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SCD seeks input for environmental assessment
Sussex County meeting on June 14 will assess resource concerns for potential poultry operations

GEORGETOWN, Del. — The Sussex Conservation District on June 14,
will host a public scoping meeting to
seek input regarding an environmental
assessment for farms that could potentially have poultry operations that may

Modern
market
taken into
account

seek conservation program funding
for expected resource concerns prior
to the resource concern being present.
According to a news release, this
assessment is solely based on hypothetical scenarios, looking at farms

that could potentially have poultry
operations seeking conservation program funding for expected resource
concerns prior to resource concerns
being present.
The 2018 Farm Bill included spe-

cific language on new and expected
resource concerns and made Environmental
See MEETING
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USDA announces
initiatives to
promote fair trading

WASHINGTON — The USDA on
May 26 announced three initiatives
that are the first in a suite of major actions under the Biden Administration
to create fairer marketplaces for poultry, livestock and hog producers. First,
USDA announced a proposed rule that
will require poultry companies and
live poultry dealers to provide key
information contract producers need
to make production contract decisions
best suited to their businesses. This
action is part of a set of significant
policy changes USDA is undertaking
to achieve the goals of the President’s
Executive Order on Promoting Competition in the American Economy.
Second, USDA is seeking input
from stakeholders through a separate
policymaking action to determine
whether the current tournament-style
system in poultry growing could be
modernized to create a fairer marketplace that allows more producers to
participate.
And third, USDA released a Competition Report outlining its strategy
for enhancing competition in the food
and agricultural sectors. With this report, USDA is also announcing plans
to complete a top-to-bottom review of
programs for alignment with supporting competition and a new review of
the most widely used animal-raising
claims to help ensure those claims are
adequately verified.
“The Packers and Stockyards Act
is crucial for protecting farmers and
See MARKET
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When researchers looked at which wild bird species were responsible for spillover of highly pathogenic avian influenza into
poultry, signs pointed to wild geese. “We need to understand why in terms of their host pathology, immunity, behavior, and
ecology,” said Nichola Hill, an assistant professor of biology at University of Massachusetts Boston.
Photo by Getty Images

Which species are super spreaders?
Avian influenza: How it’s spreading and what to know about recent outbreak
BOSTON — When it comes to
avian influenza, all birds are not created equal.
“The scientific community has
become accustomed to speaking about
influenza viruses in birds as a group,

but birds are an incredibly diverse
taxa of animals with different natural
history, physiology, and anatomy,”
says Jonathan Runstadler, professor
and chairman of the Department of
Infectious Disease & Global Health

at Cummings School of Veterinary
Medicine at Tufts University.
Runstadler is one of the authors
See SPECIES
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On-farm euthanasia considerations for poultry

On-farm euthanasia is not a pleasant topic, but when raising poultry,
there are often circumstances that
require birds to be euthanized,

such as illness, injury and disease,
because it is not always possible or
feasible to treat affected birds.
Euthanasia refers to “good death”
and is distinct from other terms such
as culling and slaughter. Here is
an overview of factors that should
be considered before euthanizing
poultry. When considering on-farm
euthanasia, there are several factors
to take into account in addition to
the specific method used. These considerations include the welfare of the
bird; personnel safety, experience
and training; costs and limitations of
the method used; and aesthetics.
Bird welfare
In our previous newsletter, we

discussed when to treat and when
to euthanasia animals. On-farm
euthanasia involves various actions
and procedures, in addition to the
application of the euthanasia method itself. These procedures include
capturing, handling, restraining
and ensuring that the bird does not
regain sensibility (consciousness).
The particular method that is used
for on-farm euthanasia should minimize pain and distress to the bird,
and catching and handling should be
done in as stress-free a manner as
possible. In many cases, birds that
will be euthanized will already have
other ailments that cause pain, such
as lameness or injuries, and care

must be taken to reduce further pain
and injury.
Depending on their size and body
weight, some birds are more challenging to capture and handle, which
can contribute to both bird and personnel stress and risk of injury.
Personnel safety, experience
and training
Personnel, producers, owners and
employees have different levels of
comfort with handling poultry, and
euthanasia is no exception.
To ensure that on-farm euthanasia is applied properly, all personnel

DOVER, Del. — With no new of
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
identified in Delaware since March
18, the Delaware Department of
Agriculture has revised its heightened biosecurity guidance to permit
non-essential visits to poultry farms
by people without a direct role in the
poultry operation.
The revised guidance went into
effect on June 1 with the release of all
control areas in the state.

