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By SEAN CLOUGHERTY
Managing Editor

WHITE HALL, Md. — Sit ting 
comfortably in his farm shop, John 
McGinnis, 82, points to the two trac-
tors — a 1960 Farmall 560 and a 1970 
IH Farmall 826 Gold Demonstrator — 
resting end-to-end along the opposite 
wall.

“Those tractors are the reason I’m 
where I am today,” he said. 

McGinnis grew up on his family’s 
farm and started sharecropping with 
his father, John T. McGinnis, in 1959. 

Then a Farmall F20 and a two-horse 
planter was their main equipment, but 
John the son said changes needed to 
be made. 

“After one year of that, I said, 
‘That’s it.’” The next year, he bought 
the Farmall 560 and a John Deere 
4-row planter, helping him cover more 
ground quicker. 

“That was the first diesel around 
this part of the country,” McGinnis 
said of the 560. “Five hundred hours a 

The modeled head of Paclamar Astronaut, a legendary Holstein dairy cow purchased by a group of farmers from Montgomery 
County, Md., that eventually earned millions of dollars on the breeding market. An exhibit on the cow is part of the MOOseum 
at King Dairy Barn in Boyds, Md., which recently reopened after the pandemic interrupted service. The museum is dedicated to 
the county’s dairy history.

Photo by Jonathan Cribbs
See MOOSEUM
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First Farmalls still going 
strong for McGinnis

By JONATHAN CRIBBS
Associate Editor

BOYDS, Md.  —  To Garner “Bill” 
Duvall, the MOOseum at King Dairy 
Barn is a repository of stories. Take for 
instance the story  —  represented in 
the barn by a giant model bull  —  of 
Paclamar Astronaut.

In 1964, dairymen from across the 
country gathered in Washington, D.C., 
for a Holstein Friesian convention. A 
group of Montgomery County farmers 
decided to organize a breeders sale 
nearby in Gaithersburg, Md., and had 
pooled about $15,000 to make a pur-
chase themselves. 

It turned out to be a 6-month-old 
calf named Paclamar Astronaut from 
Greeley, Colo. 

“One guy looked at this calf and 
he said, ‘This is the ugliest (darn) calf 
I’ve ever seen in my life; I’m out of this 
thing,’” Duvall said. 

With his departure, the farmers’ 
money pool shrank, but they managed 
to snag the calf for just $10,000  —  an 
amount that could have purchased an 
entire house at the time. A year later, 
the group began selling the bull’s se-
men through an Illinois breeding firm.

“Those fellas had no idea what 

MOOseum makes sure local dairy history is told

Getting the 1960 Farmall 560 helped John McGinnis grow his operation. The tractor 
is still used on the farm.

Photo by Sean Clougherty
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By CAROL KINSLEY
AFP Correspondent

LAUREL, Del. — Jerry Warrington 
and his family are obvious fans of John 
Deere tractors. So much so, that, ac-
cording to family lore, his great-grand-
son’s first word was “tractor.” 

That’s according to the family, even 
though the little one doesn’t pronounce 
it clearly enough that anyone else 
would understand.

Warrington has restored 20 pieces 
of John Deere equipment, not includ-
ing two John Deere bicycles. He has a 
wall full of trophies from parades and 
shows in which he has participated. 
In his shop is a whole room dedicated 
to John Deere toy tractors, plates and 
other memorabilia.

Asked if he had sold any of the 
tractors he has restored, Warrington 
said, “My wife would sell me first!” 

Carol Warrington, Jerry’s wife, 
likes them as much as her husband 
does. 

She was the first president of the 
First State Antique Tractor Club when 
it was organized and remained in of-
fice for three or four years. “I’ve held 
every office but treasurer,” she said, 
“and I refuse to do that.”

Warringtons’ passion for John Deere a family affair

Jerry Warrington has an entire room in his shop dedicated to John Deere toys, signs and memorabilia.

Photo by Carol Kinsley

There’s no denying the demand 
we’re seeing for land and rural prop-
erties this year. 

Residents want to move out to the 
country to pursue their passions and 
grow their businesses and families 
with open space. Land purchases 
are going fast, but it’s a process that 
should not be rushed. 

With more than 100 years of 
experience working with realtors and 
buyers in the mid-Atlantic region on 
land purchases, we’ve heard it all. 

Our team has compiled a list of 
the top four questions you should ask 
before buying land:

• How many acres is the prop-
erty? Determining the total acreage 
from the initial inquiry will help you 
as a buyer and your lender under-
stand what you’ll have to manage, 
the potential real estate taxes, and 
depending on the land, how it can be 
classified (ag land, part-time farm, 
residential, etc.). 

If you have plans to build or farm 
on the land, a more in-depth con-
versation should happen between an 
agricultural lender like Farm Credit 
and the buyer to make sure the land 
is manageable and suitable for your 
goals. 

• Has the property been through 
a perc test? A percolation (perc) test 
determines the rate in which water 
will absorb into the ground. 

