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Processing plant employees vote to oust union
Selbyville branch was only facility owned by Mountaire Farms where unions were present

SELBYVILLE, Del. — An overwhelming majority of Mountaire
employees who are members of the
United Food and Commercial Workers Local 27 union voted to remove
the union yesterday, according to the
National Labor Relations Board who
counted the votes on Dec. 16.
The mail-in ballots were counted
on Thursday afternoon at the NLRB

regional office in Baltimore.
The vote count was 356-80. It was
officially certified on Dec. 23.
“After 44 years of union representation, the Selbyville plant takes a
huge step forward today,” said Phillip
Plylar, president of Mountaire Farms.
“Our employees have just been asking
for their voices to be heard, and today,
they were heard loud and clear.”

A Selbyville employee filed a
petition in October to decertify the
union. The mail-in ballot was sent to
employees in November and had to
be received by the NLRB by Dec. 16.
Last summer, employees asked for
decertification of the UFCW but were
denied the option due to a technicality.
A mail-in ballot was held but the
union filed numerous challenges and

ultimately, the NLRB threw out the
vote without counting it. This fall was
the first opportunity employees had to
again ask for an election.
Selbyville is the only processing
plant owned by Mountaire Farms
where unions are present. These
unions have been part of the plant
since it was purchased by Mountaire
in 1977.

Marek’s disease control takes careful attention to detail
Evolution of MDV
has increased the
pathogen’s virulence

RALEIGH, N.C. — Marek’s disease
has become increasingly complex, and
achieving good control may require
revamping the vaccination strategy,
according to Isabel M. Gimeno, DVM,
professor, North Carolina State University.
The evolution of Marek’s disease virus (MDV) has increased the
pathogen’s virulence. Besides the
tumors MDV is known for producing, the virus can lead to a multitude
of other problems including neuritis,
atherosclerosis, panophthalmitis and
immunosuppression, she said.
MDV also appears to be widespread. In an unpublished study,
Gimeno found that, in the US, 100%
of broiler chickens were positive for
oncogenic MDV at 7 days of age. In
addition, the pathotypes of the disease
can differ completely from farm to
farm, Gimeno said at a forum sponsored by Zoetis.
Although control of tumors has
improved, managing MDV-induced
immunosuppression remains especially challenging, she said.
“We have three types of immunosuppression that are completely
unrelated to each other,” she said.
“The first happens when the virus gets
into the chickens via the respiratory
tract and replicates in the lymphoid
organs about 5 to6 days after infection
(called transient or early immunosuppression).
Then the virus goes into latency,
but at about three weeks, it will reactivate. In case of challenge with a very
virulent plus (vv+)MDV, reactivation
is associated with immune-system
dysregulation and immunosuppression (called permanent or late immunosuppression due to reactivation).
Reactivation might be followed by
tumors and associated immunosup-

Poultry producers who have virulent or very virulent MDV are not affected, because they are vaccinating their flocks and are not
affected by tumors or immunosuppression. However, flocks that have very virulent-plus MDV will still see immunosuppression,
and this includes about 30% of the farms, she explained.
Photo courtesy Getty Images

pression (called permanent or late
immunosuppression due to tumors).
Early immunosuppression causes
massive destruction of cells by the
virus and reduced response of lymphocytes, Gimeno explained.

There are bursa and thymus atrophy and clear necrosis, along with
cellular and humoral immunosuppression.
Maternal antibodies against MDV
protect completely against early im-

munosuppression whenever chickens
are challenged with a virulent (v)
MDV.
See MAREK’S
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Keeping up with coccidiosis remains challenging
(Editor’s note: This column
originally was published by Poultry
Health Today on Dec. 21, 2021.)
I’ve been learning about coccidiosis ever since graduate school, back
in 1990.
In fact, my master’s thesis was
about coccidiosis in broilers.
I wrote 150 pages about chicken
poop.
In the ensuing 30 years, I’ve dealt
a lot with coccidiosis, and it’s been
an interesting journey.
One thing is for sure — there’s always more to learn, and keeping up
with this ubiquitous disease remains
challenging.
Like most production veterinarians, I’ve used ionophores, which
weaken coccidial cell walls, thus
directly affecting the parasite.
Some infection with ionophores,
colloquially called “leakage,” is expected, but it’s not an overwhelming
infection.
Limited exposure allows the
birds’ intestines to interact with the
parasite, which initiates host immunity.
In contrast, non-ionophore anticoccidials work inside the parasite’s
cells while the coccidia themselves
are replicating within the host tissue.
This type of anticoccidial, if
effective, keeps coccidial infections
at levels low enough to prevent a
significant immune response.

