughter Bucks Selection 
No 1-2
70- 110          225.00
100- 150   220.00-235.00
150- 250          215.00
Slaughter Does Selection No 
1-2
50-  70          240.00
70- 100   235.00-245.00
100- 150          215.00

Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 1
4    366         366       184.00         
184.00
39    459-466     460    160.00-
172.50     171.52
58    544         544       160.00         
160.00
35    634         634       152.75         
152.75
9    722         722       145.00         
145.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 2
3    360-375     370    179.50-
180.00     179.35    454         
454       171.00         171.00
38    537-540     540    148.00-
160.75     160.08
12    612         612       156.50         
156.50
1    745         745       140.00         
140.00
1    780         780       120.00         
120.00
Feeder Steers Medium and 
Large 3
2    335         335       135.00         
135.00
8    448         448       145.00         
145.00
3    538         538       125.00         
125.00
3    606         606       132.00         
132.00
Feeder Steers Small 1
1    310         310       131.00         
131.00
3    438         438       127.00         
127.00
2    507         507       110.00         
110.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 1
14    365         365       154.50         
154.50
60    452-465     452    133.00-
142.25     142.09
89    547         547       131.50         
131.50
2    552         552       127.00         
127.00
50    638         638       124.75         
124.75
24    741         741       125.75         
125.75
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 2
24    352         352       158.50         
158.50
    7    447         447       
140.00         140.00
   65    450-457     457    
120.00-142.50     142.16
   67    528-540     539    
125.50-133.00     132.56
    1    610         610       
125.00         125.00

   16    652         652       
129.00         129.00
    9    724         724       
123.50         123.50
Feeder Heifers Medium and 
Large 3
3    346         346       146.50         
146.50
14    442         442       141.00         
141.00
10    536         536       127.75         
127.75
5    634         634       120.00         
120.00
Feeder Heifers 
Small 1
5    347         347       139.00         
139.00
8    438         438       120.00         
120.00
10    547         547       124.50         
124.50
4    637         637       111.00         
111.00
2    730         730       118.50         
118.50
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 1
7    355         355       186.00         
186.00
20    420         420       176.00         
176.00
33    493         493       154.00         
154.00
1    520         520       146.50         
146.50
33    563-569     564    131.00-
139.25     137.99
14    624         624       141.50         
141.50
Feeder Bulls Medium and 
Large 2
17    351-390     353    170.00-
189.00     187.77
32    415         415       175.50         
175.50
33    488-491     491    145.00-
156.00     155.01
18    550-563     562    123.00-
143.00     141.91
8    625         625       142.25         
142.25
Feeder Bulls Small 1
4    411         411       149.00         
149.00
7    489         489       126.00         
126.00
8    570         570       124.00         
124.00
Lynchburg, VA
Livestock Auction
Weekly Auction for Mon Dec 
13, 2021
Slaughter Cattle   
261 head
Slaughter Cows   
230 head
Slaughter Cows Breaker 
75-80% Lean
1200-1600     
60.00-64.50
Slaughter Cows Breaker High 
Yielding
1200-1600     
65.00-67.00
Slaughter Cows Boner
 80-85% Lean
800-1200     51.00-66.00
1200-2000     51.00-63.00
Slaughter Cows Boner High 
Yielding
1200-2000     62.00-69.50
Slaughter Cows Lean 
85-90% Lean
750- 850     
30.00-52.00
850-1200     30.00-54.50
Slaughter Bulls   
31 head
Slaughter Bulls 
YG 1-2
1000-1500     

CATTLE 
Cows, per pound 
Good .50-.66
Fair .35-.40
Poor .01
Feeders, per pound
500-1000 lbs. .40-1.12
250-500 lbs. .72-1.24
Heavy dairy 1.06
Min. belted 700.00
Min. Hereford 950.00
Calves, by the head
Good bull 90.00-320.00
Good 45.00-60.00
Rough 10.00-20.00
Per pound 150-249 lbs.
.82-2.75
HOGS
Sows, per pound
Heavy .42-.58
Boars, per pound
Light .02
St. Hogs #1 .42-.58
Pigs, by the head
Medium 60.00
GOATS
By the head
Nanny 160.00-400.00
Billy 140.00-675.00
Pigmy 120.00-195.00
Kids 105.00-172.00
SHEEP
Per pound 
Ewes 1.65-2.20
Rams 1.95-2.50
Lambs, per pound
Good 1.95-4.25
POULTRY
Large roosters 8.00-25.00
Old hens 4.00-16.00
Banty Roosters 2.00-8.00
Banty hens 3.00-10.00
Muscovy drakes 10.00-19.00
Other ducks 5.00-8.00
Turkeys 15.00-95.00
Geese 10.00-22.00
Quail .50-2.00
Barn pigeons 3.00-4.00
Fancy pigeons 2.50-3.50
RABBITS
Small 1.00-5.00
Medium 1.00-5.00
Large 3.00-22.00
EGGS
Small 1.50-1.95
Medium 2.00-2.50
Large 2.00-3.25
HAY
Good 4.50-6.25
Fair 3.00-4.25
Rough 1.50-1.75
Straw 2.00-3.25
Round Bales 22.00-50.00
Cob Corn 4.00-6.00
Shelled Corn 6.00-8.00
4x4 50.00-62.00

