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Several ways to stay involved after ‘graduating’ 4-H

Diamond 
Clover project 
shows ‘Cecil’s 

Got Talent’

4-H youth delegates from several states came together for a presentation to the U.S. 
Forest Service on increasing access to public lands and enabeling greater diversty.  
Delaware 4-Her, Weston Williams, is on the right side at the far end of the table.

By ANGELA EDELSON

 After receiving my Level 5 
Emerald Clover Award, I knew I had 
to start brainstorming what to do for 
my Level 6 Diamond Clover Proj-
ect. I wanted to do something that I 
would be interest-
ed in, something 
that I could have 
fun with. 

So, I started 
with the things 
I love; horses, 
drawing and 
orchestra. 4-H 
has given me 
many opportuni-
ties to perform and 
compete through 
the horse project and the expressive 
arts project. I’ve taken art classes, 
competed with my horses at Cecil 
County Fair, entered my art pieces 
into the Cecil County Fair, and so 
much more. However, I’ve never 
really had many opportunities with 
performing arts in 4-H. Every time 
I do my record book, I always find 
myself stuck on what to write for the 
performing arts project. I do orches-
tra through my school, however there 
weren’t any opportunities to play my 

By LESLIE WEBB

Through my 14-year career in Del-
aware 4-H, I gained countless skills, 
lessons, friendships, connections and 
much more. I also gained a passion 
for the 4-H organization! 4-H taught 
me to be a leader and empowered me 
to achieve my goals, attributes that 
have proven to be helpful in my adult 
life and college career. I love help-
ing younger members discover their 
leadership potentials and work hard to 
reach their goals. I saw what 4-H did 
for me, what it has done for others, 

and what it can do for future mem-
bers. Therefore, I never wanted my 
4-H career to end; so, I didn’t let it! 

While an alumnus, I serve as an 
officer for my collegiate 4-H club, 
am now serving on the National 4-H 
Council’s Young Alumni Advisory 
Committee, and continue to volunteer 
with my 4-H club.

When I started at the University of 
Delaware, I immediately joined the 
Collegiate 4-H Club. I participated 
in various service projects and club 
events which made my college cam-
pus feel more like home. As a senior, I 

now serve as president of the club and 
am optimistic for a fun and busy year!

This past summer, I began a three-
year term with National 4-H Council’s 
Young Alumni Advisory Committee 
(YAAC). Our job as a committee is 
to advise National 4-H Council and 
the Board of Trustees on their work 
with a fresh perspective as recently 
“graduated” 4-Hers. We also serve as 
representatives of 4-H on the national 
level and will travel to engage with 
donors or for other various events. 

During September, the committee 
met in Washington D.C. to attend 

training sessions and assist with the 
annual Legacy Awards event. It was 
so enlightening to learn about 4-H 
in different states and meet 4-Hers 
from across the country who share 
the same passion for 4-H that I do. 
During the first week of October, I am 
travelling to Dublin, Ireland to attend 
the Global Agenda for Sustainable 
Livestock’s annual meeting as a youth 
representative of 4-H. I participated in 
agriculture and dairy projects while, 

By WESTON WILLIAMS

“How does the Forest Service 
reduce the physical, social, cultur-
al, and psychological barriers to 
public lands access and enable a 
greater diversity of national forest 
recreationists?”  Sounds like a tough 
question, right?  Well, in March I 
was fortunate enough to be selected 
to attend the National 4-H Confer-
ence and this was the question I was 
assigned to tackle along with a group 
of other 4-H members from across 
the country.

Prior to attending the conference, 
I was assigned the topic with regards 
to the Forest Service.  It was up to 
me, and the others in my group, to 
do some research and arrive ready 
to discuss the issue and come up 
with solutions that might work on 
the national level. In late March, a 
delegation of four other Delaware 
4-H members, and me, set off and 
traveled to Crystal City, Va., where 
we attended the National 4-H Con-
ference. Each delegate arrived full of 
energy to meet new 4-H friends, visit 
some of our Nation’s Monuments, 
hear exciting speakers, and tackle the 
questions we were assigned.  

Our delegation joined others from 
across the country for a welcome 
dinner and introductions. Then it was 
off to ice breakers and a guest speaker. 
The next day we really dug into our 
topic. I entered the room, a little ap-
prehensive but quickly found a group 
of friends sitting around the table! Our 
group would be presenting solutions on 
our topic to the U.S. Forestry Service. 
We jumped into our topic and brain-
stormed many ideas to tackle the issue. 
We knew that we could not move the 
forests…or could we? 

One solution offered by a mem-
ber of the group was “why not plant 
small forests in urban areas?”  These 
plantings of trees would allow an 
urban population to see how forests 
grow and what it takes to maintain 
them. Other ideas include increasing 
accessibility of the Forest Service 
App, increase accessibility to GPS 
tracking to those who feel uncom-
fortable hiking alone in the forest, 
and increasing the accessibility of 
trailhead information boards.

Now that we had many good 
ideas, our group needed to prepare 
the presentation to the U.S. Forestry 
Service. This presentation had to be 
completed on Zoom, due to COVID 
restrictions, and also needed to 
include an informational pamphlet 
that would be included with our 

presentation. Our group divided the 
work amongst ourselves and tackled 
the job at hand. Fortunately, we were 
able to meet several times over the 
next few days to work out our plans 
and our roles.

The trip was not all work and 
no play, however. Throughout the 
conference we had breakout sessions, 
guest speakers and trips into the city 
to tour the Smithsonian museums. 
Our group did experience several 
setbacks with museums being closed, 
yet we used all the 4-H skills we 
had learned and made the best of the 
situation.  