This test is required when a home 
is being built on a property that does 
not have city sewage/water. This is 
important to ask before purchasing 
the land because if the perc test fails, 
you could be unable to build on 
the land, if that’s the intent of your 
purchase. 

If it is, your lender will want to 
make sure you’re able to build, either 
now or in the future. 

• Will it require a sand mound? 
Mound septic systems, referred to 
as sand mounds, are sometimes 
required on land with shallow soil 
depth, poor soil structure, high 
groundwater or water table, or 
shallow bedrock that is close to the 
surface. 

If your property does require a 
sand mound, be sure to look into the 

See LEVAN
Page 15

There are questions to 
ask before buying land

CREDIT 
CORNER

By RHIANNON LEVAN
Mortgage Loan Originator 

MidAtlantic Farm Credit

See PASSION
Page 14
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James D. “Dink” Scott, who takes care of Allen Chorman’s tractor collection, said 
there were only 645 of the Case 400 Super Diesel made. This was the first tractor 
Chorman drove.

Photo by Carol Kinsley

By CAROL KINSLEY
AFP Correspondent

FEDERALSBURG, Md. — Wheat-
ley Neal remembers plowing with his 
father’s 1941 Farmall H for the first 
time when he was 10 or 12. 

“Dad showed me how to operate it. 
About then, my aunt and uncle from 
New Jersey came down to visit at the 
farm, and Dad wanted to visit with 
them, so he asked me to go ahead and 
plow, and I did.”

Neal, now 84, still has that tractor, 
along with the first tractor he ever 
owned, a 1952 Farmall M. Both have 
been restored to glistening, running 
condition.

“These are the tractors I started 
farming with,” he said. He said he 
was privileged to use his father’s 
equipment when he started farming on 
rented ground while in the 11th grade. 
“I never traded them. I kept them and 
restored them.”

Most of the work he did himself, a 
task made easier with his background 
in equipment repair and welding. 

Neal went to work right out of 
high school at a repair shop owned by 
Francis Trice. 

His father had bought a welder 
when Neal was 14 and taught him 
welding. After 10 years with Trice, 

Neal opened his own equipment 
repair business. 

But really, he said, “All I ever want 
to do was be a farmer.” His farming 
operation, with the help of his family, 
has grown to 4,500 acres.

At about age 65, Neal began restor-
ing tractors, checking four off his list. 

“I had turned the farm over to my 
sons-in-law more at that age. I have 
three more to restore, maybe, if I live 
long enough. I work on them occasion-
ally — very occasionally,” Neal said.

He has sold only one, a Ford, which 
he sold twice. 

Farmall H 
holds special 
generational 

bond for Neal

See NEAL
Page 13

By CAROL KINSLEY
AFP Correspondent

MILTON, Del. — Allen Chorman 
has been around tractors and airplanes 
all his life. 

In addition to some two dozen air-
planes used in his aerial application 
business, Allen Chorman & Son Inc., 
he also has an “immaculate” collec-
tion of 10 restored tractors.

“I was driving a tractor before I 

went to school. I almost grew up on a 
tractor,” Chorman said. 

By age 10 he was working for crop 
duster Joe Hudson of Lewes, Del., 18 
to 20 hours a day, washing planes at 
the airport where his father helped 
with airplanes at night and helping till 
5,200 acres at Hudson’s farm.

“I grew up on my uncle’s farm, and 

Chorman’s tractors a lifetime commitment

See CHORMAN
Page 8

Case in point
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they’d done,” Duvall said. 
Milk production records from 

calves bred from Paclamar were stel-
lar, and demand for the bull’s services 
skyrocketed. By the time Paclamar’s 
breeding contract expired, each farmer 
in the group made nearly $1.4 million. 

Over the course of his life, the bull 
made the front page of the Wall Street 
Journal  —  twice.

“It was like hitting the lottery in 
those days,” Duvall said. “That bull 
made Montgomery County famous.” 

Paclamar Astronaut died at the 
age of 14 in the late 1970s, but his 
bloodline continues to this day. It’s 
the kind of story that Duvall and Peg 
Donnellon, president of the museum 
board, enjoy telling to about 3,000 
yearly visitors and students seeking a 
deeper understanding of the county’s 
dairying legacy. 

Donnellon will “ask the kids, 
‘Where do you think milk comes 
from?’ and usually it’s Safeway and 
Giant,” said Duvall, the museum’s fa-
cilities manager and one of its hobbyist 
historians. 

The two of them take students 
through a series of exercises and lec-
tures to combat those misconceptions. 
They shake a jar of cream to see how it 
turns to butter. They learn how to milk 
a cow using a model with fake teats. 
They discover how much milk a cow 
produces in a day and the amount of 
water it has to drink. (About 35 gal-
lons or a bathtub of water daily.) They 
review life in the day of a dairy cow.

“When they leave here they have 
the education about a cow on a farm 
and where they get their milk from,” 
Duvall said. 