Marek’s ...
Continued from Front Page

However, such protection is partial
when the challenge virus is a very
virulent (vv)MDV and very poor if
the challenge virus is vv+MDV. Early
immunosuppression can be controlled
by vaccination.
MDV reactivation is a more complicated situation that only occurs
when birds are infected with vv+MDV. It is not related to lymphoid organ
atrophy or tumors (there are no techniques for detecting it). It affects humoral and cellular immunity, and none
of the current commercial vaccines
protect against it. However, according
to Gimeno, there is an experimental
vaccine that may protect against it,
based on a vvMDV strain that lacks
the oncogene Meq.
“This is the most critical part of
Marek’s disease because we don’t
know how to diagnose it, and we don’t
have methods of control,” Gimeno
said.
Poultry producers who have virulent or very virulent MDV are not
affected, because they are vaccinating their flocks and are not affected
by tumors or immunosuppression.
However, flocks that have very virulent-plus MDV will still see immunosuppression, and this includes about
30 percent of the farms, she explained.
Other non-neoplastic as well as

Generally speaking, ionophores
tend to maintain efficacy for longer periods of time compared to
non-ionophore anticoccidials since
they induce immunity, but there are
always exceptions to this simple
rule.
Unforeseen consequences
During my first years in production medicine, a range of anticoccidials were used and rotated with
the seasons in an attempt to reduce
resistance, maintain product efficacy
and minimize flock parasitism.
I’ll readily admit that despite
careful monitoring of flock health
status, I made some changes along
the way that I thought were good
plans for coccidiosis control only to
end up scrapping the plan because it
wasn’t working.
There was either a clinical
coccidiosis outbreak or poor feed
efficiency.
Typically, I used a non-ionophore
anticoccidial in cold weather when

the coccidiosis challenges rose due
to increased litter moisture.
Ionophores were used to complement the non-ionophore anticoccidials. We’d start with a non-ionophore
anticoccidial during the starter
phase, then switch to an ionophore
during the grower and finisher periods.
In warmer, drier weather, however, we’d use ionophores exclusively
from placement to harvest.
I’ve also used coccidiosis vaccines.
They deliver populations of various species of Eimeria at formulated
doses that actually cause a limited
parasitic infection so the chickens
develop immunity without clinical
disease.
There are various formulations
of commercial coccidiosis vaccines
available in the United States; all of
them contain at least the three Eimeria species that most often cause
coccidiosis in broilers: E. acervulina, E. maxima and E. tenella.
Coccidiosis vaccines are delivered either directly into the embryonated egg prior to hatch or sprayed
on the chicks at day of hatch.
Regardless of the application
technology, chicks must consume
sporulated oocysts for any of the
vaccines to be efficacious.
Simply seeing the dye added to
the vaccine on the chicks’ backs or
in their mouths when the vaccine

is sprayed on does not mean every
chick received an effective dose, although most vaccines can claim over
90-percent uptake.
Weather affects vaccine timing
My use of coccidiosis vaccines
has generally been limited to summer months due to necessary flock
management.
Young birds need to scatter
throughout the house before heavy
doses of oocysts accumulate in the
brooding region, which is easier to
do in warm versus cool weather.
Flocks on either anticoccidials or
vaccines benefited from non-specific
intestinal support provided by arsenicals like 3-nitro and Gram-positive
antibiotics.
For several years I tried using
coccidiosis vaccines without anticoccidials but found flock health
was just not as good as it was when
vaccination was followed by an
anticoccidial — though not before
14 days of age since that risks killing
off the vaccinal oocysts that stimulate immunity.
I also found that after vaccination, 3-nitro was just as effective as
using an in-feed anticoccidial.
When 3-nitro was removed from
the marketplace, it was a struggle to
find a replacement quite as effective,
although various in-feed anticoccidi-