66.00-81.00
1500-2500     
78.00-89.50
Slaughter Bulls 
High Yielding
1000-1500     
83.00-92.00
1500-2500     
91.00-96.50
Cows Returned To Farm   9 
head
Medium and Large 1-2, few 3
695-1210    75.00-123.00

Slaughter Steers: 
High Choice and Prime 2-3  
1420-1760 lbs 138.00-148.00. 
Choice 2-3  1382-1612 lbs 
125.00-135.00. 
Select 2-3  1172-1454 lbs 
118.00-126.00.
 Slaughter Holstein Steers: 
High Choice and Prime 2-3  
1512-1640 lbs 
113.00-117.00. Choice 2-3  
1530-1686 lbs 100.00-106.00. 
Select 2-3  1580 lbs 71.00.
Slaughter Heifers: High 
Choice and Prime 2-3  1412-
1576 lbs 130.00-141.00. 
Choice 2-3  1204-1534 lbs 
120.00-130.00. Select 2-3  
1150-1534 lbs 99.00-109.00.
Slaughter Cows: Percent Lean 
Avg.Dressing   High Dressing  
Low Dressing
Premium White      65-75       
70.00-75.00    -----------     ---
--------
Breakers           75-80       
62.00-69.00    -----------     ---
-------- 
Boners             80-85       
54.00-67.00    67.00-73.50     
-----------    
Lean               85-90       
41.00-53.00    54.00-67.00     
24.00-33.00
Slaughter Bulls: 
Yield Grade 1  
1188-2224 lbs 72.00-94.00. 
High Dress
1356-1800 lbs 95.00-104.00.
Feeder Cattle:  All prices per 
cwt.
Steers: 
Medium and Large 1  250-
300 lbs 137.50; 450-500 lbs 
130.00; 
900-1000 lbs 116.00-120.00. 
Medium and Large 2  400-
500 lbs 120.00-122.50; 
900-950 lbs 97.50.
Holstein Steers:
 Large 3  
200-300 lbs 85.00-100.00; 
300-400 lbs 65.00-95.00; 
400-500 lbs 70.00-85.00; 
550-700 lbs 53.00-77.50; 
750-850 lbs 65.00-73.00; 
900-1000 lbs 84.00-94.00.
Heifers: 
Medium and Large 1  
200-300 lbs 122.50-142.50; 
300-400 lbs 120.00-137.50; 
400-500 lbs 120.00-131.00; 
550-650 lbs 105.00-130.00;
950-1000 lbs 90.00-112.00. 
Medium and Large 2  
250-300 lbs 80.00-125.00; 
300-400 lbs 77.50-92.50; 
400-500 lbs 72.50-117.50; 
600-700 lbs 70.00-90.00; 
700-900 lbs 
84.00-92.50.
Bulls: 
Medium and Large 1  
450-600 lbs 107.50-142.50; 
750-800 lbs 100.00;
950-1000 lbs 92.00. 
Medium and Large 2  300-
400 lbs 84.00-100.00; 450-
550 lbs 
70.00-115.00.
Return to Farm Calves: Com-
pared to last week holstein 
bull calves sold 
Steady-5.00 lower. 
All prices per cwt.
Holstein Bull Calves:  