After visiting a poultry farm, DDA
said people should consider changing
shoes and cleaning all organic material off your dirty shoes before using
them again. The bottoms of shoes can
be sprayed with a common household
cleaner such as Lysol or diluted bleach
spray to kill the virus so if present in
the environment, it is not spread to
other poultry farms.
With ongoing detections of HPAI
in the wild bird population on Del-

marva, especially black vultures, the
following guidance is still in place:
• Commercial and backyard flock
owners should review their biosecurity
plans to reduce the transmission of
avian influenza to their birds. Virus
transmission can occur through foot
and vehicular traffic; secretions from
birds’ mouths, nostrils, eyes, and excrement; contact with infected droppings; movement of infected birds; and
contaminated clothing and equipment.

For tips on improving biosecurity,
visit https://bit.ly/3Bh6T7p
• All keepers of domesticated birds
should prevent contact between their
animals and areas where wild birds
have access.
• Report sick poultry or unusual
deaths in poultry flocks to the Delaware Department of Agriculture’s
Poultry and Animal Health at 302698-4507 or via email at Poultry.
Health@delaware.gov.

By MARISA ERASMUS

(Editor’s note: Marisa Erasmus
is an assistant professor at Purdue University and director of the
Erasmus Lab focused on improving
and advancing the welfare of poultry
and other farm animals through research and education. This column
first appeared in the June issue of
the Poultry Extension Collaborative
newsletter at www.poultry-welfare-extension.com.).)

See ERASMUS
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Heightened biosecurity protocols revised for Del. farms

Meeting ...
Continued from Front Page

Quality Incentive Program assistance available for new and expected
resource concerns.
The assessment will look at all the
NEPA requirements as if a poultry
operation was present on these sites,
although in reality these sites may or
may not have any current or future
plans for a poultry operation.
Representatives from the USDA’s
Natural Resources Conservation Service will lead and participate in the
June 14 meeting, scheduled for 6:30
p.m. in the conference room of the
Sussex County Conservation District
building located at 23818 Shortly Road
in Georgetown.
According to the agencies, the ob-

jectives of the meeting include:
• Ensure that the general public;
private groups; and local, county and
state government agencies are thoroughly familiar with the objective and
scope of developing the environmental
document for Poultry Operations in
Sussex County.
• Promote an atmosphere of extra-agency cooperation.
• Provide a forum for the reception
and consideration of public input regarding the projects.
• Clarify the effects of the diverse
alternatives under consideration.
• Collect existing resource data for
Sussex County regarding the development of this environmental document
• Incorporate written and verbal
comments into the decision-making
process.
For more information, contact the
Jayme Arthurs at jayme.arthurs@
usda.gov or at 302-382-4682.

Get the picture?
Send ag-related photos to The
Delmarva Farmer Photo Contest,
Attn: ‘PHOTO CONTEST,’ P.O. Box
2026 Easton, MD 21601, or e-mail
them to editorial@americanfarm.
com. (in a .JPG or .EPS format) with
“PHOTO CONTEST” in the subject
line. Identify people and animals in
photos, and include photographer’s
name and where photos were taken.
A winner will be chosen at the end of
the year and recieve a check for $100
in the child’s name of his/her choice.