neoplastic diseases need to be included in the differential diagnosis for
MDV.
“Most importantly, you need to differentiate between disease and infection,” she said. “Remember, vaccines
do not protect against infection. The
key to differentiating between a bird
that is latently infected and a bird that
is developing MDV-induced tumors is
the amount of MDV DNA present in
the tissues.”
Sometimes clinical signs are inconclusive, because they may be identical
to those caused by other diseases, she
added.
Producers should start with the
epidemiological and clinical data they
have, and they should look for macroscopic lesions. Histopathology is also
important, along with other laboratory
techniques like immunohistochemistry and real-time polymerase chain
reaction tests. Real-time PCR is the
technique most used for early diagnosis (as early as 3 weeks), to confirm diagnostics and to differentiate between
infection and disease, Gimeno said.
“Whenever there is a problem with
MDV, the first thing we’re going to do
is audit the hatchery,” Gimeno said.
The audit should include:
• Proper storage of vaccines;
• Protocols for thawing and reconstitution of the vaccine;
• Vaccination protocols;
• Maintenance of equipment;
• Factors that could reduce vaccine
dose: higher dilution than recommended, delay in administration,

insufficient mixing or addition of
antibiotics; and
• Live-cell counts can be helpful
but will not provide vaccine titer
levels.
“Cell suspensions in MD vaccines
are unstable,” Gimeno said. “They
tend to attach to each other, so that’s
why proper mixing is important along
with dose uniformity and timeliness of
vaccine administration.”
If the hatchery audit is satisfactory,
the next thing to do is a vaccine replication in the chickens with real-time
PCR (feather pulp at 7 to 10 days),
Gimeno said.
“We normally collect samples in
the wing [feather tips with pulp], and
they can be collected at the farm.
They should be kept separate, with
each kept in a small plastic bag or in
aluminum foil,” she said. Zoetis recommends plucking at least 10 feathers
per bird from the axillary feather
tract. Feathers should be short, newly
growing feathers with plenty of pulp.
If replication is good but the farm
is still having problems with MDV, it
could be due to an early infection, a
more virulent strain or a co-infection
with other immunosuppressive diseases (like infectious anemia), she noted.
“Remember, to have protection
against Marek’s disease you need to
have a very good cellular immune response, and chicken infectious anemia
would depress the immune response.
Of course, mycotoxins could be another factor, but if chicken infectious
anemia is not under control, you’re not

going to have Marek’s disease under
control either,” she pointed out.
Various strategies can be used to
enhance protection such as revaccination, in ovo vaccination, and protective
synergism, which combines different
types of vaccines. Research on the
use of adjuvants (including TLR-3
agonists) is ongoing.
New recombinant herpesvirus
of turkey (rHVT) vaccines have the
advantage of providing protection
against two or three diseases, according to Gimeno. They have little or no
interaction with maternal antibodies,
and in ovo administration is safe. They
are used worldwide, have little or no
horizontal transmission, and they provide long-lasting immunity, she said.
Replication of rHVT vaccines, however, is affected by dose, the route of
vaccination and by combination with
other MD vaccines. These things need
to be kept in mind when using rHVT
vaccines, she said.
With revaccination, the second
rHVT vaccine should be different
and of higher efficacy than the first
vaccine, and both vaccines need to be
administered before birds are challenged with the virus. Gimeno said the
best protocol is in ovo first, followed
by subcutaneous vaccination.
“In ovo administration of HVT
will hasten maturation of the chicken-embryo immune system,” she
said. “There’s no human error with in
ovo, and it’s administered 2 to 3 days
before the chicks hatch. You’re going
to have better protection against early.

EXPERT
ADVICE
By PHILIP A. STAYER
Corporate Veterinarian
Sanderson Farms Inc., Laurel, Miss.

See STAYER

Page 5

The Mid-Atlantic Poultry Farmer, January 4, 2022

3

Scholarships for students seeking chicken careers
GEORGETOWN, Del. — The Delmar va Chicken Association has
opened the application period for its
2022 College Scholarship Program.
Applications are being accepted for
undergraduate scholarships of $2,000
and graduate-degree scholarships of
$3,000.
Complete applications for these
scholarships must be received by DCA
no later than 4:30 p.m. on Friday, April
8, 2022.
DCA’s annual College Scholarship
Golf Tournament supports these schol-