The big day finally arrived and 
our presentation was ready. All of 
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U.S. Forest Service hears from delegation

Angela Edelson
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By AVA GALLO

Delaware 4-H Environmental 
Camp is for youth ages 8-12 years 
old. Camp is typically held the 
second weekend of June at Camp 
Barnes in Frankford, Del. While the 
campers are there, they make many 
new friends and get to learn about 
different areas of the environment 
that include trees, pollution, erosion, 
soil and plants. 

At camp this year, campers got to 
core trees in the morning, were able 
to identify how old the trees were, 
and they also got to identify types 
of trees that are at Camp Barnes. 
Their learning also included activi-

ties about types of healthy soil and 
healthy plants. In the afternoon, 
campers got to destroy sandcas-
tles with water and air to represent 
erosion and spread Kool-Aid to 
represent pollution. They also got to 
see how oil and other things spread 
throughout water.  

This is a great camp for any youth 
who enjoys science, being outside 
and learning about their environ-
ment. Be sure to encourage youth to 
attend next year! 

Ava Gallo, 15, is a member of the 
Peach Blossom 4-H Club in Kent 
County, Del., and a Delaware 4-H 
State Environmental Camp Counselor.

Maci Carter, left, presented the Botvins Lifeskills 4-H Program to students at Ser-
viam Girls Academy in Wilmington, Del.

By MACI CARTER

The Botvins Lifeskills Program is 
a series of lessons teaching elementa-
ry and middle school students how to 
make healthy and safe choices. 

The lessons cover important 
topics such as self-esteem, decision 
making, smoking, dealing with 
stress, communication skills, social 
skills and assertiveness. Students 
complete an anonymous Pre-Assess-
ment Survey before the program be-
gins, and then completes a Post-As-
sessment Survey on the last day of 
lessons. Each student also receives 
their own personal Botvins Lifeskills 
Program workbook, where they write 
the answers and notes to the lessons 
taught each week.

I had the honor of teaching the 
Botvins Lifeskills Program at Ser-
viam Girls Academy in Wilmington, 
Del., and The College School in 
Newark, Del. 

While at Serviam Girls Academy, I 
was able to teach more than 10 young 
female students about the importance 
of drug abuse prevention and how to 
make smart decisions. It was very re-
warding teaching the students because 
I knew that I was making a difference 
in their lives. While they might not be 
facing any challenging situations right 
now, the information I was teaching 
will help them to succeed in future 

years. The Botvins Lifeskills Program 
may be the only chance for them to 
learn refusal skills or the power of 
self-esteem. 

I hope that they remember the 
lessons I taught them for the rest of 
their lives and utilize the skills.

During the spring, I taught ele-
mentary and middle school students 
at The College School. The elemen-

tary students enjoyed writing in their 
personal workbooks and drawing 
pictures. Students of all ages expe-
rienced wearing the “drunk gog-
gles” that simulated a person’s hazy 
eyesight while drunk. I attempted to 
throw a bouncy ball at the students 
while they were wearing the goggles, 
and almost every time they failed to 
catch the ball. 

While it was fun at the time, I 
hope that they remember this situa-
tion in the future and never decide to 
drive while intoxicated. The middle 
school students enjoyed acting out 
the different refusal techniques, 
which provided them with various 
ways of saying, ‘no.’

Overall, the Botvins Lifeskills 
Program teaches students invaluable 
life skills that are not taught directly 
in the academic classroom. The les-
sons provide children with methods 
to handle real life situations in a safe 
and smart way. 

All students should participate in 
this program to learn the importance 
of making healthy choices.

Maci Carter is a member of Colle-
giate 4-H.

Delaware 4-H State Environmental Camp participants work together on an envi-
ronmental camp activity.

Lifeskills program helps students make healthy choices
It was very rewarding 

teaching the students be-
cause I knew that I was 
making a difference in their 
lives. While they might not 
be facing any challenging 
situations right now, the 
information I was teaching 
will help them to succeed in 
future years. 

Tree lessons part of camp experience

DEFINE 
Your Skyline

From sunrise to sunset, you know the value of your time on 
the farm, and we understand the significance of your financial 
investments. No matter your view, Farm Credit is here to help 
you prepare for success.

Give us a call today to speak with an agriculture lender, ready 
to help you define your future. 

888.339.3334 | HorizonFC.com
NMLS#
452721
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By CARTER BRADLEY

For as long as I can remember, I 
have credited 4-H into shaping me 
into the person I am today. Through 
all the projects, camps, state fairs 
and events, I have learned a lot. Not 
only about qualities like leadership 
and citizenship, but a lot about my-
self as well. 

Growing up, I knew my parents 
would want me to do more and more 
with 4-H. Both of them had done a 
lot of work with the program, and 
they hoped that I would get some of 
the same joys that they got out of it. 
Since then, I have wanted to do as 
much as I can with 4-H, and I am 
happy I did. 

I have gained interests I nev-
er thought I would have. Things 
like arts and crafts, woodworking, 
fishing, and public speaking are all 
joys I have due to my experiences 
working with them in 4-H. Some of 
the things I have learned are valu-
able life skills. Public speaking, a 
fear which many have, is something 
I have really come to enjoy. 

I have been able to overcome the 
initial fears, thanks to 4-H. I have 
also learned how to be a leader. I 
watched older members make 4-H 
activities a magical experience for all 
4-Hers, and I want to do that for the 
younger 4-Hers like they did for me. 