Number 1  
96-120 lbs 135.00-170.00; 
84-94 lbs 
95.00-135.00. 
Number 2  
96-120 lbs 100.00-135.00; 
84-94 lbs 50.00-110.00.
Number 3  
78-120 lbs 20.00-30.00. Utili-
ty 70-100 lbs 5.00-20.00.
Holstein Heifer Calves:  
76-100 lbs 20.00-25.00.
Beef Type Calves Bulls/
Heifers: 
80-100 lbs 210.00-250.00.
Slaughter Hogs:  
No Market Test.
Feeder Pigs: 
No Market Test.
Slaughter Sheep:  
All Prices per cwt.
Lambs: 
Choice 1-3  
40-60 lbs 
345.00-425.00; 
60-80 lbs 
260.00-355.00; 80-100 lbs 
265.00-280.00; 120-140 lbs 
255.00-265.00.
Yearlings: 
No Market Test. 
Ewes: 
Good 1-3  
100-150 lbs 135.00-140.00
Utility: 
No Market Test.
Rams: 
100-300 lbs 105.00-130.00.
Slaughter Goats:  All Prices 
per head.
Kids: 
Selection 1  20-40 lbs 105.00-
155.00; 40-60 lbs 175.00-
240.00; 60-80 
lbs 205.00-265.00; 80-100 lbs 
265.00-310.00. Selection 2  
40-60 160.00-170.00.
Nannies: 
Selection 1  80-130 lbs 
245.00-260.00; 130-200 lbs 
265.00-280.00. 
Selection 2  50-80 lbs 55.00-
70.00; 80-130 lbs 155.00-
200.00.
Billies: 
Selection 1  100-150 lbs 
280.00-350.00; 150-250 lbs 
330.00-390.00. 
Selection 2  100-150 lbs 
145.00; 150-250 lbs 270.00.
Wethers: 
Selection 1  100-150 lbs 
185.00-265.00. 
Selection 2  
100-150 lbs 
165.00.
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LUMBER LIVESTOCK LIME TRAILER MERCHANDISE NOTICE

BUILDING BUILDING BUILDINGBUILDING BUILDING BUILDING

The finest Quality at an 
affordable price

Call Harvey Byler at 
302-653-0300

www.bylerbuilders.net
for over 40 years 

 Byler Builders, Your Golden Rule Builder, specializing in large post frame 
buildings in the Delmarva Peninsula. We strive to serve our customers by 

designing and constructing the building of your dreams. We use the highest 
quality materials and good workmanship to ensure your building stands the 
test of time. We apply the Golden Rule to make sure your building is built the 

way we would build ours.

* Agricultural 

* Chemical & Manure Storage

  * Commercial   * Equestrian

RECYCLED LUMBER
40x 45 +/- 1 inch sheets 
$5.00 per sheet.  Local 
delivery,  Call or text  856-
332-0020

ANGUS COWS & BULLS 
FOR SALE

Contact Roseda Farm 410-
472-2697, www.roseda.com, 
or email roseda@roseda.com

 AG LIME SPREADING 
 Hi-Mag & Hi-Cal dry lime
Call Toll Free Day & Eve. 
 CONESTOGA VALLEY 
LIME SPREADING INC. 
 LANCASTER, PA. 
 1-800-724-3277

2017 BIG TEX TRAILER
deck over, 20 ft. w/5 ft. exten-
sions/ramps, tear weight 
6,000 lbs., GV WR 23,900 
lbs., $9,700 Call 410-708-
8644.

RECYCLED ASPHALT-
RECYCLED CONCRETE

 2 sizes to choose from. 
Great for parking lots, drive-
ways & Chicken houses. 
Also available, Race track 
sand, Horse stall mix.
 Dependable Sand & Recy-
cling. Call (410) 822-6363

CUSTOM PROCESSING 
BEEF, VEAL & LAMB

Full service plant in Baltimore 
with vacuum sealed & roll 
stock packaging. We give 
your product a professional 
look, custom labels, and dry-
aging available! Call Evan 
Old Line Custom Meat at 
410-962-5530. 

BUILDINGS BUILDINGS BUILDINGSBUILDINGS BUILDINGS BUILDINGS

TERRA FORCE TILLER
Terra-force tiller, 102”, 
3 pt hitch, heavy duty.  
Used very little, pictures 
avail.  $4,500.  Call Dar-
rell Hornstra Ag Solutions 
of VA.  804-514-9845.

IH 856 TRACTOR
IH 856 tractor with cab 
not installed. Gasoline.  
Good T-A, independent 
PTO, new paint.  Pictures 
avail.  $7,500.  Call Dar-
rell Hornstra Ag Solutions 
of VA.  804-514-9845.

12’ PERFECTA II 
HARROW

12’ Perfecta II Harrow 3 
ph., shed kept, good con-
dition.  Call 410-822-3128 
leave message.

JD 1210A GRAIN CART
JD 1210A grain cart with 
auger.  Good shape.  
Pictures avail. $3,900.  
Call Darrell Hornstra Ag 
Solutions of VA.  804-514-
9845.

KINZE 640 GRAIN 
CART

Kinze 640 grain cart with 
tarp, good condition, 
$14,000.  Call 410-490-
9464.

NH STACK WAGON
New Holland Stack 
Wagon H9870, 1200 hrs, 
one owner, shed kept, 
excellent condition.  Call 
410-259-6779.