CHOICE VOICE

Correcting
the record
on nutrient
control

arship awards; this year’s tournament
raised more than $20,000 for the
scholarship fund.
Since 1985, DCA has awarded
more than $161,000 in scholarships.
“It’s an exciting time to be preparing for a career in the chicken
community,” said Holly Porter, DCA’s
executive director. “More than 20,300
jobs on Delmarva are directly tied to
our chicken companies, and thousands
more jobs are supported by the chicken economy. We’re excited to be able
to help students start journeys toward

their careers each year through these
scholarships.”
Career opportunities in the chicken
industry extend far beyond jobs in
processing plants or on farms.
Students majoring in accounting,
engineering, marketing, veterinary
science, nutrition, genetics, chemistry, environmental science, computer
science, and many other areas of study
will find their skills in demand in a
chicken career.
Each applicant must be a student
in good standing at an accredited in-

stitution of higher learning within the
United States, or in the case of graduating high school seniors, accepted
to an accredited institution within the
United States.
Students applying for undergraduate scholarships must be Delmarva
residents who are pursuing a career
path leading to employment in any
segment of Delmarva’s chicken community.
See SCHOLARSHIPS
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Efficient Tube Heaters

for Poultry Production

By JAMES FISHER
(Editor’s note: James Fisher is
the communications manager for the
Delmarva Chicken Association.)
It is concerning to see groups
with no clear understanding of the
agricultural or chicken communities
create reports littered with errors
and assumptions, then try to use
them to undermine public trust in
these communities. It’s a distraction
from all the work and progress all
Marylanders have made in achieving
water quality goals.
At the very beginning of Blind
Eye to Big Chicken, an Oct. 28
report by the Environmental Integrity Project, the executive summary
relies on inaccurate information.
While Arthur Perdue was a
pioneer within our chicken community, he did not personally invent the
chicken house, as EIP claims; Perdue’s company began as a hatchery
and a table egg producer.
And while the Eastern Shore of
Maryland was a focal point for the
beginning of the modern broiler
industry, it is a matter of historical
record that the first broiler-only farm
was in Ocean View, Del.
While these are errors unconnected to water quality issues, they set
a tone of carelessness with the facts
that pervades the report.
A closer review of the report,
along with its footnotes and appendix, tells a very different story than
the headlines it generated.
Myth: Poultry farmers are overapplying litter to cropland.
Reality: EIP’s report attempts
to compare annual implementation
See FISHER
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Valley Proteins facility suspends operations amid review
LINKWOOD, Md. — An Eastern
Shore poultry rendering facility has
suspended operations as it takes steps,
under the oversight of the Maryland
Department of the Environment, to
comply with regulations that protect
the environment and public health.
The Valley Proteins facility in
Dorchester County suspended operations following an MDE inspection
report that listed a series of needed
corrections, along with potential MDE
actions for failing to comply with
those requirements.

The inspection report, issued yesterday, requires the facility to set forth
planned actions to ensure that future
operations will comply with discharge
limits and permit terms.
The proposal is subject to MDE review as the department and the facility
work toward an agreement, in the form
of a consent order, on moving forward.
MDE announced in September that
it intended to take an enforcement
action against the facility and pursue
a significant financial penalty to address past violations.

Last month, Maryland Environment Secretary Ben Grumbles informed Valley Proteins that its recent
compliance record leaves the agency
with no option but to proceed with the
filing of a civil complaint. The filing
of that complaint is pending.
In his letter, Grumbles wrote:
“The Department is committed to
protecting and restoring the environment and has the responsibility and
authority to ensure compliance with
environmental laws and regulations.
A primary goal of the Department is

to attain and maintain a high rate of
compliance by providing clear expectations and by ensuring that environmental responsibilities are enforced
within the regulated community consistently. When significant violations
are observed the Department has an
obligation to take equitable and timely
enforcement action, reasonably necessary, to deter future violations from
occurring.”
See FACILITY

Page 5

Scholarships ...
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57” Poly Fan

#AS-57EBDBPG
Fan 57” FBG Panel 1.5 HP
1725RPM 230V 60 Hz Only
(Poly/Galv)