‘4-H has taught me to be me, and enjoy doing it’

Carter Bradley, right, Carter Bradley, right, 
leads an activity at leads an activity at 
Delaware 4-H State Delaware 4-H State 
Camp.Camp.

Citizenship is another valuable skill I 
have acquired. 4-H has always prided 
itself on making the world a better 
place, and through my involvement, I 
want to continue to do that as well.

Lastly, and most importantly, 
I have found who I am as a per-
son. Before 4-H, I was very shy, I 
couldn’t talk to anyone, and I always 
kept to myself. However, through 

4-H, I have found my voice. I have 
found out so much about myself that 
I wouldn’t have otherwise known. I 
have found how to lead as an officer 
at a club meeting.  I have found my 
leadership abilities on projects and 
activities helping younger members 
achieve their goals.  

I have found myself at State 4-H 
Camp, where I have become a lead-
er.  I have helped younger campers 
figure out what I learned which is 
that State Camp is a place where 
we are able to let go of our often 
busy lives and be carefree, relax, 
and have fun.  It is a place where all 
campers accept everyone for who 
they are, which allows each camper 
to be themselves.

Overall, what 4-H really means to 
me, is just being myself. There are so 
many project areas to choose from, 
so many activities you can do, and 
so many skills you can learn. There 
truly is something for everyone. 

4-H is something I love, and I 
would like to see others have the 
same opportunity to find them-
selves, like I did. Above all, 4-H 
has taught me to be me, and enjoy 
doing it.

Carter Bradley, 16, is a member 
of the Bridgeville Mustangs 4-H 
Club in Sussex County, Del., and 
a 2022-23 State Teen Council State 
Ambassador.



 4            October 4, 2022, 4-H in Action

the connections were made and the 
zoom call began. Each member pre-
sented their portion of the solution, 
in turn and then we took questions 
from the Forest Service. 

As a group we felt that we rose 
to the challenge and found creative 
solutions to the problem presented 
to us. As we left the conference, we 
were proud of what we had accom-
plished, not knowing we would get 
another opportunity to make our 
presentation again.

 In June, the members of this 
group were spread all over the United 
States, however, through the technol-
ogy of Zoom we were able to come 
together and practice this presentation 
again. We had been asked to present 
our solutions to more senior members 
of the U. S. Forestry Service who had 
not been present in March.

My experience at the Nation-
al 4-H Conference was one filled 
with great learning opportunities. I 
made new friends from across the 
country, worked with a group to 
find creative solutions to a problem, 
and increased my ability to work 
effectively with others. I hope other 
members take the opportunity to 
apply to go to the next National 4-H 
Conference. They will be glad they 
did.

 
Weston Williams is a member of 

the Harrington Sunshine 4-H Club in 
Kent County, Del.

By CAROLINE ALLEN

As I begin my senior year of high 
school, my 4-H chapter slowly closes. 
It is bittersweet to say goodbye to an 
organization that has given me my 
life skills, best friends, and memories 
that I will cherish forever. I believe 
this “goodbye” is nothing but a “see 
you later” as I fully believe my life 
will circle back to 4-H in the years to 
come.

Every year, from about age 8 to 
13, my mom would sit down with my 
brother and me and figure out which 
extracurriculars we needed to stop. 
As we got older, each extracurricular 
took more time as we became more 
involved. Little by little, co-ops, 
sports and clubs were taken out, but  
4-H always made the cut. Looking 
back, I am so thankful I stayed with 
4-H. It has, by far, given me more life 
skills than the rest of my extracurric-
ulars combined. 4-H took 6-year-old 
Caroline who was terrified of giving 
her four-sentence, scripted speech at 
public speaking to 16-year-old Caro-
line, who successfully ran for student 

body representative for TeenPact 
Leadership Schools speaking on a 
stage in front of 1,500 people.

That’s what I love about 4-H. 
Little Caroline would have been 
awestruck if you told her she would 
get to travel to Atlanta and Washing-
ton, D.C., for national 4-H events. 
Furthermore, she would not have 
believed you if you told her where 
her life skills that she gained in 4-H 
would take her.

In 2020, I ran for president of my 
school’s sophomore honor society 

See ALLEN
Page 5

By KAITLYN JOHNSON

Earlier in September, five 
Delaware youth were selected to 
participate in the second annual 
Northeast Regional 4-H Speak-up 
Festival. This year it was again 
held virtually over Zoom on Sept. 
10. The Northeast Regional 4-H 
Speak-up Festival was composed 
of 32 youth from Maine, Delaware, 
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, Rhode Island, Connecti-
cut and New York. 

These youth competed in 
public speaking, illustrated talk 
and demonstration presentations. 
During each of these events, youth 
displayed their exemplary public 
speaking and presentation skills. In 
the public speaking category youth 
gave a speech about a topic of their 
choice using sources to support 
their claims. Youth participating 
in the illustrated talk category 
delivered a speech with the aid of a 
PowerPoint presentation. 

Lastly, youth in the demonstra-
tion category demonstrated how to 
do or how to make something. My 
demonstration this year was titled 
“Bursting with Color.” I demon-
strated how to make an art piece 
by melting crayons on a canvas. 
Another Delaware representative, 
Madison Johnson demonstrated the 

various methods of succulent prop-
agation in her presentation “Perfect 
Propagation.”

Youth presented their speech or 
demonstration to the other 3 to 4 
youth and judges in their different 
groups. From there, each youth 
participant received constructive 
feedback about their presentation 
and a score which was later used to 
determine the winner of the cohort 
along with the overall winners in 
each category. Madison Johnson re-
ceived the Judges’ Award in her co-
hort and was named Runner-up out 
of the region for her demonstration. 
The feedback given was very useful 
and helped us to further our public 
speaking and presentation skills. 

