
Showtime, December 21, 2021            1

ShowtimeShowtimeA supplement to The Delmarva FarmerA supplement to The Delmarva Farmer December 21, 2021December 21, 2021

Winter meetings, conferences and trade shows in the Mid-Atlantic region and beyondWinter meetings, conferences and trade shows in the Mid-Atlantic region and beyond

By CAROL KINSLEY
AFP Correspondent

BALTIMORE — The Mid-Atlantic 
Nursery Trade Show returns to the 
Baltimore Convention Center for an 
in-person event on Jan. 5-7.

MANTS celebrated its 50th an-
niversary in 2020 with more than 
12,000 attendees taking advantage of 
the opportunity to visit 968 exhibiting 
companies spread throughout 1,550 
booths. 

The next year, MANTS was forced 
to adapt to an online platform when 
the Convention Center was not avail-
able due to COVID-19. 

Using the “MANTS.com Online 
Business Hub,” exhibitors were able to 
post a business profile, a link to their 
company’s website, even videos, prod-
ucts, press releases and show specials. 

Attendees were provided an inter-

active floor plan, a searchable data-
base and a personalized “recommen-
dations” tab with a list of exhibitors 
matched by the system based on the 
attendee’s profile. The Business Hub 
went live Dec. 1, 2020. 

There was a focused push during 
the show dates of Jan. 6 to 8 when 
attendees participated in a mix of ex-
hibitor-hosted online educational we-
binars and social events and engaged 
with exhibitors for one-on-one fo-
cused conversations and connections. 

The Business Hub was available for 
90 days after the official show dates.

The interactive floor plan will be 
available again this year, and exhib-
itor and product search features will 
be fully functional, helping you meet 
your inventory needs.

Still, organizers said the best way 
to experience MANTS is to actually 
be there in person.

Vanessa Finney, executive vice 
president of MANTS, said, “We con-
tinue to plan a full in-person MANTS 
for January. MANTS is excited to 
welcome our exhibitors and buying 
companies back to Baltimore for 2022. 
We’re grateful for all our partners who 
are working hard behind the scenes to 
provide our attendees and exhibitors 
with the opportunity to gather together 
again for meaningful face-to-face 
interactions that are the hallmark of 
MANTS.” 

Making possible those in-person 
connections on the trade show floor 
remains the top priority of MANTS 
organizers. This year the premier 
green industry marketplace will bring 
together close to 1,000 vendors.

It is important to note that MANTS 

MANTS returns to Convention Center

See MANTS
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By CAROL KINSLEY
AFP Correspondent

HARRINGTON, Del. — After 
switching to virtual sessions in Janu-
ary 2021 because of the pandemic, the 
20-year tradition of consolidating win-
ter farm meetings into Delaware Ag 
Week, now Ag Month, will continue 
in 2022, with a mixture of live, hybrid 
and virtual gatherings held Jan. 10-27. 

The Delaware Department of Ag-
riculture, University of Delaware 
Cooperative Extension and Delaware 
State University Cooperative Exten-
sion have partnered to bring relevant, 
research-based information to help 
improve the viability of Delaware’s 
agriculture industry. All sessions are 
provided free of charge.

Join local and national industry 
experts as they explore the latest in-
novations in agriculture. Earn credits 
for pest management, nutrient man-
agement  and Certified Crop Advising. 

Sessions will include agronomy, 
fruits and vegetables, woodland man-
agement, animal science, risk manage-
ment and more. 

Michelle Rodgers, associate dean in 
the University of Delaware’s College 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
and director of Delaware Cooperative 
Extension, said, “We are offering Del-
aware Agriculture Week in a variety of 
formats — in-person watch parties and 
online. All formats provide an oppor-
tunity to provide nutrient management 
and pesticide credits.”

Virtual sessions are those wherein 
you join directly through your own 
zoom link. “Hybrid” sessions may be 
watched via zoom individually and 
will also be broadcast to a physical 
location such as an Extension office 
which you may attend in person. These 
constitute a “watch party.” 

Calvin Keeler, interim dean of the 
University of Delaware College of 

Delaware 
Ag Month 
evolving 
into hybrid

See AG MONTH
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Making possible those in-person connections on the trade show floor at the Baltimore Convention Center remains the top 
priority of MANTS organizers.
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Jeff Graybill, Penn State agronomy expert for Lancaster County, is scheduled to 
speak on agronomy diseases at the upcoming Keystone Farm Show.

Photo by Bob Ferguson
See KEYSTONE
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By DOROTHY NOBLE
AFP Correspondent

YORK, Pa. — Amidst a multitude 
of virtual meetings and events this 
year due to COVID-19, the Keystone 
Farm Show at this writing continues 
to schedule its live exhibition Jan. 5-7. 

This commercial farm and con-
struction equipment and service pro-
vider of trade shows has been growing 
substantially since its inception. 

Now the largest show of its type 
in Pennsylvania, and one of the fast-
est growing trade shows on the East 
Coast, the Keystone Farm Show tar-
gets full-time farmers in the Mid-At-
lantic area.

It takes place again at the York 
Fairgrounds at 334 Carlisle, Pa. The 
fairgrounds is also known as the York 
Expo Center. 

The show is projected to use both of 
the indoor and outdoor space, includ-
ing the newly refurbished Heritage 
Hall.

The hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, and 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. on Thursday. 

Organizers aiming for live exhibition
 KEYSTONE FARM SHOW January 5-7
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COLLEGE PARK, Md. — Univer-
sity of Maryland Extension is hosting 
local, in-person meetings along with 
statewide virtual meetings for the 
2022 production season. 

With agendas and other details of 
some of the meetings still to be deter-
mined, here is a listing of upcoming 
events in agronomy, forage crops, 
grain marketing, food safety, fruit 
and vegetable production and urban 
agriculture. 

If for any reason Extension is 

unable to host meetings in-person 
due to COVID-19 cases and/or more 
restrictions are set in place, meetings 
will shift to a virtual format.

Agronomy Meetings
IN PERSON

• Carroll County Winter Farm 
Meeting: Jan. 13;  10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.; Carroll County Ag Center, 706 
Agricultural Center Dr., Westminster, 
Md.

• Cecil County Agronomy Meet-
ing: Jan. 18; 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.; 

Calvert Grange, 2357 Telegraph Rd. 
Rising Sun, Md. Cost is $10 and cov-
ers morning refreshments, lunch and 
educational materials. Pre-registration 
and payment required by Jan. 11. 

• Harford County Agronomy Meet-
ing: Feb. 15; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; The 
Harford County 4-H Camp and Deer 
Creek Overlook, 6 Cherry Hill Rd., 
Street, Md.