Graduate student scholarships are
available to any student at a U.S. university who is engaged in research that
directly benefits Delmarva’s chicken
community.
A complete transcript must accompany the application, and in the case
of high school seniors, proof of college
acceptance is required.
Applicants must secure a letter of
reference from an academic advisor
or faculty member. DCA membership
on the part of the applicant or his or
her family is not required and has no
bearing on the selection process.
For more information, or to access
an application form, visit dcachicken.
com/scholarship.
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reports from 2019 with Nutrient
Management Plans that were submitted to MDE when the CAFO
applicant submitted his/her notice of
intent. Those years may not match
up, resulting in flawed comparisons. However, when MDE does its
inspections, it will ask for updated
Nutrient Management Plans if they
are required — especially for those
farms that land apply litter.
EIP also performed calculations
using a fertility index value (FIV)
that is not equal to the regulated
value to make unsupportable claims
about how many farmers were overapplying litter. They assumed litter
could not be applied to fields with
an FIV value greater than 100, but in
fact, the lowest value to trigger concern according to the Phosphorous
Management Tool is 150 FIV. They
also failed to note that AIRs submitted in 2019 would have reflected the
growing season of 2018, when the
PMT was just beginning to phase
in and most farmers were still able
to apply using the Phosphorous Site
Index, not the PMT.
The effect of misstating what FIV
levels were thresholds for litter application was to overstate the number of
See FISHER
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Facility ...
Continued from Page 4

In recent months, Valley Proteins
has been the subject of a number
of MDE inspections that found the
facility to be out of compliance with
environmental regulations and law.
Additional pollution events at the fa-

Stayer ...
Continued from Page 2

als were a close run-up.
Bioshuttle program favored
Today, the combination of vaccination followed by various anticoccidials — often called a “bioshuttle” program — remains a favored
program among conventional broiler
producers. Interestingly, I’ve found
that higher doses of ionophores are
necessary to accomplish the same
degree of coccidiosis control as lower doses with 3-nitro.
I don’t know why but perhaps
3-nitro provided ancillary support
for coccidiosis control that we didn’t
appreciate until it was removed from
the market.
To regain flock health back to
former levels, it now appears that
both coccidiosis vaccination along
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cility in the past week led to MDE to
issue an inspection report yesterday
that includes findings, a list of corrective actions and that states:
Failure to comply with any of the
actions listed above may result in the
Department taking additional actions,
including but not limited to issuing an
Administrative Order, suspension of
the permit, and/or administrative and
civil penalties.
The Valley Proteins facility sus-

pended its operations in response to
MDE’s inspection report, attorneys
for the facility told attorneys for MDE.
In September, in addition to the announcement that it intended to take an
enforcement action, MDE released a
draft permit that would require significant water quality improvements from
the Valley Protein facility. The public
comment period on the draft permit,
which initially incorporated a 60-day
extension and then an additional 30-

day extension, is open until January
14, 2022. MDE held a virtual public
hearing in October and an in-person
public hearing in November. MDE
values public input and will carefully
consider all comments received in
making a final decision on the permit
application.
“We are much more focused on enforcement and correcting any ongoing
violations before taking any actions on
a draft permit,” Grumbles said.

with higher ionophore doses are
necessary. That’s based on intestinal
lesion scores and flock performance.
Theoretically, coccidiosis vaccines initiate subclinical infections
that induce immunity while in-feed
anticoccidials treat birds in the flock
that did not get vaccinated at day of
age.
An effective dose of any species
of Eimeria will result in increased
oocyst shed. If a chicken is missed at
day-of-age vaccination, the next coccidiosis exposure may be 10 or even
100 times higher if the naïve bird
consumes the feces of flock mates
that were properly vaccinated.
Younger birds appear more resistant to a coccidial challenge than
older, naïve birds, perhaps due to
limited intestinal mucosal surface
for parasite proliferation.
Later in growout, a higher dose of
coccidial oocysts and more intestinal geography places those missed
flockmates at higher risk for clinical

coccidiosis than birds that were vaccinated in the hatchery.
Using an anticoccidial — particularly an ionophore — helps limit the
damage to chickens that are exposed
later in life to elevated oocyst counts
Current recommendation
My current recommendation for
coccidiosis control is to utilize the
range of anticoccidial tools available.
Practically speaking, this means use
of a coccidiosis vaccine applied in
ovo or sprayed on day-of-age birds
followed with an in-feed anticoccidial.
Coccidiosis vaccines should be
used at the recommended dosage to
get optimal results. Anticoccidials
in feed should be used at the lowest
effective dose, but they may have
dose ranges that allow increases and
decreases as needed based on flock
health monitoring.
At Sanderson Farms, we’ve been
successful using bioshuttle programs
across several climatic zones and