The museum reopened earlier this 
month after the pandemic interrupted 
its service and school group visits 
ended. It’s open every Saturday, May 
through October, from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m., and on the fourth Sunday of 

each month from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Ad-
mission is free during regular visiting 
hours while school groups are charged 
a fee. 

The MOOseum was founded in 
2010 following a history that begins 
when James King  —  Duvall’s grand-
father  —  purchased a 350-acre farm 
between Germantown and Boyds from 
the Lyddane family in 1913. Despite a 
fire that destroyed much of the farm 
in 1926, it largely flourished before it 
was purchased by the Maryland-Na-
tional Capital Park and Planning 
Commission in the late 1960s and then 
by Montgomery County. The farm was 

eventually developed into a county 
park and soccer complex, but several 
of its buildings were preserved, in-
cluding the dairy barn that houses the 
MOOseum. 

Inside the facility, visitors have 
the opportunity to glance at all kinds 
of dairy artifacts from the county in-
cluding an antique milk carriage from 
Dairy Maid Dairy in Frederick, a large 
collection of old milk bottles used in 
the county, a scale model of the orig-
inal farmhouse and all sorts of other 
equipment including antique cream 
separators and dumping stations. 

But in an office attached to the 
dairy barn, the MOOseum also holds 
a growing chronicle of dairying in 
the county  —  individual histories of 
nearly 600 dairies, only 300 of which 
were known when the museum first 
opened. 

“That’s all original research by our 
members going through newspapers 
and land records and census records 
to get the information  —  and talking 
with families who give information 
about their families’ farms,” Donnel-
lon said. 

Duvall, who has compiled many of 
those histories, recalls from memory 
the unlikely story of Ali Messer, born 
in Oklahoma in 1914. 

He was an orphan and an uncaring 
stepmother drove Messer and a sibling 
east, dumping his sister in Washing-
ton, D.C. 

On her return to Oklahoma, the 
stepmother left Messer at a West Vir-
ginia farm that agreed to take him on 
as a laborer. 

In some ways, they were lucky. At 
the time, children from cities along 
the East Coast were being placed on 
so-called “orphan trains” and shipped 

west, often to growing farms that 
needed labor. 

Messer eventually made his way 
to Montgomery County, hooking up 
with another family and developed 
into a well-known dairy cow breeder 
who bottled and shipped his own milk. 

“He had great cows. He was a good 
herdsman,” Duvall said. 

“Somehow Ali got with people 
who not only helped him develop a 
good work ethic but helped him along 
so that he knew what he needed to do 
to get his own farm and to become a 
successful farmer,” Donnellon said. 

There are many such stories in 
binders that line the museum’s office 
and are available to anyone who wants 
to make an appointment. Duvall and 
Donnellon described their work, as-
sisted by volunteers, as an increasingly 
essential task in a once well-regarded 
dairying county whose dairies have 
largely disappeared. 

“It’s not a good feeling in some 
ways. It makes trying to raise mon-
ey for our budget, it’s a challenge,” 
Duvall said. “But we consider an im-
portant challenge and believe in what 
we’re doing.” 

The history of these farms in many 
cases remains relevant today. Pacla-
mar Astronaut, for instance, produced 
more than 50,000 registered daughters 
and is credited with significantly 
improving the genetics of the world’s 
Holstein dairy herds  —  cows that 
produce milk potentially consumed 
by visitors to the museum. 

“I think it’s a great place for people 
who aren’t even connected to dairy 
because it’s connected so much to the 
community that people learn about 
where they live,” Donnellon said. “It’s 
just a wonderful place.”

MOOseum ...
Continued from Page 2

Garner “Bill” Duvall and Peg Donnellon, standing next to an antique dairy carriage, help run the MOOseum along with a group 
of volunteers inside the remnants of an old dairy farm in Boyds that has since been turned into a park and soccer complex.

Photos by Jonathan Cribbs

A scale model of the farmhouse at King Dairy, which was eventually transformed 
into a park, soccer complex and the MOOseum at King Dairy Barn in Boyds, Md.
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Va. collection highlights sawmill, farm equipment
By RICHARD McDONOUGH

AFP Correspondent

NASSAWADOX, Va. — The Pen-
insula Tractor Organization is a 
non-profit organization that includes 
collectors of antique farm tractors and 
machinery. 

It operates the Peninsula Tractor 
Organization Farm Museum, which 
includes the Nassawadox Sawmill.

“We have about 90 members 
right now,” said Richard Dryden, 
organization president. “Prior to the 

COVID-19 Pandemic, we had about 
120 members.

“The Nassawadox Sawmill is the 
site of the organization’s ongoing 
efforts to help preserve and celebrate 
the rich agricultural heritage of the 
area,” Dryden continued. “The resto-
ration of this sawmill is one of the key 
projects of the organization.”

Dryden said the sawmill was orig-
inally owned by the Northampton 
Lumber Company.