• Caroline County Agronomy 
Meeting: Feb. 16; 4:30 p.m. to 9 p.m., 
Caroline County 4-H Park, 8230 De-

tour Rd. Denton, Md.
• Tri-County Agronomy Meeting: 

Feb. 23; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Urbana Vol-
unteer Fire Hall, 3602 Urbana Pike, 
Urbana, Md. Cost is $15 and includes 
lunch. Pre-registration and payment is 
required by Feb. 18.

Some of this year’s topics will in-
clude: Bt and Insecticide Resistance 
Management, ag law update, use of 

University of Md. Extension agents will be busy
 UME MEETINGS Throughout the winter

See UME
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COCKEYSVILLE, Md. — Since 
1999, Future Harvest has gathered 
leaders in regional agriculture for its 
annual winter conference where farm-
ers come together for expert-led ses-
sions, networking, business and crop 
planning, trend forecasting and more. 

Last year, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the conference was con-
verted to a virtual format and this 
year the 23rd annual conference will 
be held online Jan. 13-14. 

“We’ve seen the members of our 
region’s foodshed come together 
online in new and exciting ways — 
with enthusiasm, collaboration and a 
willingness to share expertise — and 
look forward to re-opening our virtu-
al space to facilitate this,” the group 
stated.

The conference committee has 
planned more than 20 sessions for 
advanced and beginning farmers and 
educators over the two day conference 

and keynote speakers each day. 
On Jan. 13, Renard Turner, co-own-

er of Vanguard Ranch in Louisa Coun-
ty, Va., will give the keynote speech 
and Jan. 14 will feature authors David 
R. Montgomery and Anne Biklé.

The conference also includes live 
chats and networking opportunities, 
farmer-to-farmer meetups, one-on-
one opportunities with service provid-
ers, exhibitors, and business coaches, 
interactive cooking demonstrations 

and the organization’s annual mem-
bership meeting. The Farmer of the 
Foodshed Awards will be handed out 
and recorded sessions will be available 
for later viewing. 

Tickets for the conference are $75 
for members, $120 for non-members 
and free for Future Harvest CASA’s 
current Beginner Farmer Trainees. 

Online registration is available 
at https://registration.socio.events/e/
futureharvest2022

Conference to stay online with 20-plus sessions slated
 FUTURE HARVEST January. 13-14 (online)

Delaware Agriculture Week 
Jan. 10 - 27, 2022

We are expanding Delaware Ag Week to Delaware Ag Month from Jan. 10-27, 2022! Join us for a mixture
of live, hybrid and virtual gatherings with local and national industry experts to explore the latest innovations
in agriculture. Earn credits for pest management, nutrient management and Certified Crop Advising.
Delaware Ag Month features all the valuable sessions you’ve come to expect from this 20-year tradition,
including agronomy, fruits and vegetables, woodland management, animal science and more.

After 20 years, the Delaware Department of Agriculture, University of Delaware Cooperative Extension and
Delaware State University Cooperative Extension are still committed to their partnership to bring relevant,
research-based information to help improve the viability of Delaware’s agriculture industry!

Learn more and register online at
www.sites.udel.edu/DelawareAgWeekThese institutions are equal opportunity providers.

Registration opens Dec. 15, 2021
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HOCKESSIN, Del. — The 2022 
Delaware Horticulture Industry Expo 
will be held via Zoom on Jan. 12,13 
and 19.  

Those that do require recertifica-
tion credits must register/pay individ-
ually, and log-in to Zoom with their 
own device. 

Online registration is available 
at  ht t ps://2022DEHORTEXPO.
eventbrite.com. DNLA says do not 
use Internet Explorer to register. 

Early registration deadlines are 
Jan. 8 for the Jan. 12 and 13 presen-
tations and Jan. 15 for the Jan. 19 
presentations. DNLA members also 
received a discounted rate. 

Featured topics include:
• Glyphosate Toxicology and Alter-

natives for the Green Industry;
• What Landscapes Ought to be in 

the 21st Century;
• Delaware’s New Invasive Plant 

Law SB22;
• Managing an Historic Garden in 

the Modern Age;
• Urban Invaders: Managing Inva-

sive Plants in Urban Green Spaces;
• Turning Up the Heat on Your 

Business;

• What is Your Soil Test Telling 
You; and

• Legal Updates for Snow Man-
agement

The first presentation on Jan. 12 
is titled, What Landscapes Ought to 
Be in the 21st Century, by George 
Coombs of the Mt. Cuba Center. 
The nursery and landscape industry 
can make significant contributions 
to climate change and globalization. 
Coombs will propose a new horticul-
tural paradigm for the 21st century 
that seeks to build a more resilient 
Nature, in both the built and natural 
landscape. 

The next presentation will be on 
Delaware’s New Invasive Plant Law 
SB 22 by Jim White of the Native 
Species Commission. SB 22 is a new 
Delaware law that prohibits the sale 
of select invasive plant species. We 
will discuss the origin and reasons for 
this law, the plants that are prohibited 
from sale, and how these plants were 
selected. Enforcement and compliance 
to the law will also be discussed. 

Featured topics include 
invasive plants, soil tests

 DELAWARE HORTICULTURE
 INDUSTRY EXPO January 12, 13, 19 (online)

See EXPO
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ANNAPOLIS, Md. — The Mary-
land Department of Agriculture will 
host the Maryland’s Best Expo on 
Wednesday, Jan. 19 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Navy-Marine Corps Me-
morial Stadium. 

Returning for its 18th year, after 
being canceled in 2021 due to the 

COVID-10 pandemic, the Maryland’s 
Best Expo provides an opportunity for 
Maryland farmers, seafood producers, 
and processors to connect with buyers 
from grocery retailers, restaurants, 
schools, food distributors, and other 
venues.

“We are thrilled to be back in per-

son and hosting the 2022 Maryland’s 
Best Expo,” said Maryland Agricul-
ture Secretary Joe Bartenfelder. “This 
premiere event plays an important role 
in connecting our Maryland farmers 
and producers to buyers from around 
the state. Over the past two decades, 
MDA’s Marketing Program, Mary-

land’s Best, has promoted our state’s 
agricultural and seafood products, and 
expanded markets for our farmers and 
producers. 

“I am incredibly proud of their 

After taking hiatus, MDA event back for 18th year
 MARYLAND’S BEST EXPO January 19

By JANE PRIMERANO
AFP Correspondent

LAMBERTVILLE, N. J. — The 
Northeast Organic Farming Associa-
tion-New Jersey is holding its second 
virtual conference on Saturday and 
Sunday, Jan. 29 and 30, 2022

 The schedule is on the NOFA-NJ 
website, nofanj.org. 