seasons, even year-long, and we’ve
not seen any problem with anticoccidial resistance.
Coccidiosis is arguably the most
expensive pathogen for commercial broiler production since it’s an
intestinal disease that directly affects
feed utilization, and feed is the major
expense that comes with producing
live chickens.
Looking back over the years, the
major change affecting coccidiosis
control is the loss of effective tools.
For conventional systems, it’s the
loss of 3-nitro.
For no-antibiotics-ever systems,
it’s the prohibition on using ionophores, since they’re considered
antibiotics by FDA.
Otherwise there haven’t been a
lot of changes since there has been a
dearth of new anticoccidials.
It will be interesting to see in the
decades ahead if there are any significant changes to the way coccidiosis
is managed.
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farms with NMPs that appeared to
be overapplying litter. This mistake
is gravely detrimental to the report’s
topline conclusions.
Myth: PMT is only about manure
application and the chicken community does not support it.
Reality: The PMT applies to all
fertilizer — commercial or manure.
It simply means that grain farmers
are no longer able to apply additional phosphorous to certain fields
— a nutrient that is needed for the

growth of plants — if the field’s FIV
is above certain limits. Delmarva
Chicken Association, the voice of
the chicken community, voted twice
that the PMT should be fully phased
in as written, on schedule. We have
offered outreach to growers about
the rule to help farmers make business decisions.
We also invested nearly $60,000
to develop and market the Littr.
app — a tool to help connect those
who have litter with those who can
responsibly use it on their farms.
Myth: Chicken farmers are out of
compliance and causing harm to the
environment.
Reality: It was clearly noted on
page 35 that the vast majority of

noncompliance documented is related to record-keeping, not on-theground water quality concerns.
And on pages 36-37 it was
noted by EIP that every year since
the CAFO permit (a new rule for
farmers to follow) was first issued,
significant violations have gone
down. It’s clear growers are doing
what they are supposed to be doing
according to the permit.
Myth: Chicken companies do not
provide any help to growers when it
comes to manure management and
should do more.
Reality: Chicken companies have
voluntarily provided cost-share
funds to the state of Maryland for
the manure transport program.

Since 1999, chicken companies have
contributed $7.3 million of the $19.5
million spent on the state’s Manure
Transport Program — more than a
third of its budget.
The program has relocated 2.4
million tons of manure from beef,
swine, poultry and other livestock
producers. This is in addition to the
local and state taxes that chicken
companies pay each year. No other
companies offer cost share for the
transport program, including other
animal ag commodities.
Myth: Increasing fines and fees to
farmers will protect water quality.
Reality: DCA believes that bad
actors or repeat offenders who are
blatantly not following the rules and
negatively impacting the environment should certainly be met with
enforcement actions by regulators.
However, fining farmers for record
keeping errors will not help with
water quality.
Helping farmers understand the
rules, offering guidance and assistance for compliance and offering
cost-share assistance to implement
best management practices is how
farmers will continue to meet goals
of improving water quality.
It’s not what is recorded on a paper — it’s what is happening on the
ground and farmers are doing a lot
on the ground — they were the first
environmentalists.
Myth: Farmers are not doing
their part to help clean up the Chesapeake Bay.
Reality: EIP’s report dances
around the fundamental fact that
in recent years, agriculture and
wastewater are the only Bay TMDL
sectors whose investments have led
to consistent nutrient reductions,
while developed areas have gradually increased the amount of nutrients
they send the Bay.
For every 8 pounds of nitrogen
Maryland farmers kept out of the
Chesapeake Bay through improved
practices and conservation in the
past 10 years, Maryland’s developed
areas added back 1 pound of nitrogen through increased stormwater
pollution.
For every 13 pounds of phosphorus Maryland farmers kept out of the
Chesapeake Bay through improved
practices and conservation in the
past 10 years, Maryland’s developed
areas added back 1 pound of phosphorus through increased stormwater pollution.
Agriculture is meeting our water
quality goals, while still producing an abundant food supply with
decreased farms and decreased
farmland.
Between 1980 and 2017, Delmarva’s human population increased by
35 percent and housing units by 44
percent. In that same time frame,
the land in farms decreased by 15
percent and the number of farms
decreased by 27 percent.

Be sure to ‘like’
The Delmarva Farmer
on Facebook!
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Delmarva Chicken Association’s Outstanding Poultry Producers

Lemston McCrea, Laurel, Del., Perdue Farms

(Editor’s note: Ten outstanding
poultry producers were honored
earlier this year by the Delmarva
Chicken Association. In this and
subsequent issues of the monthly
The Mid-Atlantic Poultry Farmer
supplement, the selected growers
will be highlighted.)