JUNE’S DCA RECIPE

Asian grilled chicken
Ingredients
• 8 boneless, skinless chicken
thighs, fat trimmed
• quarter-cup reduced-sodium soy
sauce
• 3 tablespoons brown sugar
• 1 tablespoons toasted sesame
seeds
• 1 tablespoon fresh lime juice
• 1 tablespoon canola oil
• 2 large cloves garlic, pressed
(about 1 teaspoon)
• 1 teaspoon five-spice powder
• half-teaspoon crushed red pepper
• Vegetable cooking spray
Directions
In a bowl whisk together soy sauce,
brown sugar, sesame seeds, lime juice,
oil, garlic, five-spice powder, and

crushed red pepper. Mix well. Place
chicken in sealable plastic bag; pour in
soy mixture.
Seal bag and turn until chicken is
well coated with soy mixture. Refrigerate at least 30 minutes or up to overnight. Spray grate of grill with cooking
spray and heat grill to 400 degrees F.
Remove chicken from marinade;
reserve marinade. Place on prepared
grill and cook, turning, about 10 minutes per side or until chicken is cooked
through (165 degrees F).
Heat reserved marinade to boiling
and boil one minute. Baste chicken
with heated marinade during grilling.
Makes four servings.
—Recipe, photo courtesy DCA
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Fact sheet tells chicken industry story in numbers
GEORGETOWN, Del. — The Delmarva chicken community raised 567
million chickens, produced 4.2 billion
pounds of shelf- and table-ready chicken and generated a record $4.2 billion
in wholesale value in 2021.
These insights into the chicken
industry’s important role in Delmarva’s economy come from a new
fact sheet released by the Delmarva
Chicken Association.
The new DCA report shows that
at the end of 2021, there were 1,361
chicken growers on Delmarva who
operated 4,901 chicken houses with a

Species ...
Continued from Front Page

of a new study, published in the journal PLOS Pathogens, which takes a
data-driven look at influenza viruses
circulating among different groups of
birds and characterizes which types
of birds are involved in spreading the
virus.
This lineage of bird flu originated
around 1996 and was first found in a
domestic goose in China. The virus
mutated and persisted, and the first big
wild bird outbreak happened around
2005 in a major wetland in central
Asia. Subsequent changes in the virus
led to a 2014 introduction to the U.S.
via the Pacific Northwest, severely
affecting the U.S. poultry industry
and forcing the culling of about 40
million turkeys and chickens as a
control measure.
“It was a big blow,” says Nichola
Hill, lead author of the paper and
an assistant professor of biology at
University of Massachusetts Boston,
who worked in Runstadler’s lab at
Cummings School for nearly five
years. “After it ended, we knew that
we were between outbreaks and there
was a high probability of an outbreak
happening again. We felt we needed
to look at long-term, historical data
to find patterns and determine which
birds are really driving global spread.
So we compared birds at a finer taxonomic scale than prior studies such
as wild ducks, gulls, land birds, and
geese versus domestic poultry like
chickens, and we came up with some
really interesting findings.”
Historically, ducks like mallards
have been considered super-spreaders of avian influenza, infecting wild
birds and backyard poultry alike, and
Hill and Runstadler’s research found
that to be broadly true. Dabbling ducks
are powerful vehicles for spreading
the virus and for the evolution of the
virus in the wild bird reservoir. They
can carry highly pathogenic strains
and be completely asymptomatic, plus
they swim and fly so they can move
the virus in a variety of ways, including into local water bodies.
But there are other birds that play
a more substantial role in transmitting
the virus. “When we looked at which
birds were responsible for spillover

total capacity of 134 million chickens.
These growers earned $278 million
in contract income in 2021, an 18.9%
inflation-adjusted increase compared
to what Delmarva growers earned 10
years ago.
However, the report shows these
independent contract growers saw
their income fall slightly from 2020 to
2021, because chicken companies had
to slow chick placements to adjust for
constrained processing capacity.
At the same time, demand for
chicken in the marketplace remained
high.

Anticipating that these factors
would challenge the entire chicken
industry, from the processing plant to
the family farm, DCA worked hard to
convince Congress to make chicken
growers eligible for USDA Coronavirus Food Assistance Program
assistance.
Contract chicken growers were
made eligible for that assistance in the
fall of 2021.
Delmarva’s chicken companies
spent a record $1.3 billion on corn,
wheat, soybeans and other feed ingredients in 2021, a nearly 30 percent

jump in one year, even as purchase
volume of feed ingredients dipped
slightly.
There were 17,739 chicken company employees on Delmarva at the end
of 2021, and chicken company employees earned $803 million in wages for
the year, excluding benefits.
The chicken community made
valuable long-term investments in
Delmarva’s economy in 2021, the report shows. Delmarva’s five chicken