 A highlight of the first day is an 
overview of the history of organic reg-
ulation from Jim Riddle, the founding 
president of the International Organic 

Inspectors Association. 
 He will discuss how, in the early 

1990s, he saw the need to reduce regu-
latory barriers on organic farmers and 
advocated for an organic certification 
cost share program at the first National 
Organic Standards Board meeting in 
1992. 

He later worked with the late Sen. 
Paul Wellstone to get a national organ-
ic certification cost share established 
in the 2002 Farm Bill. His activism 
continued through the contention of 
the USDA’s First Proposed Organic 

Rule in 1997 and he later shaped or-
ganic guidelines. 

 He is now an organic farmer in 
Minnesota with his wife, Joyce Ford.

 Another Saturday morning speak-
er will be American economist, en-
vironmentalist, writer and industri-
al hemp grower, Winona LaDuke. 

The candidate for vice president on 
the Green Party ticket twice, she is an 
enrolled Ojibwe and holds a Harvard 
degree in rural economic development 
and continues to be a leader in the 
Native American environmental rights 

movement. 
Known for her work on tribal land 

claims and preservation, as well as 
sustainable development, she will 
speak about the drive to reclaim tribal 
land for ownership.

  Associate Professor at the School 
of International Service of American 
University in Washington, DC, Gar-
rett Graddy-Lovelace researches and 
teaches global environmental and ag-

NOFA-NJ opting to go virtual in second straight
 NORTHEAST ORGANIC FARMING ASSOCIATION-N.J. January 29-30 (online)

See BEST
Page 9

See NOFA
Page 11
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By DOROTHY NOBLE
AFP Correspondent

HARRISBURG, Pa. — The Sustain-
able Agriculture Conference for 2022 
will consist of a virtual conference 
on Jan. 4-28 plus an in-person main 
conference and trade show on Feb-
ruary 10–12 at the Lancaster County 
Convention Center in Pennsylvania.

Execut ive  Di rec tor  Han nah 
Smith-Brubaker explains the dual of-
fers, “Our community of farmers, food 
system professionals, and changemak-
ers may not be able to fly, teleport, or 
shapeshift (as far as we know) but you 
are superheroes in our book.” 

The virtual keynote speaker, Leah 
Penniman, author of Farming While 
Black, will address “Sowing the Seeds 
of Racial Justice.” 

More than 30 sessions focus on a 
wide range of topics. Features include 
bringing soil back to life by David 
Montgomery; habitat farming with pe-
rennial cut flowers, Jennie Love; alley 
cropping principles with their appli-
cation, Eric Toensmeier and Meghan 
Giroux; digital food systems — the 
future of local food, Leah Lizarondo 
and Cole Jones; and keys to small farm 
profitability — working with living 
soils on small farms, JM Fortier.

More sessions explore regenerative 
forage production impacts, regenera-
tive organic certification, and the use 
of point-of-sale systems to inform 
market practices in data-driven farm-
ers markets. Studies include cover crop 
grazing, storing plant carbon in the 
soil, evaluating no-till vs. plasticulture 
tomatoes for yield, earliness and soil 
health, examining the intersection of 
water quality and soil health as well as 
a session on foundations for sustain-
able soil health. 

Two expert sessions target common 
weed issues and pest management in 
organic systems. Keeping pigs happy: 
data-driven biosecurity assessment 
and solutions, plus successful financial 
management of labor are among the 
virtual sessions. The website Pasafa-
rming.org/conference lists more, and 

will include later additions. 
For the Jan. 4-28 vir tual con-

ference, access to all sessions and 
recordings can be purchased by Jan. 
28. Adult registration is $150, seniors 
$115, and student/apprentice $75. Or, 

one can register for single or more 
sessions 24 hours before the session 
starts. Those rates per session are $15, 

Now two ways to attend conference
 PASA SUSTAINABLE AG CONFERENCE January 4–28 (online)

February 10–12 (in-person)

Jeff Stoltzfus, at a Penn State session for training growers for the FSMA produce 
safety rule, explains the latest updates for water management.

Photo by Bob Ferguson

See PASA
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Carol Long and Kevin Braun of 
Winterthur will discuss “Managing an 
Historic Garden in the Modern Age” 
to round out the day.

On Jan. 13, Dr. Joe Neal from 
North Carolina State University, will 
discuss Glyphosate Toxicology and 
Alternatives for the Green Industry to 
open the day. While controversies and 
debate regarding glyphosate safety 
continue, green industry professionals 
are having to plan for weed control 
without glyphosate. Neal will outline 
the basis for the controversies, what 
alternatives are available, and how 
best to use the glyphosate-alternatives 

for effective weed management. 
Dr. Susan Barton of the University 

of Delaware will speak about ways to 
capitalize on SB22 and then Neal will 
come back for a presentation on man-
aging invasive plants in urban green 
spaces. Non-native, invasive plants 
are widespread in urban landscapes. 
In this presentation, learn to identify 
the most common invasive plants in 
urban landscapes and how best to 
control them. 

The Jan. 19 presentations will start 
with a presentation on Excel software 
by accountant and Excel instructor, 
Mike Rezac. Rezac will give an over-
view of the software’s tools and capa-
bilities to assist you in tax planning, 
depreciation planning, accelerating 
and delaying purchases, understand-
ing cash received vs revenue earned, 
and reducing accounting fees. 

Karen Gartley from the University 
of Delaware Soils Lab will discuss 
how to get the most out of soil test 
results followed by Joshua Ferguson, 
attorney at Freeman Mathis & Gary, 
LLP who will speak about the latest 
litigation claim trends and how it im-
pacts snow and ice management and 
landscape professionals. He will also 
provide some risk mitigation tools to 
implement into your business. 

The conference’s final presentation 
will come from Tom Canete, CEO 
and owner of Canete Landscape & 
Canete Snow Management, and relate 
to who will share his snow manage-
ment philosophies and practices, and 
his winning strategies for hiring and 
retaining skilled workers and service 
providers, giving him the most effi-
cient and operationally superior snow 
fighting team in his market. 

Expo ...
Continued from Page 4
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By DOROTHY NOBLE
AFP Correspondent

HERSHEY, Pa. — It’s back to an 
in-person event for the Mid-Atlantic 
Fruit and Vegetable Convention at the 
Hershey Lodge.

Jan. 31 marks the pre-convention 
workshops and tour, while the exten-
sive sessions cover Feb. 1-3, 2022.

The Mid-Atlantic Fruit and Veg-
etable Convention has become the 
premier grower meeting in the North-
east, typically combining three days 
of six or more concurrent educational 
sessions with a large trade industry 
trade show plus numerous networking 
opportunities. 

All are designed to enable fruit, 
vegetable and berry growers and 
direct marketers to stay ahead of the 

latest trends and technology in the 
industry.