I am very appreciative for the 
opportunity I received to represent 
Delaware 4-H for the second year 
in a row at this regional competi-
tion. I was able to not only improve 
my public speaking skills, but 
also meet and bond with 4-Hers 
from local states about our love for 
delivering speeches and demon-
strations. 

I am eager to see what this event 
will have to offer and how it will 
grow in the future.

Kaitlyn Johnson, 17, is a mem-
ber of the Country Clovers 4-H 
Club in Sussex County.

Delegation ...
Continued from Front Page 

I’m so glad 
4-H always 
made the cut

Caroline Allen

Festival helps youth ‘Speak-up’

410-267-6807
Contact your local atusbank, farm credit office, or call

| www.marbidco.org
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By CAITLYN YEE

On Aug. 19, inside the 4-H Build-
ing at the 73th Montgomery County 
(MOCO) Agricultural Fair, the Fair 
Queen Layla Shepard welcomed a 
special visitor, Vicky (Barkley) Tant, 
who was the MOCO Fair Queen in 
1977. They shared their 4-H stories 
with each other across half a century.

Vicky came all the way from North 
Carolina back to Gaithersburg in the 
summer just for the 4-H indoor exhi-
bitions. She was so happy to see very 
active 4-H animal clubs in our county, 
as well as open exhibitors achieving 
the goal of maintaining the agricul-
tural aspect of the MOCO Fair. She 
also stated that she was very excited to 
see today’s amazing 4-H exhibitions, 
which covered 90 categories, including 

science in STEM education.
Vicky shared her 4-H story with 

some 4-H volunteers. She said 45 
years before, her favorite projects 
were sewing, and clothing. She also 
enjoys craft making, room decorat-
ing, and as well as the designing and 
making of toys. The 4-H club activi-
ties taught her many life skills, such 
as how to separate the yolk and egg 
white, which she still uses when she 
bakes cakes. 

The MOCO Fair is not just ribbons 
and awards. The MOCO Fair for 
her is a memory of her hometown, 
girlhood and adolescence. She also 
shared a message below with 4-Hers 
and volunteers.

Caitlyn Yee is a 4-H member in 
Montgomery County, Md.

By MADDIE WEBSTER

I was ten years old when an edu-
cational assistant came up to me in 
school. She knew I loved crafts and 
wanted to know if I would join her 
new craft club known as the Worces-
ter County Clever Clovers. I had no 
idea that my choice to make crafts 
would change the course of my life, 
let alone everyone I’ve helped since 
then. 

I am now 15 and the president 
of the Clever Clovers. When I first 
joined my club, I was very shy and 
didn’t talk a lot. Over the years in the 
program I’ve gained friends, confi-
dence, and respect from my fellow 
peers. 

Being in 4-H has allowed me to 
branch out to other organizations 
such as the FFA and help out with 
the Worcester County Fair. In the 
past three years, I have competed in 
a public speaking contest and have 
spoken twice at the county banquet. 
I was also a guest on WBOC Radio 
102.5 FM speaking for a children’s 
literacy program our club was host-
ing. I could have never imagined 
speaking in front of crowds or on the 
radio when I was younger. 

Since being in the Clever Clovers, 
I have helped children from two dif-
ferent schools get books to read for 

Christ-
mas, 
collect 
bottle 
caps and 
tabs that 
would be 
turned 
into 
prosthet-
ics for 
kids, and 
in recent 
months 
donated 
more 
than $400 
to the 
Make-A-Wish foundation. We also 
adopted a family for Christmas one 
year. 

This club has made me want 
to help all kids from all different 
backgrounds and I cannot be more 
grateful toward my club family. 

By finding my compassion for 
others, I realized that is what I want-
ed to do with the rest of my life.

I decided to focus on the environ-
mental impact that happens when 
people do not have enough education 
to run a farm. 

z— and won. The entire year, my 
administration and I sought to teach 
and develop leadership skills in the 
members. Time and time again, I 
came back to skills and techniques I 
learned in 4-H. This past year, I had 
the honor of guest speaking to multi-
ple honor societies within my school 
about time management, stress re-
duction and mindfulness — all skills 
I learned and refined in 4-H.

In spring of 2022, I had the priv-
ilege of managing a student body 
campaign for TeenPact Leadership 
Schools. I had gained the creden-
tials to do this through my own 
victory the year prior — a victory I 
have attributed to public speaking 
and people skills gained in 4-H. 
After managing voter outreach, 
social media, marketing, merchan-
dise and grassroots involvement 
on this campaign, the candidate 

concluded his campaign by being 
the top-voted representative-elect, 
securing nearly 700 votes. These 
are the opportunities and successes 
I owe to 4-H.

As my 4-H chapter slowly comes 
to a close, I look back at who I have 
become through this organization. 
The friends that I have gained, the 
experiences that have shaped me, and 
the memories that I have collected 
— they all point to something that a 
select amount of people get to experi-
ence — that 4-H spirit.

Caroline Allen shows market 
cattle in 4-H and is a Delaware State 
Fair Junior Fair Board member. 

Allen ...
Continued from Page 4 

2022 Montgomery County  Agricultural Fair Queen Layla Shepard, left, and 1977 Fair 
Queen toured the 4-H indoor exhibits together, sharing experineces in sewing, crafts 
and toymaking.