“Wood for the mill came from 
land that the company owned in the 

region as well as from farms in the 
Delmarva,” Dryden said. “A variety 
of products were manufactured here, 
including wood shingles, barrels 
and many types of lumber. The mill 
ceased operations in 1957. After its 
closing, much of the equipment was 
sold off. The Town of Nassawadox 
owns the property and leases it to us 
for $1 annually.”

Many of the wooden barrels pro-
duced at the Nassawadox Sawmill, 
according to a nomination form 
made to the National Register of 

Historical Places, were used by area 
potato farmers to transport their 
crops throughout the United States 
and beyond.

Much of the old sawmill is still in-
tact with “a 100 HP stationary steam 
engine and circular sawmill which is 
being restored,” according to a news 
statement from the organization. “In 
addition to the sawmill, a farm mu-
seum is being established in the same 

See COLLECTION
Page 15

Museum 
preserves 

Md. county’s 
rural history

By RICHARD McDONOUGH
AFP Correspondent

KENNEDYVILLE, Md. — The Kent 
Museum was organized in the 1960s to 
preserve Kent County’s rural heritage, 
according to Joan Anderson, librarian 
at the Kent County Historical Society.

“The Kent Museum contains agri-
cultural equipment donated by local 
families,” Anderson said. “On display 
are antique tractors, horse-drawn wag-
ons, and sleds.”

She cited a corn crib as one of the 
points of interest at the museum. 

“After harvesting, corn on the cob 
was placed in the crib,” a historical 
marker at the museum explains. “Air 
circulated through the slats in the side 
to allow the corn to dry. 

“The kernels were then removed 
from the cob and stored in barrels 
until the corn was to be used either for 
milling into corn meal or used as feed 
for livestock.”

The museum’s collection also in-
cludes a corn stalk cutter invented by 
Kent County farmer John Schauber 
in 1907. 

“It allowed one horse and three or 
four men to harvest up to 10 acres of 
corn a day,” according to a historical 
marker on the grounds.

A second historical marker at the 
Kent Museum noted that the site in-
cludes Charley’s House, described as 
“one of 10 to 12 dwellings occupied by 
Chestertown’s small African-Ameri-
can community in the mid-19th and 
early 20th centuries.” 

Charley Williams was the last oc-
cupant of a one-story home with a loft 
and it was moved from Court Street 
in Chestertown to the Kent Museum 
in 1974.

A third historical marker noted that 
“this house illustrates the almost ex-
tinct dwellings of the early 1800s that 
housed slaves/servants of Maryland’s 

See MUSEUM
Page 8
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Eastern Shore. Believed to have been 
built as slave quarters and later as part 
of the African-American community 
in Chestertown.”

In addition, there is a graveyard of 
the Stavely family on the grounds of 
the Kent Museum; graves, according 

to the second historical marker, range 
from 1628 to 1840. Anderson said one 
of the graves is for a soldier that served 
in the American Revolutionary War.

The Kent Museum is located at 
13689 Turners Creek Road and visitors 
are welcome. 

“There are no costs to visit the mu-
seum,” Anderson explained. “The mu-
seum is open Saturdays the first and 
third weeks of the month beginning 
with May and in July and September. 
Visiting hours are 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.”

I was good at driving. I love driving 
tractors. I started out driving a Case 
400 Super Diesel.”

By 1963, Chorman had graduated 
to airplanes, starting flight instruction 
at age 16. 

By the next year he had a private 
pilot certificate and at age 18 he began 
flying for Hudson.

“I missed working in the fields, but 
I was too busy flying,” Hudson said. 
He figures he’s had 30,000 hours in 
the air, spraying, “and every bit of that 
on a tractor.”

It took him nearly 25 years, but 
Chorman finally located that very 
tractor he had first driven, the Case 
400, which Hudson had purchased 
new in 1957, then sold to Drapers’ 
King Cole farm in Milton. 

It was later sold to a third owner, 
and from there was lost. It was only 
by coincidence that Chorman finally 
found someone who knew where the 
tractor was.

“There were only 645 of them 
made,” said James D. “Dink” Scott, 
who takes care of Chorman’s tractor 
collection. “There were a lot of Case 
400s, but this is a Super Diesel.” 

Chorman has worked on airplanes 
himself, but when it came to restor-
ing tractors, he had someone else do 
them. John J. Hill of Millington, Md., 

restored the Case 400.
“Jonathan Thompson (in Kent 

County, Del.) did most of them,” Chor-
man said. “Both of them did a good 
job. They are all completely redone, 
taken apart, engine rebuilt, whatever 

they needed. They are all perfect.”
Perfection came at a price. “I wrote 

a mess of checks for $35,000,” Chor-
man said.