Executive Secretary of the Pennsyl-
vania Vegetable Growers Association, 
William Troxell, shared his pleasure 
to be back in-person, “We are close 
to normal and now able to provide 
this full program. Even though the 
response and the conference went 
well last year, virtual is not the same 
— particularly with the trade show.”

The pre-convention program again 
features numerous educational and 
training opportunities plus the popular 
farm market tour. 

The basic floriculture greenhouse 
session, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., covers 
marketing, crop scheduling, fertility, 
disease prevention and management, 
insect and mite management, biope-
sticide programs, and plant selection. 

The $65 fee covers lunch and handout 
materials. 

A panel on hemp production, 9 a.m. 
to 3:15 p.m., focuses on the business 
of hemp, breeding status, day-neutral 
and photoperiod sensitive varieties 
and trials. Nutrient, disease, insect and 
mite management for growers, plus 
harvest, curing, storage and packaging 
hemp are also included. The $50 fee 
includes lunch.

The practical side of farm, busi-
ness and estate transition workshop, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., discusses various 
transition and succession topics and 
strategies for audiences ranging from 
pre-retirement to those considering 
or ready to transfer the estate and exit 
the agricultural industry. The $50 fee 
includes lunch and the PA FarmLink 
Transition Workbook. 

The Young Grower All iance 
pre-convention workshop, 2 p.m. to 
5 p.m., spans conducting and ana-
lyzing on-farm research highlighting 
trial design and ways to compare the 
impacts of fertilizers, pesticides and 
management methods. The fee is $20. 

FSMA grower training, 9 a.m. to 
5:15 p.m., studies microorganisms, 
identification of microbial risks and 
how to implement produce safety 
practices. 

Participants will be eligible for the 
Association of Food and Drug Offi-
cials certificate. The $35 fee includes 
lunch and manuals. The certification 
fee and material costs are covered by 
the Pennsylvania Food Safety Re-

 MID-ATLANTIC FRUIT AND VEGETABLE CONVENTION

Hershey Lodge braced for return of annual event
January 31, February 1-3

See HERSHEY
Page 11

Keystone ...
Continued from Page 2

The show management expects 
from 350 to 400 exhibitors this year. 

The exhibitors typically include 
an impressive array of both small and 

large farm equipment; advocacy, busi-
ness consulting, credit, nutrition and 
realty and veterinary services; animal 
feed, fencing, comfort, housing and 
nutrition suppliers; crop fertilizer, har-
vesting, pesticides, seeds and storage 
materials; transportation needs from 
truck bodies and tires; building heat-
ing, cooling and lighting of buildings; 
fuels and biopesticides, measuring 

instruments, software, tools, plus the 
latest technology equipment business-
es, and more will be on hand.

A skid steer rodeo is scheduled for 
Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Due to Penn State’s COVID-19 
travel restrictions, Keystone has not 
scheduled its customary seminars. 

However, many of the exhibitors 
can provide timely data on crops and 

farm operations.
The management said it looks for-

ward to providing contact with farm 
and other agricultural businesses. 

The website, KeystoneFarmShow.
com, includes a link to a map and 
a free ticket accessible at Keystone 
Ticket-email.pdf. 

More information is available at 
800-218-5586. 
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drones in agriculture, small grain dis-
ease update, spotted lanternfly update, 
purposeful cover cropping, saving 
money and keeping yield, pesticide, 
and nutrient management updates.

• Queen Anne County Agronomy 
Meeting: March 4, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.; 
Queen Anne’s County 4-H Park,  101 
Dulin Clark Road, Centreville, Md. 
Pre-registration is required.

• Lower Shore Agronomy Meeting: 
March 30, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Location 
to be announced.

VIRTUAL
• Statewide Agronomy Meeting: 

Feb. 3; 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
• Grain Marketing Update; Jan. 

14;  8:30-11 a.m.
FORAGE MEETINGS

IN-PERSON
• Southern Maryland Forage 

Conference, Jan. 18; 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Location to be announced. Topics 
will be presented covering all aspects 
of hay and pasture production. The 
programs will address key issues 
and concerns facing hay and pasture 
producers. Attendees will be able to 
obtain information on seed, fertiliz-
er, equipment, fencing, etc., needed 
for hay and pasture production and 
management.

VIRTUAL
Maryland-Delaware Forage Con-

ferences: January 25-27; 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m. 

For individual meeting registration 
links and more information visit: 
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/
row-crop-and-forage-production-
meetings

VEGETABLE & FRUIT 
MEETINGS
IN-PERSON

• Central Maryland Vegetable 
Growers Meeting: Jan. 27; 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m.; Friendly Farm Inn, 17434 Fores-
ton Road, Upperco, Md.; Register 
by calling UM Extension Baltimore 
County Office at 410-887-8090 or 
ecrowl@umd.edu.

• Southern Maryland Vegetable & 

Fruit Meeting: Feb. 10, 2022, 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.  Baden Volunteer Fire De-
partment, 16608 Brandywine Road, 
Brandywine, Md. Cost is $15 fee and 
can be payable at the door. Speakers 
will provide IPM updates and present 
on a broad range of production topics.  
Also, at this meeting sponsors will 
showcase their products and services, 
and state vegetable organization 
leaders will be present to recruit and 
answer your questions. Registration is 
required. Participants may be required 
to wear a mask and follow social dis-
tancing guidelines. Seating may be 
limited for on-site participation due 
to University of Maryland COVID 19 
meeting rule compliance.

• Western Maryland Fruit Meeting: 
Feb. 10, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Western 
Maryland Research and Education 
Center, 18330 Keedysville Road, 
Keedysville, Md. Cost: $30; after 
Feb. 3, $40. Registration is required. 
Participants may be required to wear 
a mask and follow social distancing.

• Eastern Shore Vegetable Growers 
Meeting: Feb. 16; 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Location to be announced.

• Crop Sustainability & IPM Work-
shop: March 8; 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.; Uni-
versity of Maryland Extension-Anne 
Arundel County, 97 Dairy Lane, 
Gambrills Md. and Virtual broadcast. 
The workshop will explore advanced 
crop production practices focusing 
on sustainability, food security and 
integrated pest management tactics. 
The workshops will also be available 
virtually via Zoom. To participate 
in a live Zoom session a high speed 
cable or satellite Internet connection 
is required. Registration by Friday, 
March 4 is required to receive login in-
structions. In-person participants will 
be required to wear a mask and follow 
social distancing guidelines. Seating 
may be limited for on-site participa-
tion due to University of Maryland 
COVID 19 meeting rule compliance.