 Photo courtesy Ai Wang

See WEBSTER
Page 9

Decades apart, fair queens relate

Be a 4-H influencer

Maddie Webster

That’s what I love about 
4-H. Little Caroline would 
have been awestruck if you 
told her she would get to 
travel to Atlanta and Wash-
ington, D.C., for national 
4-H events. 
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violin through 4-H. That’s when the 
idea came to me: a talent show where 
Cecil County 4-Hers can show off 
their performing arts talents!

After a lot of work to write up 
my proposal, it was accepted, and 
the planning began. My goal for the 
project was to create an event where 
4-H youth and alumni could compete 
in a performing arts competition. 
This would make filling out their 
record books easier, as well as give 
them an opportunity to show off 
their talents. I had already decided 
on a name, Cecil’s Got Talent, based 
off of America’s Got Talent, one of 
my favorite shows my siblings and I 
watched growing up. The planning 
started with the general stuff; venue, 
judges, date of the event, rules of the 
talent show and advertising. I spoke 
with my 4-H leaders who proposed 
the idea of hosting it at the Walls 
Hall building during March. With the 
date and venue chosen, I started to 
get to work with the details. I wrote 
out the rules of the talent show along 
with the categories, which consisted 
of dancing, singing, instrumental 
music, comedy and miscellaneous. 

The next step in my plan was 
to figure out the sound equipment. 
If dancers need music or if sing-

ers need background music, sound 
equipment is a must. The challenge 
is, sound equipment is hard to figure 
out and very expensive. Lucky for 
me, I know a guy. My neighbor is 
a very talented DJ who works for a 
company called Must Be the Music 
DJs. I spoke to him to see if he could 
help me out, and he kindly offered to 
sponsor the event by providing sound 
equipment as well as being the em-
cee. I met with him several times to 
discuss the details of what equipment 
I would need and what he would be 
announcing as the emcee.

Next came advertising. I decided 
a Facebook page would be the easiest 
way to promote the event. It was 
simple to create and I put all the de-
tails of the event, as well as a Google 
Form registration link, onto the page. 
With registration opened, I knew just 
having a Facebook page wouldn’t be 
enough to promote Cecil’s Got Tal-
ent. So, I spoke about it at several of 
my 4-H meetings, handed out flyers 
and asked several of my 4-H friends 
to spread the word. 

The day of Cecil’s Got Talent, my 
parents and I drove to the Walls Hall 
building to set up. We had a stage 
rented and decorations, all paid for 
by Iron Hill Brewery and Restaurant, 
another one of our lovely sponsors. 
Our super emcee arrived before the 
event to set up his equipment. Many 
4-H volunteers showed up to help me 
with judging, check-in, food, photog-
raphy and videography and together 
we reviewed the plan for the evening. 
Finally, it was time to host the inau-
gural Cecil’s Got Talent Show.

The first annual Cecil’s Got Talent 
was so much fun! After putting so 
many hours into it, it was all worth 
it. I found out my fellow 4-Hers have 
lots of talent! We had many wonder-
ful performances including a com-
edy act that gave everybody a good 
laugh, as well as dancing, instru-
mentals, singing, karaoke and even 
a dog dance act! The judges had a 
really hard time deciding the winner, 

but we had a Grand Champion and 
Reserve Champion, and everyone 
got prizes for their respective cate-
gories. Overall, the night was a great 
success.

Cecil’s Got Talent is going to be 
an annual event for years to come, 
and I’m very excited for next year. 
For any 4-Hers reading this who 
are planning their Diamond Clover 
project this is my advice to you: do 
what you love and never forget that 
you don’t have to do your project on 
your own. I could’ve never hosted 
this event without the help of my 4-H 
peers, leaders and volunteers. I am 
so glad I was able achieve my goal of 
bringing a little bit of the performing 
arts into Cecil County 4-H.

Angela Edelson, 15 is a member of 
Kids of the Future 4-H Club in Cecil 
County, Md.

Clockwise from top left, Sally Warner and Monica Mason perform a comedy skit 
with the hands of Reed Mason and Caylin Warner; Holly Mahala performs a sax-
ophone solo and Caroline Warner performs an Irish Dance solo at the Cecil’s Got 
Talent competition.

Talent ...
Continued from Front Page 
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By AMANDA WAINWRIGHT 

On Aug. 28, the Worcester Coun-
ty 4-H Robotics Team, The 12-Volt 
Batteries, competed at the Maryland 
State Fair. The team was comprised 
of Nidhish Gupta, Riya Patel, Elliana 
Fiori, and Scott Wainwright. With 
just under two months to prepare, the 
team assembled under the supervi-
sion of Gira Patel and Shriya Gupta 
and went to work learning about cod-
ing, robotics and, most importantly, 
teamwork.  

This year’s Maryland 4-H Robot-
ics Challenge is part of a three-year 
plan to help educate participants and 
the community about oysters, risks 
to oysters, oyster conservation, and 
sustainable harvesting. Team mem-
bers were challenged to learn about 
oysters through attending education-
al opportunities, sharing that knowl-
edge through community service, 
and programing a robot to complete 
components of sustainable oyster 
farming, from laboratory to restau-
rant.

With the challenge accepted, the 
team set to work. They learned from 
the Maryland Coastal Bays Program 
about oysters and conservation. They 
each chose areas to research in depth 
and worked together to complete a 
power point presentation. At many 
of the meetings, members discussed 
their individual topic so they could 
disseminate information throughout 
the group.