into poultry, signs pointed to wild
geese, which are really good at amplifying the virus,” Hill says. “We need
to understand why in terms of their
host pathology, immunity, behavior,
and ecology.”
One ecological factor that may play
a role is that geese are land grazers
and thrive in cities and agricultural
settings. Many goose species in North
America and Europe are considered
pests.
“They really are the perfect spillover host because they can make use
of human-altered habitat,” Hill adds.
Furthermore, understanding which
birds drive long-distance spread may
inf luence how or when the virus
enters a new geographic region. For
example, the 2014 outbreak entered
the United States via the Pacific, likely
carried by ducks, but the current outbreak moved in via the Atlantic, and
ducks may not have been involved to
the same extent.
“The first wild bird detections in
2021 were great black-backed gulls,”
says Hill. “Gulls are strong, long-distance, pelagic fliers that take advantage of tailwinds to travel over ocean
and move the virus very quickly.”
An outbreak of bird flu of this size
and scale has never been seen before
in North America. About 40 species
of birds have become infected in the
current North American outbreak,
including song birds like crows and
sparrows, as well as raptors like owls
and hawks. This outbreak has a bigger
geographic range and is impacting
a broader diversity of species compared to the 2014 outbreak in North
America.
“Knowing that gulls, geese and
ducks may be moving this virus in
different ways is a big contribution to
understanding or eventually modeling
with more accuracy how we expect a
virus like this to spread,” says Runstadler. “Ultimately, we could put this
data into a model that allows us to predict if there’s a virus emerging, when
that virus might enter North America,
and what bird populations we might
target for surveillance to detect it.”
Clinic Collaboration
Runstadler has been researching
avian influenza since 2005, when his
lab was located at the University of
Alaska Fairbanks and the H5N1 strain
of the virus was emerging in East
Asia. The scientists in his lab study the
ecology of influenza viruses in wild

animal hosts, including birds, which
are major reservoirs for influenza.
Runstadler says most flu viruses are
thought to have originated in birds and
spread to other hosts.
Runstadler’s lab regularly collaborates with Tufts Wildlife Clinic and director Maureen Murray, clinical associate professor at Cummings School,to
gather samples from a variety of birds
coming through the clinic, not just the
ones showing clinical signs of avian
inf luenza. The goal is twofold: to
understand the epidemiology of the
virus and manage avian inf luenza
cases safely in the clinic.
“When we admit new birds to the
clinic, we sample them to see if they’re
carrying the virus and isolate them until we get a negative test to make sure
we’re not exposing our other patients
to the virus,” says Murray.
The samples are screened at Runstadler’s lab to determine whether a
bird is carrying an influenza virus,
and if so, whether it’s the H5 strain
responsible for outbreaks. Runstadler
notes this exercise to gather data now
is critical for comparison with data in
the future. If a bird tests positive, the
sample is sent to the USDA’s National
Veterinary Services Laboratory for
additional testing and sequencing as
a final confirmation.
“We’ve seen some positive birds
come through the clinic, including
great horned owls, snowy owls, a
bald eagle, and a peregrine falcon,”
Murray says, “but fortunately, not a
lot of cases.”
Risk to Humans
Though avian inf luenza is zoonotic, the risk to people is very low.
Runstadler says there is practically
zero threat to the average person going
about their daily lives. It is of slightly
more risk to people who handle birds
regularly, such as wildlife professionals, poultry workers, or backyard
chicken owners.
Recently, a man in Colorado was
diagnosed with avian inf luenza,
marking the first human case in North
America during this outbreak. Media
reports indicated he was involved
with culling poultry and infected by
a sick bird. According to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention,
he had mild symptoms, was isolated,
and recovered. The fact that his symptoms were mild is concerning because,
Hill notes, it makes the virus harder
to detect and track, as infected indi-