VIRTUAL
• Statewide Vegetable Meeting: 

Feb. 8; 3:30-8:30 p.m. 
• Statewide Fruit Meeting: March 

1, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
• Remote Produce Safety Rule 

Grower Training; Jan. 26-27; 12:30 
p.m. to 4:45 p.m. Cost is $25. Con-

tact: Megan Todd, 316-993-5293 or by 
e-mail motodd@law.umaryland.edu to 
register. Registration Includes course 
materials (Produce Safety Rule Grow-
er Training Manual v1.2) and course 
certificate from the Produce Safety 
Alliance upon successful completion 
of course materials. For individual 
meeting registration links and more 
information visit: https://extension.
umd.edu/resource/fruit-and-vegeta-
ble-grower-meetings

URBAN AG MEETINGS
IN-PERSON

• Urban Farmer Winter Meeting: 
Jan. 22; 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.; Real Food 
Farm, 2701 St. Lo Drive, Baltimore, 
MD; Cost: $7; Meet at Real Food Farm 
in Baltimore to practice pruning fig 
trees and to meet and socialize with 

other urban farmers (hot cocoa and 
coffee provided).

VIRTUAL
Urban Farmer Winter Meeting: Jan. 

24, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Cost: $7; 
Topics include: Results of a survey of 
urban farmers across the Northeast 
United States; Urban agriculture in 
Lagos, Nigeria; Food safety legal is-
sues for urban growers; Variety trial 
of basil resistance to downy mildew; 
E coli testing harvested rainwater; 
Tomato and trellised cucumber variety 
trials; Farm stress resources; Green-
house design; Aquaponics; How to sell 
“Farm to School.”

For individual meeting registra-
tion links and more information visit 
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/
urban-agriculture-grower-meetings.

Look for the annual ‘Irrigation’
 supplement in the Jan. 18 issue!

UME ...
Continued from Page 3

By JANE W. GRAHAM
AFP Correspondent

The Virginia Forage and Grassland 
Council is partnering with three other 
agencies on a series of conferences 
that are aimed at helping grass and 
beef producers defend their way of 
farming. 

This will be done in a series of 
traditional winter conferences across 
the state on consecutive days in Jan-

uary 2022.
The VFGC 2022 Forage Confer-

ence theme is “The Green Side of 
Beef, In Defense of Grassland Agri-
culture.”

It is designed to help farmers an-
swer the question “is beef bad for the 
planet?”  

“This conference is your opportu-
nity to learn the science of how proper 
grazing management enhances water 
quality, benefits wildlife and biodi-

versity, and sequesters carbon,” orga-
nizers said. “You’ll also be challenged 
with cutting-edge research results 
and with honest discussions about the 
management practices that ensure beef 
is good for us and the environment.” 

Two guest speakers are featured on 
the program to help provide answers. 
Nicolette Han Niman is a former veg-
etarian-turned-rancher and author. 
Niman was once an environmental 
attorney who fought against the live-

stock industry. 
She now writes and travels widely 

making the case that beef can be sus-
tainable. 

Her new book, Defending Beef, has 
just been released.

Alan Franzluebbers is a USDA 
professor of soil ecology with North 
Carolina State University.

Meetings coming to defense of grassland agriculture
 VFGC ANNUAL FORAGE CONFERENCES January 18-21

See FORAGE
Page 10
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work and grateful for their efforts.”
The 2020 Maryland’s Best Expo 

attracted more than 300 attendees. 
Participants included farmers, 

producers, watermen, aquaculturists, 
processors, grocery store retailers, 
restaurants, schools, institutions, 
distributors, economic development 
officials, University of Maryland 
Extension agents, and regional agri-
cultural marketing officials. 

The Maryland Chapter of the 
Farmer Veteran Coalition will also be 
meeting during the expo.

This year’s event will be held in 

the “N Room” at the Navy-Marine 
Corps Memorial Stadium, 550 Taylor 
Avenue, Annapolis. Registration is 
required. 

The deadline to sign up is Jan. 5,. 
There is a $25 fee for a table display 
space. 

There is no fee for buyers, but they 
must register. For more information 
on the expo or to register, visit mary-
landsbest.maryland.gov. 

You should attend this event if 
you are:

• A Maryland grower, watermen, 
seafood company, or processor inter-
ested in finding new markets for your 
products;

• A buyer from a grocery store, 
restaurant, hospital, school, or other 
venue looking to purchase Maryland 
grown or produced products; or

• A service provider in agriculture 
or local food (such as a UME county 
extension agent, food writer, etc.).

The types of local products that 
buyers will typically find are:

• Fruits and vegetables
• Meats (such as poultry, beef, and 

bison)
• Dairy products (cow, sheep, and 

goats milk/cheese; icecream; yogurt; 
and butter)

• Seafood (such as crabmeat, oys-
ters, and rockfish)

• Craft Beverages (beer, wine, 
spirits, juices, kombucha, coffee, etc.)

• Specialty products (including 
hemp products, sauces, baked goods, 
chocolate, soups, flour, etc.)

For questions or help registering, 
contact Karen Fedor at 410-841-5773 
or karen.fedor@maryland.gov.

and its attendees and exhibitors are 
required to abide by any state or 
local health ordinances related to 
COVID-19. Baltimore City has a 
mandatory indoor mask mandate in 
place for all, regardless of vaccination 
status. 

This policy has been communi-
cated to all registered attendees and 
exhibitors and will be enforced at the 
show. 

Show organizers will continue 
to keep all exhibitors and attendees 
informed of current ordinances as the 
show approaches. 

More information, including details 
on the Baltimore Convention Center’s 
cleaning and disinfecting protocols, 
can be found at www.MANTS.com.

Registration is open at the same 
website. The fee of $30 per person 
includes admission for all three show 
days. 

Registration for this year’s show 
is already ahead of both the 2018 and 
2019 in-person shows, when MANTS 
averaged 11,000 annual registered 
attendees. More than 86 percent of 
those already registered are final de-
cision-makers or influence purchasing 
decisions, and more than 78 percent 
fall into the owner/CEO, VP/general 
manager/manager and buyer demo-
graphic, which means like in years 
past, the serious buyers and shoppers 
are coming to the show. 

Of those registered, 93 percent are 
coming to buy, shop, see new products 
and look for new or additional inven-
tory sources.

These registration figures indicate 
that people are ready to get back to 
business, Finney said, adding that 
MANTS offers the ideal venue to 

kick off the new year with in-person 
opportunities to meet and reconnect 
with colleagues for meaningful busi-
ness opportunities, check out the latest 
industry products, and stock up on 
inventory for the year ahead.

Housing demand for MANTS is 
strong, with more than 5,200 room 
nights booked for the show as of Dec. 
10. Attendees are encouraged to book 
their hotel rooms through the housing 
bureau in partnership with Visit Bal-
timore. Discounted rates are available 
at nine downtown hotels, all within 
walking distance of the Baltimore 
Convention Center, through Dec. 29, 
2021.