Obtaining information was only 
part of the 4-H Robotics Challenge. 
Participants needed to share the 
knowledge through a community 
service project. The 12-Volt Batter-
ies worked together to create a Jeop-
ardy-style game to accompany their 
presentation. This educational proj-
ect was displayed in the Worcester 
County Libraries to help educate the 
community about oysters.

Then came the robot part of the 
robotics competition. Scott handled 
coding at the computer, Nidhish 
and Elliana worked on the robot and 
Riya kept the required engineering 
journal. They utilized the Ev3 Ro-
bot which uses Lego parts for its ba-
sic construction. The robot requires 
“block code” to program a “brain” 
component which tells the wheels 
and arms how to function.  

Coding was the most frustrating 
part and had Scott wondering several 
times, “if we could throw the robot 
over the Bay Bridge after the com-
petition.” 

The Worcester County Team had 
only two months to prepare because 
the team formed late in the season; 
most other teams had been work-
ing on the challenge since February. 
This condensed schedule made it 
tough for the team members but they 
persevered.

“We had a lot of challenges to 
face but it was incredible to over-
come them as a team,” Elliana said. 
Challenges included adapting to the 
intricacies of the robot and its de-

sign. Another issue that impacted 
that team was a computer error 
that caused their code, which had 
taken weeks to construct, to be 
lost twice. Also, the robot’s battery 
didn’t charge correctly on several 
occasions and limited how much 
work time they had. Challenges 
can make you stronger if you use 
them, learn from them, and work to 
overcome them, and that is exactly 
what these young people did. 

Finally, after two months of 
frequent practices and meetings, 
the state fair arrived, and the team 
packed up and made the 3-hour 
ride from the Lower Shore to Timo-
nium, Md. 

New challenges awaited our 
members there. Both batteries for 
the robot were not functioning, 
walls surrounding the play board 
disrupted the robot’s movement, 
and multiple issues necessitated 
the need to reprogram much of the 
code they had been working on for 
two months. 

On the day of competition, the 
morning was dedicated to talking 
to the judges, presenting the techni-
cal aspects of the robot, and talking 
about what they had learned and 
how they used that knowledge to 
complete their community service 
requirement. These components 
accounted for two-thirds of all the 
points and the team members did 
an amazing job. They all spoke 
clearly, articulated their work, and 
participated in the presentations. 

After lunch, the 12-Volt Batter-
ies showed what their robot could 

do. After many difficulties in the 
first round, they had 30 minutes to 
work on re-programing for the sec-
ond round. Round 2 lead to further 
coding changes and manual adjust-
ments.  The team worked hard to fig-
ure out ways to accumulate points by 
completing tasks. 

After the competition, they were 
tired, frustrated and thought that they 
had worked hard for two months for 
nothing. They didn’t know that the 
judges had noticed their hard work, 
how well they worked as a team, how 
they solved problems together and 
how they strived to make their robot 
better.  

The judge’s saw past the prob-
lems in the robot and saw a team of 
four hardworking individuals, who 
worked together to learn, communi-
cate their ideas and solve problems. 
Award time came and with the look 
of total shock on their faces, the 12-
Volt Batteries received the blue rib-
bon.

And the robot survived the ride 
home, over the Bay Bridge, and the 
team members are looking forward 
to seeing what the 2023 4-H Robot-
ics challenge has in store.

Amanda Wainwright, is co-leader 
of the Worcester County 4-H Nature 
Adventurers Club and a Robotics 
Team parent.

The Worcester County 4-H Robotics team, comprised of Riya Patel, Elliana Fiori, Scott 
Wainwright and Nidhish Gupta are joined by Maryland 4-H State Program Leader 
Dr. Nia Imani Fields in receiving their first place ribbons. 

Photo courtesy Barbara Barga

Teamwork propels Worcester robotics team through challenges
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Donate today.   
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www.facebook.com/Maryland4HFoundation
www.mymaryland4hfoundation.com     301-314-7835 

GIVE TO
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By LYLA HUGHES
 
“Let’s Crush It! Walk with Dela-

ware 4-H” was a walking challenge 
set up by the Delaware 4-H Program 
as a Healthy Living activity for 4-H 
members to participate in during the 
ten days of the Delaware State Fair 
in July. 

The challenge was separated into 
age categories; 5–7 (Cloverbuds), 
8-10, 11-13, 14-16, 17-19, and adults. 
Members were required to enter 
their daily results. Together, Dela-
ware 4-Hers, parents and volunteers 
walked 8,133,066 steps, or about 
3,624.2 miles! The program created a 
lot of encouragement and excitement 
throughout the 10 days of the fair. 
Everyone did a great job! 

I was excited and surprised to 
learn I was the overall “Let’s Crush 
It! Walk with Delaware 4-H” win-
ner for the Cloverbud group and the 
overall winner of the event. During 
the event, I walked 241,556 steps 
while I was at the Delaware State 
Fair. I thought this was a great event 
and had so much fun participating! I 
am looking forward to doing it again 
in the future. 

Lyla Hughes is a member of the 
Peach Blossom 4-H Club in Kent 
County, Del.

By KYLE KERR

This was my sixth year at Del-
aware 4-H State Camp and it was 
probably one of my best years yet. 
Our camp director who went by 
the name One Voice loves to share 
traditions about how camp was when 
he attended, and this is one of my 
favorite parts about camp. 

This year we retired the camp flag 
that has been flown for many years, 
it was a special moment for many.  
One Voice asked the camp alumni 
who actually hand-stitched the flag to 

lower it for the final time. One Voice 
also brought back a position to camp 
that was used many years ago and 
renamed it “Spark”.  