CASE IH 3650
Case IH 3650 round 
baler, soft core, 5’x6’ 
bale size.  Pictures avail. 
$4,900. Call Darrell 
Hornstra Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

JD 920 MOCO
JD 920 MOCO with flails.  
S.N. T989017.  Field 
ready.  Sold cattle and 
don’t need.  Pictures 
avail.  $8,500.  Call Dar-
rell Hornstra Ag Solutions 
of VA.  804-514-9845.
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December 18, 2018

LUMBER LIVESTOCK LIME TRAILER MERCHANDISE NOTICE

BUILDING BUILDING BUILDINGBUILDING BUILDING BUILDING

The finest Quality at an 
affordable price

Call Harvey Byler at 
302-653-0300

www.bylerbuilders.net
for over 40 years 

 Byler Builders, Your Golden Rule Builder, specializing in large post frame 
buildings in the Delmarva Peninsula. We strive to serve our customers by 

designing and constructing the building of your dreams. We use the highest 
quality materials and good workmanship to ensure your building stands the 
test of time. We apply the Golden Rule to make sure your building is built the 

way we would build ours.

* Agricultural 

* Chemical & Manure Storage

  * Commercial   * Equestrian

RECYCLED LUMBER
40x 45 +/- 1 inch sheets 
$5.00 per sheet.  Local 
delivery,  Call or text  856-
332-0020

ANGUS COWS & BULLS 
FOR SALE

Contact Roseda Farm 410-
472-2697, www.roseda.com, 
or email roseda@roseda.com

 AG LIME SPREADING 
 Hi-Mag & Hi-Cal dry lime
Call Toll Free Day & Eve. 
 CONESTOGA VALLEY 
LIME SPREADING INC. 
 LANCASTER, PA. 
 1-800-724-3277

2017 BIG TEX TRAILER
deck over, 20 ft. w/5 ft. exten-
sions/ramps, tear weight 
6,000 lbs., GV WR 23,900 
lbs., $9,700 Call 410-708-
8644.

RECYCLED ASPHALT-
RECYCLED CONCRETE

 2 sizes to choose from. 
Great for parking lots, drive-
ways & Chicken houses. 
Also available, Race track 
sand, Horse stall mix.
 Dependable Sand & Recy-
cling. Call (410) 822-6363

CUSTOM PROCESSING 
BEEF, VEAL & LAMB

Full service plant in Baltimore 
with vacuum sealed & roll 
stock packaging. We give 
your product a professional 
look, custom labels, and dry-
aging available! Call Evan 
Old Line Custom Meat at 
410-962-5530. 

BUILDINGS BUILDINGS BUILDINGSBUILDINGS BUILDINGS BUILDINGS

TERRA FORCE TILLER
Terra-force tiller, 102”, 
3 pt hitch, heavy duty.  
Used very little, pictures 
avail.  $4,500.  Call Dar-
rell Hornstra Ag Solutions 
of VA.  804-514-9845.

IH 856 TRACTOR
IH 856 tractor with cab 
not installed. Gasoline.  
Good T-A, independent 
PTO, new paint.  Pictures 
avail.  $7,500.  Call Dar-
rell Hornstra Ag Solutions 
of VA.  804-514-9845.

12’ PERFECTA II 
HARROW

12’ Perfecta II Harrow 3 
ph., shed kept, good con-
dition.  Call 410-822-3128 
leave message.

JD 1210A GRAIN CART
JD 1210A grain cart with 
auger.  Good shape.  
Pictures avail. $3,900.  
Call Darrell Hornstra Ag 
Solutions of VA.  804-514-
9845.

KINZE 640 GRAIN 
CART

Kinze 640 grain cart with 
tarp, good condition, 
$14,000.  Call 410-490-
9464.

NH STACK WAGON
New Holland Stack 
Wagon H9870, 1200 hrs, 
one owner, shed kept, 
excellent condition.  Call 
410-259-6779.

CASE IH 3650
Case IH 3650 round 
baler, soft core, 5’x6’ 
bale size.  Pictures avail. 
$4,900. Call Darrell 
Hornstra Ag Solutions of 
VA.  804-514-9845.

JD 920 MOCO
JD 920 MOCO with flails.  
S.N. T989017.  Field 
ready.  Sold cattle and 
don’t need.  Pictures 
avail.  $8,500.  Call Dar-
rell Hornstra Ag Solutions 
of VA.  804-514-9845.

EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENTEQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT

CASE IH 1394
Case IH 1394 cab tractor 
with air.  4990 hrs.  S.N. 
11502277.  65 HP.  Used 
for spraying. Pictures 
avail.  $9,500.  Call Dar-
rell Hornstra Ag Solutions 
of VA.  804-514-9845.

BATCH DRYERS
New and used GT recir-
culating batch dryer.  Call 
now for winter discounts.  
Buy now, pay later.  Call 
anytime.  1-877-422-
0927.

CONDO FOR RENT
Condo for rent in Duck, 
NC.  Ocean front, 4 
BR/3BA, various weeks 
available.  Pictures 
available. Call Darrell 
804-514-9845.