MANTS is known as the Master-
piece of Trade Shows and is sponsored 
by the State Nursery and Landscape 
Associations of Maryland, Virginia 
and West Virginia. MANTS is the 
place where horticulture industry 
leaders gather every January because 
MANTS means business.

MANTS ...
Continued from Front Page

Agriculture and Natural Resources, 
observed, “We can expect our nation 
and Delmarva to continue to be ex-
posed to new variants of COVID-19 
for the foreseeable future. The safety 
of the residents of the region and of 
university and state staff continue to 
be a primary focus as we plan and 
schedule agricultural-related pro-
gramming. 

“The staff of UD Cooperative 
Extension has done an excellent job 
developing protocols over the past 
year that allowed highly successful 
and timely virtual, and increasingly 
hybrid, programming. 

“We have learned some important 
lessons, which we will continue to 
apply in the future once this ongoing 
crisis is behind us.”

Rogers noted that registration, 
which opened on Dec. 15, has greatly 
improved with one single registration 
process available at https://sites.udel.
edu/delawareagweek. 

The only exception is the Delmarva 
Hay/Pasture session, but registration is 
possible by following the link provid-
ed. The hay/pasture sessions are set 

for 9 a.m. to noon on Jan. 25 and 27.
One of the first sessions is a hybrid 

Woodland Management Workshop, 
presented at the Paradee Center (Kent 
Extension Office) in Dover. Scheduled 
Jan. 10 from 1 to 4 p.m., it will include 
information on invasive plant remov-
al, stewardship planning, wildlife, 
harvesting and the “Tree for Every 
Delawarean Initiative.”

The Fruit and Vegetable Growers 
Association of Delaware will hold 
three hybrid sessions the first week, all 
from 9 a.m. to noon: a fruit workshop 
on Jan. 10, a general/fresh market ses-
sion Jan. 11 and a general/processing 
vegetables session Jan. 12. 

Group viewing will be set up at 
the Paradee Center and at the Carvel 
Research and Education Center in 
Georgetown.

Two hybrid agronomy sessions are 
scheduled: corn on Jan. 11 from 1 to 4 
p.m. and soybeans and small grains on 
Jan. 13 from 9 a.m. until noon. 

Group viewing will be at the Pa-
radee Center.

A small f lock backyard poultry 
session will be virtual only, on Jan. 21.

Two large flock virtual programs 
are planned: Jan. 12 from 1 to 3 p.m. 
and Jan. 18 from 6 to 8 p.m. These are 
separate programs. 

The second session is not a repeat 
of the first.

A hybrid beef session is scheduled 
Jan. 11 from 6 to 8 p.m., with a watch 
party at the Paradee Center (Kent 
Extension Office).

Three separate nutrient manage-
ment sessions, all pre-recorded, will 
be presented virtually only on three 
Wednesdays in a row, starting Jan. 10: 
general nutrient management, equine 
and pasture, then sod production/
turfgrass systems.

Risk management will be ad-
dressed in a virtual session on Jan. 14 
from 10 a.m. to noon.

Swine producers can log into a hy-
brid session Jan. 12 from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
or watch from the Paradee Center.

Likewise, a hybrid sheep and goal 
program will be presented from 6 to 
8:30 p.m. on Jan. 13, also at the Pa-
radee Center.

The Delaware Urban Farm and 
Food Coalition will host a virtual 
Urban Ag Session from 5 to 8 p.m. 
on Jan. 13. 

This event will highlight urban 
agriculture as it connects to the health 
and wellness of our communities.

Even after you register, check back 
with the website, https://sites.udel.
edu/delawareagweek, for updates on 
sessions of interest. 

If you have special needs requiring 
accommodations, call 302-856-2585, 
Ext. 540, two weeks before the event.

Ag Month ...
Continued from Front Page

Best ...
Continued from Page 4
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SALISBURY, Md. — Soil health 
experts from across the country will 
present at the 2022 Delmarva Soil 
Summit on Feb. 7 and 8, 2022, at the 
Wicomico Youth and Civic Center. 

Whether you farm 2 or 2,000 acres, 
live on Delmarva or beyond, this con-
ference will deliver information for all 
production systems and scales, provid-
ing the “Groundwork for the Future.”

“We are excited to offer in-person 
and virtual attendance options which 
allow us to keep guests safe but also 
provide recorded keynote and break-
out session content following the 
event,” says Jen Nelson, conference 
chair. 

Day One includes plenary speaker 

Ray Archuleta, farmer and founder 
Understanding Ag, LLC, and Soil 
Health Academy, LLC, morning and 

afternoon breakout sessions, and a net-
working event with research posters. 

Day Two opens with plenary speak-
er Heather Darby, farmer, University 
of Vermont Extension professor, and 
agronomy specialist. Morning and 
afternoon breakout sessions and a 
farmer panel discussion round out the 
rest of day two.

Breakout sessions and farmer panel 
discussions will deliver information 
relevant to small- and large-scale 
growers. 

“The 2022 Delmarva Soil Summit 
will open your eyes and expand your 
knowledge about the abundant life 
found in the soil right under your feet,” 
said Steve Darcey, Prince George’s 

Soil Conservation District Manager 
and Soil Health Champion.

The virtual ($80) and in-person 
($100) tickets cover both conference 
days. The in-person option includes 
meals, research updates, poster ses-
sion and conference reception. 

All participants will receive net-
working opportunities during the 
event, as well as access to all record-
ings of keynote and breakout sessions 
for one full year. 

Scholarships are available to help 
defray the cost of attendance for those 
in need. 

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, visit www.Delmarva-
SoilSummit.com.

 DELMARVA SOIL SUMMIT February 7-8

Two-day event features panelists, breakout sessions

$10, $5.
The virtual conference sessions 

and times are listed at Pasafarming.
org/conference. 

The main conference at the Lan-
caster County Convention Center 
during Feb. 10-12 highlights not only 
a diverse assortment of educational 
sessions but also numerous activities 
to inspire and advance sustainable 
agriculture.

Networking supports camaraderie 
among peers. The community clas-
sifieds, seed and book swap, and the 
mercantile and book nook suggest a 
variety of job, equipment and supply 
opportunities. 

The Pasa Theater provides tips and 
resources from sponsors and support-
ers. Local and seasonal ingredients 
showcase the regional meals. Lunches 
are available at $30; dinner $45. 

The Pennsylvania Farmers Union 
will hold a celebratory dinner on the 
evening of February 9.

The Pasability Awards honors 
farmers and businesses who exemplify 
the sustainability spirit in agriculture 
and food systems. 

An early listing of the expansive 
trade show includes a diverse assort-
ment of agricultural and environmen-
tal organizations, seed companies, 
periodicals, production and harvesting 
supplies, marketing specialists and 
more.