A Spark is chosen from each 
people group. Their role is to assist 
their voice and echo whenever need 
be. They also can lead the group in 
their absence. 

I had the honor of being chosen 
to be the Spark for the Thunderbirds 
group this year, and this meant a 
great deal to me. Another thing that 
I enjoy about Delaware 4-H State 
Camp is that the One Voice asks 
alumni campers to come back to 

council circle to share stories and 
experiences they had at camp. 

I really love hearing what camp 
has meant to them, how camp has 
helped them to be the person they 
are today, and to hear the incredible 
memories they share. 

Listening to all these traditions, 
stories and memories made this year 
at Delaware 4-H State Camp unfor-
gettable and I hope it will continue to 
get even better in the coming years. 

Kyle Kerr is a member of the Brid-
geville Mustangs 4-H Club in Sussex 
County.

2022 2nd Week State Camp 2022 2nd Week State Camp 
Spark selections were, Spark selections were, 
from left, Kyle Kerr, Isabella from left, Kyle Kerr, Isabella 
Tranchina, Brenna Geidel Tranchina, Brenna Geidel 
and Maura Breeding.and Maura Breeding.

Lyla Hughes was the overall Cloverbud 
winner of the Lets Crush it Delaware 
4-H  Walking Challenge.

4-Hers compile 8 
million steps in 
walking challenge
during state fair

Renewed tradition adds ‘spark’ to camp experience

Celebrate 
National 

4-H Week 
Oct. 2-8
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in 4-H so I am excited to learn about 
sustainability practices being used 
across the globe! 

In addition to serving on those 
teams, I also volunteer as a proj-
ect leader with my 4-H club, and it 
might just be the best part of my 4-H 
career yet! Last year, I worked with 
our Envirothon team as a coach. My 
participation in this project helped me 
choose a college major and career, so I 
was very excited to work with the new 
team. At the competition, the team 
earned 2nd place in the state! I was so 

proud of the work all team members 
put in. 

Volunteers are the heart of 4-H 
and I couldn’t be more thankful for 
the time and effort my leaders put 
in to ensure I got the most out of 
my projects. I am so grateful I now 
get to serve as a leader and help 
current members find their own 
passions. 

The opportunities that 4-H pro-
vides are endless and continue beyond 
traditional membership. I am so 
thankful and honored that I am still 
involved in 4-H as a collegiate 4-H 
club officer, YAAC member, and club 
volunteer. 

 
Leslie Webb is a collegiate 4-H club 

member at the University of Delaware.

Graduating ...
Continued from Front Page 

After a speech I made in February 
on the topic of why we need agricul-
ture teachers in America, I started 
focusing on what I could do to help 
within the industry. 

From there, I started looking into 
places where I could learn to teach 
kids to be better farmers, helpers and 
people. 

I have fallen in love with the idea 
of influencing the next generation 
of young farmers. I plan to go to a 
college that teaches agriculture edu-
cation when I graduate high school 
in a few years. I also want to start a 
4-H club of my own and help kids get 
back in touch with nature. 

Seeing the look on kids’ faces 
when they open gifts is priceless. 
The feeling of content when you 
know that you have just changed 
someone’s day is something I hope to 
never forget. 

The Worcester County Clever 
Clovers and the 4-H program has 
allowed me to grow and flourish in 
their comfort. They have opened my 
mind up to being a part of something 
that is bigger than myself and I can-
not be more grateful for how I have 
helped so far. 

Maddie Webster, 15, is the Clev-
er Clovers 4-H Club president is 
Worcester County, Md.

Webster ...
Continued from Page 5

The National 4-H Council Young Alumni Advisory Committee gathered at the re-
cent 4-H Legacy Awards. Delaware representative Leslie Webb is fifth from right. 

The County 4-H Favorite Foods Con-
test was a great experience for me.  I 
learned how to correctly write a reci-
pe, develop a table setting, and par-
ticipate in an interview session with a 
judge at the event.  The recipe I made 
was Peanut Butter Cups. I really en-
joyed learning how to make them 
with my mom. I love them because I 
get to eat them with my friends and 
family without the fear of gluten or 
dairy.

Submitted by Carleigh Campbell, 11, 
Heritage 4-H Club, Kent County, Del.

I
N
C.

YOUR Building HEADQUARTERS
Be confident your Investment will be there for your future generations!

* SPF & SYP - All sizes & grades - by the piece or full unit!
* Treated Lumber - Ground Contact & Below Ground Use
* T&G - Treated & Untreated - MATCHED!
* GluLam & Solid Treated Posts
* Plywood & OSB Panel Products

Lumber - Dry & Straight

* Strongest Design Loads
* Less Bracing Required
* Standard & Complex Roof Systems
* Unequaled Quality - Lumber & Manufacturing
* Crane Service with your order

Roof & Floor Trusses - The Rigidply Difference Metal Rofing & Siding - Offering Three National 
Leading Brands

* Matching Soffit, Trims, Fasteners, Etc.