LAUREL, Del. — Lemston
McCrea hasn’t always been an
independent farmer raising chickens.
However, even before he took
the leap to build his own farm,
he was working with chickens —
catching them on others’ farms
for chicken companies to take to
processing.
But, he says, owning a farm of
his own was a lifelong dream, now
realized. “My grandfather had a
farm, and I always wanted to be
a farmer,” McCrea says. “I built
my first chicken house in 1996 and
built the second one in 2000. I love
growing chickens — I get excited
when they come, and excited when
they leave.”
McCrea’s two chicken houses

contain around 40,000 birds at a
time, and he grows chickens for
Perdue Farms.
“I think I watch my chickens
well. Once you go in the chicken
house and sit on a bucket and start
seeing things, you start learning
the chicken,” he says. “You’ve
really got to be observant of the
chicken you’re growing.
“Once you do that, you’ll be
good, or at least decent.”
He also makes sure to walk
the houses one last time each day
late at night, around 11 p.m., to be
certain nothing mechanical has
gone awry and will sit unrepaired
until the morning.
He often has help from grandchildren who live nearby.
“I just love doing this. It’s
peaceful,” McCrea says of raising
chickens. “If you’re just doing it
for the money, it’s not going to
turn out properly the way you
want it.
“You have got to have this love
in your heart that you want to do
this, that you want it to work for
you.”

“Anybody who decides to grow chickens, you’ve really got to love that animal, that fowl,
that bird, to do this,” said Lemston McCrea, a Laurel, Del., grower whose two chicken
houses produce chicken for Perdue Farms. ”You got to have this love in your heart that
you want to do this, that you want it to work for you.”
Photo courtesy DCA

JANUARY’S DCA RECIPE

www.lvimfg.com

LVI Pulvi-Master, now in 72 in. and 96 in.
– Extend the life & value of poultry litter
by conditioning & pulverizing the cakes
•

4-Rows of abrasive-resistant angled free
swinging pulverizing blades

Creole chicken thighs
Ingredients
• 8 chicken thighs, skinned
• 3 tablespoons butter or margarine
• Half-pound fresh mushrooms,
sliced
• 1 medium onion, chopped
• Half-cup chopped green pepper
• Half-cup thinly sliced celery
• 2 cloves garlic, minced
• 1 can (14 1/2 ounces) diced tomatoes
• Half-teaspoon salt
• Half-teaspoon sugar
• Half-teaspoon leaf thyme, crumbled
• Half-teaspoon bottled hot pepper
sauce
• 2 bay leaves
• 2 cups cooked rice

Directions
In frying pan, place butter or margarine and melt over medium-high
heat.
Add mushrooms, onion, pepper,
celery, and garlic and cook, stirring,
about three minutes or until onion is
translucent but not brown.
Stir in tomatoes, salt, sugar, thyme,
hot pepper sauce and bay leaves.
Add chicken pieces, spooning
sauce over chicken.
Cook, covered, over medium heat
about 35 minutes or until chicken is
fork tender.
Discard bay leaves. Serve chicken
and sauce over hot cooked rice.
Makes four servings.
—Recipe, photo courtesy DCA

•
•
•

External grease fittings to service bearings
Drier litter equals less ammonia
Adjustable rear leveling gate

•
•

Improve paw quality
Quick hitch ready

• Remote Auto-Adjust for Ease of Operation
• 6” Diameter Discharge with Air Speeds up
to 200 MPH & 4200 RPM

Visit a Local Dealer
Bobcat of Accomac
Accomac, VA
757.787.4141

Binkley & Hurst

Seaford, DE | Kennedyville, MD
866.670.4705 | 888.269.0372

Marydel Ag Supply
Marydel, DE
302.343.9541
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AMMONIA
CONTROL
PLUS...

• 3+ absorbs into litter lowering pH for instant &
long-term ammonia control
• Improves feed conversion,
weight gains & overall flock
performance
• Drier litter – lower fuel costs
• Increases fertilizer value of
litter – reduces phosphorus
runoff of applied litter

Contact Delmarva Custom Applicators
before your next placement:

410-858-4626 or 410-463-1668

EFFECTIVE. ECONOMICAL. ESTABLISHED.

usalco.com