Scott said many of the parts needed 
were found at Don Livingston’s Rusty 

Acres in Austin, Minn. 
“This man knows the history of 

tractors,” he said of Livingston. “He’s 

See CHORMAN
Page 9

Chorman ...
Continued from Page 5

Museum ...
Continued from Page 7

Look for our ‘Crop Management’ 
supplement on May 17

Jeff Chorman poses in front of his father’s Case 830, carefully restored by Jonathan Thompson of Kent County, Del. James D. 
“Dink” Scott, who takes care of Chorman’s tractor collection, said this tractor is “the closest to perfect I’ve ever seen.”

Photo courtesy Jeff Chorman
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the main one for hard-to-get stuff, 
mostly used, some new, but after-mar-
ket parts.”

Taking care of the tractors has be-
come almost a full-time job for Scott, 
who also does farming on a share-crop 
basis. 

Chorman has had health problems 
in recent years with his heart, hip and 
knees. 

“If it weren’t for Dink, I wouldn’t 
have these tractors,” he said. “I 
couldn’t, wouldn’t, without him.”

In Chorman’s absence, Scot t 
showed off the tractors with as much 
pride as if they were his own. There 
are nine restored Case tractors and one 
John Deere model LA. Three others 
await restoration.

One of the old ones “looks awful, 
but it runs,” Scott said, launching into 
the rest of the story. A neighbor lent 
it to a relative, who told him — after 
a disagreement — that he had sold 
it. Years later the new owner of the 
relative’s farm found the tractor in 
the woods. 

“Her sheet metal is so bad, it would 
be quite a job to restore,” Scott lament-
ed.

One of the tractors, a Case 830, be-
longed to lima bean farmers for whom 
Scott worked for 15 years. “It took four 
years to restore,” Scott said. “Allen 

told Jonathan to take his time. It’s the 
closest to perfect I’ve ever seen. It’s 
the last one Allen had redone.”

Chorman has not taken them to 
antique tractor shows. “I wanted them 
for my own satisfaction,” he said. “I’ve 
taken one to the Agricultural Museum 
in Dover. Had one there for a long 
time. They take turns (displaying dif-
ferent tractors),” he continued.

Chorman has a Case 430, 530, 

630… all the way up to a 930. Chor-
man’s son Jeff “wanted me to have 
the 1030, the biggest they made,” 
Chorman added, and he does have 
one — or did.

The 1030 Diesel is called a “Com-
fort King,” and Jeff has claimed it as 
his own, Scott explained. Jeff also has 
a few other tractors of his own.

“In her day, that was the big tractor; 
now it’s a toy,” Scott said.

Scott has the first one he ever 
drove, an Allis Chalmers — not re-
stored — but he traded off one of his 
father’s, he admitted, wistfully.

Allen said he has no plans to sell 
any of his tractors. 

“It will be up to Jeff in his day what 
he does with them.” 

“He’s done a good job,” Allen add-
ed with pride. “I give him all the credit 
for building our business.”

Allen Chorman’s collection, lovingly stored in a climate-controlled building, includes nine Case tractors and one John Deere.

Photo by Carol Kinsley

Chorman ...
Continued from Page 8

THANK YOU!

We are always looking for new farmers’ support for product 
donations and field gleanings.  MD State tax credit available.
 

Looking to purchase MD grown products from 
January to April from MD grown farmers.

The Maryland Food Bank’s 
Farm to Food Bank partners 
are essential to briding 
nutritional gaps in food-insecure 
communities. The food bank 
extends a warm thank you to all 
of those that have made our 
program a success.

Contact Amy Cawley, Farm to Food Bank Coordinator at 
acawley@mdfoodbank.org or 443.735.0757
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See McGINNIS
Page 11

year wasn’t nothin’ for that tractor.”
By 1970, McGinnis had grown the op-

eration substantially and he needed a larger 
tractor but didn’t think he could afford it. 

His International Harvester dealer, 
Sam “Mose” Spicer at S.S. Spicer in New 
Freedom, Pa., knew he needed it, too, and 
repeatedly made overtures about the 826 
Demonstrator he had on the lot. 

Finally, McGinnis accepted. The 
unique gold paint scheme didn’t interest 
him necessarily, only that it could do what 
he needed in the field. 

“I just needed a tractor and that was 
it,” McGinnis said. “(Mose) said, ‘You’re 
taking that tractor home. Pay me when 
you can.’”

McGinnis said he didn’t get a bill of sale 
or have to get a bank loan; “People trusted 
each other back then.”

In that era, demonstrator models were 
designed as promotional tools to show 
farmers the capabilities of the new models. 
Dealers loaned the demonstrator to farm-
ers to use in their fields or set up special 
events to showcase the tractors in the filed. 

But Spicer apparently only had one user 
in mind. 

“It had one hour on it,” McGinnis said. 
“He didn’t demonstrate nothin’.’”

McGinnis ...
Continued from Page 2

John McGinnis said the look of the 1970 IH Farmall 826 Gold Demonstrator didn’t factor in to him buying it. “I just needed 
a tractor and that was it,” he said.