FOR SALE

AG FEED TANKS
For sale 4 used North 
East Ag Feed tanks.  16 
ton capacity, excellent 
condition.  $1,200/each.  
Located in Millington, 
MD.  Call Dennis 443-
515-7113.

HEAT MATS
Heat mats, good for pets 
to sleep on during cold 
weather.  Call 410-829-
2567.

CHUNK FREE 
ASPHALT MILLINGS

Chunk free asphalt 
millings.  Loads aver-
age 22 tons.  $400-$575 
depending on location.  
443-614-9065.  We also 
have recycled concrete 
and coarse millings 
(similar to #57 stone) in 
addition to regular blue 
stone products.  Call for 
pricing and availability.  
WE SERVICE A LARGE 
PORTION OF THE 
SHORE.

INVEST IN

 

  

MIDDLETOWN, DE
283194  Hardee LR50148 Boom Mower
260433  Kuhn FC3160TCS Mower Cond
285849  BH  HT417H Tedder
287226  KZ  3500-8 Planter
244313  CIH  PAT4440 Sprayer
220324  CIH  MAG275 MFD Cab
257256  Cub Cadet 7360SS-R4L MFD ROPS
100408  KU  F3680-F 72” Front Mower
261965  CV  LP96 Litter Pulverizer
286557  JD  893 8R Corn Head
211714  CIH  2162-35 Draper
286556  JD  9760STS Combine
64505  CIH  3412-12R Corn Head
257687  CIH  RB455 4x5 Rnd Baler
222746  UM  1225-31 Soil Cond
102300  CIH  RM330-34 True Tandem

SEAFORD, DE
278949  Reddick S4P 3Pt Sprayer
220159  CIH  7120 Combine
247095  Kuhn Knight RA142 Mixer
206891  GP  2SNT24 Drill
101658  Kuhn Krause 7300-31-NR Disc
243485  J&M TF212-35 Soil Cond
52745  GP  3000TT-30 Turbo Till
220215  CIH  SPX3150 Sprayer
286111  FAST 9613 PT SPRAYER
213116  CIH  STX375 4WD Cab

ASHLAND, VA
239717  MD  FD75-35-AF Draper
269982  KU  ZG1275-54 Z-Turn Mower
209377  CIH  MAG335 MFD Cab
284557  UM  RHII-26 Soil Cond
285415  KU  L3130D 4WD ROPS/Ldr
225707  WD  RM550 Rotary Cutter
209270  KU  B7510HSD 4WD ROPS
284538  LP  FDR1660 Finish Mower

WAKEFIELD, VA
286199  CIH  SPX3150 Sprayer

WHAT’S COMING IN?
WHAT’S ALREADY HERE?

CHECK HERE  
EVERY WEEK!

MIDDLETOWN, DE
302-378-9555

SEAFORD, DE
302-629-3075

NEW WINDSOR, MD
410-635-2404

INTERCOURSE, PA
717-768-8231

MIFFLINTOWN, PA
717-436-6100
CHAMBERSBURG, PA
717-264-3533

ASHLAND, VA
804-798-1500

WAKEFIELD, VA
757-899-5959

POCOMOKE, MD 
PARTS & SERVICE

302-629-3075
BUY PARTS ONLINE AT HOOBER.COM

 � Saves you time and 
money by fixing small 
problems before they 
become big problems

 � Our comprehensive 
uptime inspection 
identifies any problems 
and you decide what 
you want fixed

 � Reduces costly 
equipment downtime  
in the field

 � COMBINES
 � TRACTORS
 � 4WDs
 � BALERS
 � SPRAYERS
 � SKID STEERS
 � TELEHANDLERS
 � PLANTERS & 
MORE!

SPECIAL 
EARLY-BOOKING 

DISCOUNTS 
AVAILABLE!

ADVANTAGES 
OF HOOBER

On all new Case IH and 
Reman* parts that are 
installed by a Hoober 
Service Technician.

*Select Reman parts 
have 24 months of 

warranty protection

AVAILABLE 
FOR MOST 

EQUIPMENT

12 MONTHS OF 
WARRANTY 

PROTECTION

REASONS TO ACT NOW!

Call your Hoober service manager or 
request your uptime online!

Hoober.com/ServiceRequest
HURRY, MAXIMUM 
DISCOUNTS ENDING SOON!