viduals may ignore mild symptoms
and not seek treatment — much like
COVID-19.
Murray and the Wildlife Clinic
staff wear personal protective equipment when handling birds, which
includes gloves, isolation gowns,
goggles, and masks. And they have a
list of recommendations for the public
regarding avian influenza protection.
“If you see a bird that seems to
be sick — it can’t stand up, looks off
balance, or isn’t aware of its surroundings — we recommend first calling
your local animal control officer or a
wildlife rehabilitator for assistance,”
Murray says. “But if you must handle
it yourself, we recommend wearing at
minimum a three-ply face mask, or a
more protective mask if available, such
as an N95. Gloves are also a good idea,
but if they’re not available, wash your
hands really, really well afterward.”
She adds that people who have
birds at home should change their
clothes and shoes after touching the
sick bird and before going near their
own birds.
Hill is not only concerned about
human spillover, but with mammalian spillover in general. She points to
animals such as dogs, foxes or coyotes
that may predate on birds, especially
vulnerable ones showing neurological
symptoms or in respiratory distress.
It’s unclear at this point what the result
of those interactions could be, though
infections in red foxes have already
been reported in the U.S., Canada, and
the Netherlands.
Will This Outbreak End?
“The shor t answer is nobody
knows,” Runstadler says, “because we
don’t have a sophisticated enough understanding though we hope someday
we will. It’s a very complex system.”
The 2014 bird flu incursion gradually fizzled out, but that’s not likely
to happen this time, he says, because
the 2022 incursion is quite different
from the last outbreak. The viruses
identified in North America in 2014
contained pieces of the highly pathogenic H5 viruses, but not the whole
virus, like this outbreak. Also, this
incursion seemingly has spread faster
than the last one. In addition, Hill says
her research has shown a pattern of
the scale and magnitude of bird flu
outbreaks increasing over time.
“There’s reason to expect this virus
is here to stay, and it’s not going to
disappear,” says Runstadler.

See STORY
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Help offered for HPAI-related compassion fatigue
ST. PAUL, Minn. — University
of Minnesota Extension published a
recent article to help poultry farmers
who may be dealing with compassion
fatigue due to the recent outbreaks of
highly pathogenic avian influenza.
A growing body of research shows
that people who work with animals in
a professional role can experience high
levels of occupational stress. This is
particularly true when they work in
roles where animals must be killed
outside of the regular course of their
lifespan.

Story ...
Continued from Page 4

companies — Amick Farms, Allen
Harim, Mountaire Farms, Perdue
Farms and Tyson — spent $152 million
on capital improvements to processing
plants, hatcheries and wastewater
treatment systems, a $37 million increase from 2020.
And with the help of DCA’s vegetative environmental buffers program,
chicken growers and allied businesses
planted more than 5,660 new trees,
shrubs and tall grasses — green
features on farms that will improve
neighbor relations, conserve soil and
protect water quality.
“Our members faced uncommon
challenges in 2021, including continued pressures from COVID-19, labor
shortages and increasing input costs,”
said Holly Porter, DCA’s executive
director. “Today, we face additional
challenges, like highly pathogenic
avian influenza, and inflation, which
raises costs borne by chicken growers,
chicken companies and the industry’s
allied businesses.
“Now more than ever, it’s important
we all recognize the contributions of
this crucial economic sector on Delmarva.”
Delmarva’s chicken community is
a major part of the regional economy.
According to an economic impact
study by John Dunham & Associates,
the chicken industry creates or supports 29,085 jobs in Delaware; 23,965
jobs in Maryland; and 5,035 jobs on
Virginia’s Eastern Shore.
Since 1957, DCA has collected and
compiled production data from the
poultry companies operating on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, on the Eastern
Shore of Virginia and in Delaware in
order to measure Delmarva’s chicken
economy.
The full 2021 report is available at
dcachicken.com.

Be sure to ‘like’
The Delmarva Farmer
on Facebook!