Photos by Sean Clougherty
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The 90-horsepower 826 helped Mc-
Ginnis increase capacity even further, 
pulling a 20-foot disc instead of a 10-
foot disc with the 560 and upgrading 
to a 12-row planter, custom made by 
a newly-formed Shoup Manufacturing 
in Kankakee, Ill.

“I run that planter for 24 years,” 
he said and then laughed. “I got the 
planter, they got the patent.”

After demonstrators were sold, 
they were supposed to return to the 
dealer to be painted in the tradtional 
IH red color, but McGinnis kept his on 
the farm to work.

“That was the workhorse,” McGin-
nis said of the 826, which had a M&W 
turbo charger added in 1972. “It run 
everyday, all drawbar work.”

In the 1980s, a fire in the shop dam-
aged the tractor’s left side and while 
it was at Hoober Inc., in Intercourse, 
Pa., for repairs, it also got a fresh coat 
of red paint. 

Years later, after seeing another 
gold demonstrator featured on RFD-
TV, McGinnis and his wife Mary 
agreed to get their 826 restored to its 
original gold luster.

Jerry Murphy in Ijamsville, Md., 
agreed to do the job but wanted to 
make sure it was exactly like it was 
before the fire. He said a lot of demon-
strators on the show circuit are painted 
a variety of ways, which calls into 
question their authenticity. 

“It’s just a novelty thing to have 
one,” Murphy said. “They do bring a 
little more and there’s a lot of people 
faking them.” 

Murphy said there’s no serial num-
ber list of demonstrators to match up 
to and it’s unknown how many were 
made.

“Some say every dealer got one — 
have no idea,” he said. “There’s very 
little to be known about them.”

Fortunately, Mary had saved pho-
tos she took of the 826 the day John 
brought it home. The photos not only 
proved the tractor was a demonstra-
tor but also helped guide Murphy’s 
restoration.

“Those pictures are worth all the 
money in the world,” he said. “It 
showed you where Harvester put ev-
erything.”

Murphy took on the project in the 
spring of 2014 and had it ready to 
unveil at a show by May at Gladhill 
Tractor in Frederick, Md., a John 
Deere dealer. 

From that show, Murphy took the 
826 to another show, and another, cap-
turing constant attention at every stop.

“You couldn’t leave the tractors” at 
a show, John said, because someone 
was always coming up to look and 
ask questions. 

Murphy said he lent John one of his 
own tractors during hay season so he 
could take the 826 to as many shows 
as he could get to. 

“(John) named it the ‘Trailer Queen. 
It just stayed on that trailer,” going 
from show to show, Murphy said. “We 
had a lot of fun that year.”

Shortly after the 826 was restored, 
John sent the 560 to Murphy for res-

toration, although John noted with 
pride that the tractors had stayed in 
good condition over the years, getting 
cleaned regularly. 

“We worked for this stuff,” he said. 
“We didn’t beat it up.”

Both tractors still earn their keep 
on the farm, moving hay bales, pull-
ing wagons and other tasks. John said 
as his farm grew — at one point he 
managed 3,000 acres — he traded in 
equipment for larger models to con-
tinue to cover more ground faster, just 
as he did in getting the 826, 50 years 
ago. But his first two tractors stayed.

“We just kept them,” he said with 
a grin. “They were always doing 
something.”

McGinnis ...
Continued from Page 10

After the 826 Demonstrator was restored in 2014, a corresponding toy collection, 
ranging from 1:64 scale to pedal tractor — followed.
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The Messick Agriculture Museum was founded by Walter Messick and opened 
in 1976. He worked for decades — first as an employee and eventually as an 
owner — at Taylor & Messick, a major John Deere dealership in the region. The 
museum includes a wide variety of agricultural equipment and implements, 
including exhibits of “antique machinery, automobiles, tools, toy, and other 
farming memorabilia housed in two enclosed buildings, as well as several 
open sheds,” according to the Kent County Tourism Corp. Visitors are welcome 
to come to this museum for self-guided tours. In particular, the museum 
encourages visits from area schools and civic organizations. Admission is free. 
Some visitors spend upwards of two hours looking at the exhibits. The museum 
is located at 325 Walt Messick Road in Harrington, Del. Hours are from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Monday through Friday, and from 8 to 11:30 a.m. on Saturdays.

Photo courtesy Kent County Tourism Corp.

Messick Agricultural Museum a self-guided tour
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“I sold it through the Big Iron Auc-
tion Company, but the price it brought 
was little more than what I paid for 
the tires, so I contacted the buyer and 
bought it back — for the sales price 
plus taxes and credit card fees. I sold 
it later for $4,700. It’s now just 3 miles 
from here,” Neal said. “I learned a 
lesson: not to restore something and 
think I’d make money on it.”

Restoring tractors is “just a hobby, 
something I wanted to do,” he said. 

He had worked on a lot of Fords 
when he had a business, for his neigh-
bors. 

So he just wanted one to restore.
He bought a John Deere to restore, 

but sold it before he started. “I decided 
I didn’t have time to work on a green 
tractor,” he said.