The winter conference annually 
now features “Farm Innovations,” 
which shares tools and techniques to 
help increase efficiency, reduce waste, 
steward the land, or just makes it eas-
ier to run a farm. Recent suggestions 

for a living fence of trees in pastures, 
a simplified daily plan for workers, 
and a method for no-smell pigpens 
illustrate the ideas demonstrated.

The main conference speaker, 
Sarah Mock, will deliver ”Why is 
Farming So Hard & What Can We 
Do About It?” She authored Farm (and 
other F Words): the Rise and Fall of the 
Small Family Farm.

The featured sessions of the main 
conference include: Winter vegetable 
production outdoors, growing sweet 
potatoes and Asian greens by Pam 
Dawling; Intro to permaculture, Ben 
Friton; Building community food 
webs, Ken Meter; Don’t be a knuck-
lehead — Starting your farm slowly 
by Ellen Polishuk; Quality for flower 
farmers, Laura Beth Resnick; Seeds, 

seed keeping and you in the time of 
Corona, Ira Wallace, and Optimizing 
the pasture resource — farm hacks for 
rotational grazier, Russ Wilson. 

Many more sessions are offered by 
noted presenters. A sampling includes 
agroforestry; reducing parasites in 
pastured pig production; tools and 
equipment for farmer health and safe-
ty; silvopasture reseasons, realities, 
results; selling and purchasing at pro-
duce auctions; attracting and retaining 
a 400-member CSA; using tarps to 
reduce tillage; ask the organic expert 
— livestock production; harvesting 
techniques for small to mid-scale veg-
etable farms; help end hunger locally 
— farms to food pantries; native polli-
nators — identification, habitat needs 
and resources; and how to keep your 
business and life running smoothly in 
an emergency.

Early registration for the main 
conference by Jan. 3 for adults for 
Thursday, Friday is $100/day, and 
Saturday $60. The standard rate by 
January 28 is $130/day, and Saturday 
is $90. The senior early rates are $65/
day Thursday and Friday, $45 Satur-
day. The senior standard rate for the 
two days is $85/day, $65 Saturday. The 
student/apprentice early rates is $55/
day for Thursday, and $35 Saturday, 
while the standard rate for student/
apprentice rate for the two days is $65/
day and $45 Saturday. 

Pasa notes that due to COVID-19 
safety protocols, walk-ins cannot be 
permitted.

Anyone can request a reduced rate 
to attend either the pre- or main con-
ference. A request can be submitted 
at Pasafarming.org/conference by 
January 26. Pasa’s workshare program 
can be used to offset a reduced rate.

Contact Pasafarming.org/confer-
ence for any updates

PASA ...
Continued from Page 5

Penn State educator discusses methods for maximizing tomato yields at a Pasa 
Sustainable Agriculture workshop.

Photo by Bob Ferguson

Forage ...
Continued from Page 7

Franzluebbers will be sharing new 
research with implications for man-

aging nitrogen on stockpiled fescue. 
He will also challenge producers to 

develop pasture management practices 
that improve the water quality and soil 
health on their farms.

 Virginia Cooperative Extension, 
the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service and the Virginia Cattle In-

dustry Board are key players in the 
conferences.  

The first is at the Wytheville Meet-
ing Center in Wytheville Jan. 18. 

They will continue Jan. 19 at the 
Olde Dominion Ag Complex in Cha-
tham; Jan 20 at the Carver Center in 
Rapidan; and Jan. 21, at the Blue Ridge 

Community College’s Plecker Center 
in Weyers Cave.

The pre-registration cost to attend 
is $35 per person if received by Jan. 4 
and $50 after that.

Registration can be done online at 
vaforages.org, which also has informa-
tion about live stream options.
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ricultural policy and agrarian politics. 
A critical geographer, she draws 

upon political ecology and decolonial 
studies to research agricultural biodi-
versity conservation, agrarian coop-
eratives, land use decisions. She will 
speak on domestic and global impacts 
of U.S. farm policies.

 NOFA-NJ Board of Directors 
president Mike Rassweiler will lead a 
roundtable discussion with farmers on 
reimagining organic farming in New 
Jersey. 

 From 5 to 6 p.m. a documentary 
by filmmaker Nancy Ghertner will 
be shown. “Voices from the Barrens” 
documents the involvement of indig-
enous/native peoples in the blueberry 
harvest of Maine.

Sunday program
 Sunday morning will be devoted 

to a half-day workshop presented by 
Meghan Geroux and Eric Toensmeier 
of Interlace Commons.

 The hands-on workshop will 
address adoption of agroforestry 
and land-use practices to ameliorate 
climate change and land degradation 
enabling farmers to move toward re-
silient, biodiverse landscapes. 

Geroux and Toensmeier work with 
farmers to design and implement agro-

forestry practices. 
 A second Sunday speaker is 

Charles West of West Farm in Branch-
burg. 

He devotes the farm he has owned 
for 35 years to wildlife habitat im-
provement, a small hybrid chestnut 
grove and a pawpaw orchard. He will 
speak on North American pawpaws 
and American persimmons.

 Dr. Thomas J. Molnar, associ-
ate professor of plant biology at the 
School of Environmental and Biolog-
ical Sciences at Rutgers University, 
will discuss the genetic improvement 
and study of hazelnuts. Molnar has 
an experimental hazelnut crop at the 
college.

 Mark Canright, one of the few 

second generation organic farmers in 
the state, is a frequent presenter at NO-
FA-NJ. He will speak on orcharding. 

 Another frequent Winter Confer-
ence participant, Nate Kleinman, will 
present on Prunus Maritima, the beach 
plum. 

 Lee Reich of New Paltz, NY, op-
erates a farmden, which he calls more 
than a garden and less than a farm. 

A writer of a weekly blog, he also 
conducts workshops, gives lectures 
and serves as a consultant. He will 
speak on bramble fruit and pruning 
fruit trees.

 NOFA-NJ will post periodic up-
dates to the program on its website. 
The website also includes a complete 
list of sponsors

source Center.
Pesticide applicators license train-

ing, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., covers the basics 
for the pesticide applicator’s exam 
which will take place the following 
morning at the Hershey Lodge from 
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. The $65 fee 
includes lunch and manual.

Bringing the farm to school train-
ing program, 12 p.m. to 4 p.m., part-
ners the Maryland Department of 
Agriculture with the University of 
Maryland and the Maryland Depart-
ment  of Education to give agricultural 
producers training and tools to market 
their products to schools. No fee nor 
lunch. The farm market tour features 
three farm markets plus a brewpub 
and an equipment manufacturer.

Butcher’s Farm Market, Newport, 
Pa., started with pumpkins but has ex-
panded into a range of vegetable, tree 
fruit and berry crops, plus a kitchen 
and bakery. They also offer school 
tours and fundraising.