Supervisors and farmers with
staff experiencing higher levels of
occupational stress may experience
compassion fatigue.
Compassion fatigue (or compassion
stress) can occur when, for example,
a supervisor is managing employees
who are experiencing high levels of
stress due to flock depopulation.
The supervisor may feel compassion fatigue.
Over time, unaddressed occupational stress and compassion fatigue
can look like:

• A loss of compassion or empathy
• Unexplained or unexpected ongoing negative feelings like anger,
detachment, and depression
• Physical symptoms such as headaches, stomach issues, and trouble
sleeping
• Performing poorly at work
• Increased use of alcohol and other
substances
• Conflict in close relationships or
isolating yourself from loved ones
The Extension article also outlined
tips for preventing compassion fatigue

and occupation stress. The tips include
the following:
• Be clear: When communicating
with staff about the decision to depopulate, it is important that workers
understand why this decision is necessary and that the reasons for it are
clearly communicated.
• Create an open envi ronment where people are free to express
themselves and have an opportunity
See FATIGUE
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Keep Your Eggs Clean!

Poultry Flooring

IN STOCK

• Proven to produce significantly
cleaner eggs than wooden slats
• Rot Proof / Non-Porous
• Keeps poultry healthier

BEST
PRICES

Quantity Discount Available
1-800-845-3374
www.FarmerBoyAg.com
PARTS You Need.

BRANDS You Know.

PRICES You Can Afford.
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Study highlights risk of high Salmonella Erasmus ...
Continued from Page 2

ATHENS, Ga. — Higher exposure
to Salmonella increases feed intake
and reduces feed conversion in poultry
production.
Furthermore, the serotype Salmonella Reading (S. Reading) shows
greater colonization than other common serotypes by the end of production, according to a new study from
the University of Georgia.
Researchers fed 360 broilers a
“cocktail” of three Salmonella serotypes known to cause illness in
humans — Reading, Infantis and

Typhimurium — at low, medium and
high doses, to assess the impact on
production parameters.
Bird and feeder weights were recorded on days 0, 7, 14 and 35, while
ceca, liver and spleen samples were
taken on days 2, 7 and 35 to assess the
level of colonization by the bacteria.
The group challenged with the
highest dose consumed significantly
more feed and had a less desirable
feed conversion ratio than the other
two groups.
“That higher inoculation dose re-

sulted in the birds not being able to
convert their feed to bodyweight gain
as well,” explained Davis Fenster,
a graduate research assistant at the
University of Georgia.
The thought process is that the
birds are diverting more of their feed
nutrients toward an immune response
to fight off the infection rather than
toward gaining weight, he said.
T he resea rch also showed
that S. Reading had a higher colonization of the ceca at day 35 than S. Infantis and S. Typhimurium.

Would you like to
receive

The Delmarva Farmer’s
Early Edition?

Find out about late breaking news, or
top stories before the paper arrives in
your mail box!
It’s Easy and It’s FREE!!!
Simply call or email Megan and
provide her with your email address
and we’ll send you The Delmarva
Farmer’s Early Edition!
410-822-3965 or
megan@americanfarm.com

need to be trained on how to appropriately capture, handle, and restrain
poultry and apply the euthanasia
method. In addition to these skills,
personnel also need to be trained in
how to identify signs of insensibility (unconsciousness) in poultry to
ensure that euthanasia is effective
and humane.
Birds that have been appropriately
euthanized should show these signs
of insensibility:
• No vocalization;
• No breathing; there should be no
rhythmic movement of the chest, no
air going into or out of the beak and
no gasping;
• No blinking. The eyes should
not be blinking and there should be
no movement of the nictitating membrane (third eyelid) if the outer eyelid
is opened;
• No pupil constriction. There
should be no pupil constriction if
a light is shone in the eyes (pupils
should not decrease in size.);
• No tension in the jaw and neck
muscles. The neck and jaw should
not be stiff when lifted; and
• No reaction if the toe or comb is
pinched.
If any of these signs are still present after the euthanasia method has
been applied, the method should be
applied again immediately or another
method should be applied.
Thereafter, the bird should be examined again to ensure that the bird
is insensible.
Costs and limitations
All euthanasia methods require
that personnel and flock owners are
trained and skilled at identifying
indicators of insensibility. However,
some methods require more precision and training than others — and
some methods also depend on given
strengths of the operator.
Some methods, such as cervical
dislocation and blunt force trauma do
not cost much, whereas other methods such as gaseous methods and
captive bolts require the purchase of
supplies and equipment and regular
maintenance. These factors all need
to be considered when developing
protocols for euthanasia of poultry,
because euthanasia methods are only
effective if they are used and properly applied.
Personnel and flock owners
should also be trained in performing a secondary euthanasia method
in the event that the first method is
unsuccessful. It is also important to
note that various audit programs may
require personnel or flock owners to
demonstrate knowledge and skills
related to euthanasia.
Aesthetics
Euthanasia is never pleasant, and
some methods may be associated
with involuntary muscle movements
(convulsions) or blood loss.
Personnel need to be trained and
know what to expect when using
a particular method to ensure that
euthanasia is effective and applied
when necessary.
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Animal ag groups sound off on USDA initiatives
WASHINGTON — Following the
announcement of initiatives from the
USDA aimed at improving competition in livestock and poultry markets,
animal agriculture groups sounded off
with disappointment.
Mike Brown, president of the National Chicken Council said USDA’s
proposed rule would do nothing to
lower food prices, increase competition or reduce inflation.
“This is a solution in search of a
problem,” Brown said. “The last thing
the Biden administration should be doing is pushing increased regulations,