TRAILERS`

2001 JET HOPPER
2001 Jet Hopper 
trailer.  Steel and 42 foot.  
$11,500.  Call 410-708-
2293

AMERICANFARM.COM
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EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT HAY & STRAW HAY & STRAW HAY & STRAW

BUILDINGS BUILDINGS

Seed 
Cleaning

• On Your Farm
• Small Grain, Non  
  GMO Soybeans
• Treating w/Raxil  
   or Dividend
• PA, MD, DE, NJ

Ag Seed 
Cleaning

717-949-8212

SEED

HAY & STRAW

HAY AND STRAW
From one bale to trac-
tor trailer load. Cecil H. 
Gannon & Sons, Inc. 
Call days 410-822-0069 
Nights: (410) 822-8381, 
(410) 822-5162 , (410) 
820-8453

HORSE QUALITY HAY 
FOR SALE

Horse quality hay for 
sale.  Alfalfa or grass.  
Small or large round 
bales.  Call 410-714-
3482.

SERVICES

WORKING CATS 
LOOKING FOR 
EMPLOYMENT

Do you have a rodent 
problem?  Free services 
available.  Needing to 
place cats in a safe habi-
tat in exchange for rodent 
control.  Fully vetted, 
large selection, full set up 
provided.  Call 302-547-
8720.

YODERS BOOM 
MOWING AND FIELD 

CUTTING
Ponds, ditches, CREP, 
hedge rows, driveways, 
woods edge, overgrown 
fields,  free estimates in 
MD & DE, in our 20th 
Year of Service.  Call Ken 
at 443-480-0772.

BOB & MILLIE’S 
DISCOUNT SIGNS

The cheapest guys in 
town.  Free delivery on 
all sign orders.  Bobthe-
signman@yahoo.com.  
Serving all of Maryland 
- Delaware - New Jersey.  
We refurbish old signs.  
Real Estate - Construc-
tion - Decals - Banners 
- Yard Signs - Parking.  
410-708-1341.

FELINE RODENT 
REMOVAL

Are rodents ruining your 
crops and nesting where 
they shouldn't be? Our 
working cats are will-
ing to provide RODENT 
REMOVAL in exchange 
for food and lodging. All 
cats are fully vetted, full 
set-up provided. Please 
call (302) 442-1095 to 
schedule an "interview" 
with our working cats! 

SERVICES SERVICES 

MERCHANDISE

RECYCLED ASPHALT-
RECYCLED 
CONCRETE

 5 sizes to choose from. 
Great for parking lots, 
driveways & Chicken 
houses. Also available, 
Race track sand, Horse 
stall mix. Dependable 
Sand & Recycling. Call 
(410) 822-6363

LIME NOTICE

AG LIME SPREADING 
 Hi-Mag & Hi-Cal dry lime
Call Toll Free Day & Eve. 
 CONESTOGA VALLEY 
LIME SPREADING INC. 
 LANCASTER, PA. 
 1-800-724-3277

NOTICE
We are seeking agricul-
tural workers, waterman 
or protein processing 
workers for an interview 
(~ 60 min) to learn more 
about health and vaccine 
attitudes in rural com-
munities.  Participants 
will receive a $50 gift 
card and interviews can 
be conducted in Spanish 
or Haitian Creole.  Email 
us at immunization-
MarDel@gmail.com or 
call/text 301-458-0633.

LIVESTOCK

ANGUS COWS & BULLS 
FOR SALE

Contact Roseda Farm 
410-472-2697, www.
roseda.com, or email 
roseda@roseda.com
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EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT

Delmarva Chicken Association (DCA), the 1,600-member trade 
organization working for the benefit of the Delmarva chicken 
community, is hiring a Member Relations Manager. This position 
will be responsible for the recruitment of new members, retaining 
existing members, developing and coordinating sponsorships and 
helping to identify and implement benefits for our membership. 
The ideal candidate will have strong sales and interpersonal skills; 
the ability to organize, plan and prioritize multiple projects; be 
results-oriented; and have the ability to communicate with diverse 
audiences. 

A bachelor’s degree in marketing, journalism, communications, 
business, finance or a related field and a minimum of five years 
experience is required. The position will have a base salary along 
with a bonus/incentive plan, plus health, dental, vision, life and 
disability insurance, a retirement plan contributions, paid holi-
days, vacation and sick leave. For more information, visit www.
dcachicken.com or call 302-856-9037. To apply, please send a re-
sume and cover letter to Holly Porter at porter@dcachicken.com 
or mail to 16686 County Seat Highway, Georgetown, DE 19947 
postmarked by January 7, 2022. 