Being able to repair his own equip-
ment is largely responsible for his 
farming success, Neal said. 

“Guys who don’t do their own re-
pair work are really behind the eight-
ball,” he said. “That’s really been my 
salvation, being able to maintain my 
own equipment.”

He also made himself a promise 
that if he ever had machinery, he 
would have a shed to put it in when it 
was not in use. 

“I keep that promise even today,” 
he said.

In addition to antique and more 
modern machinery, Neal has a vast 

collection of farm toys of all brands, 
mostly Case IH and Farmall, but also 

Ford, Allis Chalmers, Caterpillar and 
John Deere.

Neal ...
Continued from Page 5

Wheatley Neal, sitting on a 1941 Farmall H first owned by his father, is joined by granddaughter Heather Clopper who works 
full-time on the family farm.

Photo courtesy Wheatley Neal

Cover your entire operation
 from seed to harvest.

EXPERIENCE IN THE FIELD
SINCE 1967
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The Warringtons’ sons, Roland 
and Wayne, are also “into” tractors, as 
are their four grandchildren, but their 
daughter, Sandra Atkinson, is not.

Jerry worked at DuPont as a me-
chanic for 33 years, in addition to 
farming his 220 acres. He learned his 
trade out of necessity, he said. 

His grandfather originally owned 
the farm and the family couldn’t 
afford a mechanic. Jerry transferred 
his knowledge to his sons, teaching 
them how to work on transmissions 
and so forth. 

“That’s how we got started (restor-
ing tractors),” he said.

Roland said his father is “the neigh-
borhood ‘go-to’ guy” for quick fixes 
when their equipment breaks down.

Roland is an accountant for Mer-
ck, a pharmaceutical company, and 
Wayne buys cars for Pohanka in 
Salisbury.

Carol worked at Acme for 17 years 
after the boys were out of school. She 
also took care of the farm’s chickens 
until 1980.

The restoration bug bit in 1987 
when Wayne got a 1939 John Deere 
as a graduation present from George 
Short in Linkwood.

Jerry bought one for parts, but it 
was too nice to scrap, so he fixed it. 

Another tractor, a John Deere B, 
was given to him by a young man 
cleaning out an old canning house who 
said it would be stolen otherwise. Jerry 
intended to use it for parts, but fixed 
it too. Restoring tractors had become 
a hobby.

He has a 1937 John Deere A and 
an earlier unstyled A on which the 
radiator is not covered. 

He also has two John Deere B 

tractors, one styled and one unstyled, 
and an LA, M, and MT. He has a John 
Deere 1952 “MC” Crawler S/N MC-
16506, one of the last of the production 
run that began in 1949.

Only one of his tractors is not 
green — a Sheppard SD-4 which his 
uncle purchased new in Hanover, Pa., 
in 1955. When the uncle died, two 
cousins used the Sheppard to contin-
ue farming. When they quit farming, 
they offered it to Jerry at the right 
price, and he restored it five or six 
years later.

The RH Sheppard Company was a 
prominent manufacturer of diesel en-

gines in the 1930s and 1940s. During 
World War II, it produced thousands 
of small, reliable diesel engines to use 
on lifeboats. 

After the war, the company decided 
to put their engines to use in a line of 
tractors. Three models were released 
at the 1949 Pennsylvania State Fair, 
but the company stopped producing 
tractors in 1956. 

Jerry does all the work himself up 
to priming for painting. He had Frank 
Perdue do the painting until he died 20 
years ago. Chet’s Body Shop in Laurel 
painted the last.

“You can get parts, but you know it 

when you buy them (because they are 
expensive),” Jerry said. He was able to 
get most of his parts from Dennis Polk 
Equipment in Warsaw, Ind., which just 
recently closed. “I could call the lady 
there (Jean Goodnight) and she’ll have 
all the parts I needed.” The company 
started when Goodnight’s father was 
selling tires and started buying out 
parts dealers who were going out of 
business. She and her son carried on 
the business after her father died — 
until now.

One time Jerry needed a side hood 
because birds had built a nest in the 
gas tank of a tractor, and Goodnight 
gave him a deal. She attended a sale 
in Florida and found three, brand new, 
with the labels still on them.

The hardest part of restoration is 
getting a tractor ready to paint. “It’s 
worse than rebuilding it,” Jerry said. 
“If it’s not clean, the paint won’t stick.”

“You have to degrease, then sand-
blast, wearing a suit and hood,” Wayne 
Added. “It takes a long time and is 
very involved.”

But, the best part is “when we get 
one done,” Jerry said.

He recalled late one night he was 
working on a tractor so rusted he 
figured he’d never get the hub locks 
off to remove the wheels. Then he 
discovered someone had put wax pa-
per under the hub locks to keep them 
from sticking. They slipped right off. 
“Those were the easiest I ever pulled,” 
he said. When he wanted to put them 
back on, he went into the house for 
wax paper, but they had none. So at 10 
p.m., he called a neighbor to borrow 
some. “I’ve put wax paper on ever 
since,” he said.