Market ...
Continued from Front Page

ranchers from excessive concentration
and unfair, deceptive practices in the
poultry, hog, and cattle markets. But
after 100 years, it needs to take modern market dynamics into account,”
said USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack.
“Increased transparency is the
essential starting point for modernizing our rules, protecting producers, and countering the damaging
effects of concentration,” he added.
“Today, with this proposed rule, we
are taking a huge step forward, to
increase transparency by providing
the sunlight needed to ensure poultry
markets are fair and well-functioning.
And by ensuring that growers have
access to the information they need
to make informed contract decisions,
we also are improving their chances of
success, ensuring more vibrant rural
communities.”
“Agricultural Competition: A Plan
in Support of Fair and Competitive
Markets,” is USDA’s report to the
White House Competition Council
under President Biden’s Executive
Order on Promoting Competition in
America’s Economy. The report sets
out USDA’s strategies to increase
competition through investing in new

Fatigue ...
Continued from Page 5

to talk to others about their feelings.
• Check-in regularly with staff
about how they are doing. Listen
closely when staff members share their
thoughts and experiences.
• Encourage people in leadership
roles to talk about their personal experiences.
• Try to show staff that they are
cared about as people above and beyond their roles as employees.
• Normalize: Occupational stress
due to depopulation is a real phenomenon experienced by many people who
work with animals, and it is a normal
reaction given the circumstances.
• Address the stigma: Many people
may feel they have no one they can
safely talk to. Make sure that people
responsible for depopulating animals

red tape and costs onto businesses at
a time of record inflation and input
costs, threatening food security and
potentially raising grocery bills even
further for Americans. These proposals were determined to be poor policy
ideas under the Obama administration
— and continue to be worn and tired
ideas today.”
In its statement, the council said
all chicken farmers are provided the
same quality of chicks, the same
feed, and access to veterinary care.
Farmers who invest in more advanced
facilities, as well as use the best man-

agement practices will likely produce
higher quality chickens more efficiently. Farmers receive a base pay per their
contract and potentially a bonus, based
on the health and quantity of the flock.
“It’s ironic that these regulations
are being proposed under the guise
of promoting competition,” Brown
added. “The perfor mance-based
structure of how chicken farmers are
compensated is literally the definition
of competition.
Brown said the council is reviewing the 155-page proposed rule and
“we look forward to providing more

detailed comments to the department
in the near future.”
Julie Anna Potts, President and
CEO of the Meat Institute, said meat
companies worked diligently to recover from supply chain disruptions at the
start of the COVID pandemic.
Potts pointed to policies from the
White House that have made it harder
for meat producers to compete.
“Due to the Biden inf lationary
economy, producers don’t benefit as
much from higher prices because they
struggle with high input costs for feed,
fuel, and fertilizer, she said.