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SPECIALIST II  
(2 Positions Available) 

Agriculture and Seafood Marketing
Recruitment #21-003153-0001

Salary $20.28 - $26.14 hour, Full Time

 One postion in Central Maryland, One position in Eastern Shore, Maryland.This position 
plans, develops and implements marketing projects to expand trade opportunities and 
economic growth for Maryland's agricultural business sector to support the production, 
distribution and consumption of Maryland agricultural products to institution markets. This 
contributes to the success of the Department of Agriculture in its mission to support the 
profitability of agriculture by marketing Maryland agriculture products.
Plans, develops, and implements specific marketing projects designed to promote, en-
courage and support the production, distribution and consumption  of Maryland agricul-
tural products especially with State and Local Institutions. Develop, prepare, and maintain 
automated and manual record keeping systems for producer vendors, procurement 
records, assigned state agencies, and associated reports from the Certified Local Farm 
Enterprise (CLFE) program. Support agency personnel in implementing CLFE program 
best practices; develop and facilitate CFLE training and compliance-related meetings; 
and assist agency personnel in resolving CFLE complaints. Participate in regular staff 
meetings; complete a monthly report of accomplishments for the prior month and a work 
plan for the coming month (including key dates, budget, and MFR goals). Analyze, write 
and recommend to administrator new or revised legislation affecting agriculture mar-
keting opportunities. The online application process is STRONGLY preferred. If you are 
unable to apply online, you may mail a paper application to: Maryland Department of 
Agriculture  Human Resource Office, Room 304,50 Harry S. Truman Parkway,  Annapo-
lis, MD  21401. Resumes will NOT be accepted in lieu of completing the online or paper 
application. If you are submitting additional information, such as diplomas or transcripts, 
the preferred method is to upload them online with your application. If you are unable to 
upload, you may mail, hand-deliver or fax (HR Fax # 443-602-9831). All paper applica-
tions must be received by the closing date, no exceptions.  (Postmarks not accepted.) 
As an equal opportunity employer, Maryland is committed to recruiting, retaining and 
promoting employees who are reflective of the State’s diversity. People with disabilities 
and bilingual candidates are encouraged to apply. We thank our Veterans for their service 
to our country. To apply:  www.workformaryland.com

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

The 4th week of every 
monthReal Estate ads are 

1/2 price!  
Call for more details 

800-634-5021

The Staff at 

The Delmarva Farmer 

wish our readers a very 

Merry Christmas! 

Our office will be closed

Friday,  Dec. 24.  

Thank you for a 

wonderful year! 
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 Farm Equipment Dispersal Auction
For 

Ben Cunningham Farms
10569 Cunningham Farm Rd

Greenwood, Del. 19950
Jan 27th 2022 @ 9:00 AM

Details soon. 
Tractors, Combines, Spray rig, Hay & Tillage Equipment

Trucks, Pickup Trucks and Trailers
to include 

C/IH 7140 Magnum, MX135, Hydro 100; JD 9600 com-
bine & 6 N row Corn head; C/IH 1680 w/ Cummins & 

late model 22' Bean head.
Much more as we get started. 

Please check back to our websites to see many additional items and info 
which will be added.

Online provided by Proxibid
Some Consignments may be accepted 

(unreserved items only)
Call  Ed 610-662-8149 text or cell

Terms: Cash, C-Cards, and Checks accepted with proper ID.  CCard's 
will be subject to a handling fee.

For more info, updates and photo's use the auction tab at 
www.Leamanauctions.com 

or Auctionzip.com and ID# 3721
Leaman Auctions Ltd. AY002063

329 Brenneman Rd. Willow Street, Pa. 17584 
717-464-1128 office or Ed's cell 610-662-8149

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS AUCTIONS 

8TH Annual Jersey Ag 
Consignment Auction & Equipment Dispersal Sale

 125 Pemberton Rd., Southampton, NJ. 08088
Friday, March 11th, 2022 @ 8:30 AM

LOOKING FOR QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS OF CONSTRUCTION 
EQUIPMENT; FARM TRACTORS; FARM EQUIPMENT; TRUCKS, 

TRAILERS AND VEHICLES.
We welcome your attendance as a buyer and or as a seller. Take advantage of our extensive 
advertising program by sending us photos by email or text along with good descriptions. Email 

ed@leamanauctions.com or text to 610-662-8149

THIS IS AN ONSITE AUCTION AND WE WILL HAVE SIMULTANEOUS 
ONLINE BIDDING PROVIDED BY PROXIBID. 

For onsite phone and to consign equipment, or to schedule pickup or 
delivery call Jeff Kumpel at 609-724-8034. Competitive Commission Rates, 
Excellent advertising coverage! Several skid loaders will be onsite, for easy 

unload and until March 18th for load out. 
For updates and photo's use the auction tab at 

www.Leamanauctions.com
or Auctionzip.com ID# 3721

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Cash, Credit Card, or good check with proper ID, Checks OK if 
known by the Auction company or the Kumpels.  ONLINE BIDDERS will have different terms 

and they can be found in the online catalog.
Leaman Auctions Ltd. AY002063 329 Brenneman Rd. Willow Street, Pa. 