Roland also collects tractors. He 
has six, all restored. He also buys “hit 
and miss engines” from the 1920s and 
‘30s to run equipment. 

“It’s something to do,” he said. He 
has restored a 1939 pick-up truck and 
a Model A Ford car.

The family participates in a number 
of events, including parades, plow 
days and tractor shows. “When we 
were younger, we had something 
every weekend, said Grandson Beau. 
“If we weren’t playing sports, we were 
at one of those things.” From the time 
he rode in a wagon as a baby in 1993, 
he said he’s never missed a Fourth of 
July parade.

Multiple entries in a parade re-
quires multiple trips to haul tractors. 
One Fourth of July, Jerry said he got 
hung up in traffic on the Route 9 By-
pass and didn’t get home until 11 p.m. 

“I changed my shirt three times that 
day,” he recalled.

Then there have been Christmas 
parades when he felt he’d freeze to 
death. 

“I’ll never go back,” he said. The 
last parade he participated in was for 
a co-worker at DuPont.

Jerry recently gave up farming, 
after three hospitalizations since No-
vember. The land is now rented.

But he’ll likely be at the Laurel 
Farmers Auction Market June 24 
through 26 when the First State An-
tique Tractor Club partners with the 
Eastern Show Antique Automobile 
Association for the tractor club’s an-
nual show — perhaps with a tractor 
or two.

Passion ...
Continued from Page 4

The Warringtons are a John Deere family. Back row, from left, son Roland, grandson 
Beau next to his father, Wayne, with great-grandson Case LeCates. Seated are Jerry 
and Carol Warrington with Sassy, a 16-year-old Peekapoo that thinks she is a farm 
dog and rides with Jerry on tractors in the field, and Gus, a Yorkie/Schnauzer mix.

Photos by Carol Kinsley

From left are a John Deere A, an A unstyled (without radiator cover), B and B unstyled, and yet another restored John Deere.
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price of these and how they will look 
in your yard.  

• Any zoning issues for small 
farming? If you plan to do any small 
farming on your land, you need to 
make sure your local zoning will 
allow it before purchasing. 

Your new neighbors may have 
noise complaints along with animal 
or pollution complaints, which can 
lead to township issues.  

Also, knowing if you’re zoned 
agricultural or residential will help 
determine if your real estate taxes 

are at a lower rate.
When going through the process 

of searching for land and finding 
your dream property, there will be 
many other questions that come up 
before settlement. 

Some things may seem minor at 
the moment, like access to internet 
and cell service, but end up being 
major in the long haul. 

Open communication and trans-
parency with both your realtor and 
lender will help the process go 
smoothly and ensure you’re buying 
the right land for you and your busi-
ness or family! 

Reach out to our team today at 
mafc.com or call 888-339-3334 to 
start the process of owning your 
perfect piece of quiet. 

Levan ...
Continued from Page 4

building to preserve the rich farming 
history that was an important part of 
this area and help educate others about 
farming in days gone by.”

Dryden indicated that “there are 
some parts for the sawmill that we’re 
still looking for. We’d welcome assis-
tance from people who would like to 
help with this project.

“We try to have a work day each 

month,” he continued. “Most members 
cannot always attend because many of 
our members are farmers and are in 
their fields either planting or harvest-
ing their crops.”

In previous years, the museum has 
also included several corn and soy-
bean demonstration plots at this site, 
but the COVID-19 Pandemic impacted 
the operations of the organization. 
Dryden added crop damage from deer 
also had an impact on the plots.

One of the major activities of the 
Peninsula Tractor Organization in-
cludes participation in area parades 
and celebrations throughout the Del-

marva.
“We just f inished up with the 

O’Nancock Saint Patrick’s Parade & 
Festival in Accomack County,” said 
Dryden. “On the Fourth of July, we’ll 
be in Cape Charles in Northampton 
County. We’re looking forward to the 
Blessing of the Combines this summer 
in Snow Hill in Worcester County.”

Dryden said the organization also 
welcomes school groups to the mu-
seum. 

“It’s educational for the students. 
Most of the local children don’t grow 
up on farms anymore so this is some-
thing new for many of the kids,” he 

said. “The younger folks need to know 
where a 2 by 4 comes from.”

Once the mill is fully refurbished, 
the organization plans to hold a show 
at the site.

“We’ll likely start out with a one-
day event each year,” Dryden said. 
“Then, if things go well, we’ll expand 
to a weekend event.”

The Peninsula Tractor Organi-
zation Farm Museum is located at 
10150 Mill Street in Nassawadox in 
Northampton County. It is open to 
visitors by appointment. For more 
information, visit the organization’s 
website at https://peninsulatractor.org.

Collection ...
Continued from Page 7

The Peninsula Tractor Organization participated in the O’Nancock Saint Patrick’s Parade & Festival on March 19.

Photo courtesy Peninsula Tractor Organization
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