competitors to address major bottlenecks in the food and agricultural
supply chains, in particular meat and
poultry processing and domestic fertilizer capacity.
It also highlights USDA’s comprehensive efforts to reinvigorate
competition and fair market regulation
and oversight, including partnering
with the Department of Justice to
establish farmerfairness.gov, a joint
complaints and tips web portal. The
report also highlights USDA’s efforts
to enhance value-added competitive
opportunities for producers, including
the already-announced top-to-bottom
review of the “Product of USA” label
for beef and a newly announced review of animal-raising claims, among
many other strategies and efforts.
Under the proposed rule, poultry
companies will be required to make
certain disclosures to poultry growers
with whom they contract to raise birds,
to provide current and prospective
growers with the accurate information they need to be make informed
business decisions and avoid the risks
of deception. Specifically, it would
require poultry companies to provide a
Live Poultry Dealer Disclosure Document that includes information on bird
placements, stocking density, prior
litigation with poultry growers, prior
bankruptcy filings, and payments
realized by other poultry growers in
prior years broken out by fifths to

reflect a realistic range of outcomes
for different growers.
Small live poultry dealers, those
harvesting less than 2 million live
pounds of poultry weekly, would be
exempt from the disclosure requirements of the proposed rule.
Additionally, the proposed rule will
provide growers who are paid using a
poultry grower ranking system with
disclosures around the inputs they
receive from the poultry company, at
time of placement and at settlement.
These placement disclosures will
improve growers’ ability to monitor
issues and to compete on a real-time
basis using the inputs they receive,
USDA said. Settlement disclosures
— which show the distribution of the

inputs, the housing specification, and
any feed disruptions for the growers in
the tournament — will help growers
understand the relative importance
of inputs, housing investments, and
skills/efforts in tournament outcomes,
USDA said.
The proposed rule is currently
available for review. The draft rule
can be viewed at www.ams.usda.gov/
rules-regulations/transparency-poultry-grower-contracting-and-tournaments. After it is published in the
Federal Register, stakeholders and
other interested parties have 60 days
to submit comments via the Regulations.gov web portal. All comments
submitted will be considered as USDA
develops a final rule.

have others they can talk to safely who
understand.
• Ensure people are trained and
feel comfortable in their skills: When
people have adequate training in the
skills they need to do their jobs, they
are protected against compassion fatigue and occupational stress. This can
include providing additional training
on topics like compassion fatigue
and agriculture-related occupational
stress.
• Take care of yourself: People
who live healthy lifestyles are at
reduced risk of compassion fatigue
and occupational stress. It is also important to pay attention to the balance
of resources and demands you and
your staff are experiencing. This can
include making sure staff get enough
breaks at work, have enough time off,
and have an appropriate balance of
responsibilities at work.
The article is available online at
https://extension.umn.edu/news/dealing-hpai-related-compassion-fatigue.

lvimfg.com

• Convert Your Litter into Pathogen Free Compost
• Reduce Mortality Rate, Disease in Litter & Darkling Beetles
• The LVI Pulverizes the Cake in the Litter with the Dual
Auger & Pulverizing Action
• Building Tall, Well-Formed Windrows for Optimum
Heat Generation & Composting Results

LITTER
LEVELER

Hydraulic Box Blade

Maintain consistent floor levelness flock after flock...
with the Hydraulic Box Blade, featuring hydraulic skids
that assure perfect uniformity through the entire barn. The
hydraulic box blade is powder coated to give it the ultimate
protection from the harsh environment of litter.

VISIT A LOCAL DEALER TODAY!
Bobcat of Accomac
Accomac, VA
757.787.4141

Binkley & Hurst

Seaford, DE | Kennedyville, MD
866.670.4705 | 888.269.0372

Marydel Ag Supply
Marydel, DE
302.343.9541
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DiversifiedAg.com

The DuraDrive delivers maximum power, minimal maintenance and unmatched
durability for ultimate control of your ventilation program.
· Heavy duty construction for long lifespan
· Quick and easy installation and setup
· Simple, accurate limit switches
· Sealed and lubricated for life
· Durable polyester belts

A family of versatile ventilation solutions

Controllers &
Communication

Heating

Ventilation

Feeding & Watering

Diversified’s complete solutions enhance performance and maximize results.