717-464-1128 office or Ed's cell 610-662-8149 AU 002034L
E/MAIL ed@Leamanauctions.com

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS AUCTIONS 

Shenandoah Valley Livestock Sales
Harrisonburg, Virginia

In the heart of Beautiful Shenandoah Valley

Sales every Wednesday and Saturday
Special State Graded Feeder Cattle Sales the 

First Saturday of Every Month
A good supply of Quality Feeder Cattle at Every Saturday Sale

Saturday Sales Times
Sheep, Goats and Hogs - 12:30 pm • Cattle Sale - 1:30 pm

State Graded feeder Cattle Sales - 6:00 pm

Wednesday Sale Times 6 pm
Graded Sales - 7:30 pm

Phone Bidding Available for all graded Sales.
(Order Buying Available)

Graded Holstein Steer Sales 2021
(Wednesdays)  March 17, April 21, May 19, August 18, 

September 15, October 20, November 17
For more information, please contact

Michael Ritchie at 540-820-1117
or visit us on the web at www.shenvalleylivestock.com or on Facebook.

Shenandoah Valley Livestock Sales
1044 Edom Road - Harrisonburg, VA 22802

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS AUCTIONS 

Would you like to 
receive 

The Delmarva Farmer’s 
Early Edition?

Find out about late breaking news, or 
top stories before the paper arrives in 

your mail box!
It’s Easy and It’s FREE!!!

Simply call or email Megan and 
provide her with your email address 

and we’ll send you The Delmarva 
Farmer’s Early Edition!

410-822-3965 or 
megan@americanfarm.com

NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE 
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Delmarva FarmerDelmarva Farmer
Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

Find the services you need with speed, just look here in the directoryFind the services you need with speed, just look here in the directory..

American Farm Publications
*Delmarva Farmer

*New Jersey Farmer
www.americanfarm.com

800-634-5021

Advertise in the Business Directory for only $40 
per week!  Call Tiffany or Emily (800) 634-5021

EXPERTISE TO GET THE 
JOB DONE RIGHT!

176 Bowman Rd., York, PA 17408 • Toll Free (888) 236-6795 • www.abcyork.com

From design through final construction, ABC York, Inc. is a single source company you can 
count on. For agricultural and commercial operations the answer is as easy as ABC York.

 ✔ Grain Dryers
 ✔ Grain Bins
 ✔ Material Handling
 ✔ Augers
 ✔ Parts

PRODUCTS:

 ✔ System Design
 ✔ Millwright
 ✔ Service

SERVICES:

717-529-3959
Kirkwood, PA 17536

Hours: M-F: 6am. – 4:45pm.   Closed S&S

INTERNATIONAL
HARVESTOR

The brands you trust!

Diesel Rebuilding 
Service Plans
Maintenance

Need a Diesel Mechanic?
Our Specialty...

This Space Available!! 
Add your information here in the  

Directory for only $40 per week, call 
 Tiffany or Emily today!!

800-634-5021

Valley Hoop
Structures

John Swartzentruber
(540) 691-3753

Simplified Installalation
Install yourself and save

Install available 
depending on location, 
or constructor of your 

choice.

Single Tube: 24’-36’ W
Sentry Series 40’-180’ W

Natural Lighting
Excellent Air Ventilation

Foundation Choices

Check out the options!
Any length available!

BEAT THE PRICE 
INCREASE FROM METAL 
SHORTAGE.  ODER NOW 
FOR DELIVERY ANYTIME 

THIS YEAR
Prepare for next year’s hay storage - put 
up a simple structure.  Put hay in dry 
with less hassle, better feed and save!

Valley Hoop
Structures

Manufactured by:
Sioux Steel Company

Check out the options!
Call for pricing and info!

John (540) 691-3753
Email:

valleyhoop@ibyfax.com

Single Tube: 24’-36’ W
Sentry Series 40’-180’ W

Natural Lighting
Simplified Installation

Better Performance
Easy Relocation

Put Livestock, Hay, Machinery, 
etc., in a dry location with a 

simple structure

Sale
5% off buildings odered by 

March 15th

   Look no further, we have job opportunities!   Seeking workers to assist in      
mixing/loading agricultural products/crop protection products, fueling 

equipment and assist in odd jobs when needed.  Must be available to work 
long hours during prime application season.  Knowledge in custom 

application is a plus, having a CDL would be better - but not required.
Serious inquiries call:  Monday-Friday 9AM – 4PM   302-349-5055

Looking for a seasonal job in the Agriculture Looking for a seasonal job in the Agriculture 
Sector?Sector?

Advertise your business 
here for just $40 per/

week.

Call Emily (800) 634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com

Advertise your business 
here for just $40 per/

week.

Call Emily (800) 634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com

Advertise your business 
here for just $40 per/

week.

Call Emily (800) 634-5021
emily@americanfarm.com
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From all of us at Farm Credit, we wish you 

and your family a joyous holiday season. 

888.339.3334 | mafc.com |

SEASONS
GREETINGS