Whispering Pines Fruit Farm and 
Country Market, Mt. Pleasant Mills, 
Pa., carries produce, groceries, bulk 
foods, spices and general merchandise 
besides growing their tree fruit and 
berries, and operating their deli and 
bakery.

Davy’s Fresh Market, Lewisburg, 
Pa., sells their and their families’ own 
produce, plus greenhouse, bakery 
and deli items. This new market was 
established in 2019.

Rusty Rail Brewing Company, Mif-
flinburg, Pa., is located in a now-re-
stored massive building formerly 
used to produce Model T bodies. This 
craft brewery was started in 2013. 
The beers are now widely available in 
Pennsylvania and seven other states. 
Tour participants will lunch here. 

Pik Rite, Inc., Lewisburg, manufac-
tures tomato, cucumber, melon, pep-
per and carrot harvesters plus manure 
spreaders and municipal equipment. 
This 70-employee company also cus-
tom fabricates. Tour attendees of this 
67,000 square feet facility are request-
ed to wear closed boots or shoes and 
bring their own safety goggles if pos-
sible. If not, goggles will be provided. 

The bus for this Jan. 31 tour departs 
from Hershey Lodge at 8 a.m. and 

returns 
by 5:30 p.m. Lunch is included in 

the $70 fee.
The highlight of the Feb. 1-3 con-

vention is the keynote speaker. Dr. Da-
vid Kohl, on Tuesday. This renowned 
agricultural economist and farm man-
agement expert from Virginia Tech 
University has conducted over 7,000 
seminars and webinars for esteemed 
agricultural and producer groups. 
With his M.S. and Ph.D from Cornell, 
he has published five books and over 
2,500 articles on finance and business 
topics. He has amassed an impressive 
array of awards.

The educational program packs 
over 200 sessions. Some vegetable 
and fruit categories and topics such as 
marketing are grouped. For instance, 
each day has numerous sessions of tree 
fruits; organic vegetable production 
appear on Wednesday, agritourism on 
Wednesday, and potatoes on Thurs-
day. Most of these groupings have five 
sessions for each half-day.

Specialized categories appear in 
blocks throughout. Experts from Penn 

State other universities and industry 
make the presentations live but may 
appear virtually. 

A sampling of the diverse topics 
with the presenters follow:

Downy mildew management on 
cucumber and cantaloupe — Dr. 
Margaret McGrath, Cornell; Making 
effective comments to EPA/USDA 
that have impact — Dr. Clayton My-
ers, USDA; Cover Crops, a big part 
of successsful vegetable crops — Art 
King,. Harvest Valley Farms; Green-
house management of temperature and 
light in the production of leafy greens 
and vegetable transplants — Dr. Rob-
ert Lopez, Michigan State; grower 
evaluation of new apple rootstocks 
— Matt Harsh, Md., Blake Slaybaugh, 
Pa., Jason Mattson, Va., Gary Mount, 
N.J.; High heat and vegetable produc-
tion — Dr. Gordon Johnson, Univ. of 
Delaware; Best of Penn State Flower 
Trials — Sinclair Adam, Penn State; 
New strawberry varieties from North 
Carolina State Univ. and other breed-
ing programs — Dr. Gina Fernandez, 
N.C. State; Agritourism, what to do 

when the novelty wears off — Hugh 
McPherson, Maize Fun Park; Growing 
Brussels sprouts for fall and winter 
harvest — Jan van der Heide, Bejo 
Seeds; Managing diseases in potato 
storage — Todd Forbush, Techmark, 
Inc.

More than 20 category and more 
than 10 core pesticide applicator 
credits are expected to qualify for 
update training in the convention ses-
sions, plus five category credits in the 
pre-convention program. 

The Mid-Atlantic Cider Contest 
during the convention determines the 
best cider in the region.

Due to the expansive role this 
convention has gained in the region, 
the trade show reflects an array of 
equipment from planting to distribut-
ing, packaging for all produce types 
and sizes, pesticides and fertilizers, 
goods to augment marketers’ wares, 
various consultants and organiza-
tions that provide timely information, 
seed companies with traditional and 
the latest offerings, and much more. 
The exhibitors number over 160. The 
exhibits are open from 8 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. the first two days, and 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. the last day. 

The awards banquet with a buffet 
dinner is held the first day. The second 
day the apple growers have a reception 
and PVGA hosts the ice cream social 
for attendees.

The convention is sponsored by 
PVGA and the horticultural societies 
of Pennsylvania, Maryland, New Jer-
sey and Virginia. 

Registration allows attendance at 
all the educational sessions and the 
exhibits. Membership in one of the 
five sponsoring organizations entitles 
all the persons from a farm to register 
at the discounted rate.

For members, one fee covers all 
three days. Advance registration for 
the first person is $75; additional 
persons from a farm or family is $60 
per person. Late and walk-ins is $90 
per person. 

For non-members, one day is $125 
person, two or three days is $165 per 
person. 

Register at the website, mafvc.org. 
It contains a link for registration and 
lodging at the Hershey Lodge. The 
link for the educational program, with 
any updates, is posted along with links 
to other information such as the cider 
contest. Registration includes a copy 
of the proceedings.

NOFA ...
Continued from Page 4

Dr. Margaret McGrath, of Cornell University, specializes in disease management of 
curcubits and other vegetables.

Photo by Bob Ferguson

Hershey ...
Continued from Page 6
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www.reinke .com

Gaining strength does not mean adding weight. High strength steel combined with superior 
engineering has created Reinke irrigation systems that are without a doubt durable, yet lighter 

than the competition. Reinke systems look different, but you’ll understand the difference once 
the performance starts doing the talking.

Contact Walls Irrigation to learn more about the high strength of a Reinke irrigation system.
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<Dealer Name Goes Here> www.yourcompany.com

Location 1 Name
(000) 000-0000

Location 2 Name
(000) 000-0000

(or) 123 Street
Somewhere, US 00000
(000) 000-0000

123 Street
Somewhere, US 00000
(000) 000-0000

833 S. DuPont Blvd. • Milford, DE 19963
(302)422-2262

Follow Us!
M U ST  O R D E R  BY  D E C E M B E R  3 0 ,  2 0 2 1

CAL L  F O R  D E TA I LS

REINKE PARTS 
TRUCKLOAD SALE

GEAR BOXES  •  CENTER  DR IVE  MOTORS
BOOSTER  PUMPS  •  ELECTR ICAL  I TEMS

SPR INKLER  PACKAGES  •  END  GUNS 
AND  MUCH  MORE !

For up to 24 months!*

$0 down
NO payments

*With approved credit. Interest rate is dependent on credit score.