Accessories - Finishing Touches
* PLYCO Ridge Vents - Condensation Control
* Aluminum & Vinyl Post Frame Windows
* Series 20 & AF10 Doors - FRAMES WILL NOT ROT!
* Equine Stalls & Hardware - many styles and options
* Insulation
* Galvanized & Stainless Hardware & Fasteners

www.rigidply.com
717-866-6581

701 E. Linden Street, Richland PA 17087



 10            October 4, 2022, 4-H in Action

“I really like participating in Archery as 
one of my projects in 4-H. By doing Ar-
chery, you are able to stay very active 
and develop great coordination skills. 
Archery is very hard to master, but with 
a lot of practice, it becomes very easy to 
do.“

Submitted by Anthony Blanchette,  17,
Harrington Sunshine 4-H Club 

“At the State 4-H Demonstration Contest 
at the Delaware State Fair, I presented 
a demonstration on snare drum edict.  
I chose this topic because one of our 
marching band drum techs is constant-
ly talking about edict with our drum 
line. For me it was a way to show and 
demonstrate the valuable knowledge 
that my drum tech has shared with me 
throughout the last two years not only 
how to use a drum and perform well, but 
also how to look professional, organized, 
and calm while doing so.”

Submitted by Rebecca Kemp, 17, 
Harrington Sunshine 4-H Club

The Poplar 4-H Club is ready for the Howard County Parade of Floats! The club built 
a “Poplar 4-H is Sweet” float for the parade. Working together, we painted our bill-
board, put a skirt on the float, screwed in cupcakes and candies to the sides, painted 
box candies of the Four H’s — Head, Heart, Hand & Health — and added so many 
other fun decorations to make our float pop! Everyone enjoyed the prep work and 
being in the parade.

Submitted by Raegan Hahn, Poplar 4-H Club, Howard County, Md.

On Friday Sept. 9, The Maryland State Fair held an event where 4-Hers volunteered 
to let a special needs individual use their goat to have the experience of showing 
livestock. The 4-Hers taught the individuals about the goat, how to brush and lead 
the goat and assisted them walking in the ring where they received an award.

Submitted by Liam Kalbskopf, 9, Walkersville 4-H Club, Frederick County, Md. 

“Archery is a 4-H project area that I real-
ly enjoy.  I like to shoot archery and have 
been able to increase my skills in shoot-
ing. This past year I learned that you use 
three fingers to pull the string back to 
shoot. I really like to shoot and this year 
had the opportunity to compete in two 
4-H archery contests in the Delaware 
4-H program.”

 
Submitted by Jayden Hutson, 10, 

Heritage 4-H Club, Kent County, Del.

“This summer I volunteered at the Tal-
bot County Fair. I helped run a few of the 
games at the Midway and also scooped 
ice cream for fairgoers. I really enjoy 
helping out at the fair. It is fun to see lit-
tle kids get excited when they win prizes. 
I also enjoy partaking in the food and 
treats that are sold at the fair. Following 
my volunteering at the ice cream stand, 
I enjoyed a big scoop of Moose Tracks Ice 
Cream!” 

Submitted by Jack Chapple, 
Talbot County 4-H Skipjacks

By MADELINE POIRIER

During the past four years, the 
Delaware 4-H program has conduct-
ed a 4-day afterschool program and 
7-week summer program at both 
Milford Central Academy middle 
school and the Milford High School 
as part of the State of Delaware 
Department of Education Nita M. 
Lowey 21st Century Community 

Learning Center program. 
Youth participate as members 

of the Milford Clover 4-H Club. 
During the most recent summer 
program, many exciting trips were 
taken by this 4-H club which pro-
vided valuable experiences for the 
4-H members. 

One trip in particular was the 
Music Themed Week where the 
staff created valuable lessons 

around music and ended the week 
attending the Grand Opera House in 
Wilmington, Del., to see a perfor-
mance of the “History of Hip Hop”. 
Not only did they learn about hip 
hop, but they also had the opportu-
nity during the week to learn line 
dancing, poetry, creating skits and 
designing blueprints for perfor-
mances. 

They ended the week with mak-

ing a healthy snack designed as a 
xylophone. After a great summer 
program, the members of the Mil-
ford Clover 4-H Club are looking 
forward to the upcoming school 
year with the 4-H Afterschool 
Program.

Madeline Poirier, 13, is a mem-
ber of the Milford Clover 4-H Club 
in Kent County, Del.

Music-themed week ends with ‘History of Hip Hop’
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Skylan Brassell 
sorts pages for a 
vintage-inspired 
nature journal 
to enter at the 
2 0 2 2 C h a r l e s 
County Fair. She 
used an upcycled 
book and a mix-
ture of craft paper 
and book pages. 

Submitted by 
Skylan Brassell, 

12, HorseMasters 
4-H Club, Charles 

County

“Leadership is one of my favorite 
4-H project areas that I have had 
the opportunity to work in and 
learn a lot of leadership skills. What 
I like most about being a leader in 
4-H is that I get to help other young-
er youth with their various 4-H proj-
ects. When we are at the fair, 4-Hers 
also ask me for help when showing 
their animals.  I feel serving in a 
leadership role in 4-H means being 
a super role model and it allows me 
to set a positive example.”

Submitted by Rain Vasey, 17, 
Heritage 4-H Club, Kent County

The Milford 4-H Clover Club is an af-
terschool program conducted by Del-
aware 4-H during the school year and 
summer at Milford Central Academy 
and Milford High School.  During the 
recent summer program, participants 
had a field trip to the Delaware State 
Fair and were able to visit and learn 
about miniature horses while taking a 
tour of the horse barns at the Delaware 
State Fair.
Submitted by Madeline Poirier, 11, Mil-
ford 4-H Clover Club, Kent County, Del.

“As a 4-H member, 
I like being able to 
show goats at the 
Delaware State 
Fair. This past year 
I was able to show 
a breed goat for a 
friend of my family. 
I was very excited 
to receive 2nd place 
and the goat was 
named the Reserve 
Champion.”

 
Submitted by 

Austin Coverdale, 
Heritage 4-H Club, 

Kent County, Del.
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